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GRANT APPLICATION

Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau
Attn: Steve Genovesi, Senior Vice President, Sales
111 Congress Avenue, Suite 700
Austin, Texas 78701
Phone: 512-583-7259 Email: sgenovesi@austintexas.org

DATE: July 31, 2017

HISTORIC PROPERTY AND ADDRESS:  Shoal Creek Greenbelt

Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail @ West 31st and Lamar Boulevard

APPLICANT'S NAME: __ Pease Park Conservancy

APPLICANT'S ADDRESS: PO Box 50065, Austin, TX 78763

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER, IF DIFFERENT FROM APPLICANT: City of Austin Parks & Recreation

200 South Lamar, Austin, TX 78704

TAX |.D. NUMBER/TAX STATUS: 46-2388316

PERSON PRESENTING REQUEST/CONTACT PERSON:  Andrew Gill, Executive Director

ADDRESS: _ PO Box 50065, Austin, TX 78763 TELEPHONE NO. _512-777-1632

PROJECT NAME: _ 31st Street Gateway

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT — PLEASE SUMMARIZE THE PROPOSED PROJECT. (IF DESIRED, APPLICANT MAY ALSO
ATTACH AN ADDITIONAL SHEET MORE FULLY EXPLAINING THE PROJECT AND THE REASON FOR THE GRANT REQUEST.)

PPC seeks funding to enhance the gateway to the Shoal Creek Trail located at West 31st and Lamar. This critical

entryway to the Shoal Creek Trail has fallen into disrepair, leaving patrons confused about where to enter the space.

Work performed with this grant funding will restore and enhance the existing drystack stonewall to create a more

welcoming, accessible, and safe gateway to the hike & bike trail.

PLEASE LIST HISTORIC DESIGNATIONS OF THE PROPERTY, AND IF LOCATED WITHIN A NATIONAL REGISTER OR LOCAL
HISTORIC DISTRICT (PLEASE SPECIFY WHICH DISTRICT), AND IF THE PROPERTY IS CONTRIBUTING:

Culutral iandscape identified in the Oid West Austin Historic Distric.




A part of the nation's first hike-and-bike trail, constructed by Janet Fish in the 1960's.

AMOUNT OF FUNDING REQUESTED: $20.000

AMOUNT OF MATCH OR VALUE OF IN-KIND MATCH: _$6,700 and the Conservancy will fund additional landscaping.

DO LIENS EXIST AGAINST THE HISTORIC PROPERTY? ( ) YES () No

IF YES, DESCRIBE THE LIENS AND AMOUNTS:

There are no liens against the propoerty.

}ow Qlj . K¢fc

(OWNER OR AUTHORIZED AéE’NT, AND TENANT IF APPLICABLE)

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)
9)

TOURISM JUSTIFICATION: Include substantiation of contribution to the tourism industry in Austin
(i-e., annual summary of out of town visitation, copies of promotional material, list of promotional
activities, hours of operations, tours provided, etc.).

HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION: Historic photograph(s) or other documentation (especially those
showing the elevation(s) of the historic property where restoration, alterations, changes, and/or
improvements are planned).

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR CITY DESIGNATED LANDMARKS AND LETTER OF
APPROVAL FOR STATE DESIGNATED LANDMARKS: Proof of approval for historic property

alterations, if required. NOTE: If an approval is required, the Preservation Agreement with ACVB will
not be executed until such documentation has been issued and provided to ACVB.

PROJECT BUDGET: Applicant must include a budget, specifying the major components of the
restoration/preservation project with associated costs. Also include evidence of other sources of
funding, i.e. your own or others’ match, and the corresponding work to be performed with these funds.

THREE COMPETITIVE BIDS for the proposed work (in excess of $5,000) must accompany the
application.

PROJECT SCHEDULE: Phasing schedule and amount of funding required for each phase, if
applicable.

PROOF OF OWNERSHIP/LEASE/AUTHORIZATION: Copy of the Deed or Will (if applicant is the
owner) or documentation showing authorization from owner and any existing lease between owner and

applicant.

INSURANCE: Proof of casualty, fire and federal flood insurance, if applicable.
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS OF PROPOSED WORK.

10) INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.




July 31, 2017

Mr. Steve Genovesi

Senior Vice President, Sales

Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau
111 Congress Avenue, Suite 700
Austin, TX 78701

Dear Mr. Genovesi,

Please find enclosed the heritage grant application respectfully submitted by Pease Park
Conservancy (PPC). The Conservancy seeks funding for the repair and restoration of the stone
wall located near West 315t and Lamar Boulevard. This area serves as a critical gateway to the
Shoal Creek Trail and its enhancement will amount to increased safety and accessibility. The
Conservancy respectfully requests $20,000 for this important work.

Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt are critical green spaces in central Austin. Both
historical landscapes provide access to nature, recreation, fitness, and respite from everyday
stresses. They have also been cornerstones to our community, with Pease Park dating back to
1875 and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt being the nation’s first hike-and-bike trail.

These areas are at the very heart of Austin’s urban core, next to downtown and the University of
Texas, as well as close proximity to many hotels and bed & breakfasts. Visitors to our city regularly
frequent these spaces. One of the things that make Austin such a destination is our unique and
beautiful green space. Folks enjoy the lush scenery, hike and bike trails, picnic facilities,
playscapes, splash pads, and our trail system serves as a critical transportation route. Pease is also
home to one of Austin’s most unique and celebrated events, Eeyore’s Birthday Party.

The Conservancy was founded 2008 to reverse the dramatic decline in the park’s ecosystem and
infrastructure. Since that time we have made incredible strides in restoring the park, primarily
through implementation of the Pease Park Master Plan. The Plan identifies strategies for
preserving and enhancing the historical, cultural, and natural environments of Pease Park and the
Shoal Creek Greenbelt to West 31, The project further achieves that mission.

Enhancing the northern gateway to the historic Shoal Creek Trail at West 315t will make dramatic
safety and accessibility improvements for this critical entrance. Please join us in making this
necessary improvement. Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns, or comments,

Sincerely,
C%‘ o D %
Andrew Gill

Executive Director

VISIT PEASEPARK.ORG



Pease Park Conservancy
ACVB Heritage Grant - 31t Street Gateway
Project Description

Introduction & Description: Pease Park Conservancy was founded in 2008 bya
group of local neighbors of the park to reverse the steady decline of this histo ric
central Austin green space. Since then, the nonprofit has raised hundreds of
thousands of dollars from private donors and foundations for a long list of projects
and improvements to the space. Over 3,500 native trees have been planted,
irrigation systems have been installed, historic features have been restored, and
thousands of volunteers have breathed new life into the ecosystem.

Our work culminated in 2014 when the Austin City Council approved the Pease Park
Master Plan unanimously. The quarter of a million plan is a comprehensive outline
for the preservation and enhancement of the park’s cultural, historical, and natural
features. The City and Conservancy are now actively engaged in implementing the
Plan.

One of the feature tenants of the Plan was created safe and accessible gateways to
the space. In order for an open space to feel welcome, there must be clear and open
entries. We've created such a gateway at the south end of the park by constructing a
new sidewalk along Parkway. In order to create an enhanced gateway to the beloved
Shoal Creek Trail, we are requesting funds to restore the gateway at West 31st gp(d
Lamar. This critical gateway is the entrance to the northern section of our Master
Plan and leads patrons to arguably the most beautiful portion of the Shoal Creek
Greenbelt, the Bluffs.

During the 1960’s Austin heroine Janet Fish decided the City needed a hike-and-bike
trail. She decided on Shoal Creek for her vision, given its lack of development and
connectivity between neighborhoods, the University of Texas, and downtown
Austin. The Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail is the first of its kind and paved the way
for such trails in other major US cities.

The Shoal Creek Trail detours onto West 315t after traversing the magnificent bluffs
section. This portion of the trail is often overlooked because it lacks signage,
wayfinding, and the connections don’t become abundantly obvious. This is
compounded for tourists to our city.

By restoring the stone wall along the Shoal Creek Trail and Lamar sidewalk, we will
be creating a magnificent gateway that will not only increase accessibility it wil]
promote safety enhancements through increase sight lines and removal of
overgrown vegetation.

Scope of Work: The wall along the hillside will be removed and reconstructed
using PARD-approved standards and techniques. The work will be done in closer



coordination with PARD to assure the utmost product is delivered and the site stays
open and safe during restoration.

The mason performing the work will first remove the existing stones, before putting
in a concrete footing reinforced with rebar. The new footing will serve as a solid
foundation that will last longer and hold stronger.

Bids: We received three bids in total. We have decided to contract with PSP
Landscapes. PSP has done multiple stone wall restoration projects in Pease Park.

Budget: We anticipate a project budget of $26,700; this number is outlined in their
proposal. PPC has agreed to fund $6,700 of the project, in turn requesting $20,000 in
ACVB funds. The Conservancy has also agreed to hire a landscape firm to remove
invasive species and replant the area with native plants and trees.



P, CONSERVANCY'’S GRANT LICATIONTO

AUSTIN CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU HERITAGE GRANTS

TOURISM IFICATION

Introduction: Pease District Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt are destinations for
thousands of tourists coming to Austin annually. Although, they are perhaps not the
“first stop” destination for most out-of-town visitors, they are clearly popular spots
for people to visit while in our community. The park and Greenbelt are an 88-acre
wooded expanse in the middle of the urban core of the city, immediately adjacentito
the dense high-rise student population of West Campus and the Downtown hotel
and entertainment district. Given the park’s strategic central location along heavily
traveled Lamar Blvd, a major civic gateway, visitors can hardly avoid encountering
it. Both are featured in many Austin visitor guides and for many tourists it is a
destination that is sought out to enjoy a variety of recreational activities.

‘The Austin City Council unanimously adopted a comprehensive Master plan for
Pease Park in 2014. The planning process was spearheaded by the nationally known
landscape design firm of WRT of Philadelphia and funded with private dollars raised
by the Pease Park Conservancy. It envisions an exciting revitalization of the park
and Greenbelt for the benefit of visitors and residents alike. It entails state of the art
playscapes, a restored Tudor Cottage, new restrooms and picnic facilities and
additional inter-modal trails and creek crossings. The Conservancy invites the
Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau to be a part of this larger revitalization effort
at Pease by restoring some of the park’s and Greenbelt’s Depression era
infrastructure: specifically certain picnic tables and decorative stone walls.

Park Recreational Activities: This much loved green space hosts a wide variety of

activities. This includes innumerable picnics, family reunions and children’s
birthday parties. Joggers, bicyclists, walkers, mothers with small children, petanque
and bocce ball enthusiasts, dog lovers and youth soccer and basketball players all
frequent it daily. It also is the location of various educational walks organized by
groups like Tree Folks, Travis Audubon Society, Pease Park Conservancy, Shoal
Creek Conservancy, Austin Society of Landscape Architects and Watershed
Protection. These informative “walk and talk” events have proven very popular with
tree huggers, bird watchers, history buffs and ghost hunters. In November 2015, the
park also was the host to the “What’s Out There Tour” by the Cultural Landscape
Foundation, a national organization that has recognized the park’s unique history
and landscape. But, the park and Shoal Creek Greenbelt are perhaps best known for
the one large annual festival held there: Eeyore’s Birthday Celebration.

Eeyor’a’s Birthday Party: Pease Park has been the site of Eeyore’s on the last
Saturday of every April since 1974. This event is Austin’s special ode to Spring and
“Flower Power” and itis ground zero for keeping our city “weird.” The event was
started in 1968 by a University of Texas English professor whose class was studying
the work of the children’s author A.A. Milne’s “Winnie the Pooh” stories. The restless
students were having trouble concentrating so the professor adjourned the class to



nearby Eastwoods Park where their scholarly insights into children’s literature
were further augmented by a keg of beer.

The celebration proved so popular that it became an annual one. It quickly outgrew
tiny Eastwoods and was moved to Pease District Park, which proved a much better
substitute for Christopher Robin’s “100 acre wood.” The park hosts over 15,000
revelers during the roughly nine-hours of Eeyore’s. The event has a nation-wide
reputation and draws people from all over Texas and many other states. Travis
County Constable Stacy Suits, Friends of the Forest Board Trustee and long-time \
Eeyore’s organizer, estimates that roughly 20% of these celebrants come from out of
town. This means 3,000 people filling hotel rooms in Austin. (See Mr. Suits’ letter of
June 29, 2016 attached). '

Eeyore’s is clearly a children’s affair during the morning and early afternoon hours
with face painting, petting zoo, May-poles and sack races. The latter part of the
afternoon takes on a more adult character as university students mingle with old
hippies around the ubiquitous drum circles and rock bands. The party ends at dusk
and the park is cleared by curfew, none the worse for the wear.

Proximity to Austin Hotels: Many major Austin hotels and bed and breakfasts are
located in very close proximity, to Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt. These
hotels include the Doubletree Hotel on 303 West 15t Street, Hotel Ella, 1900 Rio
Grande, Hampton Inn at 1701 Lavaca and the AT&T Conference Center at 1900
University Avenue. Austin Bed and Breakfasts close to the park include the Inn at
Pearl Street, 1809 Pearl, Brava House B&B, 1108 Blanco, Austin Folk House, 506
West 221d Street and the Star of Texas Inn, 611 West 2204 Street.

If visitors and tourists at these popular accommodations want some exercise in a
nearby green space, it will inevitably have to take place at Pease Park and the Shoal
Creek Hike & Bike Trail. Austin’s horrendous traffic simply does not allow easy or
ready access to the Butler Trail around Lady Bird Lake or other parks or greenbelts
during either the morning or evening rush hours for visitors staying in these hotels.
Their only option is Pease. '

An email from Hotel Ella’s Assistant Manager Mickey Farmer and a letter from the
Pearl Vintage Hotel’s owner Jill Bickford both verify that the guests of both hotels
use the park and trail and are directed there by their concierge often. Mickey
Farmer states that he has used the Shoal Creek Hike and Bike Trail alongside some
guests to show them “how great of an area it is.”(See Attachments B #5 & B #6).

Data ﬁom Master Plan: Clipboard survey data collected by the Pease Park
Conservancy during the year-long Pease Park Master Plan planning process in 2013-

2014 showed thata surprisingly large number of park and Shoal Creek Trajl patrons
did not reside within the Austin city limits. Approximately fifteen (15%) percent of
the individuals randomly questioned by volunteers in the park (out of a 150 person
sample size) did not live in Austin.



Most of these out-of-town visitors said that they sought out these conveniently
located central green spaces for bike rides, walks, runs or picnics with family and
friends who either lived, worked or attended school nearby. Others had been
directed there by hotel concierges as a good place to jog or get some exercise. A few
others had simply stumbled upon it and decided to explore.

Toirism Guidebooks: Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt are also .
prominently featured as major attractions in many Austin tourist guidebooks or -
other publications aimed at visitors. Both merit separate paragraphs in Insiders’
Guide to Austin (2004). Other local guidebooks featuring these very special green
spaces include Explorer’s Guide to Austin, San Antonio & Hill Country (2013) by Amy
K. Brown, 60 Hikes within 60 Miles of Austin & San Antonio (2013), published by the
American Hiking Society and Cheap Bastard'’s Austin (2015) by Kristen Finan. These
books generally highlight the park’s convenience and hiking and biking potential.

The park and Greenbelt are also featured at great length in the book Ghosts of
Austin; Who They are and Where to Find Them (2007). This book showcases a
number of-dark stories centered on the creek, park and the Pease Mansion,
Woodlawn, including the Comanche Indian massacre of early settler Gideon White
on Shoal Creek in 1836 and the,cholera epidemic that killed a number of General
Custer’s cavalry troepers camped on the creek in the winter of 1865-1866.

The park is also featured on a number of on line websites that are aimed at visitors
and tourists in the Austin area. These include:

365 Things to Do in Austin (http://365thingsaustin/?s=pease+park

Trip Advisor: (https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction Review-g30196-d560362)
10BEST: (http://10best.com/destinations/texas/austin/north-austin/attractions)
Yelp: (http://www.yelp.com /biz/pease-park-austin)

Gogobot: (http:/ /www.gogobot.com/pease-park-austin-attractions)

Texas Outside: (hitp://www /t tside.com /peaseparkframes.

Do 512: (http://www.do512.com/venues/pease-park)

City of Austin: (http: //austintexas.gov/blog/pease-park)

Educational Trail Markers: The Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail has a number of
educational markers along its length that tell the story of the area’s history. These
include markers about General Custer’s post-Civil War encampment, the “gold rush
fever” that swept Austin in the late 19t Century, the massacre of Gideon White and
abduc‘ted settler Sara Hibbens’ miraculous escape from the Comanches. She waded
down the middle of the creek to avoid being tracked and reached safety at the littie
settlement of Waterloo, the village that preceded the 1839 founding of Austin. The
Austin Junior League installed these markers along the trail in 1992 and they have
proven to be a big draw that enriches visitors’ jogs or walks. (Photos attached).



B- (rcle Station at Pease: It should also be noted that Pease Park now has a heavily
us-¢! B-Cycle station at 1100 Kingsbury. This is just one of several dozen such
stalions located all around central Austin and Lady Bird Lake. People can rent
bijcles for short-term use at one of these convenient Kiosks. B-Cycle is a nation-
wi ¢2 phenomena designed to give visitors and residents a readily available
alternative means of transportation.

Thi:B-Cycle station at Pease is an important one because it allows visitors easy |
accss north and south along the Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail. That trail is a major
component of the City’s Bicycle Master Plan and will assume ever greater

im portance as Austin grows and motor vehicle traffic worsens even more. The B-
Cy <l station at Pease is already a very popular amenity and will draw even more
tourists and visitors to the park over time. (See Austin B-Cycle stations map and

ph ¢to attached, B#16 & 17).

Coxclusion: Hard statistics for the origin of people patronizing a free public park are
obwiously difficult to come by. Since tickets are not required, there is no interaction
betveen park users and Parks Department personnel and no opportunity to gather
dat: But, there is simply no question that they are coming. Stacy Suits’ letter
corverning the origins of Eeyore’s patrons and the clipboard survey data collected
during the Pease Park Master Planning process in 2013-2014 validate this. The
emeéil from Hotel Ella’s assistant manager and the letter from the Pearl Hotel’s
owTer further confirm this fact. All this evidence taken together amply
dexmonstrates that Pease Park and Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail are clearly “on the
maj]” when it comes to tourism in Austin. We feel this visitor interest and active
presence in these green spaces make it quite reasonable to justify the expenditure of
sorme of our city’s hotel occupancy taxes on the restoration and repair of historically
important improvements there.

We certainly want tourists to have a favorable impression of our City and keeping
the historic built infrastructure in Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt in good
condition is imperative in that regard. Well-maintained facilities enhance the
visitors’ experience and demonstrate civic pride. This helps us “put our best foot
forward” as a community.

We feel quite strongly that the beautiful limestone walls built by the CCC and Janet
Fishat Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail and the CCC built
Depression era “New Deal rustic” picnic tables and benches at Pease Park qualify as
worthy projects that will promote tourism in our community. Their restored
appearance and function will contribute to a favorable impression of Austin and
indisp\utably help put “heads in beds,” as required under the Austin Convention and
Visitors Bureau’s heritage grant program. Therefore, the Pease Park Conservancy
respectfully urges the Committee to approve this grant application. N

3
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OF AD EATURI SE PA
SHOAL CREEK NDB AS
Al N TOURIST A CTION OR DESTINATION

wyavw.texasoutside.co easepark.fra £

wwv.foursquare.com/v/pease-district-park/4

www.do512.com/venues/pease-park

WWW.eeyores.or

wwiv.mountainbiketx.com/downloads/texas/maps/shoal creek.pdf
www.austinbike.com[index.ghp[austin /134-shoal-creek
www.velp.com/biz /shoal-creek-parks-austin

www.rootsrated.com /austin-tx/road-runni shoal-creek-greenbelt



SE 0 V. . T L ION TO TH
AUS N ON AND VISI UH AGE G O M
ORIC I ON

Introduction: Pease District Park is an iconic green space that is widely recognized
as a major civic, historic and cultural landmark in Austin, Texas. The park an d the
adjacent Shoal Creek Greenbelt constitute an 88 acre wooded oasis in the middie of
thé booming central city. It is possible to forget you are in the heart of the 11w
largest city of the nation and completely lose yourself in nature along spring-fed -,
Shoal Creek. Yet, the park has great significance beyond its natural beauty. It has
figured prominently in Austin history since before the days of the Republic of Texas.
Many chapters of this rich history are literally written in $tone and concrete
improvements that help give the space its unique character and are in desperate
need of restoration. They are deserving of such attention for the sake of today’s and
tomorrow’s park visitors. This Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau heritage grant
will greatly assist us in making that restoration a reality.

ele of Gover ease: Governor & Mrs. E.M. Pease were the owners of this
area in the mid-19t Century, living nearby in their grand antebellum mansjon
“Woodlawn.” This gracious “0ld South “structure was built in 1853 by well-known
Austin architect Abner Cook, who also designed the Texas Governor’s Mansion.
Pease served as governor of Texas twice, both before and after the Civi] War. He was
known as a progressive and promoted numerous civic improvements in the young
state during his tenure. He is also generally regarded as the father of public
education in Texas. He and his wife were from Connecticut originally and had come
to Texas to make their fortune before the Texas Revolution. Although they were
slave owners, they remained staunch Unionists during the Civil War.

Governor Pease gave the land that became the parkto the City of Austin in 1875,
(The Austin City Council resolution accepting the gift on August 25, 1875 is
attached). The Pease family had long regarded their acreage along Shoal Creek a5
the “prettiest part” of their plantation and wanted to share it with the rest of
Austin’s citizens. They personally knew the family of Frederick Law Olmsted, the
famous designer of Central Park in New York City who was also from Hartford,
Connecticut, and were very aware of his work on that park in New York City. They
wanted Austin to have a similar public pleasure ground and gathering space. They
expressed the hope that the park would help Austin be “as up to date” as Eastern
cities. The Pease family’s generous civic Spirit in establishing the park qualifies
Austin an “early adopter” of the late 19t Century’s “City Beautiful” movement,

Genehl Custer’s Post-Civil War Encampment: The land that would become Pease
Park was briefly the site of Union General George Armstrong Custer’s cavalry
encampment in the winter of 1865-1866, following the Civil War. All of the,
Confederate state officials in Texas had fled to Mexico after Lee’s surrender at
Appomattox and a gang of armed men had brazenly robbed the treasury at'the State
Capitol building in Austin in June. There was a general lawlessness in this chaotjc



post-war vacuum that the Federal authorities wanted to fill. General Custer, his wife
and brother arrived in Austin in November 1865 with three troops of Union
cavalrymen to assist in re-establishing public order. The troops camped on the
banks of Shoal Creek in the north end of the future park in an area now known as
“Custer’'s Meadow.”

This Reconstruction-era visit by Custer and his wife proved to be a happy one for
the young couple. They were very well received by most Austin residents who were
heappy to have law and order restored. General & Mrs. Custer moved into ~~ «
comfortable quarters at the Texas School for the Deaf near the present day Frank
Exwin Center. The couple enjoyed dances and regimental band concerts-on Mount
Bonnell featuring the “Anvil Chorus.” Libby Custer remembered Austin fondly in her
memoir Tenting on the Plains years later, writing that it was one of the happiest
times of their marriage.

However, it was certainly not a pleasant stay for some of Custer's troops. A cholera
epidemic swept through the Federal encampment on Shoal Creek that winter with
many soldiers hospitalized at the nearby Neil-Cochran Mansion (located at 2300 San
Gabriel Street). The disease ultimately killed a number of these Federal troopers
wlo were then buried hastily along Shoal Creek. A severe flood in 1900 disinterred
them and they were subsequently reburied at Oakwood Cemetery. (See the Austin
Parks Department’s interpretive signage on Custer attached).

The Kiwanis Club & the Great Depression Era Improvements: Pease Park was not

fully developed as parkland until 1926. The City simply had no funds to do so. So,
the Austin Kiwanis Club stepped in and raised private dollars to constructa
restroom, children’s wading pool and other improvements and to hire a
groundskeeper for its maintenance. The much-improved park immediately proved
to be immensely popular with young and old alike. It can be said that its
development (along with Zilker Park and Deep Eddy in the same period) served as
the genesis of the Austin Parks Department that was formally organized in 1929.

During the Great Depression in the 1930’s tens of millions of American men were
out of work. The Federal government established programs like the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA) to alleviate
this crippling epidemic of unemployment (that peaked at 25% of the workforce in
1934). The CCC and WPA were quite active in Austin during this period, building a
number of bridges, public buildings and other improvements that still define our
city today. The Austin parks’ system was a major beneficiary of their good work.
Texas Highways Magazine edition in July 2016 recognized the CCC’s important
legacgr in Texas in an article called “Hail to the Boys of the CCC.” (See copy attached).

These organizations’ craftsmanship can still be seen at Pease Park where they built
low limestone perimeter seating walls and concrete picnic tables. These decorative
walls define the space as parkland, corralled wandering small children and
contributed to a sense of arrival. An article in the Austin Statesman on January 17,



1934, highlighted the work of these men in making improvements in the parl ang
fuither north between West 24th and West 29t Streets along “Shoal Drive.” These
lirmestone walls show a very high degree of workmanship and reflect the prid e of
craft by these young masons. But, time, the elements and encounters with mo tor
velicles have taken a toll on some parts of these walls making immediate repairs
necessary to preserve this legacy of the CCC in Austin.

Th# picnic tables at Pease Park were built in the “New Deal Rustic” style and hgve
served the test of time, surviving constant use, flash flooding and assaults by hea‘ry
tre: limbs broken loose by windstorms. Constructed with steel rebar support, they
were meant to last and have generally done so in good fashion. But, some of them
arein need of immediate repair as seen from the photographs attached. Chipped
concrete and exposed rebar make them dangerous for park patrons and visitors,

The Pease Park Master Plan that was approved by the Austin City Council in O ctober
2014 calls for the adding additional interpretive signage in the park that will inform
visitors of its rich history. The story of the park’s rich 19t Century history needs to
be supplemented with a description of the story of the New Deal in Austin and the
CCC's contributions to the park’s built environment. The Pease Park Conservancy
plans to work closely with the Austin Parks Department to develop new permanent
signs that will tell this important story.

Janet Fish & the Shoa] Creek Trail: The Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail and the story of

its birth are of historical importance in their own right. It was built through the
single-handed determination of Janet and Russell Fish, a socially prominent
Pemberton Heights couple. Janet Fish had grown up above the creek on West 24t
Street and hadridden horses on a bridle path that had been first laid out by the CCC.
She wanted the rest of the community to be able to enjoy the pastoral pleasures of
Shoal Creek just as she had as a young girl. Ms. Fish had seen similar hike and bike
trails in the eastern United States but it was a new concept in Texas. She got the
Austin Parks Department to agree to the concept in theory but, the City had no
funding for such a luxury. So, Ms. Fish took a $5,000 check her husband had given
her for a new car to the Parks Department and signed it over with instructions that
their bulldozer operator meet her on the creek bank the next Monday morning,
They did. You did not say “no” to Mrs. Fish.

The Fish's personally cajoled, pleaded and pressured neighbors owning property
along the new trail to sign over the right-of-way or give easements allowing its
passage. “Do this for Austin,” they would say and the neighbors invariably did. With
City money still largely absent, Mrs. Fish enlisted local Boy Scout troops to help with
cleariﬁg brush and planting and caring for new trees and shrubs along the route of
the new trail. The trail proved a huge success from the start, particularly with
University of Texas students. It was big news all over the state, including the Dallas
and Houston papers. Life magazine even featured it in an article. '

-



One of Janet Fish's close friends was Liz Carpenter, Lady Bird Johnson’s priva te
secretary. Liz shared the story of Janet's work in creating the Shoal Creek Tra j] with
Mrs. Johnson. Lady Bird was so impressed that when she became first lady and
began her famous beautification program, she carried clippings about Mrs. Fishand
the Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail with her around the country. She would pul} them
out and show them to mayors and city and county officials and show them what one
lady accomplished almost singlehandedly in Austin, Texas. “See what you can do”
she would say, “one determined persistent person can accomplish great thin 8s.”,
The Shoal Creek Trail planted the seed in Lady Bird’s mind that later germina ted
and came to fruition as the Town Lake Hike & Bike Trail. When the Johnson’s _
returned to Austin after leaving the presidency in 1969, Lady Bird remembered
what Janet Fish had done with Shoal Creek and determined to recreate her su ccess
on the larger canvass of the Colorado River in Downtown Austin. Kicking off that
effort in 1970, Lady Bird did. The story of the Shoal Creek trail, Mrs. Fish and Mgs,
Johnson is recounted in detail in the book Environmental City, People, Places, Politics
and the Meaning of Modern Austin by William Scott Swearingen, Jr. (20 10).

Recognitions and Awards for Pease Park’s Historic Character: Pease Park was listed

as a “contributing landscape element” of the Old West Austin Historic District on the
National Register of Historic Places in 2003. It also has a Texas State Historical
Survey Committee Marker that was dedicated on April 11, 1971. Several great-great
grandchildren of Governor & Mrs. Pease attended the ceremony and unveiled the
plaque. The State Historic marker details the story of the park’s founding by the
Pease’s and the encampment of General Custer’s cavalry troops along Shoal Creek.
(See photograph of the marker and 1971 newspaper article attached).

Pease District Park has also been given the very high honor of being formally
designated as a “Lone Star Legacy Park” by the Texas Recreation and Parks Society
(TRAPS) in March 2015 at its Abilene convention. The only other Austin park to be
so honored is Zilker Park. These park professionals recognized the iconic nature of
Pease given its rich history that is so closely associated with the story of the City of
Austin itself. Much of the park remains in a natural state with steep wooded hillsides
and open meadows so it makes it very easy to imagine that the Comanche Indians,
General Custer and Governor Pease just left yesterday.

A “Cultural Resources Survey of Pease Park” was conducted on behalf of the City of
Austin in April 2013 by the firm AmaTerra. They conducted several test digs at
various locations in the park under Antiquities Permit No. 6358 and found
considerable deposits of household articles and trash from the 19% Century,
confirming that the area was used as a dumping ground in its early history.

The Conservancy plans to seek designation of Pease Park as a State Antiquities
Landmark (SAL) in the near future based on its significant role in Texas and Austin’s
history. Brackenridge Park in San Antonio has qualified for similar recognition from
the Texas Historical Commission.



Conclusion: The historical significance of Pease Park speaks for itself, validated by
the Texas Historical Survey Marker, as well as recognized in the heart of every
Austin native. It has witnessed our community’s maturation from a dusty frontier
outpost to the darling of 21t Century tech start-ups and hipster hype. It has seen the
march of history from Comanche depredations to old hippies hanging onto their tie-
dye and “Flower Power” at Eeyore’s Birthday held in the park each April.

There is also an important recurrent theme in the park and Greenbelt’s history of\
individual and collective philanthropy for the betterment of the larger community. It
is a straight line that connects the Pease family’s generous gift of the land to the City
in 1875 to the Kiwanis Club’s raising private funds to devélop and improve the
green space in 1926 and on to Janet & Russell Fish’s selfless activism.on the Shoal
Creek Hike & Bike Trail in 1960-1961.

The Pease Park Conservancy formed in 2008 likes to think it is latest iteration of this
selfless philanthropy focused on this unique and very special green space. The
Conservancy is carrying on this tradition with its many volunteer events and work-
days aimed at supplementing the public maintenance of the park, as well as its
fundraising for further improvements and restoration. We are very proud of our
organization’s stewardship and advocacy for Pease since 2008 and look forward to
continuing our active private partnership on the park’s behalf with the Austin Parks
Department. "

The park professionals at TRAPS had it right. Pease is a “Lone Star Legacy” indeed.

Justas we honor the park’s role in Austin’s early history, it is important that we
remember the tumultuous history of the 20% Century’s Great Depression that is
literally “writ in stone” at Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt. We need to
preserve the legacy bequeathed to us by the talented CCC stone masons and Janet
Fish and take steps to ensure that their remarkable stories can be told by careful
restoration of their beautiful limestone walls and classic “New Deal Rustic” concrete
picnic tables. In doing so, we can assure that future generations of visitors and
residents can remember both the hard times of the Great Depression and Mrs. Fish's
singular philanthropic leadership through these remarkable physical park
improvements that they have left us. Funding from this Austin Convention and
Visitors Bureau heritage grant will assure that this happens.

bt
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PSP Landscape
12403 Twin Creek Dir.
Manchaca, TX 78652

PSPlandscape@hotmail.com

Shoal Creek Trail — 3018 N. Lamar
Stone Wall Proposal

Scope of Labor Work

1. Remove old stone wall

2. Dig 12" wide by 4" dip trench for footing

3. Install 1/2" rebar inside trench

4. Pour concrete mix for footing

5. Use existing stones from site and purchased stones to restore retaining wall
6. Build 75' stone retaining wall. Wall will maintain a height under the sidewalk
and take on the grade of the hillside.

Total cost of labor: $18,000

Materials Used:

Concrete $1,500

Rebar $400

Sand $700

Cement $1,100

Natural weathered limestone $4,200
Granite $600

Dump Fee $200

Total cost of materials: $8,700

Total Project Cost (labor and materials): $26,700

If you have any questions please let me know (512) 825-6806.

Thank you,
Pedro Sanchez



CELEDONIO PINA MASONRY BID FOR PEASE PARK
WALL RESTORATION - SHOAL CREEK TRAIL

Proposal:

Work:

Haul off old damaged stone

Clean salvageable stone from existing wall
Dig new footings for wall

Pour concrete footing

Rebuild wall using rebar and concrete

A dd additional granite at Trail Entrance

Cost of Labor: $25,000
Materials:

New stone $4,100
Concrete: $2,900

Rebar $750

Sand $1,000

Haul off: $§300

Cost of Materials: §9,050
Total: $34,050

Thank you for allowing us to bid on this project on the Shoal Creek
Trail.

Please contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,

Celedonio Pina

9800 Cheryl Lynn Road

Austin, Texas 78747

June 10, 2017



RAMOS MASONRY BID FOR PEASE PARK CONSERVANCY

= ST

JUNE 27, 2017
I Fish S Wall i o
Work to be performed:

Remove existing stone

Dig trench for footing

Install Concrete footing

Construct wall utilizing old stone & new stone as appropriate
Add granite sand to eroded trail surface

Estimated cost of Labor: $22,000

Materials:

Weathered limestone $4,500
Concrete $1,600

Sand $900

Cement $1,100

Rebar $600

Granite Sand $900

Dump Fee $200

Estimated Cost of Materials: $9,800
Total Cost of Project: $31,800

Bid Accepted:

Pease Park Conservancy

Date:

Froylan Ramos

6600 Elm Creek Drive #232
Austin, Texas 78744

(512) 538-6837



Pease Park Conservancy
ACVB Heritage Grant - 315t Street Gateway
Project Schedule

This project will be available to begin as soon as funding is secured. We will
immediately begin the planning and preparation process with PARD.

Given its unique location, this project will not be interrupted by other projects in
the area, including phase one implementation, Watershed Protection Departments
restoration work, or new art installations near 29t and Lamar.

This project will nicely complement pending announcements and new from the
Conservancy regarding further implementation of the Master Plan. It is anticipated
that all of the work outlined in this proposal will be completed within ninety days of
funding being made available to the Conservancy under the heritage grant program.



PEASE PARK CONSERVANCY'S GRANT APPLICATION TO THE
‘AUSTIN C N TORS AGE G RO
0 10

0 OWNERSH

Pease District Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt are owned by the City of Austin. A
copy of the Austin City Council resolution accepting the gift of this land from
Governor & Mrs. EM. Pease on August 25, 1875 is attached. .
The park and Greenbelt now total 88 acres (north to the West 31st Street Trailhead).
The original grant by the Pease family was for 23 acres. The City acquired the
additional acreage making up the park and Shoal Creek Greenbelt on various
subsequent dates. '

The Pease Park Conservancy is the “park adopter group” for Pease Park and the
Shoal Creek Greenbelt north of the park to West 315t Street. This relationship has
existed since the formation of the Conservancy in 2008. A copy of the Austin Parks
Department’s list of “park adopter groups” is attached for your information.

Please also find attached an email from Ms. Kim McKnight of the Austin Parks
Department dated July 1, 2016, stating that the Pease Park Conservancy is
authorized to file this application under the Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau
Heritage Grant Program. (See attached email). ’



C VANCY'’S APPLICATION TO
TIN CONVENTION VISITORS B U GE G T PROGRA

. PROOF OF INSURANCE

The City of Austin is the owner of all of the parkland properties in question. The City
carries a property insurance policy.

The Pease Park Conservancy carries an “Errors and Omissions” policy for its Board
of Directors and a General Liability policy covering its volunteers through the
Wortham Agency, 221 West 6% Street, Suite 1400, Austin, Texas 78701.

All contractors under this project will carry Worker’s Compensation insurance as
required by the City of Austin. Proof of coverage can be presented upon request.



Pease Park Conservancy
ACVB Heritage Grant - 315t Street Gateway
Plans and Specifications

The Conservancy proposes to perform this restoration and repair work to the
historic Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) stonewalls throughout the space. In
order to maintain a consistent quality and visual, these walls will be constructed
identically to others in the immediate area. The propose plan for restoration:

Remove existing stonewall, but keep stone for reuse

Dig trench for new concrete footing to reinforce stability

Place %" rebar in trench and pour concrete

Rebuild wall along grade of hillside

Mortar between stacks to assure long-term sustainability of the wall
Remove invasive species

Replant with native grasses, flowers, and trees

NO AW R

Restoration work will follow Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation and
will reference National Park Service brief:

NPS Brief 15: Preservation of Historic Concrete
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Friends of the Forest Foundation
PO Box 12902
Austin, TX 78711

June 29, 2016

Mr. Sieve Genovisi

Senior Vice President for Sales
Austir. Convention & Visitors Bureau
111 Congress Avenue, Suite 700
Austin, Texas 78701

Re: Pease District Park/ Eeyore's Birthday Celebration

Dear Mr. Genovisi:

| have been involved with Eeyore's Birthday Celebration in Austin in numerous capacities since
1983. Much of this time | have been an officer on the board of directors of Friends of the Forest,
the organization that stages the event. One of my functions is handling security for it and
working with law enforcement to assure everyone's safety. This lengthy experience has given
me significant insights into the size of the crowd attending Eeyore's and knowledge of where
these celebrants are from.

| have watched Eeyore's grow into a major festival over the last forty years, attracting more and
more visitors every year. The park's capacity is 7,800 people and we have about 5,000 people
in the park at any one time during the day. However, most people come and go throughout the
day. So, the total number of people who attend the celebration over the nine or ten hours of the
event is closer to 15,000.

It is my best estimate that approximately 20% of the people who attend it annually are from
communities outside of Austin and in a surprising number of cases from outside of Texas. The
festival has a nationwide reputation for its uniqueness. There is nothing like it anywhere. Quite a
number of former Austin residents remember Eeyore's as a highlight of their year and return to
the city each year to participate in it. Additionally, a number of tourists are drawn to it by word of
mouth recommendations from friends and family who currently reside in Austin. It should be
noted that Eeyore's has no paid advertising for this event.

| know this through personal conversations | have had with many of these out of town visitors
over the decades. Also, at our Board of Directors meeting last Tuesday night, the group



»

People enjoy themselves immensely at this event and wish that there was something like
Eeyore's in their own hometowns. There is no doubt in my mind that Eeyore's Birthday
Celebration fills a lot of hotel rooms in this city every year.

if you have any questions about the direct connection between Eeyore's and tourism in Austin
please feel free to contact me. | can be reached by telephone at 512-554-2710 .

Sincerely,

Lz, S

Stacy Suits
Board Trustee
Friends of the Forest
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Edyore's Birthday Party

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Eeyore's Birthday Party is a day-long festival taking place annually in
Austin, Texas since 1963. It t‘]y]pically occurs on the last Saturday of April in
Austin's Pease District Park [l It includes live music, food and drink
vending which benefit local non-profit organizations, attendees in colorful
costumes, and very large drum circles. The event is frequented by children
and families, with specific events presented for them by the event
organizers. The festival is named in honor of Eeyore, a character in A. A.
Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh stories.[2]

Contents

1 History

2 Contemporary
3 References

4 External links

History

Eeyore's Birthday Party began in 1963 as a spring party and picnic for
Department of English students at the University of Texas at Austin by
Lloyd W. Birdwell, Jr. and other UT students.[2l It was named for Eeyore, a
chronically depressed donkey in A. A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh stories
who, in one story, believes his friends have forgotten his birthday only to
discover they have planned a surprise party for him.[3] Despite its name, the
event does not fall on the official birthday of the fictional character.[*] The
original event featured a trashcan full of lemonade, beer, honey sandwiches,
a live, flower-draped donkey, and a may pole (in keeping with the event's
proximity to May Day).[%! For many years the party was a UT tradition, but
subsequently the annual Birthday Party became a tradition in Austin's
hippie subculture 2]

When the festival moved from Eastwoods Park to Pease District Park in

The Eeyore of Liberty, a statue which
combines The Statue of Liberty with
Eeyore, frequently appears near the
drum circles at this annual event.

1974, Austin-area non-profit Friends of the Forest Foundation, an organization which distributes funds to other area
charities, began arranging for food and drink vendors at the festival. They continue this task today along with
arranging public services (toilets, buses, security, medics) and scheduling live music and family-oriented games
and contests. The event is still known to most as a festival oriented towards modern hippies. It now boasts an

annual attendance in the thousands.[@]

Over time, the festival has outgrown its original founders. It is now sponsored by the Friends of the Forest

Foundation. (€]

Contemporary
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August 16, 2016

Mr. Steve Genovisi

Senior Vice President, Sales

Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau
111 Congress Avenue

Suite 700 I

Austin, Texas 78701

RE: Pease District Park & Shoal Creek Greenbelt

i

Dear Mr. Genovisi:

This letter is written to you with regard to a heritage grant application filed with your office by the Pease
Park Conservancy.

We support the Conservancy in their request to improve the Pease District Park & Shoal Creek Greenbelt
and Hike & Bick Trail. The Pearl has many quests visiting us from all over the world, and one of the
primary reasons they visit Austin is for the wonderful parks and trails contained within the city’s

borders.

Many of our visitors are familiar with Town Lake and the related hike and bike trails. We are
approximately 19 blocks from that area. The Pearl, however, is only 3-4 blocks from Peace Park. It
would be beneficial to the City of Austin and to the adjoining property owners to have an improved
Pease District Park and Shoal Creek Greenbelt for the many guests that stay with us visiting local
governments, UT-Austin or to attend the various music venues and festivals in the area.

The Pearlis a smalliboutique hotel whose clients would use and love just as unique a park in the area.
We sit within Judge’s Hill and support all efforts that can be made to better the overall experience of
coming to Austin. -




Gmail - Hotel Ella/Peace Park & Shoal Creek 8/18/16, 9:27 AM

Hotel Ella/Peace Park & Shoal Creek

1 message |

M“W Wed, Aug 17, 2016 at 5:40 PM
To:

Good evening Richard,

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me. As discussed, the nearby Peace Park & Shoal Creek areas are quite
important to the guests of Hotel Ella. Our concierge refers many guests to Shoal Creek, and | personally have utilized
the trails around the park alongside some guests to show how great of an area it is.

With our busy season coming, and all of the UT functions, we expect the use of these areas to increase greatly due to
the parents of UT students frequently visiting Hotel Elia.

Thank you again for your time.

All the best,

1900 Rio Grande, Austin, TX 78705

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=e932a067d 11&view=pt&search=inbox&th=1569aa9c6e48daal&siml=156%aa9c6e48daa’ Page 1 of 1
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August 19, 2016

Mr. Steve Genovisi

Senior Vice President, Sales

Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau

111 Congress Avenue, Suite 700 »
Austin, Texas 78701 s

Re: Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau Heritage Grant Program: Pease Park Conservancy’s
Application

3

Dear Mr. Genovisi:

l'am writing to you on behalf of Preservation Austin in support of the Pease Park Conservancy’s
grant application under the Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau Heritage Grant program. The
park has been at the center of much of Austin’s rich history since its founding. The iconic park’s
beautiful scenery, hike and bike trails and playscapes make it an important destination for
visitors and residents alike.

The Conservancy’s grant application seeks funding for the restoration of concrete picnic tables
and perimeter limestone walls built in the 1930's by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and
certain other limestone walls built in the early 1960's by Janet Fish, the founder of the Shoal
Creek Hike & Bike Trail. Both of these projects tell important stories in Austin history.

The CCC built a great deal of the Austin parks system’s physical infrastructure during the Great
Depression. The picnic tables and rock walls at Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt
exemplify the “New Deal Rustic” style. The limestone walls at the Dog Park at Gaston Avenue
and Shoal Creek Blvd. are an important legacy of Janet Fish, the founder of the Shoal Creek Hike
& Bike Trail built in 1960 and a civic activist whose example is said to have inspired Lady Bird
Johnson’s national beautification program.

These great stories “written in concrete and stone” need to be carefully preserved for posterity
so they can continue to attract tourists and other visitors to these open spaces located close to
Austin’s Downtown core and its many hotels. We feel these are just the type of worthy projects
that the Austin Visitor and Convention Bureau’s Heritage Grant Program was meant to help fund
and Preservation Austin is in full support of this application.

Sincerely,

Alyson McGee
President, Preservation Austin »
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Pease Park
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aud thngbinuly dlaplayed 85 geuta,

afster gy.-tnw remarked, *just shebied of b
a  dellsri woppess we enoh enntribuie
35 genta snd gota Lyniabans lyteer, tiokst!
Tula was 1eadily ngtesd, autd I gave 40
ornloy the aurpiun f6 cauta ty Gm vt A
oar faro by ihe gyt Ydy whe was 0 4
‘sidered the mmacntte of tha trln, {us.
*tenth of Hulint No. 32,482 wan Lought, sud
u;n Jaanary 1) beal the drawlug twok
plaoe.” -

Mr Ebintt psoard s mument toremuny- |
ter the maniicatatious uf the litils pnety
1whats thn tasbiit uf the drawing was pob-
_lishod on Ve tollewieg day. “Our tioget’
eutitled the hojdara 1y $15000, one topth
ot tho capital prize b §LEDMN, No.
trunbln was experienced in willvoding thin
maney, - Tho tiokol wae daposited In uw]
Memphils Nationnl hack snd Tuewazled (s
*Now Urloatie. A slght deatt tac Flomn,
-weh ironlved 8 fuw daya atteransd, sod )
ennlt of the party god §6,000," .

Winy nrked what bo joteutded {0 do
1with Tda unwly mequired worltt, Ms. Billot
asid: "] havs nos docsded yat, but oely
dfunttlyas Snvent 1L I reny.oatate,” Thig fa
whiat ing sin.o oin faw Uil the yotuy ndy
m-:ixm-ig 10 Tl -

* Me Bdindt is n gtom) looklog yonng i
s0f nboUR 23 genza i) pte, wtnd 1 Bl O tho
nfvil rugtueets uf thy aneps vmpluyrd by
the Chicknsaw Land cumpany of Wiwolty,
=-Muemphls, Tenu. Avainuoh, Voliruney 3,
TEXAH HTOCK ARSOCIATION,
Twa Propcmitions to Establish Ro-
frigerating Packerien.

Yeaterdny thorulug the fullowipg oall
wha jrsord sonvepjuyg the ezvontive eom-
nditee of the Tenas Live Btock spoolstiop
w this oty:

Drar Hit—As 1 mewmber sou ate ure
gendly tgneeted W0 sy the exscobiye
osthwltien of the Trxas lave Niock amrp-
clatiun a1 Austin, Toxws, March 1, 1888,
Tlite sotninitton wil) thes eutistder prupuel.
Lrows of Purl Worth amd Quelyeston to re-
wihitieh A roleigeentiing paokery, Theawing
propuminns haresmurs tho ring 6f Luste
usrs RUvat then than anything o
frupiind, and (0 we  gan wouues
4 dul neellug, sl this Hoe, of
the  comitiriee, we brifeve (hat &
pruposiiion osn by formulsted sud pro-
acntod to the Ravoolatiue elloh will fewd
L & sperdy bolding uf & relrigerator, and
sbo lxatime fur the mertiug of he

with of the ownes. Further

wihhoui p



Pense Park
Tie Vst Daily Stateswsivn (18505891, Nov 28, K88,

ProCQuest Histoncat Nen spapess: The Austin Ankesican Stawssman
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sommitiee, the work tas heony slazisd ang
pashed forenrd ey vepldiy 8 poselbln,
Aud the plase fufasd Amomingihe ap=
ponranes of o rax} r;rb. Bbrives have
bren onh thewngh svary Qlrection,
whioh wvan sow, will snably any
ote  sofclently faleraled W Oive
fhroogh, o ° emelalm Jn  wonder
aod admbimtion wpon  ibe patorsd
beautiss 0f the plaoe, nad upop its Aluses
(o7 & oliy park.” ¥oravery sioal) ampant
1) oan b tande m most delightfa) pince to
drive fn any kisd of wrsther and a3 all
Hmer, nod 8 plase which Above il otbars,
4 oty teedy, whare sired, worn-oat worke
ing ‘p'-'oph say fled & quic), platsreegus
ealing plaes.

- Nooas has evsy besn Wnows fo oom-
Plainoffor objend lo the “Common® of
elt;ﬂa Jmhn ta Bo-\o:.‘ .-hh‘lu: Tor “II;

%y AN porposs; ratbar, go
ojihee 'hu-&r you wii), 18 is mg:m
sith of avery ol apd
kisg dilndlog fy ihe besstiss of
Batare rlebt ln shebystd of the elty, It
fe-Amponéible 10 eadimute She, banstls du-
thsd from suoh pisoss, Bad slnoe thees
facls are ulnn&y seknuwivdged why
gon't Autlin ue lntge ® plage as she is
have amch & vescit. The naterad ad
yabligee of Pease Peek far ezoeed Ahose
Inany oity, a8d with 8 1{ills work and s
Tissle money 1he v of Awtla wonld
#o0% have » pack ihat would rival Yopeet
Purk, of B, Lonb, or ibat ol any oihey
atly whers they would be prowd to drive

“I steauper, ) !
a the reigustioo of Aldsrmzn Geo, A:
Braeh, ohs)rman of dbs park committes,
°=| -::nas Maving  moved
o

the wand, the  oliy
Josas 000 wha in mosd deeply lntereated it
bor wollare sud who ssvowsty sollehia
Rnhlln parks sud squarie. A olbsr olilee
uatin shoold have pere somminkasre
WD wotld tmake it thelr Duslusm to “see
that the parks and squives Ars Xep) In
Ho0d condfilon and sl sseeesary improve:
mentemads, . As vhalions of “Ahat com-
mittes Nr. Brosh would 2o the right men
in Lhe 1ight plase, beiog #0 mnoh lnter-
Sated and huvipg the beavlyof ihe olly
28 wall ne ber intoreats 30 muoh el heart,
Tsplaln Bun P, Malihews, oliy snglomr,
hazderolod his sntlrs dime for dsyspaat
Lo the (mprovement of Peass park, whish
it} aprak for Limil foall Wb tuny drjve
Khrovgh it.
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hen Iwasa ch11d Texas’ state parks were beloved vacation
destmanons. I became intimately familiar ‘with the
ub1qmtous brown-and-yellow signs, the stoic stone buildings,
rustm cabins, and cement picnic tables that dotted the state.

They were z_a.ll similar, yet unique to each site. The large limestone
foundations gf Central Texas gave way to adobe flair in the west, Spanish
mission inﬂu;fem:e in the south, and piney log cabins in the east. I passed
the plaques at the interpretive centers and didn’t give a second thought to
the grainy black-and-white photos of men in rolled-up shirtsleeves posing
on rock piles, or smiling from the roof of a dining hall, hammer in hand.

I became i‘interested in these photos again as an adult. As a
photojournalist and student of history, I like to comb through old images
looking for moments and stories. The men who built the state parks of
Texas were part of a program af a watershed in American politics and
culture. Progressive politics, early environmentalism, and the biggest
financial crigis the world had ever seen opened a window of opportunity
for big ideas to take root.

texashighwnys.afm | JULY 2018

56










offering sites for new parks The sceniclookout of Sky-
and asking for help with line Drivein Davis Moun-
erosion, flood control, and tains State Parlk riges from
farming practices. the cliffasa natyipsl exten-
Over the next nine years, sion oflocal stone, Archi-
CCC workers created 56 na- tects crafted the refectory
tional, state, and local parks of Goose Island State Park
in Texas, growing the total witls a conerete 1mix oflo-
acreage from 800 acres to cally available sandand
60,000 acres. Texas Parks oyster shells. Thaea pecon-
and Wildlife still manages struction of 18th - Century
29 of these state parkstoday.  Sparish Mission Nuestra
All were crafted accord- Sefiora del Espiritu Santo
ing to an architectural es- de Zudigain Goliad State
thetic influenced by Fred- Park and Historic Site used
erick Law Olmsted, the quaxried local stoneanda
designer of New York’s kiln from the original set-
Central Park, and the Arts tlement to fire thousands of
& Crafts movement that floor tiles.
favored traditional crafts- Thxe CCCwas tasked
manship and simple de- with hiring your; g, often
sign over industrial produc- unermployed or otherwise
tion. Architects at the state idle young men. To hire ag
and national level sought many as possible, the CCC
to minimize the silhouettes remained an unsicilled
of buildings and use na- labor force, utilizing hand
tive materials to blend into tools and the strength of
the natural surroundings. numbHers rather than com-
The style cametobeknown  plex machinery. Among
as “National Park Service its many construction
Rustic.” They built struc- achievements, the CGC
tures using pioneer meth- removed 2.5 tons of silt
ods of manual labor and and guano from Longhorn
rough-hewn materials. The Cavern, mapped the cave
resulting buildings, roads, system, and installed twa
and landscape improve- miles of electric lights.
ments have stood the test Company 1856 built the
of time. world’s largest spring-fod
Visitors to Texas state pool at San Solomon Springs
parks will immediately in Balmorhea, creating
recognize the rustic style. atravel destination for
More on the CCC

For further reading on the CCC in Texas, look for Texas State Parksand
the CCC: The Legacy of the Civilian Conservation Corps, by Cynthia Brand-
imarte with Angela Reed (Texas A&M University Press, 2013). The visually
rich book covers the corps’ formation and building of the parks, along with
stories of the CCC camps and cngoing management of the sites,

Another excellent resource is Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the
New Deal, by James Wright Steely (University of Texas Press, 1999),a
comprehensive history of the creation of Texas' state park System,

PHOTO: © Julia Robinson
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€arly autpmol!ri.le touristsin

West Texas. |
Some CCC workers

Liarned refined skills from
“lLocal Experienced Men,”
cr LEMs, whé supervised
more technical aspects
of the construction. Electri-

cians, engineers, architects,
Sirveyors, pl\imbers, fore-
men, and arti;éa.ns all con-
tributed to the park sites.
Specialized uhits for furni-
ture and ironworks cropped
up out of dedicated CCC
caompsin Wh)i,te Rock
Lake, Bastrop, and Palo
Duro Canyon!
Although tlgne CCC’s work
ir: state parksis best known
tcthe publie, :§na.ny of the
CCC camps inl Texas pro-
vided help mﬁh soil conser-
vation, erosim::t, and flood
control, and Wzorked with
5,000 farmers to update
their agricultural practices.
Private la.ndoi:;mers would
pey for materi;a,ls and the
CCC providet'}i the labor,
Bill McDonald, who worked
at soil conservation camp
3805in Ba.rtle:tt, recalled
in a 2004 interview for a,
Texas Parks aind Wildlife
Department oral history
project to comzmemorate the
work of the CCC: “Right off,
in very short drder, I got my
Ph.D.—Post Hole Digger!®
CCC workers iaid out miles
of fencing, tenf-aced farm
8 fields, sodded _ﬁrass, and
§ built small earthen dams
{g:‘ - over the ea.stexé'n and central
| parts of the state.

By the 1930;& the tim-
ber industry h:ad denuded
many of East Texas’ natu-
ral pine forests. Retus Wil-

i liams worked :in Company
i

it

L] 5
880in an area that became I A picture window frames panoramic views from (he stone overlook

shelterat the top of Skyline Drive. Davis Mountains State Park.

—

11

Sabine National Forest.
i
E 4 i
f !
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“We planied pine trees by
the thousands,”he saidina
2003 interview with Texas
Parks and Wildlife. “We did
that for a long, long time.”
Alltold,; the CCC planted
3 million trees on private
and public lands in East
Texas and developed four
national forests with a total
of more than 600,000 acres.
The CCC conserved the
landscapes of Texas, but
also conserved the buman
spirit of Texans. A high
percentage of Texas CCC
men came from families on

relief—more than 80 per-
dent— even after the relief
léequirement for enrollment
was lifted in 1937.

i Men ages 18 to 25 (later
e:xpa.nded to17to 28) en-
rolled in the program for

six-month stints and up to

]

two years of work. The av-
erage CCC enrollee had an
eighth-grade education and
had been unemployed for
seven months before join-
ing the Corps. The “CCC
boys” earned $1 a day and
were required to send $22-
'i$25 home to their families

PROTOS: © Julia Robinson; © Laurencs Parent (this page)

or dependents each month.

In this way, the CCC helped

redistribute roughly $2 bil-
lion in wages nationwide.
Roosevelt forbade dis-
crimination based on
religious or racial grounds,
but in practice many of
the local agencies in charge
of enlisting men in the pro-
gram did just that. African
Americans wers never
enrolled in the numbers
that FDR envisioned,
even though many were
in more dire straits than
their white counterparts.

The CCC’s sand-
stone structures at
Palmetto State Park
blend with the lush
landscape.

B The log replica
of Mission San
Francisco de los
Tejas, Mission Tejas
State Park,

Blanco State Park’s
stone buildings, dams,
and other structures
were among the
CCC’s earliest park
projects in Texas.
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Mother Neff
State Park

Meridian State Parlx

i
Indian Lodge,
in Davis Mojmtainﬂs
State Park I

B 014 Fort Pasker

Longhorn G!a.vern
State Park !

Balmorhea State Parix:

i
Indian Lodge,
in Davis Mountains

Py
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Meridian Stite Park
!
Indian Lodge,
in Davis Mojmhins
State Park {
014 Fort Parker

i
Longhorn Cavern
State Park i

Balmorhea émm Park
i
Bl mndian Lodge,
in Davis Mo!nntains
State Park !

State Park |

/i
Ahilene State Park
]
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Despite that, some CCC
camps were integratedin
the early years of the pro-
gram, though: the men had
segregated mess halls, liv-
ing quarters, and latrines.
Starting in 1935the camps
became fully segrogated
with allwhita, all-African
American, and some all-
Native Americancamps
distributed around the
nation. Other camps were
made up of older World
War I veterans.

In Texas, oneofthe

first all-African Ameri-
can camps re-created Fort

Parker, a historic replica

of the place where Corman-

ches captured Cynthis Ann

Parker in 1836, The fort was

part of the Texag Centennial

celebration in 1936, and the
men from Compamy 3807
rebuilt the stockaciogand

8 423-foot dam acrogsthe
Navasota River, creating
Fort Parker Lake. "The lake
isnow part of Fort Parker
State Park, while the replica
fort is a privately owrped
tourist attraction.

For ML.F. Rutherford of
Mexia, working at Fort
Parker was a blessing, In
22008 Texas Parlzs gnd
Wildlife intervievy, Ruther-
ford explained that after the
Great Depression hit there
was no farm work: or paid
employment to be: foungd. By
1933, “we didn’thave any-
thing, and finally “vound up
in a soup line.”

After joining the CCC

stationed eight ilog
from home a ort pary
where he Worked in the
YOCK QUATTY and ggg tr
driver. The Workers bui
the fOI‘l: on the ruins of
Spl'ingﬁeld‘, an A ﬁ'ican
American frog ey,
tury. After the park was
completed, Ay Am
canswere, iropically, ba
from entry, a Telic of Jim

Crow laws, urg) e 196
“Now, ming ygy, ngyr
we're talking about a tiry
of segregation » gaid put]
erford. “But IV'!':t, I didn’t
haveno problep, with it
because Ofwhat the Pres
ident had diq for me and

my family. Ang et only

PHOTOS: © Julia Robinson: @ E®inee By L




my family, but millions and
millions of other families.”
Over his two yearsin the
CCC, Rutherford sent his
wages home to his parents,
six siblings, and two cous-
ins in Mexia. “You can just
visualize how many people
that paycheck reached and
helped out,” he said.
Another success story,
Dolores “Lolo™ Baeza grew
up on a family ranch just
outside of Presidio on the
Rio Grande and dreamed
of traveling to far-off places
when he joined the CCCin
1935. He was instead sta-
tioned in Big Bend work-
ing on park roads and later
helped build Indian Lodge
in the Davis Mountains.
His work on those sites

=t
b} A
|
H

began a two-decade ca-
reer in carpentry. Later, he
Zopened achain of grocery
stores in Fort Davis, Alpine,
:and Presidio. Lolo’s great
granddaughter Berta Du-
arte works at Indian Lodge
today and takes pride in her
jfa.mi]y’s legacy in the area.

| Many Texans employed
by the CCC went on to en-
list in the armed forces
‘during World War IL They
ccredit their time in the CCC
'a,s preparation for their
time in the military. “When
1 got that letter that says,
EUncle Sam pointing at you,
“We want you in the Army;’
I didn’t hesitate, because I
‘was ready to go;” said Ruth-
erford. Many of America’s
.Greatest Generation got

|

E
i
+

their start in the CCC. for their herculean effort al-
Collectively, the Texans most a century ago.

of the CCC contributed

more than 100 million Austin-based photgjournal-

hours of 1abor to conserv- ist Julin Robinson was

ing the landscape of Texas. intrigued by the sheer man-

Whether you smile cruis- power of the CCC camps

ing down a curving park and the “unigue political and

road, or admire the arches economic circumstances that

of a visitor’s center or the made their work possible,”

towering quiet of a mature she says. “I'll never run my

pine forest, you have to hands along a rock wall or

thank the Texans of the Ci- a state park cabin in guite

vilian Conservation Corps the same way.”

Essentials

CCCin Texas

For an online interactive database and map of the 29 Civilian Con-
servation Corps state parks in Texas, go to www.texascecparks.org.
For a complete list of Texas' state parks, go to www.tpwd.texas.gov.
For an interactive database and maps of CCC projects nationwide,

go to https:/flivingnewdeai.org.
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1100 Kingsbury St, Austin

Pease District Park

Once inhabited by Native Americans and serving as a Civil War encampment for George
Custer’s troops, this linear park buffers Shoal Creek bounded by Lamar Boulevard on Its
east and Kingsbury Street and Parkway on the west. In 1875 on what was then Austin's

Landscape Style: western limit, Governor Elisha Pease and his wife deeded to the City some 23 acres
Naturalistic or Cohesive of land—the first donation of private land for a park in Texas. By 1888, the City had
increased the area to about 40 acres and in 1903 a committee was formed to oversee the
Landscape Type: park's development, naming landscape gardener W. H. Pittsford the park keeper. As the
Public Park surrounding neighborhood developed, the park was used as dumping grounds until 1926
Neighborhood Park when the Austin Kiwanis Club funded the installation of irrigation, lighting, and landscape
Desigriers: improvements including the construction of a wading pool and limestone arches on
Hugo Kuehne Parkway. Architect Hugo Kuehne is credited with the design of Tudor Cottage style
Wallace, Roberts & Todd restrooms and, in the 1930s, the Works Progress Administration funded the construction
Pease Park Conservancy of bridges, limestone walls, picnic tables, and improvements to the Shoal Creek Trail.

By the 1960s Pease Park was again suffering from neglect. Local resident Janet Fish
Related Institutions: recalled riding horses along the trail in her youth and funded its rehabilitation, renaming
“Hike and Bike Trail." Today the 43-acre park comprises meadows, forests, riparian
habitat, and steep bluffs. It forms the eastern boundary of the Old West Austin Historic
District listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2004. In 2013, a master plan
for the park was developed by Pease Park Conservancy and Wallace, Roberts & Todd.

Works Progress Administration it the

30,  The Cultural Landscape Foundation

L
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CWA TO RESUME PARK WORK SOON
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 30, 1934;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

M TO RESUNE
K OB SO0

Resumption of w Zitker park i
and rlong ﬁﬁ under the A
new CIWA setup tentatively has
Eecen met for April 15, it was an-
nounced today by F. A, Dale, atate
CWA park engineer.

Thess projects, originally begun
by the city but later deaignated as
federal profects, wera well along
when &il CWA work was suspended
here Wednesday.

o oD &
Troo Planting Continues

The stone entrance to Zilker park
west of Barton creek bridge was
clmost completed as was consiruc.
tion on the boy scout lodge and con-
ceanion house, Work of setting out
trees already received here for the
arboretum will be continued under
:a! :neelal arrangement, Mr. Dale

Between 300 and 400 men wern
working at Zilker park on the varl-
ocus improvementis there. Other pro-
Jects not completed Included buiid-
ing of & dam alopg Dry creek In
the west end of the park, buliding
of a girt scout cabin, terracing ba-
tvcen the rock garden and the Bap-
ton Bprings pevilion, and grading
of roads, . ]

> o &>

Werk For Limited Numbor
Foot snd .bridle
Iskd out slong the;
and the roadway had i
but work on bridges at the north
end of the roadway was just ba-
ing started,

The new setup iy experted to pro-
vide for employment of o Umited
number of iaborers after a thorough
stiidy by cnsa workers of the CWA
rolly, It probably will eall for only
subnistence employment, enocugh to
provide oniy necosalties and Hkely
'\‘vm aot!mure a fixed :‘:‘m?ber of

ours of work per wee or the
\\-gqt:!!:er;%. mel: ﬂutd.j

e last city project using CWA i
Inahor was finished Thurld:; when "
the last concrete was poured on the -
ttew swimming pool at Hyde Park
playground.

D

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



WORK ON SHOAL DRIVE RENEWED

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Jan 17, 1934;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

WORKINSHOAL
DAIVE BENEWED

_Surveys kave been completed and
pians are about ready for comple-
tion otL drive from 24th
te 20tk sireets, ity Engr, J. 5L
Motheral maid Wednesday.

Workmen are husy at the 20th
street ond, working back south.
Miana Include, besides the automo.
bile drive, & bridie path and pos-
slhly n footpath along the creek.

The force of 200 CWA workers
engaged this weet In excavating,
clearing away aud building right of
wny, in expected to bhe Increased
nost «week to 300 mien., AMMotheral
safd. The work must be completed
hy Feb, 18 in order to assuro {in-
lsl:llng with CWA iabor, Motheral
sajd,

The route of ths drive at 24th
dtreet is belng 'changed in the new
plans to eross the pavement nearer
the bridge. This new route, ap-
proved by tho city councll at & re-
cont meoting, will keep to the east
side of the creek and aveld two
e!"oanings enlled for in the originn}
NMANRK,

Work was started this week on
projects {n Rasedala park and liyde
Park playgrounds was halted Tues-

day by raln. In tho laller pince,
workmen ara constructing & con-
orete swimming pool, 80 feet long by
40 feet wide and slanting to n depih
nf 10 feot. »

—

ey .-

T

GRANDPA NO DANCER ™

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1T—~—llow-
ard W, Hendersnn, a grandfather
who i3 8 and gray-haired, hecame
Indignant in domentjec reiations
enurt, ‘"T'ha iden!” he exclnimed,
“the idea of saying that I spend
my time cdancingt”

e had bheen haled into court by
his daughter~in-law, Mrs, Margarst
lienderson, who accunod him of hid.
ing her husband as well as bhelng
a gay hlade, Tho judge decided he
should contribute to the support of
the grandchildren, _

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited ug_ithout permission.
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Map 2.3. The Core City, ca. 1972. The creeks, river, and neighborhoods that define the
core of Austin. Adapted from Austin Creeks’Horizons '76 Committee, City of Austin.

Crenshaw laughed in delight at the memory of how infuriated the other pro-
project council members were. “They thought they had old man White in
their paw, but he surprised them. When he refused to vote, they took a recess,
took White in the back room, and tried to strong-arm him. But all he said
was, ‘I am not going to vote on this issue today.’ So it failed!”

The First Hike and Bike: A Greenbelt Takes Shape along Shoal Creek

Another person who was able to use her social position to influence the cre-
ation of Austin’s landscape was Janet Fish, the daughter of Walter Long and
wife of Russell Fish. Walter Long had come to Austin in the early years of the
century and was one of the prime movers in Austin, He served as the Chair
of the Chamber of Commerce from 1914 t0 1949, actively promoting a vision
of a growing Austin all his life. The family home sits on a hill overlooking
Shoal Creek. Janet had grown up riding her family horses on an old bridle
path along that creek. The path had been built by the CCC (Civilian Conser-
vation Corps) during the Depression, but had fallen into disrepair since the
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was not willing to spend money on its upkeep. Janet, along with Dickson
Parks Director Beverly Shefhield, saw the creek as a natural parkway and
ited to restore the old CCC trail. She approached the city about ways that
creek could be cleaned vp and the bridle path restored. But the city was
willing to spend the money required.
anet, on the other hand, had decided that something was going to hap-
. and she set about making it happen. Since the city would not dedicate
money required, Janet contracted the city to do much of the restoration
k, using her own money. Parks Du%ctor Sheffield recalls that “one day
:t came down to the office and wrote out a s5,000 check to the city. Later
her husband Russell joked that check was her new car!” That was a lot
soney in the 1950s, but $5,000 did Bot cover the entire expense to make
zrail. So Janet got community orgamzanons such as the Boy Scouts and
zch groups to donate time and labox.* to clear and build the trail. In addi-
. Janet actually made a map of all the houses along the trail for its first
ion. She went to each household, as}nng them to take responsibility for a
I section of the creek adjacent to their property. Asked if this helped, she
'*'ed “Sure—then their yard help wouldn’t go over and dump their trash
iT.7 Most residents were enthusmsnc, and many who lived along the trail
=zeered time to keep it clean. Several houscholds organized their children
« “funior deputies” who were told to watch the trail and report anyone
iping trash. Janet actually “depunzed” the kids, giving them badges and
: zads on which to write the names of transgressors.
&= Fishes, Dickson, Sheffield, and many others hoped to extend the trail
zp the creek, past its present end;at 35th Street. But they had trouble
: 'r*downers who would not grant easement rights. The land on the creek
::e=ent1y houses Seton Hospital contains a set of free-flowing springs,
& Seiders Springs. The original plan to build Seton would have ruined
spring and used land the Fishes wanted for the Hike and Bike. Russell
the Zandowner fought in the city council, Russell asking that the land-
w2z ot be given the right to build aver the spring. “We are friends again
:‘bur we fought bitterly over that land,” says Russell. The owner eventually
2 = zet the hospital back so as not to destroy the spring, and gave the
z fighr-of-way: In 1976 three 51sters descended from original settlers, the
5278 zEve 2 570,000 donation to restore the park at the springs where they
gomw up. This donation allowed the city to create Seiders Park, presently
rorhers texminus of the rail.

e Sefders sisvers gave their money
e Lsmiowemers Zarcher vp the on

o conserve the land as a public good,
bek were not to be moved. As Russelt
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approached them about trail access, some agreed, but many would not hear
of it. The reason many gave was that they «Jidn’t want ‘common people’ wan-
dering along their property”

well, mostly in the are2

The city bureaucracy created its own problem as
d to maintain the trail, and while Russell

of upkeep. The city was Suppose
was trying to get property owners to cede access, Janet was trying to get city
departments t0 take care of trash, trail destruction, and other problems-
Janet gave her Shoal Creek tr 41 the name “Hike and Bike Trail;’ a name
that stuck. The trail became 2 model linear park at both the local and national
levels. One of Janet’s friends was Liz Carpentet assistant to Lady Bird John-
<on (wife of President Lyndon Baines Johnson). Janet gave pictures of the
Hike and Bike to Carpentet, who showed them to Lady Bird. Lady Bird was
so impressed with the trail that she passed out pictures of it in her beautifi-
cation efforts around the country- As the trail got national acclaim, several
national magazines Wrote articles on it, and Janet got calls from other cities
asking how the project was done. As a form of landscape, the Hike and Bike
Trail served as the model for all the future greenbelts in Austin, showing
how area creeks could be used for recreation and parks rather than dumping
ounds. It also provided 2 name for an idea used by other cities across the
pation, for the fisst tme placing Austin in the forefront of thinking about

environmental landforms and city designs.

1t is a noteworthy aspect of the Shoal Creek story that these early con-
servationists were able to create the trail because of their private wealth and
social position. Their resources were used to beautify 2 section of the city in
which they lived. Although Parks Director Sheffield worked with Janet on
the idea of contracting the city to do the work, overall the nature of the city
bureaucracy was then (as now) focused on creating urban space, not green

space. It was not until Janet paid the Parks Department to act 8 contractor

that the department agreed to come into the plan. Private landowners proved

even more difficult to MOV the trail ends where it does today because land-
ntinue it.

owners would not give right-of-way to €0

Ecology and preserves: New ideas Shape New Conservation

and wealthier residents were added another

group of people who emerged as early conservationists. These Were the pro-
fessionals: lawyers, early high-tech workers, and university personnel who
d government industries. Their pro-

To the efforts of Old Austinites

came to town to work in the university an
fessional training and higher

education had exposed them 10 ideas about the
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TEEAS: SOCIOLOGY, GEDGRAPHY, EXVIRONMESTAL STUDIES

S AUSTIN GREW FROM a college and government town of the 1950s into the
4. sprawling city of 2010, two ideas of Austin as a place came into conflict. Many
who promoted the ideology of growth helieved Austin would be defined by economic
output, money, and wealth. But many others thought Austin was instead defined by
its quality of life. Because thF natural environment cantributed so much to Austin's
quality of life, 2 social movement to preserve the city’s environment became the
leading edge of a larger mmeent to retain its unigue sense of place. Thus the
“environmental movement” in Austin became the political and symbolic arm of the
more gensral movement for place.

This is a history of the environmental movement in Austin—how it began; what it
did; and how it promoted ideas about the relationships between people, cities, and the
environment. It is also about how the deeper movement to retain a sense of place con-
tinues to shape the way Austin is built today. The city it helped to create is now on
the forefront of national BffOftS to rethink how we can build our cities, reduce glohal
warming, and find ways that humans and the environment can coexist in a big city.
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Austin History Ceater

Siotf Phole

PEASE DESCENDANTS SEE PARK DEDICATED
and Margaret Harmon, great-great-grandchildren, unveil marker

inds

‘Douglas

‘Bekool
the marker w “remind those traffic,”
Who are here and those who are continue

~ By LABRY BeSAW o |
Ecenic Peage Park, donated to)
1875 by the Iate Gov.!
Blisha

he said, “may the park

sperinteudent, who said poshlation i increasing
o be a place where

apectators wens.on hand for the
| unveding of the marker.
'ﬂl. munument
cammemorales the 38-acke park
and’ the post-Civit War camping
FoAnd of .Gen - Goorge A,
Custer and 300 woldiers, it

Temains a spot “of . matural

family that gave it. .
“Good deeds and those wha:
S
+ “It-is our hope that
historical marker will be Tead
iy the thousands who will enjoy]
this park in the years to come.”
' reviewed
noting

‘Texas, along with other acts

sthat brought prosperity and:

.growth to the Lone Star State.*:
+ “In these days of asphalt,’
pollution, crowded apartments,

often forgotien,” hej
thizlfor its efforts in establishing the

Pease’}!

Following Carruti's :puen’

marker. It is at the engd of}
Parkway, off 13th and past the
old underpass. :

Although given to the city in
1875, the land was uot developed
until 1028 when the Austin
Kiwanis Club

lighting
a water
system. The City Recreation
Department was created in 1924
|and the land was developed into
a usesble public park.
Members of the Austin High
School provided music

Xk ks
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Descendants of the Pease family at

the marker: James and Julie Graham

Harman, Nancy Graham, Margaret Har-
men, Douglas Harman, Mrs, Tom Gra-

ham and Tom Grahsam,

Margeret and Douglas iarman at marker,
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Avstin Histery Center

Some of descendants of Gov, & Mrs,

Pease, Left to right: Mrs, Tom Gra-
ham, Tom Graham, Mra, Julie Graham

Harman, Naney Graham, Margaret Har-
man, Douglas Harman, Mr, Carl Widen
(not & member of the family)

Hargaret Harman unveils the marker.,
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About Austin  Hotels  Vacation Rentals Restaurants Thingstodo Flights  ees

United States > Texas (TX) > Austin » Things to Do in Austin » Pease Park Pease Park, Austin: Hours, Address, Attraction Reviews

Pease Park i your business?

(@)X @XeX@X1) 13 Reviews #115 of 326 things to do in Austin Nature & Parks
@ 1100 Kingsbury, Austin, TX 78705 & +1512-499-6700 [ Website

Review Highlights

“Beautiful trail”

If you're looking for somewhere to go for
a nice walk or run, you've found it. | think
Pease feeds... read more

@@@®® Reviewed 2 weeks ago
Aashrawi, Cypress, Tx [Jvia mobile

“Wonderful time”

QOur three year old had a wonderful time
at this park. He especially loved the
splash park and large... read more

% @@@G@® Reviewed May 26, 2017

celd21, edinburg, texas []via mobile

Read all 13 reviews

Overview Reviews Location Q&A

Overview

. 13 revi (@ Open Now All hours
4.5 O 0 0 0 o reviews Hours Today: 5:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Excellent 78%
Very goed 15% LOCATION
Average 0% @ 1100 Kingsbury, Austin, TX 78705
Poor %
Terrible 0% CONTACT
L) Website ¢, +1512-499-6700
2 weeks ago Improve This Listing

“Beaultiful trail”

@@@E®® May 26, 2017
“Wonderful time”




Is this attraction suitable for all ages?

Top Selling Tours & Activities in Austin

Austin in a Nutshell City Bridge Segway
Bike Tour Tour in Austin

Discover Austin by bike an a 2- Combine the cultural and naturai
heur tour that goes through Zilker highlights of Austin on an

Park, Congress Avenue, and exhilarating Segway tour... read
around Lady Bird Lake. See more
landmarks like the Texas State... Duration: 1.5-hrs to 2-hrs

|
from $45.00*

OYes ONo

Austin Brewery Tour

Go beer tasting at craft breweries
in Austin with an informative guide
who takes you around the city ina
pedicab. Soak up the fresh air as
your guide... read more

0O Unsure

Lady Bird Lake Bike
Tour

Experience the urban and the
outdoors in Austin during this 2-
hour bike tour including Lady Bird
Lake and some of the city's best
parks. Cycle along the... read more

See More Experiences

Write a Review

Reviews (13)

Traveler rating Traveler type Time of year Language
Excellent 10 Families Mar-May All languages
Very good 1 Couples Jun-Aug s English (12}
Average 0 Solo | Sep-Nav * Spanish (1)
Poor 1 Business DecFeb
Terrible 0 Friends

See what travelers are saying:

Q Search reviews

1 - 10 of 12 reviews

@)@)@)(@X®) Reviewed 2 weeks ago [J via mobile
Beautiful trail

if you're looking for somewhere to go for a nice walk or run, you've found
it. I think Pease feeds into another park but either way, the trails are really

Aashrawi
Cypress, Tx beautiful. There's trees lining long stretches but there's also a large open
#7 grassy area. Great... More
i® Thank Aashrawi s
() @X®)(@®)X®) Reviewad May 26,2017 [J via mobile
Wonderful time
Our three year old had a wonderful time at this park. He especially loved
s the splash park and large selection of swings! We will be back!
edinburg,
texas
54 w22

il Thank cel421 [=




Scrappywalker
Cardiff, United
Kingdom

Z69 w16

Wowsy
Dallas, Texas

#40 &6

NYCityCountr...

New York City,
New York

99 w27

richardcraig?...
Austin, Texas

Z1 w1

Gloria L
Austin, Texas,
USA

2515 »152

ThinkHoliday
Austin

=29 w23

(@(®)@®X®) Reviewed April 28, 2017 [ via mobile
Eyeore's 54th birthday celebration

Alovely well maintained park and easy walking distance from town. The
reason for our visit was Eyeore’s 54th birthday and everyone was there

celebrating. Lots of people dressed up, walking their dogs, fun activities
for children, commutative t-shirts for sale, lots of food and... More

i Thank Scrap_pywalk_er [
(@X@X@X®() Reviewed April 11, 2017
mid city respite

Calm peaceful, walking/ running paths following shoal creek. Road and lot
parking away from busy traffic. Great for short or long visits.

s Thank Wowsy -

@@®®@ @@ Reviewed September 3,2016 [J via mobile

Kept the hike going with a sprinkle!

We took a two mile hike along Shoals Creek to Pease Park and a 15-
minute stop at the bathroom and the sprinklers recharged our 7-year old
(and us) and made the hike back seem absolutely easy!

ik 1 Thank NYCityCountryMouse

(@)XeXeX®)X(®) Reviewed June 30, 2016

Pretty Pease!

This beautiful heavily wooded park sits on both sides of Shoal Creek next
to Lamar Bivd. in the very heart of Austin. Although you are in the middle
of the 11th largest city in the United States, it is easy to imagine that you
are... More

i 1 Thank richardcraig2004 (o

(@)@)X®)@)X®) Reviewed September 23, 2015

Great park and great location

I love Pease Park! It is a place that is fun to walk around or take kids to. It
is also the site for Eeyore's every sping, which is a rite of spring in Austin,

i Thank Gloria L

(®X@X@)X9)X®) Reviewed August 31, 2015
Eeyore's Birthday is the Best!

Alf the creatures of the forest are welcome and usually make an
appearance. Fun for the whole family - drum circles, face painting, crazy
costumes, maypole, etc. Don't miss this, if you're in Austin the end of
April.

il Thank ThinkHoliday

(@@ @) @)X®) Reviewed August 13, 2014
Visit Austin with young kids? Pease Park

What to do in 100 degree weather in Texas with young kids? Grab a few



MyMimosa
Austin, Texas
Z14 =10

Piquarick
Piqua
=185 #77

‘ Previous

Nearby

towels, water bottle, lawn chairs and spend a few hours at Pease Park.
Turn into Parkway/Enfield from Lamar to park. It is a local spot, walk
along the creek to... More

i 1 Thank MyMimosa jm

(@)X@)@)@X® Reviewed April 29, 2014
Celebrate Eeyore's Birthday

Having come of age in the 60s, going to Pease Park for Eeyore's 51st
birthday party was a step back in time and a new experience all at the
same time. The park was packed on a pleasantly overcast Spring
afternoon with thousands of mostly-costumed... More

il Thank Piquarick -

1 2 Next»

Sponsored by:

Nearby Restaurants

Jeffrey's Restaurant ALC Steaks
@@@@() 183 reviews @(@)@@@®) 258 reviews
.46 miles away .23 miles away
Wink Restaurant Goodall's Kitchen & Bar
(@@@@(1) 282 reviews @@@@Q) 65 reviews
.35 miles away .39 miles away
Nearby Attractions
HOPE Outdoor Gallery Graffiti Park at Castle Hills
(@)X @)@X®X1) 267 reviews (@@XeX®)( ) 420 reviews
.35 miles away .34 miles away

Harry Ransom Center Fall Creek Vineyards



Explore your city...

austintexas*gov

the official website of the City of Austin

Department » Parks And Recreation » Park Of The Month » Pease Park: So Much More than Meets the Eye

PARK OF THE MONTH

Pease Park: So Much More than Meets the Eye
Feb 05, 2014 - 02:11 pm CST

Austin's Pease Park.
For most people just
the name of this park
conjures up memories
of the annual Eeyore's
Birthday Party—a fete
thrown by locals in
honor of the
perpetually-sad
donkey in A. Milne's
Winnie-the-Pooh
stories. Since 1974,
the 42-acre park in the
heart of Austin has
been the gathering
place for the eclectic party that features live music, family games (think giant maypole, sack
races and oversized jigsaw puzzles) and a costume contest renowned for its creativity. But there
is much more to Pease park than its annual tribute to the fictional donkey.

A Rich and Varied History

Shoal Creek, which makes up the backbone of the park, was home to native Americans who
fished in, and drank from, the creek’s pristine waters. In 1842, a Mexican invasion caused many
Austin residents to flee. After that time, the Native Americans became more aggressive in
skirmishes with European settlers. Most Native Americans were pushed out by the 1850s.

Aiter the Civil War, the Congressional Reconstruction Plan called for George Custer and his
troops to come to Texas, restore order and reign in post-war opportunists. Custor and his men
were encamped along Shoal Creek when cholera swept through the camp, killing a reported 35
to 40 men, all of whom were buried along the west side of Pease Park. In the 1880s, most of the
bodies were located and reinterred to the National Cemetery in San Antonio. Seven more
bodies were discovered in the aftermath of the flood of 1900. These were then reinterred at
Austin’s Oakwood Cemetery, where they lie in state today. Robert E. Lee, as a young man, also
camped with froops all along Shoal Creek.

If the Shoal Creek area hadn't already seen enough, the 1890s brought a surge of gold-rush
fever. Rumors of buried Mexican gold brought treasure hunters to dig in the park for years. But
no gold was ever found. Rough times were not over for the park... In 1875 Governor Pease and
his wife gave the land we know as Pease Park to the citizens of Austin. But for another 50

Advanced Search

TAGS

Pease Park
Eeyore's Birthday
Shoal Creek



« The fund now boasts a $165,000 balance, five percent of which can be used annually for
improvements in the park and greenbelt.

The PPC went even further by fuhding a Master Plan for the park and teaming up with the City
of Austin to gather significant public input. “The Master Plan will provide a blueprint for the
ecological restoration and maintenance of the park and greenbelt as well as some recreational
enhancements of the area,” says Craig. “Once it is completed and adopted by the Austin Parks
Board and City Council, the PPC and City will work together to find funding to implement the
plan in phases over time.”

Another project aims to address erosion issues in Shoal Creek. The Shoal Creek Restoration
Project will include: stabilizing the creek banks; improving creek access points; extending trails
and paths; installing infiltration areas to better manage stormwater runoff; removing some
wastewater line and restoring soil and native vegetation. Work on these projects will begin in the
spring of this year and will last approximately 18 months. The project will be constructed in three
phases such that the park will not be impacted all at once.

This yéar promises to be an exciting one for Pease Park. The combination of dedicated
residents, neighbors and City staff have all come together to address the diverse needs of the
park in a permanent and ongoing way.

“As our central city population grows rapidly in density and size, these green spaces are going
to be under intense pressure from residents seeking recreation,” Craig said. “We want it to be
sustainable and this will be hard work that the next generation, and the following one, must take

up in turn.”

So by all means check out Eeyore’s party, but come back for everything else this great park has
to offer.

Note: Pease Park
offers miles of trails
for walking, cycling
and dog-walking.
The park also has a
playscape, a
splashpad, two
basketball courts,
three volleyball
courts and many
picnic tables. There
is an off-leash area
along the trail to the
west of Shoal Creek
between 24th and

29th Streets.

Tagged: Pease Park, Eeyore's Birthday, Shoal Creek
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AUSTIN'S MOST BEAUTIFUL RUNS THAT'LL MAKE YOU
ACTUALLY WANT TO WORK OUT

By ANASTACIA URIEGAS By ANASTACIA URIEGAS
Published On09/20/2016 Published OnQ9/20/2016 ) @
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FLICKR/ROY NISWANGER

Now that the weather is turning from “hell-ish” to “hellyeabilfigAustin’s fit commu hity -- and |
those of us who aspire to one day consider being fit -- G R PV I

Whether you prefer nature trails or city streets, we've ate
with these 10 circuits equipped with nice scenery.

The Great Travel Buct List: 50 Things To Do
Abroad Before You Die

Slaughter Creek Trail




FLICKR/LARS PLOUGMANN

Shoal Creek Trail
Central/North Central Austin

Length: 3 miles (one-way)

Follow alongside Shoal Creek for three miles through the heart of the city. Start at the 1st St
bridge, cross Cesar Chavez, and hop on Shoal Creek Trail near West Ave and the Seaholm

Power Plant. You'll wind around Hut's Hamburgers, Whole Foods, through Pease Park, West
Campus, and end up near Randalls on 38th. The more scenic areas are in the northern section.

Advertisement



level (the rest of the area is about 580 feet). A great spot for picnicking,
too, with rolling hills, the Colorado River, and ali of Austin virtually spread
out before you.

Museums in Austin Top Austin Attractions Focus
on History, Music and The
Great Outdoors

VIEW THIS LIST VIEW THIS LIST

5 SHOAL CREEK HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL

NORTH AUSTIN

This wide trail spans more than four miles along Shoal Creek, starting in
Pease Park. The lush greenbelt is a favorite of cyclists, joggers, and
hikers.

This huge, spring-fed swimming hole is surrounded by lovely gardens and
pecan trees. The pool is fed by spring waters that maintain a year-round
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COUNTRY

(http:/www.wideopencountry.com/)

LIFESTYLE (HTTP:/WWW.WIDEOPENCOUNTRY.COM/CATEGORY/LIFESTYLE/)

10 Secret Outdoor Spots You Can Hike to in
Austin, Texas

BY KYLE VER (HT TP-/WWW.WIDEOPENCOUNTRY.COM/AUTHOR/KYLE-VER/) 1 YEAR

PHP?U=HTTP% 3A% 2F% 2FV"/WW.WIDEOPENCOUNTRY.COM?% 2F12-SECRET-OUTDOOR-EXCURSIONS-IN-AUSTIN~

FlickefTodd Dwyer ("hitps:/fwww.fickr.com/photos/rel0dd/4B365260607)

i

(httpWwww.wideopenmediagrbup.com/j(
music-writers/)

There's no measure of fun the city of Austin, Texas offers its inhabitants and visitors.

The city’s massive live music scene attracts people from around the world, especially during the South by
Southwest and Austin City Limits music festivals. Along with taking advantage of its diverse and
established music world, visitors can do a whole bunch of experimenting with Austin's up-and-coming food
and drink scene.

But after spending all day {and night) in crowded music venues, standing in line for hours at Franklin
Barbecue and trying your patience with the city’s hoards of hipsters, you'll be craving ssme well-needed
outside time.



-

(http://www.wideopencountry.com/12-secret-outdoor-excursions-in-austin-texas/walnutcreektrail/)
Hill Country Outdoors (http:/fwww.hilicountryoutdoors.com/clubportal/EventDetailPublic.cfm?clubl D=1&EventiD=220616&mo=5)

If you rather embrace nature on two wheels, take your bike to Walnut Creek. The trail, favored by bikers, offers

some 15 miles of North Austin grandeur. Reward your workout with a break at the Domain. Entering the Trail

at Balcones District Park on Duval Road and Amherst Drive is recommended. Map

{https://www.google.com/maps/place/Balcones+District+Park/@30.4120803,-97.7208889,17z/data=!3m14b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x8644cc15103be303:0x46bdf2218c95¢*

Shoal Creek Trail

(http://www.wideopencountry.com/1 2-secret-outdoor-excursibns-in-austin-texas/shoacreektrail/)
10Best (http;//www.10best.com/destinations/texas/austin/north-austin/attractions/shaal-creek-hike-and-bike-trail/)

Here's something pretty central! Shoal Creek Trail is very convenient if you're trying to get downtown by foot

or bike; but not many seem fo notice. The trail starts off around 38th Street and finishes at Town Lake. If you

find yourself on the trail come sunset, mind the swarming bats under the low overpasses on Shoal Creek. Park

at Pease Park! Map

(https://www.google.com/maps/place/Shoal+Creek+Trail, +Austin,+ TX/@30.2857103,-97.7535649,17z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x8644b57079fea8f3:0x8h0bd8c05d8!



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Oct. 1990)
22E0
United States Department of the Intermix
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

1. NAME OF PROFERTY

HISTORIC NAME: Old West Austin Historic District
OTHER NAMES/SITE NUMBER: N/A

2. LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER: Roughly bounded by W. 13th, Lamar Blvd., W. 35th, & Mo-Pac Expy.

CITY OR TOWN: Austin VICINITY: N/A NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A
STATE: Texas CODE: TX COUNTY: Travis CODE: 453 ZIP CODE: 78703

3, STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this x.
nomination

_ reques for determination of ehgibihty meetsthe documentation sandardsfor registering properties in the National Register of
Higtoric Haoes and meatsthe procedura and professiond requirements st forth in 36 CHFR Part 60. 1n my opinion, the property
megds  doesnot meat the Nationad Regigter Criteria. | recommend that this property be conddered significant  nationally
datewide x locally.
( SeeconUjiiinipi“heet for e Mlti/ifid comments)

Sgnature of certifying official Dae

State Historic Preservation Officer. Texas Historical Commission
Sate or Federd agency and buresu

Inmy opinion, the proparty  meds  doesnat met the Nationd Regidter criteria
(  Seecontinuaion sheet for additiond comments)

Sgnature of commenting or other official Dae

Sate or Federd agency and buresu

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFHCATION

1, hereh*certify that thisproperty is Date of Action
entered in the Nationd Regider P 12 A48
_ See continuation shed,
determined eligible for the Nationa Regiger
_ See continuation shedt,

determined not eligible for the National Regiger
removed from the National Regiger

other (explain):



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Old West Austin Historic District, Travis County, Texas Page 2

5. CLASSHCATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY : Private; public-local
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: District
NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY:

CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING

1583 951 BUILDINGS
1 0 SITES
4 0 STRUCTURES
1 0 OBJECTS
1574 951 TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCESPREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 5 (Judge Robert
Lynn Batts House, Goldie Horton-Porter House, Jacques and Maggie Keith House, Chester and Lorine Nagel
House, Woodlawn)

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC: Single dwelling. Secondary structure, Multiple dwelling
LANDSCAPE: Park
TRANSPORTATION: Road-related

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC: Single dwelling. Secondary structure. Multiple dwelling

LANDSCAPE: Park
TRANSPORTATION: Road-related

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial; Classical; Italian Renaissance; Tudor;
Mission/Spanish Colonial Revivals

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Prairie School,

Bungal ow/Craftsman
MODERN MOVEMENT: Modeme, International Style, Ranch Style
MATERIALS: FOUNDATION: BRICK; WOOD; STONE; CONCRETE
WALLS: WOOD (weatherboard, board and batten, drop-siding); BRICK; STONE;
STUCCO; SHEET METAL
ROOF: WOOD (shingles); ASPHALT; CLAY TILE; SHEET METAL
OTHER: CONCRETE; GLASS

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: e Continuation Sheets 7-5 to 7-71
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Description

The Old Wegt Austin Historic District covers gpproximately 106 blocks of residential development and park land
digtributed across a plateau west of Augtin's central busness district. The areais comprised of three major suburbs, Enfield,
Pemberton Heights, and Bryker Woods and wes all originally part of the George W. Spear League. When the leegue was divided,
the Reese family's Woodlawn plantation and farmland John Woods Harris owned encompessad the greater portion of the parceling.
Although a few houses were built before the turn of the century, suburban devdopment begen in the southern portion of the area in
the 1920s and expanded northward through the 1950s. Architect-designed dwellings coexigt with more modest vernacular dwellings
and the collection incdludes period revival resdences bungaows, cotteges, and gpartments. Relieving the badc rectilinear grid are
Fverd dreatstha conform to Shod Creek basin's irregular topography and others that gently descend into Reese Park, which
forms the historic district's eestern boundary. The resultant grouping of nineteenth- and twentieth-century resources includes 2,525
dwellings, garages, and other properties that retain integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, which remain recognizable to the historic district's period of significance.

Old Wes Austin's Automobile Suburbs

The historic district indludes severd features that refer to its nineteenth-century history. Woodlawn plantation, with its
Gresk Revivad dwelling built in 1853 (sse Photograph 1) and adjoining acreege provided much of the land for what would become
the higtoric district. Nineteenth-century development included establishment of the Internationa and Great Northern Railroad,
which defines the historic district'swestern boundary, and the founding of Reese Park, donated to the city by the Reegefamily,
ownes of Woodlawn, which defines the historic district's eastern boundary. Other nineteenth-century development included a few
dwellings on the historic district's north sde.

Twentieth-century suburban development, however, dominates the historic district. A significant portion of the Old Wes
Audtin Historic District occupies alimestone shelf west of the city. The scenic view of downtown Austin and the University of
Texas campus is a distinctive feature of many dwellings built dong the aredls eastern edge The suburbs of Enfield, Pemberton
Heights, and Bryker Woods form the nudeus of suburban devel opment.

The oldest and southernmogt suburb in the historic district is Enfield. Its rough boundaries are Windsor Road on the north.
Reeee Park on the eadt, 13th Street on the south, and the Mo-Pac Expressvay on the west. The suburb encompesses severd
additions platted between 1914 and 1948. Two later additions were plaited on the west Sde of the historic district after the period of
dgnificance under condderation. The plan for Enfield is largely intact, incorporating severd small idand parks dong curvilinear
dreets & the edge of Reese Park. Lot 9zes and shgpes are irregular. Topogrephy dictates the route of the main esst-west
thoroughfares, Enfield and NilesRoads Strest widths vary considerably within the suburb. Most dwellings have athirty-foot
sbadk from the street. Fewer park lands were platted inthe 1930s subdivisons than in earlier additions. Streets tended to be
rectilinear, and, dthough lots continued to vary in size, they sldom were irregularly shaped. The right angles of rectangular lots,
of any 9ze, meant more lots could be platted and sold. Restrictions in some of these later subdivisions required only twenty-five-
foot sathacks for dwellings and aone-story house could cost a minimum of $2,000.

Due north of Enfield is the suburb of Pemberton Heights, roughly bounded by Westover Road on the north, Shod Creek
on the eedt, Windsor Road and 24th Street on the south, and the Mo-Pac Expressway on the west. Pemberton Heights encompesses
Fverd additions platted between 1927 and 1947. The earlies-developed portion of the suburb hes curvilinear gtreets, smal idand
parks, and varied lot 9zes and shegpes Later additions are more rectilinear in plan with smaler, relatively uniform rectangular lots.
Thee later additions 0 have agphdt-surfaced driveways. Satback requirements in Pemberton Heights vary from thirty to forty
feet. Southern aooess to Pemberton Heights is from Windsor Road, which rambles through Enfield, or the 1928 bridge gpanning
Shod Cresk & 24th Street. The bridge was widened in 1939. Two other bridges soen Shod Creek dong Shod Creek Drive within
the confines of Peese Park. The southernmaogt of these two bridges wias rebuilt of reinforced concrete in 1935; the northernmost
bridge wes rebuilt in 1934. A fourth bridge had been a 29th Streat for years, providing access to the north dde of thehistoric
digtrict. The early bridge was replaced with areinforced concrete structure in 1926, repaired in 1933, and replaced again in 1938.

Bryker Woods, the northernmost suburb in the historic district, is roughly bounded by 35th Street on the north. Shod
Cresk on the eadt, Westover Road on the south, and the Mo-Pac Expressvay on the west. The suburb encompessess severd parcds
of land that were platted between 1886 and 1951. Bryker Woods wiss intensively developed between 1936 and 1940 with
subdivisons thet followed mostly rectilinear srests with regularly-sized and sheped lots. The lagt two plats of 1940, however.
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brought subgtantid physical changesto the largely rectilinear suburb by introducing two very long, ova-shaped blocks. Where
there would have been sharp right angles, smdl triangular-shaped idand parks guided traffic. Another dightly larger park is a the
north end indead of residentia lots. Later additions, Belmont 1 and 2, were platted inthe 1950s but construction in these aress
largdy postdates the period of sgnificance under condderation. Setbacks are a uniform twenty-five feet from the street throughout
mog of Bryker Woods.

Landscape features are found throughout the historic district. Lush landsceping includes curbside live oaks, ems, ad
Fverd vaieties of flowering trees and shrubs. Idands and smdll parks often have a subgstantid live oak growing within their
perimeter (sse Photograph 2). Reddentid yards have groomed lawns and many have complimentary, though not necessarily historic
plantings of flower beds, shrubs, and potted plants. Numerous older trees are on many of the properties.

Other landscape features include the reet sysem. Some portions of the sysem are rectilinear and others are curvilinear.
Alleys were unnecessary in automobile suburbs, thus acoessto garages and outbuildingsis by way of the main streets. Except in a
few early ingances primarily neer Reege Park, gone curbing or retaining walls, concrete curbs, gutters, and storm drains are
dandard. A decorétive feature on many corner curbs in Pemberton Heights isinlaid ceramic tile identifying dreet names. Materids
for driveways vary broadly from dreet to street. Concrete driveways dominate, but numerous examples of agphdt or gravel beds
a0 exist. The dominant gateway inthe historic digtrict is a the Parkway Road entrance to Reese Park (s2e Photograph 3).

Peese Park defines the eastern boundery of the historic district and sarves s its mog significant landscape feature. The
initial twenty-three-acre park grew to encompass just more than forty-two acres. Its landscgpe design dements are minimal,
emphasizing natura features and passive use of much of the park's grounds. Trailsdong the creek and leading awvay from it take
advantage of the bluffs, trees, and waterway. The landscgpe design indudes picnic and playgrounds. Thee active aress are dose to
Lamar Boulevard on the esstern rim of the park, and the passive aress are dong and west of the creek.

Buildings in Old Wes Augtin's Suburbs

Asareault of planned devdopment and desd restrictions, single-family resdences and related outbuildings comprise the
bulk of the higtoric district's building stock. Approximately 1,423 of the buildings are dwellings. Of the dwellings, 922 properties
follow an asymmetrica plan, 286 follow atypical bungdow form, 137 follow a rectangular form, fifty-threefollow amultiple-
family plan, and eighteen follow a symmetrica plan. Table 1 shows the distribution of plan types by stylistic classification.





