
 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 
TO:  Andrew Rivera, Planning Commission Coordinator 
 Planning and Zoning Department 
  
FROM:  Kim Vasquez, Property Agent Senior 

Land Management 
Office of Real Estate Services  

                       
DATE:           July 17, 2017 
 
SUBJECT:    F#9642-1601 - Vacation of a portion of unconstructed right-

of-way of Grove Boulevard, located at 500 Montopolis Drive  
 
Attached are the departmental comments and other information pertinent to the 
referenced right of way vacation. The area being requested for vacation will be 
used for future property development. All affected departments and private utility 
franchise holders have reviewed this request and recommend approval, subject 
to an easement for a 16-foot wide pedestrian and bicycle trail. 
 
The right of way vacation application was presented before the Planning 
Commission on April 26, 2016 meeting; with the Commissioners unanimously 
granting staff’s recommendation of the application on a consent agenda. It is 
being brought forward again as there has been a change in agreement; whereas 
previously the property owner had agreed to dedicate a new street alignment on 
the property. Presently, the property owner will instead agree to dedicate and 
construct a 16-foot wide pedestrian and bicycle trail across the property 
connecting Montopolis Drive to Kemp Street. 
 
The applicant has requested that this item be submitted for placement on the    
July 25, 2017 Planning Commission Agenda for their consideration. 
 
 
Staff contact: Kim Vasquez 512-974-9241, kim.vasquez@austintexas.gov 
 
Applicant: Amanda Swor, Senior Project Manager, Drenner Group, PC 
 
Abutting Landowner: KEEP Investment Group, LLC 
 
The applicant and/or their representative will be present at the meeting to answer 
any questions regarding the project and vacation request. 
 
 
Kim Vasquez, Property Agent Senior 
Land Management 
OFFICE OF REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
 
Attachments 
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SUMMARY OF REVIEWERS’ COMMENTS REPORT 
F#9642-1601 UNCONSTRUCTED ROAD VACATION [500 MONTOPOLIS] 
 

CONDITIONAL APPROVAL COMMENTS 
PARD 
ASSESSMENT: “PARD approves the right-of-way vacation contingent upon providing an easement for a 16-foot wide 
paved pedestrian & cyclist path from Montopolis Drive to Kemp Street as described in the email from Robert Spillar on 
June 1, 2017”. – Jackie Chuter, PARD 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – LAND USE REVIEW WITH TRANSPORTATION 
ASSESSMENT: “DS staff supports the 0.736 acre right-of-way vacation as requested by the applicant with the 
condition that the property owner provides an easement and construction of a 16 foot wide paved pathway for 
pedestrian and bicycle trail”. – Sangeeta Jain, DSD Land Use Review Transportation 
 
AUSTIN TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT 

ASSESSMENT: “….While ATD advocates for full connectivity whenever possible, we understand that the planned 
Grove extension is likely not to connect to Montopolis as originally envisioned and prescribed in the E. Riverside Drive 
Regulating Plan. Conditions in the community have changed including the redevelopment of property along Grove 
Boulevard as a Nature Preserve and the absence of a key piece of ROW that would have allowed for a roadway 
extension. While a roadway connection may not be feasible, ATD would request the dedication of an easement and the 
construction of a 16-foot wide paved path along the property from Montopolis to Kemp St. to allow for future pedestrian 
and bicycle connectivity from the Montopolis neighborhood to Roy Guerrero Park, the Nature Preserve, and the on-
street bicycle facilities on Grove Boulevard. This would be consistent with the right-of-way owned by the City between 
Kemp Street and the Park.  We would likely request that the design of the path be sensitive to the context of the 
surrounding community and historic nature of the site, but paved for accessibility.  We are willing to work with the 
developer to position this future trail connection and design it in a manner to minimally affect their site.  I believe they 
indicated that they would be amenable to a pedestrian connection.  In my professional opinion, a trail connection here 
would add to the historic nature of the repurposed old school building, connecting it with the neighborhoods it once 
served and fulfilling the intent of a compact and connected community as identified in Imagine Austin.  

Through the development process, we would request that the developer of 500 Montopolis complete the construction 
of this path as part of their development in lieu of constructing the roadway that would normally be required”…. – 
Robert Spiller, Director, ATD 

 

APPROVED COMMENTS 

  

• AT&T • GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS 

• AUSTIN ENERGY • PARKS & RECREATION (PARD) 

• GOOGLE • DEVELOPMENT SERVICES Land Use Review (Engineering) 

• AUSTIN RESOURCE RECOVERY • PLANNING & ZONING Neighborhood Planning 

• AUSTIN TRANSPORTATION • PLANNING & ZONING Urban Design 

• AUSTIN WATER • PLANNING & ZONING Zoning Review 

• CAPITAL METRO • PUBLIC WORKS Sidewalks & Special Projects 

• CTM-GAATN • TEXAS GAS 

• EMS • SPECTRUM/CHARTER (TIME WARNER) 

• FIRE • WATERSHED PROTECTION Engineering 
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REVISED MEMORANDUM 
Case No.:    9642-1601 
Date:        June 8, 2017 

 
SUBJECT:     STREET VACATION  
 
  
(  ) Lucy Cabading  AT&T (  ) Jackie Chuter PARD 
(  ) Melody Giambruno Austin Energy  (  ) Joydeep Goswami    DSD (LUR-Engineering) 
(  ) Katrina Fenrick Austin Resource Recovery (  ) Sangeeta Jain DSD (LUR-Transportation) 
(  ) Anna Martin Austin Transportation (  ) Mark Walters P&Z (Comp. Planning) 
(  ) Angela Baez Austin Water  (  ) Humberto Rey P&Z (Urban Design)  
(  ) Roberto Gonzalez Capital Metro   (  ) Wendy Rhoades P&Z (Zoning Review)  
(  ) Bruna Quinonez Code Compliance (  ) David Boswell PWD – Office of City Eng’r 
(  ) Carlos Dematos CTM – GAATN (  ) Janae Ryan PWD (connectivity) 
(  ) Milissa Warren EMS (  ) Christian Barraza  Texas Gas  
(  ) Rolando Rodriguez  Fire (  ) Kevin Rooney  Time Warner 
(  ) Scott Cunningham Google (  ) Annabell Ulary WPD (Engineering)  
(  ) Daniel Pina Grande Communication  
   
   

A request has been received for the vacation of an unconstructed portion of right-of-way 
dedicated to the City of Austin by Deed recorded in Volume 10395, Page 412, Travis 
County Real Property Records (Located at 500 Montopolis Dr.) 
 
Please review this request and return your comments to Kim Vasquez (974-9241), 
email address: landmanagement@austintexas.gov or Fax: 974-7088.  Physical 
address:  Office of Real Estate Services, 505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 1350. Due 
Date: 
June 16, 2017 
 
APPROVAL:     _____ YES _____ Yes, Subj. to Reqm't  ____ No 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan  - - -  (CITY OF AUSTIN REVIEWERS ONLY): 
Please also review the Vacation request based on the Priority Programs and policy directives set forth in 
the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan (page 186). 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reviewed by: __________________________        Telephone: ______________ 
 
Date: _________________________________     
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From: CLMD Land Management
To: "g03803@att.com"; "Giambruno, Melody (Melody.Giambruno@austinenergy.com)"; Fenrick, Katrina; Austin, Lee;

 Borkar-Desai, Dipti; Martin, Anna; Baez, Angela; "Roberto.Gonzalez@capmetro.org"; Quinonez, Bruna; DeMatos,
 Carlos; Warren, Milissa; Rodriguez, Rolando; Scott Cunningham (sccunningham@google.com); "Daniel Pina";
 Chuter, Jackie; Goswami, Joydeep; Jain, Sangeeta; Walters, Mark; Rey, Humberto; Rhoades, Wendy; Boswell,
 David; Dusza, Eric; Ryan, Janae; "christian.barraza@onegas.com"; Kevin.Rooney@charter.com; Ulary, Annabell

Cc: Turner, Mike - ARR; Bollich, Eric; Spillar, Rob; Marquez, David; Magana, David; Bohrer, Katina; Boyle, Joseph W;
 Smith, Mashell

Subject: RE: F#9642-1601 ROW Vacation - 500 Montopolis: Request for Updated Vacation Approval Comment (Deadline
 6/16/17)

Date: Thursday, June 08, 2017 5:16:00 PM
Attachments: Fwd 500 Montopolis.msg

F#9642-1601 - Packet.pdf
Revised Comment Memo 6.8.17.pdf

Importance: High

Greetings,
 
We received earlier approvals for the right-of-way vacation at 500 Montopolis with condition of the
 proposed relocation of the street right-of-way as cited in the applicant’s transmittal letter. Lately we
 received recent changes to the application due to the neighborhood’s community outreach of the
 site’s development plans.  Mainly there will no longer be a right-of-way dedication as proposed but
 instead the property owner is requested to provide an easement and construction of a 16 foot wide
 paved pathway for pedestrian and bicycle trail.
 
The change alters the right-of-way vacation application as it is now considered modified, as such we
 are requesting all reviewers to review the application a second time.  It is an urgent request to
 provide the revised comment no later than June 16, 2017.
 
Attached:

1.       Email from Austin Transportation regarding the change from a right-of-way dedication to an
 easement for trail connection.

2.       Original vacation packet review
3.       Revised street vacation memo

 
Please contact me for any questions.
 
 
Thank you,
 
Kim Vasquez
Property Agent Senior
City of Austin | Office of Real Estate Services
505 Barton Springs Rd, Suite 1350
Austin, TX 78704
512-974-9241 Office
Kim.vasquez@austintexas.gov
 
 

From: CLMD Land Management 
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Fwd: 500 Montopolis

		From

		Martin, Anna

		To

		Amanda W. Swor

		Recipients

		ASwor@drennergroup.com



Forwarding to correct email address.

Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:



From: "Spillar, Rob" <Rob.Spillar@austintexas.gov>
Date: June 1, 2017 at 10:19:15 AM CDT
To: "Houston, Ora" <Ora.Houston@austintexas.gov>
Cc: "Chincanchan, David" <David.Chincanchan@austintexas.gov>, "Linseisen, Andrew" <Andrew.Linseisen@austintexas.gov>, "Rusthoven, Jerry" <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov>, "aswar@drennergroup.com" <aswar@drennergroup.com>, "stephanie@keeprealestate.com" <stephanie@keeprealestate.com>, "Martin, Anna" <Anna.Martin@austintexas.gov>
Subject: 500 Montopolis



Council Member Houston,

 

I am writing to follow up on our meeting last week regarding the proposed extension of Grove Boulevard to Montopolis Street as it relates to the proposed development at 500 Montopolis Street (the site of the Old Negro School).  I committed to respond to the group this week.  

 

While ATD advocates for full connectivity whenever possible, we understand that the planned Grove extension is likely not to connect to Montopolis as originally envisioned and prescribed in the E. Riverside Drive Regulating Plan. Conditions in the community have changed including the redevelopment of property along Grove Boulevard as a Nature Preserve and the absence of a key piece of ROW that would have allowed for a roadway extension. While a roadway connection may not be feasible, ATD would request the dedication of an easement and the construction of a 16-foot wide paved path along the property from Montopolis to Kemp St. to allow for future pedestrian and bicycle connectivity from the Montopolis neighborhood to Roy Guerrero Park, the Nature Preserve, and the on-street bicycle facilities on Grove Boulevard. This would be consistent with the right-of-way owned by the City between Kemp Street and the Park.  We would likely request that the design of the path be sensitive to the context of the surrounding community and historic nature of the site, but paved for accessibility.  We are willing to work with the developer to position this future trail connection and design it in a manner to minimally affect their site.  I believe they indicated that they would be amenable to a pedestrian connection.  In my professional opinion, a trail connection here would add to the historic nature of the repurposed old school building, connecting it with the neighborhoods it once served and fulfilling the intent of a compact and connected community as identified in Imagine Austin. 

 

Through the development process, we would request that the developer of 500 Montopolis complete the construction of this path as part of their development in lieu of constructing the roadway that would normally be required.

 

Please feel free to contact me or Anna Martin, my Area Traffic Engineer for this project, with any questions or concerns. 

 

Robert Spillar

Director

Austin Transportation Department

 




 MEMORANDUM 
Case No.:    9642-1601 
Date:     Jan. 26th, 2016 


 
SUBJECT:     STREET VACATION  
 
 
(  ) Lucy Cabading  AT&T (  ) Marilyn Lamensdorf PARD 
(  ) Melody Giambruno Austin Energy  (  ) David Marquez    DSD (LUR-Engineering) 
(  ) Katrina Fenrick Austin Resource Recovery (  ) Sangeeta Jain DSD (LUR-Transportation) 
(  ) Rob Spillar Austin Transportation Director  (  ) Mark Walters P&Z (Comp. Planning) 
(  ) Angela Baez Austin Water  (  ) Humberto Rey P&Z (Urban Design)  
(  ) Roberto Gonzalez Capital Metro   (  ) Wendy Rhoades P&Z (Zoning Review)  
(  ) Bruna Quinonez Code Compliance (  ) David Boswell PWD – Office of City Eng’r 
(  ) Carlos Dematos CTM – GAATN (  ) Nadia Barrera                  PWD (connectivity) 
(  ) Milissa Warren EMS (  ) Christian Barraza  Texas Gas  
(  ) Frank Alvarez  Fire (  ) Joseph Boyle  Time Warner 
(  ) Scott Cunningham Google (  ) Katina Bohrer WPD (Engineering)  
(  ) Luis Mata Grande Communication  
   
   
  


A request has been received for the vacation of an unconstructed portion of right-of-way 
dedicated to the City of Austin by Deed recorded in Volume 10395, Page 412, Travis 
County Real Property Records (Located at 500 Montopolis Dr.) 
 
Please review this request and return your comments to Eric Hammack (974-7079), 
email address: landmanagement@austintexas.gov or Fax: 974-7088.  Physical address:  
Office of Real Estate Services, 505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 1350. Due Date: 
February, 9th, 2016. 
 
APPROVAL:     _____ YES _____ Yes, Subj. to Reqm't  ____ No 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan  - - -  (CITY OF AUSTIN REVIEWERS ONLY): 
Please also review the Vacation request based on the Priority Programs and policy directives set forth in 
the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan (page 186). 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reviewed by: __________________________        Telephone: ______________ 
 
Date: _________________________________     
















































REVISED MEMORANDUM 
Case No.:    9642-1601 
Date:        June 8, 2017 


 
SUBJECT:     STREET VACATION  
 
  
(  ) Lucy Cabading  AT&T (  ) Jackie Chuter PARD 
(  ) Melody Giambruno Austin Energy  (  ) Joydeep Goswami    DSD (LUR-Engineering) 
(  ) Katrina Fenrick Austin Resource Recovery (  ) Sangeeta Jain DSD (LUR-Transportation) 
(  ) Anna Martin Austin Transportation (  ) Mark Walters P&Z (Comp. Planning) 
(  ) Angela Baez Austin Water  (  ) Humberto Rey P&Z (Urban Design)  
(  ) Roberto Gonzalez Capital Metro   (  ) Wendy Rhoades P&Z (Zoning Review)  
(  ) Bruna Quinonez Code Compliance (  ) David Boswell PWD – Office of City Eng’r 
(  ) Carlos Dematos CTM – GAATN (  ) Janae Ryan PWD (connectivity) 
(  ) Milissa Warren EMS (  ) Christian Barraza  Texas Gas  
(  ) Rolando Rodriguez  Fire (  ) Kevin Rooney  Time Warner 
(  ) Scott Cunningham Google (  ) Annabell Ulary WPD (Engineering)  
(  ) Daniel Pina Grande Communication  
   
   
A request has been received for the vacation of an unconstructed portion of right-of-way 
dedicated to the City of Austin by Deed recorded in Volume 10395, Page 412, Travis 
County Real Property Records (Located at 500 Montopolis Dr.) 
 
Please review this request and return your comments to Kim Vasquez (974-9241), 
email address: landmanagement@austintexas.gov or Fax: 974-7088.  Physical 
address:  Office of Real Estate Services, 505 Barton Springs Road, Suite 1350. Due 
Date: 
June 16, 2017 
 
APPROVAL:     _____ YES _____ Yes, Subj. to Reqm't  ____ No 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan  - - -  (CITY OF AUSTIN REVIEWERS ONLY): 
Please also review the Vacation request based on the Priority Programs and policy directives set forth in 
the Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan (page 186). 
 
Comments: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reviewed by: __________________________        Telephone: ______________ 
 
Date: _________________________________     



mailto:landmanagement@austintexas.gov



		APPROVAL:     _____ YES _____ Yes, Subj. to Reqm't  ____ No





Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2016 3:51 PM
To: 'g07099@att.com' <g07099@att.com>; Giambruno, Melody
 <Melody.Giambruno@austinenergy.com>; Fenrick, Katrina <Katrina.Fenrick@austintexas.gov>;
 Turner, Mike - ARR/QA <Mike.Turner2@austintexas.gov>; Austin, Lee
 <Lee.Austin@austintexas.gov>; Borkar-Desai, Dipti <Dipti.Borkar-Desai@austintexas.gov>; Martin,
 Anna <Anna.Martin@austintexas.gov>; Dierenfield, Laura <Laura.Dierenfield@austintexas.gov>;
 Baez, Angela <Angela.Baez@austintexas.gov>; 'Roberto.Gonzalez@capmetro.org'
 <Roberto.Gonzalez@capmetro.org>; Quinonez, Bruna <Bruna.Quinonez@austintexas.gov>;
 DeMatos, Carlos <Carlos.DeMatos@austintexas.gov>; Warren, Milissa
 <Milissa.Warren@austintexas.gov>; Alvarez, Frank <Frank.Alvarez@austintexas.gov>; Scott
 Cunningham (sccunningham@google.com) <sccunningham@google.com>; 'Luis Mata'
 (Luis.Mata@mygrande.com) <Luis.Mata@mygrande.com>; Lamensdorf, Marilyn
 <Marilyn.Lamensdorf@austintexas.gov>; Wright, Cora <Cora.Wright@austintexas.gov>; Soliz,
 Ricardo <Ricardo.Soliz@austintexas.gov>; Marquez, David <David.Marquez@austintexas.gov>; Jain,
 Sangeeta <Sangeeta.Jain@austintexas.gov>; Walters, Mark <Mark.Walters@austintexas.gov>; Rey,
 Humberto <Humberto.Rey@austintexas.gov>; Rhoades, Wendy
 <Wendy.Rhoades@austintexas.gov>; Boswell, David <David.Boswell@austintexas.gov>; Barrera,
 Nadia <Nadia.Barrera@austintexas.gov>; 'christian.barraza@onegas.com'
 <christian.barraza@onegas.com>; 'joseph.boyle@twcable.com' <joseph.boyle@twcable.com>;
 Bohrer, Katina <Katina.Bohrer@austintexas.gov>
Cc: CLMD Land Management <LandManagement@austintexas.gov>
Subject: F#9642-1601
 
Hello,
 
Please review the attached ROW Vacation packet and respond by  February 9th, 2016
 
Please send response to:   landmanagement@austintexas.gov
 
 
Thank you,
 
Eric
 
 
Eric J. Hammack
Real Estate Supervisor
Land Management Section
Office of Real Estate Services
City of Austin
(512) 974-7079
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Vasquez, Kim

From: Amanda W. Swor <ASwor@drennergroup.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 07, 2017 2:34 PM
To: Smith, Mashell
Subject: FW: 500 Montopolis

 
 
Amanda W Swor, Director of Entitlements & Policy 
Drenner Group, PC | 200 Lee Barton Drive | Suite 100 | Austin, TX 78704 
512‐807‐2904 direct | 512‐496‐8573 cell  | aswor@drennergroup.com | www.drennergroup.com 
 

From: Martin, Anna [mailto:Anna.Martin@austintexas.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, June 1, 2017 5:15 PM 
To: Amanda W. Swor <ASwor@drennergroup.com> 
Subject: Fwd: 500 Montopolis 
 
Forwarding to correct email address. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Spillar, Rob" <Rob.Spillar@austintexas.gov> 
Date: June 1, 2017 at 10:19:15 AM CDT 
To: "Houston, Ora" <Ora.Houston@austintexas.gov> 
Cc: "Chincanchan, David" <David.Chincanchan@austintexas.gov>, "Linseisen, Andrew" 
<Andrew.Linseisen@austintexas.gov>, "Rusthoven, Jerry" <Jerry.Rusthoven@austintexas.gov>, 
"aswar@drennergroup.com" <aswar@drennergroup.com>, "stephanie@keeprealestate.com" 
<stephanie@keeprealestate.com>, "Martin, Anna" <Anna.Martin@austintexas.gov> 
Subject: 500 Montopolis 

Council Member Houston, 
  
I am writing to follow up on our meeting last week regarding the proposed extension of Grove 
Boulevard to Montopolis Street as it relates to the proposed development at 500 Montopolis Street (the 
site of the Old Negro School).  I committed to respond to the group this week.   
  
While ATD advocates for full connectivity whenever possible, we understand that the planned Grove 
extension is likely not to connect to Montopolis as originally envisioned and prescribed in the E. 
Riverside Drive Regulating Plan. Conditions in the community have changed including the 
redevelopment of property along Grove Boulevard as a Nature Preserve and the absence of a key piece 
of ROW that would have allowed for a roadway extension. While a roadway connection may not be 
feasible, ATD would request the dedication of an easement and the construction of a 16‐foot wide 
paved path along the property from Montopolis to Kemp St. to allow for future pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity from the Montopolis neighborhood to Roy Guerrero Park, the Nature Preserve, and the on‐
street bicycle facilities on Grove Boulevard. This would be consistent with the right‐of‐way owned by the 
City between Kemp Street and the Park.  We would likely request that the design of the path be 
sensitive to the context of the surrounding community and historic nature of the site, but paved for 
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accessibility.  We are willing to work with the developer to position this future trail connection and 
design it in a manner to minimally affect their site.  I believe they indicated that they would be 
amenable to a pedestrian connection.  In my professional opinion, a trail connection here would add to 
the historic nature of the repurposed old school building, connecting it with the neighborhoods it once 
served and fulfilling the intent of a compact and connected community as identified in Imagine Austin.  
  
Through the development process, we would request that the developer of 500 Montopolis complete 
the construction of this path as part of their development in lieu of constructing the roadway that would 
normally be required. 
  
Please feel free to contact me or Anna Martin, my Area Traffic Engineer for this project, with any 
questions or concerns.  
  
Robert Spillar 
Director 
Austin Transportation Department 
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COUNCIL DISTRICT 3COUNCIL DISTRICT 3

AUSTIN FULL PURPOSEAUSTIN FULL PURPOSE

Proposed Right-of-Way 
Vacation at 
500 Montopolis Dr

±
0 10050

Feet

This product is for informational purposes 
and may not have been prepared for or 
be suitable for legal, engineering, or surveying 
purposes. It does not represent an 
on-the-ground survey and represents only the 
approximate relative location of property boundaries. 
This product has been produced by the 
Office of Real Estate Services for the 
sole purpose of geographic reference. 
No warranty is made by the City of Austin 
regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
Produced by CBoas, 7/7/2017
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