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This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.
This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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Request for a 
residential fence 
height variance

Christian Krahenbuhl & 
Jennifer James
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The bottom of the fence along Salt Cedar Trail is only a few inches above the sidewalk plane, the grade 
increases from there to the home’s foundation. We attempted to take photo (level with the horizon) at the 
center of the fence section (as demonstrated by the gate level) to allow for a realistic perspective.
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Introduction
Hello, my name is Christian Krahenbuhl and my wife’s name is Jennifer James. Our homestead is at 

12301 Eagle Rock Cove Austin, 78750. We apologize for not clearly documenting whom we spoke with at 

the Austin Code Department, we should have been more diligent. We would not be in front of this board if 

we had gotten everything correct and within Austin City Cody as intended. 

We understand and respect Austin City Codes and, on a previous project (our meditation room), were 

able to properly handle all permitting prior to construction. These hardships are unique due to our corner lot 

location and the topography of our property. We admit that a 6’ fence would contain any bark washout and 

would limit some of the wind, but would not provide a safe environment for our children and our chickens. A 

6’ fence would easily allow someone to peer into our property by standing on the utility box at the corner of 

our lot. A 6’ fences does not provide reasonable privacy due to the significant grade at the south side of our 

property as well. Granting our variance request would simply keep our kiddos and chickens safe and allow 

for reasonable privacy.
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Why we are here.
§ 25-2-899 - FENCES AS ACCESSORY USES.

(E) A solid fence along a property line may be constructed to a maximum height of eight feet if each owner of property that 
adjoins a section of the fence that exceeds a height of six feet files a written consent to the construction of the fence with the 
building official, and:

(1) there is a change in grade of at least two feet within 50 feet of the boundary between adjoining properties; or
(2) a structure, including a telephone junction box, exists that is reasonably likely to enable a child to climb over a six foot 

fence and gain access to a hazardous situation, including a swimming pool.

* We are unable to get the City of Austin’s signature, but every adjacent neighbor and those across the street that can directly 
see our fence have given us written consent to construct the fence.
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Our Story
We are very much a DIY family. We wanted a property fence for several reasons:

1. Keep our 6 and 7-year-old kiddos safe from road traffic.

2. Keep our chickens safe, and curious neighbors on the sidewalk rather than in our backyard hanging out 

with the chickens when we are not home. This seriously happened several times.

3. Lessen wind from the cul de sac.

4. Stop our mulch from washing away during heavy storms.

5. Allow for reasonable privacy.

We extensively read the Anderson Mill Deed Restrictions as well as the Austin City Code concerning the 

matter. We started to build the fence ourselves as we have built several fences for ourselves in the past, but 

digging the holes through our soil proved too difficult for us so we hired a contractor to complete the work.
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Our Research
1. We asked our direct neighbors, the Figlans, if a fence was acceptable. We felt this was appropriate. 

They asked us to not put a fence between our property and theirs  as we had wanted. They said that 

they really appreciate our trees, so we obliged.

2. We scheduled a formal Architectural Control Review with Anderson Mill Limited District (AMLD). The 

Control Review was approved by the AMLD Board.

3. We called an employee of the Austin Code Department to review details of our situation where we 

had agreed that a fence that was not above 8’ tall would be compliant and would not require a special 

permit due to our utility box located on the corner of our property and the hazardous situation of our 

cacti, agave (that have since died due to the freeze this year), and metal yard art/play structure (as 

pictured in slide 6).

4. We spoke with neighbors whom recently built fences or had a fence built for their property.

5. We spoke in detail with several fence contractors during the bidding process for our property fence.
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Facts About Our Property 
1. The grade on the south side of our home is steep. Our sidewalk plane is 35 inches below to base of the home’s 

foundation. Whenever it would heavily rain, almost all of our mulch on the side of the home would wash away into the 
streets and clog up the gutters. We spent thousands of dollars on the xyrascaping and mulch for the existing trees, and 
recovering our mulch took hours. We want to keep our established trees naturally hydrated knowing that long-periods 
of drought can be expected.

2. At the southeast corner of our property, the top of utility box is 45 inches tall, making it very easy for someone to climb 
over a 6’ fence and jump or fall into our agave, cacti, or our welded steel yard art. This is a hazardous situation.

3. The grade on the south side of our home is steep. A laser level measures 97 Inches from the sidewalk plane to bottom of 
our master bathroom window...making it very easy to see inside our master bathroom as well as our guest room, son’s 
room, and master bedroom. A 6’ fence would not provide reasonable privacy as one could still peer into our home very 
easily due to the steep grade and the setback requirements for the fence.

4. Every neighbor within 300’ of our property has signed the declaration of support for this variance request.
5. Every neighbor, directly next to our property and across the street, that can directly see our fence has signed a letter of 

support.
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Conclusion
We are good stewards of the land and believers in adhering to code and compliance. We submit the 

following as evidence. We have applied and been awarded the following thus far:

1. WaterWise Landscape Residential Rebates,

2. Landscape Survival Tools Residential Rebate,

3. Rainwater Harvesting Rebate,

4. Anderson Mill Limited District architectural control review approval,

5. Electrical permit from the City of Austin for our home structure (meditation room) prior to 

construction,

6. And we had chickens well before the City of Austin’s chicken rebate program was introduced.

We have also xyrascaped our entire property ourselves to reduce water consumption yet have an 

aesthetically pleasing landscape for us and the neighborhood to enjoy.
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