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Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
timeline 

   
June 29th  PAC briefing  
 
Mid-July  Draft PSAP available for public review 
 
July 26th   PAC Project Subcommittee workshop on PSAP  
 
August 7th  Full PAC recommendation 
 
Throughout August briefings to boards + commissions 
   revisions to draft plan 
 
~September:  Council considers plan 
 



Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
plan contents 

   
Chapter 1 Introduction 
 
Chapter 2 Pedestrian Crash Analysis 
 
Chapter 3 Community Priorities 
 
Chapter 4 Pedestrian Safety Priority Networks 
 
Chapter 5 Action Plan 
 
  
 

DRAFT 
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peds = 29% of 
fatalities 
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CRIS 2010-2016 
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Estimated  
$50 million - $400 million 
economic impact per year 

National Safety Council. Estimating the Costs of Unintentional Injuries, 2014  

wage and productivity losses 

medical expenses 

administrative expenses 

motor vehicle damage 

employers’ uninsured costs  

value of lost quality of life  
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12 PBCAT 2010-2015 

Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 
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Six Crash Types made up 88% of serious injury and fatal crashes in Austin 
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PBCAT 2010-2015 

Six Crash Types made up 
88% of serious injury and 
fatal crashes in Austin 

Working draft – final analysis may change  
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Intersection 
or Near 

Intersection 
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Mid-Block 
38% 

Driveways 
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CRIS 2010-2016 
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When fault was assigned, Motorists 
were found to be at fault 48% of 

the time compared with 
Pedestrians at 44% of the time.  

 
(PBCAT 2010-2015) 
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In “Crossing Roadway - Vehicle 
Turning” Crashes, drivers were 
found to be at fault 80% of the 
time, while pedestrians were found 
to be at fault 11% of the time.  
(PBCAT 2010-2015) 
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In “Crossing Roadway - Vehicle  
NOT Turning” Crashes, drivers were 
found to be at fault 44% of the 
time, while pedestrians were found 
to be at fault 56% of the time.  
(PBCAT 2010-2015) 



Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Chapter 2 – Pedestrian Crash Analysis  

Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

Fatal Crashes 

Probability of Serious Injury or Fatality 

Posted Speed Limit CRIS 2010-2015 

K = fatal 
SI = Seriously Injured 
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CRIS 2010-2015 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

CRIS 2010-2015 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

CRIS 2010-2016 

For crashes that occurred in the 
dark, the presence of street 
lighting was correlated with an 8% 
reduction in the probability of 
fatality or incapacitating injury.  

CRIS 2010-2015 

CRIS 2010-2015 
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Top Contributing Factors 

 Factor 
n 

% of 

total 

Failure to Yield  965 51% 

Distraction 315 17% 

Impairment 162 9% 

Improper Maneuver 132 7% 

Speed 60 3% 

Failure to Stop 46 2% 

Other 209 11% 

Total Mentions 1,889 



PSAP 
Chapter 2 – Pedestrian Crash Analysis  

Serious Injury and Fatal Crashes per Capita 

By Census Tract 
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When comparing the highest crash Census Tracts versus 
the lowest crash Census Tracts in Austin, the highest 
crash Tracts have: 

• 20% lower car ownership 

• 4X transit ridership 

• $49K median household income vs $90k ($65 for entire City) 

• 26% non-white vs 18% non-white (24% for all of Austin) 
 38% Hispanic/Latino vs 25% Hispanic/Latino (34% for all of Austin) 
 11% black vs 4% black (8% for all of Austin) 

• 13% speak English “less than very well” vs 5% (10% all of Austin) 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

“Crossing Expressway” accounts for only 4% of serious injury/fatal (KAB) pedestrian crashes in Austin 

PBACT 2010-2015 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

“Crossing Expressway” accounts for  nearly a quarter of all pedestrian fatalities in Austin 

CRIS 2010-2015 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

I-35 Pedestrian Road Safety Audit – March 28th-30th, 2017  
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29 Vision Zero Input Map 

7,200+ comments as of May 1st  
 
40% of which are pedestrian-related 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top pedestrian-related comments 

http://austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=fd3e3e7168fc4b3e9b43ff81f621ec34
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Areas high % population under 16

Areas with high bicycle mode share

Locations with little/no street lighting

Locations that help complete safe routes to schools and transit

Locations that serve people with disabilities

Locations that are unlikely to redevelop in the near-term

Locations with low traffic speeds or volumes

Proximity to Commercial Centers

Proximity to Government Offices

Streets with missing/incomplete sidewalks

Proximity to Public Parking Facilities

Areas with low car ownership

Proximity to Religious Institutions

Median Household Income of the surronding area

Proximity to Major Employers

Proximity to Communter Rail Stations

Locations with wide streets

Proximity to Income Restrcited Affordable Housing

Locations with high numbers of ped fatalities

Locations with high numbers of serious injuries

Proximity to Places that Older Adults Frequent

Proximity to Core Transit Corridors

Residential Population of the surronding area

Proximity to Grocery Stores

Locations that lack bicycle facilities

Locations with high traffic volumes

Locations with long distances between traffic signals

Locations with high traffic speeds

Proximity to Transit Stops

Proximity to Places of Public Accomodation

Proximity to Public or Private Schools

Locations with high crash totals, regardless of injury severity

n = 700 

Which criteria do you feel are 
most important for identifying 
and prioritizing locations that 
should receive pedestrian 
safety treatments? 



    High Crash Network                                    

Demand Score 

 Risk Characteristics Score 

Crash Score 

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Chapter 4 - Pedestrian Safety Priority Network 

Three components: 



Crash Score 
 
• Total # of pedestrian crashes 

(2010-2015) 
 

• Higher weight given to 
severe injury and fatal 
crashes 

 
• Segments = crashes per mile 

 
• Intersections = total crashes 

within 100 ft. 
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DRAFT 



Demand Score 
 
• Adapted from Sidewalk Master Plan 

prioritization criteria 
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• Based on proximity to:  
• Transit Stops 
• Public or Private Schools 
• Major Employers 
• Grocery Stores 
• Commuter Rail Stations 
• Government Offices 
• Places of Public 

Accommodation (parks, 
fire/police stations, hospitals, 
libraries, museums,, etc.) 

• Core Transit Corridors 
• Places that Older Adults 

Frequent (health care 
facilities, nursing homes, etc.) 
 

 
 

• Income Restricted Affordable 
Housing 

• Public Parking Facilities 
• Religious Institutions 
• Residential Population 

(density) of the surrounding 
area 

• Median Household Income of 
the surrounding area 

• Additional criteria added: car ownership of census tract  

DRAFT 



Risk Characteristics Score 
 
• Speed 

 
• Number of lanes 

 
• Distance to nearest signalized 

crossing 
 

• Presence of sidewalks 

Risk 

Risk 

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Chapter 4 - Pedestrian Safety Priority Network 
 

Placeholder: Risk Score under 
development 

DRAFT 
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Focus Areas 

• Engineering 

• Education 

• Evaluation 

• Enforcement 

• Policy + Land Use 

• Partners + Funding  
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37 

 

 

 
Establish a Pedestrian Crossing Improvement Program to install 
large numbers of high-impact, cost-effective pedestrian safety 
treatments throughout Austin. 

Engineering recommendation highlight 
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Establish a Pedestrian Crossing  
Improvement Program 

 
 

Vision Zero Action Plan 
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Establish a Pedestrian Crossing Improvement Program 

 
 

Comments on pedestrian safety 
Vision Zero Input Map, as of 3/22/2017 

Pedestrian Crashes 
Austin, 2010-2015 
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Establish a Pedestrian Crossing  
Improvement Program 

 
 

Not just this… 
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Establish and fund a Pedestrian Crossing  
Improvement Program 

 
 

…but also all of this! 



42 
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and this … 
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Establish a Pedestrian Crossing Improvement Program 

 
 

Opportunistic Projects Proactive Projects 

Barton Hills Drive 
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Establish and fund a Pedestrian Crossing Improvement Program 
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45 

 

 

 
Deploy Vision Zero Street Teams to conduct targeted outreach 
and educational campaigns promoting pedestrian safety 

Education recommendation highlight 
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Deploy Vision Zero Street Teams to conduct targeted outreach and 
educational  campaigns promoting pedestrian safety 

 
 
 

PAC Pedestrian Crossing Rules 
and Regulations research 
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Establish a robust pedestrian counting program to gain a better 
understanding of walking demand in Austin. 

Evaluation recommendation highlight 
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Establish a pedestrian counting program 

 

 
 

+ 

Current Practice: 



High Demand Score  
 
• Based on proximity to:  

• Transit Stops 
• Public or Private Schools 
• Major Employers 
• Grocery Stores 
• Commuter Rail Stations 
• Government Offices 
• Places of Public Accommodation (parks, 

fire/police stations, hospitals, libraries, 
museums,, etc.) 

• Core Transit Corridors 
• Places that Older Adults Frequent (health care 

facilities, nursing homes, etc.) 
• Income Restricted Affordable Housing 
• Public Parking Facilities 
• Religious Institutions 
• Residential Population (density) of the 

surrounding area 
• Median Household Income of the surrounding 

area 
 

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Chapter 5 – Action Plan 
Establish a pedestrian counting program 

 
 



Opportunities: 
 
• Need to account for exposure 

 
• Crash prediction 

 
• Enhanced project identification/prioritization 
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Establish a counting program 

 

‘The quality of Seattle’s data enabled … the 
nation’s first model that predicts where future 
pedestrian and bicycle crashes will occur” 
 
Toole Design Group, Presented at Transportation 
Research Board in January 2017. 



Near-miss analytics: 
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Near-miss analytics: 
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56 

 

 

 Include pedestrian safety and comfort as principal 
considerations in all City policies governing street and site 
design 

Land Use + Policy recommendation highlight 
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Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 

Fatal Crashes 

Posted Speed Limit 

Include pedestrian safety and comfort as principal 
considerations in all City policies governing street and site 
design 
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Include pedestrian safety and comfort as principal considerations in all 
City policies governing street and site design 

Intersection 
or Near 

Intersection 
56% 

Mid-Block 
39% 

Driveways 
5% 

Exiting Driveway/Alley 
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Include pedestrian safety and comfort as principal considerations in all 
City policies governing street and site design 

https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/ 
 

https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
https://austintexas.gov/page/street-design-guide/
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 Work with Austin Police Department to organize enforcement 
campaigns targeting the top contributing factors and crash 
types for pedestrian crashes  

Enforcement recommendation highlight 
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campaigns … 

 



Top Contributing Factors 

 Factor 
n 

% of 

total 

Failure to Yield  965 51% 

Distraction 315 17% 

Impairment 162 9% 

Improper Maneuver 132 7% 

Speed 60 3% 

Failure to Stop 46 2% 

Other 209 11% 

Total Mentions 1889 

Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
Chapter 5 – Action Plan 
Work with Austin Police Department to organize enforcement 
campaigns … 



65 

Source: PBCAT crash data, 2010-2015 
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TOP 6 CRASH GROUPS FOR  
ALL INJURY/FATAL CRASHES  
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Work with Austin Police Department to organize enforcement 
campaigns … 
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St Paul Stop for Me Campaign 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8eC-u1dJ1t4
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Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
timeline 

   
June 29th  PAC briefing  
 
Mid-July  Draft PSAP available for public review 
 
July 26th   PAC Project Subcommittee workshop on PSAP  
 
August 7th  Full PAC recommendation 
 
August  boards + commissions + other stakeholder consultation 
   revisions to draft plan 
 
~September:  Council considers plan 
 



Austin Pedestrian Safety Action Plan 
June 29th, 2017 
 

Joel Meyer｜Pedestrian Coordinator 
Austin Transportation Department 
joel.meyer@austintexas.gov 
(512) 974-1405 

Questions/Comments? 


