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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JULY 24, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0355 
2807 CLEARVIEW DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1946 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, brick-veneered house with a gabled roof; partial-width inset porch to the 
left of the projecting front gable; single Colonial Revival-styled fenestration, including an 
*;8 window in the projecting front gable.  
RESEARCH 

The house was built by E.J. Hood in 1946; the first occupants were James E. and Marjorie 
Bridges, who are listed as the renters of the house in the 1947 city directory, and then as 
the owners in directories of the 1950s.  James E. and Marjorie Bridges lived here until 
around 1955.  He was the proprietor of Bridges Furniture Company, at 416 Congress 
Avenue, a store that was in business from 1946 to 1966.  In 1953, he and Marjorie 
established the Marbridge Foundation near Manchaca; the foundation provides residential 
services and training for over 200 adults with learning disabilities on what is now a 300-
acre campus.  From this house, the Bridges moved to 2505 Pecos Street. 
The house was then purchased by J. Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, who lived here from 
around 1955 until Milton’s death in 1993.  Milton Overstreet was a purchasing agent for 
the State of Texas. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
The house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a brick-veneered post-World War II house with 
minimal traditional features.  The house has no architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The house was the home of James and Marjorie 
Bridges for about 9 years, and although the Bridges were noteworthy for 
their establishment of the Marbridge Foundation in Manchaca, there may be 
other houses, including the one they moved to in 1955, at 2505 Pecos Street, 
that have a longer period of significant associations with the Bridges Family.  
The later owner, Milton Overstreet, does not appear to have any significant 
historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package.   
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LOCATION MAP 
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2807 Clearview Drive 
ca. 1946 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2807 Clearview Drive 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2017 
 
1992  John M. and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 John M. and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  John M. and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  John M. and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 

Retired 
 
1973  J. Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 

Purchasing agent, State Building Commission 
 
1968  J. Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 

Purchasing agent, State Board of Control 
 
1965  J. Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 
  Purchasing agent, State Board of Control 
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1961  Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 
  Purchasing agent, State Comptroller’s Office 
 
1957  Milton and Mary E. Overstreet, owners 

Clerk, State Board of Insurance Commissioners 
NOTE:  James E. and Marjorie Bridges ae listed at 2505 Pecos Street. 

 
1953  James E. and Marjorie Bridges, owners 

President/general manager, Bridges Furniture Company, 416 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  Milton and Mary E. Overstreet at not listed in the directory. 
 
1949  James E. and Marjorie Bridges, owners 

President/general manager, Bridges Furniture Company, 416 Congress Avenue. 
 
1947  James E. and Marjorie Bridges, renters 

James: President/general manager, Bridges Furniture Company, 416 
Congress Avenue. 

Marjorie: Clerk, Bridges Furniture Company, 416 Congress Avenue. 
 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 
  NOTE:  James E. and Marjorie Bridges are not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:\ 
James E. and Marjorie Bridges (ca. 1946 – ca. 1955) 
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Business listing for James E. Bridges 

Central Texas Professional and Business Directory (1952) 
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Obituary of James E. Bridges 

Austin American-Statesman, June 12, 2001 
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Obituary of Marjorie D. Bridges 

Austin American-Statesman, January 12, 2005 
 

 
John Milton and Mary E. Overstreet (ca. 1955 – ca. 1993) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John M. and Mary E. Overstreet living in a rented house in 
Brownsville, Texas.  John M. Overstreet was 29, had been born in Kentucky, and was the owner 
and manager of a hardware company.  He had lived in Harlingen, Texas in 1935.  Mary E. 
Overstreet was 25, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  She had lived in San 
Benito, Texas in 1935.  They had 2 children: Milton P., 3; and Martha E., 1.  Both children had 
been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of John Milton Overstreet 

Austin American-Statesman, December 2, 1993 
 
 

 
Undated building permit to E.J. Hood for the construction of the house, and building permit to 

Milton Overstreet for the construction of a utility room (1974) 
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Sewer connection application by E.J. Hood for this address (1946) 

 
 

 


