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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 26, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

NRD-2017-0023 
802 PRESSLER STREET 

WEST LINE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1930 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame bungalow with a semi-inset front-gabled 
porch on plain square wood posts; single and paired 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built in 1930.  The first owners and occupants were Alfred 
and Alice Kleinschmidt, who lived here until around 1936.  Alfred Kleinschmidt was the 
son of Conrad Kleinschmidt, with whom he operated a delicatessen in the 800 block of 
Congress Avenue.  The 1930 U.S. Census shows Alfred still living in his parents’ home on 
San Jacinto Street, so this house was likely the first house that he owned after marrying.  
Alfred Kleinschmidt and his father had their owned restaurant on Congress Avenue until 
around 1933; the 1935 city directory shows Alfred Kleinschmidt as a cook at the Pik-A-Rib 
restaurant in the 900 block of Congress Avenue.  With them lived Marie Shaw, Alfred’s 
sister-in-law.  Marie Shaw was a waitress at the Driskill Hotel. 
The house had a series of renters from the late 1930s into the early 1940s, including a 
salesman for the Texas Public Service Company, the city’s natural gas utility, a cashier for 
an auto parts store, and a carpenter.  Around 1943, Luther and Sallie Shelton moved into 
the house, first as renters.  Luther Shelton was a shovel operator for the City Street and 
Bridge Department, then became a dragline operator for the LCRA, beginning around 1948, 
a job he maintained for the rest of his career.  He and Sallie lived in this house until around 
1959. 
From around 1959 until around 1987, the house was owned and occupied by Basilio and 
Juanita Gonzales.  Basilio (“Frank”) Gonzales was a mechanic for Ward Body Works on S. 
Congress Avenue; the firm manufactured vehicle bodies.  
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the West Line National Register Historic District. 
The house has retained a high degree of integrity of materials, but does not qualify as a 
historic landmark on its individual merits. 
 
The house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame bungalow with no other architectural 
distinction, and does not appear to have architectural significance. 

b. Historical association. The house has had a number of owners and renters 
over the years, including a restaurateur, a natural gas salesman, a shovel 
operator, and an auto body mechanic, none of whom appear to have 
significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
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or cultural identity of the city, the historic district, or a particular 
demographic group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Strongly encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, through consideration of the 
demolition delay for contributing properties within historic districts; this house represents 
an intact example of a late 1920s – early 1930s bungalow in form and design and reflects 
the historical context of this neighborhood.   While there is likely not sufficient evidence 
and justification to designate this house as an individual landmark, every effort and 
consideration should be made to preserve and adaptively re-use this house. Staff then 
recommends relocation over demolition.  If the Commission votes to release the permit, 
then staff recommends that the applicant complete a City of Austin Documentation 
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center, and that the Commission 
review the plans for any new construction proposed for this site prior to release of the 
permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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802 Pressler Street 
ca. 1930 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
802 Pressler Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
April, 2017 
 
1992  Mark and Haydee Allred, owners 

Proprietor, Black and White, Connection, photo developing and printing, 904-B 
W. 12th Street. 

 
1985-86 Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Employed by Limination Lumber (not listed in the directory). 
 
1973  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Employed by Limination Lumber (not listed in the directory) 
 
1968  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 

Mechanic, Metropolitan Coach, manufacturers, 4201 S. Congress Avenue. 
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1965  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Helper, Ward Body Works, manufacturers, 4201 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1961  Basilio L. and Juanita M. Gonzales, owners 
  Mechanic, Ward Body Works, manufacturers, 4201 S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1957  Luther E. and Sallie Shelton, owners 
  Dragline operator, LCRA 

NOTE:  Basilio and Juanita Gonzales are listed at 1126 Midway Street; he was a 
laborer. 

 
1953  Luther E. and Sallie Shelton, owners 

Dragline operator, LCRA 
 
1949  Luther E. and Sallie Shelton, owners 
  Dragline operator, LCRA 
 
1947  Luther E. and Sallie Shelton, owners 
  Crane operator, S.B. Ricks, excavating contractor, 400 West Avenue. 
 
1944-45 Luther E. and Sallie Shelton, renters 
  Gravel worker 
 
1941  G. Dewey and Nona Cox, renters 
  Carpenter 

NOTE:  Luther E. and Sallie Shelton are listed at 508 Walsh Street; he was a 
shovel operator for the City Street and Bridge Department. 

 
1939  Marshall C. Smith, renter 
  Cashier, Mountjoy Parts Company, auto accessories, 204 E. 5th Street. 
  Also listed is Millis Smith, no occupation shown. 
 
1937  Harry B. and Gladys Pearson, renters 

Salesman, Texas Public Service Company, natural gas, 907 Congress Avenue. 
 
1935  Alfred H. and Alice Kleinschmidt, owners 
  Cook, Pik-A-Rib, restaurant, 911 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed are Thornton and Marie Shaw, renters.  Thornton W. Shaw had no 
occupation shown; Marie Shaw was a waitress at the Driskill Hotel. 

 
1932-33 Alfred H. and Alice Kleinschmidt, owners 

Proprietor (with Conrad Kleinschmidt), C. Kleinschmidt & Son, restaurant, 807 
Congress Avenue. 
Also listed are Thornton W. and Marie Shaw, renters.  Thornton W. Shaw was a 
cook at the Austin Hotel, 7th Street and Congress Avenue; Marie Shaw had no 
occupation shown. 

 
1930-31 Alfred H. and Alice Kleinschmidt, owners 

Proprietor (with Conrad Kleinschmidt), C. Kleinschmidt & Son, delicatessen, 
cafeteria, fancy cheese, soft drinks, bottled beers, picnic, hot and cold lunches, 
813 Congress Avenue. 

 
1929  The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  Alfred H. and Alice Kleinschmidt are not listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Alfred H. and Alice Kleinschmidt (ca. 1930 – ca. 1936) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Alfred Kleinschmidt as the 25-year old son of Klein and Hulda 
Schmidt [sic], who owned their home worth $3,500 at 1505 San Jacinto Street in Austin.  Alfred 
Kleinschmidt had been born in Texas, and was a waiter at a delicatessen.  Both his parents had 
been born in Germany – his father was a lunch man at a delicatessen and his mother had no 
occupation listed.  Alfred had an older sister, Othelia, 30, who had been born in Texas, and was 
a saleslady at a drug store. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Alfred and Alice Kleinschmidt as the renters of the house at 3706 
(?) Wabash Avenue in Austin.  Alfred Kleinschmidt was 35, had been born in Texas, and was a 
retail beverage salesman.  Alice Kleinschmidt was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Linda, 6 months.  With them lived Alfred’s sister-in-law, 
Marie Shaw, 31, who was single, had been born in Texas, and worked as a cashier in a hotel. 
 

 
Obituary of Alfred Kleinschmidt 

Austin American-Statesman, February 4, 1979 
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Obituary of Alice Kleinschmidt 

Austin American-Statesman, November 21, 1989 
 

 
Luther E. and Sallie Shelton (ca. 1943 – ca. 1959) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows L.E. and Sallie Shelton as the renters of an apartment at 911 
West Lynn Street.  L.E. Shelton was 36, had been born in Texas, and was a shovel operator for 
the City.  Sallie Shelton was 38, had been born in Texas, and was a seamstress for a ready-to-
wear clothing store.  Their children are listed as Frank, 14; Joyce E., 11; and Christine, 10.  All 
the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Luther E. and Sally Shelton as the renters of the house at 1304 
W. 5th Street in Austin.  Luther Shelton was 26, had been born in Texas, and worked for the city 
street department.  Sally Shelton was 28, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 3 children: Frank, 4; Joyce, 1; and Evelyn, 4 months.  All the children had been 
born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Luther E. Shelton 

Austin American, September 21, 1966 
NOTE:  The name of his widow is misspelled in this obituary – her name was Sallie, not Sadie. 
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Funeral notice for Luther E. Shelton 

Austin American, September 22, 1966 
 

 
Obituary of Sallie Shelton 

Austin American-Statesman, February 2, 1969 
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Basilio and Juanita Gonzales (ca. 1959 – ca. 1987) 
 

 
Obituary of Basilio Gonzales 

Austin American-Statesman, June 17, 2002 
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Water service permit for this address (1930) 
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Sewer connection application for this house (1930) 

 

 
Building permit to Luther E. Shelton for the construction of a masonry garage apartment (1947) 

 


