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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JUNE 26, 2017 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0290 

2300 E. 10TH STREET 

 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a 1939 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled wood-frame house with asbestos siding, double-

hung wood-sash and vinyl-sash windows, and wood trim. Additions include a rear gable-

roofed addition on the north and an open carport supported by posts on the west façade. 

 

RESEARCH 

2300 E. 10th Street was constructed in 1939. It was occupied from 1940 to 1989 by William 

J. (Willie) and Frances E. S. Daniels. The Danielses initially rented the house, but had 

purchased it by 1949. Willie worked as a porter for the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity 

before enlisting in the Army in 1943. After Willie returned from the war, he worked for 

more than 23 years as a janitor at the Texas Employment Commission before retiring ca. 

1972. Frances is listed in city directories as a maid during World War II. The Danielses 

were members of the Mt. Olive Baptist Church. They lived in the house until their deaths: 

Frances in 1988 and Willie in 1989. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was surveyed as part of the East Austin Historic Resource Survey in 2016. It 

was recommended not eligible for local or National Register designation. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old, having been constructed in 1939. 

2) The building retains a moderate degree of integrity. It retains a high degree of 

integrity of location, setting, and craftsmanship. It retains a moderate degree of 

integrity of design, materials, and feeling. Integrity of association is not applicable. 

3) The property does not appear to demonstrate significance according to any of the 

historic designation criteria listed in the City of Austin Land Development Code 

(Section 25-2-352). 

a. Architecture. The house is built in a vernacular style. It does not appear to be 

architecturally significant. 

b. Historical association. The property has longstanding associations with the 

family of Willie and Frances Daniels, as it was been owned and inhabited by 

the Daniels family from 1940 to 1989. However, there do not appear to be 

significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, East Austin, or a particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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Designation Criteria—Historic Area (HD) Combining District 
The 2300 block of E. 10th Street does not meet the criteria for designation as a local historic 

district. The street includes new construction, houses built across a wide range of time 

periods, and widespread alterations. 

 

This house does not appear to meet the criteria for designation, either as a historic 

landmark or as a contributing structure to a potential local historic district. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse. If 

rehabilitation and reuse are not feasible, then staff encourages relocation over demolition, 

and recommends release of the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 

Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 

narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 

Primary (south) façade of 2300 E 10th Street 

 

Secondary (east) façade 
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Occupancy History 

City Directory Research, Austin History Center 

By City Historic Preservation Office 

June 2017 

 

1977-89 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Retired 

 

1972 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Custodian, State Employment Commission 

 

1968 No return. The Danielses were living at 913 Cardinal Lane at this time. William 

Daniels was listed as a State Health Department employee. 

 

1964 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Janitor, no place of employment listed 

 

1958-61 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Janitor, State Employment Commission 

 

1955 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Porter, Griffin & Fox Orthopedic Clinic, 1010 W 19th 

 

1949-52 William J. and Frances Daniels, homeowners 

 Janitor, Texas Employment Commission, 300 W 6th / 6th floor of Brown Building 

 

1944-45 Frances Daniels, renter 

 Maid, no place of employment listed 

 

1941 William J. and Frances S. Daniels, renters 

 Porter, Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, 2614 Rio Grande 

 

1940 William J. and Frances S. Daniels, renters 

 Porter, no place of employment listed 

 

Biographical Notes 

William J. Daniels was born in Travis County on August 11, 1907. He attended college for 

two years, and worked as a porter or janitor for his entire career. He enlisted in the Army 

in November 1943, when he was 36. He died on February 20, 1989. 

 

Frances Eva Smith Daniels was born on April 5, 1908. She worked as a maid when her 

husband William was in the army; it is not clear from records whether she continued to 

work after he returned. She died on September 11, 1988. 

 

Before they moved to 2300 E. 10th Street, the Danielses rented at 1184 Navasota. At the 

time, William Daniels was working at a porter, with no place of employment listed. 

 

The Danielses were members of Mt. Olive Baptist Church. Mt. Olive was founded in 1889 

and originally occupied a building at 1103 E. 4th Street, in the Masontown African 
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American community. The church moved to a new building at 1113 Leona—half a mile from 

2300 E. 10th Street—ca. 1940. Mt. Olive’s current church building at 1800 E. 11th Street was 

constructed in 1956. It stands a five-minute walk (0.3 miles) from 2300 E. 10th Street. 

 

 

Obituary from the Austin American, 2/23/1989 
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Obituary from the Austin American-Statesman, 9/13/1988 

 

Building Permits 

 
Building permit for new house at 2300 E. 10th Street to N. Hartwell, 1/6/1939. 
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Building permit for attached carport to William and Frances Daniels, 11/1/1954. 

 

 
Building permit for frame addition (kitchen, bathroom, and screened porch) to William Daniels, 
5/3/1960.  
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Building permit for frame addition (utility room) to William Daniels, 10/24/1963. 

 

 
Inspection report for frame addition (utility room) to William Daniels, 10/24/1963. 
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Inspection report for re-roofing, remodeling, and repairs to William Daniels, 12/28/1979. 

 


