
=C1TY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS=

ORDINANCE NO. 720629-F

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 6 OF THE AUSTIN CITY CODE OF 1967 BY REPEALING
ALL SECTIONS THEREOF TO WIT, SECTIONS 6-1 THROUGH 6-30, INCLUSIVELY, TOGETHER
WITH LATER AMENDMENTS THERETO AND BY SUBSTITUTING A CHAPTER 6 OF THE AUSTIN
CITY CODE OF 1967/ DEFINING TERMS; PROVIDING FOR THE REGISTRATION, LICENSING
AND INSPECTION OP BICYCLES; REQUIRING THE ATTACHMENT AND USE OF CERTAIN EQUIP-
MENT; CODIFYING THE RULES OF THE ROAD PERTAINING TO THE OPERATION OF BICYCLES
WITHIN PUBLIC STREETS, WITHIN BICYCLE LANES AND ON BICYCLE PATHS; REGULATING
THE PARKING OF BICYCLES ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR THE IM-
POUNDMENT OF BICYCLES BEING OPERATED ON PUBLIC STREETS AND PATHS WITHOUT LICENSE
NUMBER PLATES; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO COLLECT CERTAIN INFORMATION
PERTAINING TO BICYCLES AT TIME OF REGISTRATION; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER
TO DESIGNATE BICYCLE DEALERS TO CONDUCT INSPECTIONS AND ISSUE LICENSES; PRO-
VIDING FOR THE MARKING OF BICYCLES TO SECURE THE SAME FROM THEFT; PROHIBITING
THE RIDING OF BICYCLES ON CERTAIN SIDEWALKS; PROVIDING FOR THE DISTRIBUTION
OF BICYCLE CODE INFORMATION; REGULATING THE ACTIVITIES OF BICYCLE RENTAL
AGENCIES; ENACTING A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. That Articles I and II of Chapter 6 of the Austin City Code of 1967 are—-—.—— -, _ . i - - ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ — _ . ,

hereby amended by deleting same in their entirety and by substituting in lieu
thereof the following provisions.

PART 2. That Article I, Chapter 6 of the Code of the City of Austin be desig-
nated "In General" and the provisions thereof shall read as follows:

Sec. 6-1. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall
have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section:

(1) BICYCLE - Any device propelled by human power upon which any person
may ride, having two or more tandem wheels, either of which is more
than fourteen inches (14") in diameter.

(2) BICYCLE LANE - An area within the roadway specifically designated
for the use of bicycles.

(3) BICYCLE PATH - An area adjacent to a roadway specifically designated
for the use of bicycles.

(4) CITY MANAGER - The term City Manager shall include the City Manager,
his designate, or any representative designated by him.

(5) PROLONGATION - The unmarked extension of a bicycle lane at an inter-
section designed for the use of both vehicular and bicycle traffic.

Sec. 6-2. Applicability of State Laws.

Except where otherwise provided in this chapter, all the provisions of the
laws of the state relating to the regulation of bicycles shall, insofar as
applicable, be the law of the city upon the same subject. In the event the
city ordinance is more restrictive than state law, the city requirement shall
be applicable.
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Sec. 6-3. Applicability of Regulations.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to do any act forbidden or
fail to perform any act required in this chapter.

(2) The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall
not authorize or knowingly permit any child or ward to violate
any of the provisions of this chapter.

(3) The regulations applicable to bicycles in this chapter shall
apply whenever a bicycle is operated upon any street or upon
any public path set aside for the use of bicycles, subject to
those exceptions specifically set out in this chapter.

Sec. 6-4. Penalty.

Every person convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter
shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars.

PART 3. That Article II, Chapter 6 of the Code of the City of Austin be
designated "Inspection and Licenses" and the provisions thereof shall read as
follows:

Sec. 6-5. License - Required.

No person shall ride or propel a bicycle on any street, or upon any
public path set aside for the use of bicycles, unless such bicycle has been
licensed and a license plate is attached thereto as provided in this article.

Sec. 6-6. Same - Application.

Application for a bicycle license and license plate shall be made upon
a form provided by the city. Each license plate issued shall be a permanent
license and shall not be used for any bicycle other than the one for which
issued.

Sec. 6-7. Same - Issuance.

Upon receipt of a proper application therefor, the City Manager is autho-
rized to issue a bicycle license. He shall not issue a license for any bicycle
if he knows or has reasonable grounds to believe that the applicant is not the
owner of or entitled to possession of such bicycle.

Sec. 6-8. Same - Inspection of bicycle; refusal to issue.

The City Manager shall cause each bicycle to be inspected before the same
is licensed and shall refuse a license for any bicycle which he determines is
in unsafe mechanical condition, or is not equipped with such signaling and
braking devices of the type required by State law or by the terms of this
Article, or lighting and reflecting equipment required by State law for the
operation of a bicycle at night.

The City Manager may authorize any bicycle dealer to inspect and to issue
a license for any bicycle sold.
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It shall be unlawful for any person to issue, sell or transfer a bicycle
license without having conducted an inspection as provided herein.

Sec. 6-9. Same - Records to be kept.

A record shall be kept of the number of each bicycle license, the date
issued, the name and address of the person to whom issued and the number on
the frame of the bicycle for which issued, together with such other informa-
tion pertaining to said bicycle as the City Manager deems necessary.

Sec. 6-10. License plate - Issuance.

When a bicycle license is issued there shall also be issued a metal
license plate bearing the license number assigned to the bicycle, and the
name of the city.

Sec. 6-11. Same - Attachment to bicycle.

The City Manager shall not transfer the license plate until it has been
securely attached and sealed on the frame of the bicycle for which issued.
Issuance of said license plate shall be complete and final upon the secure
attachment of the license plate as provided herein.

Sec. 6-12. Same - Bicycle impounded for lack of license plate.

Any bicycle found on a public street or in a public place in the city
without a license securely attached and sealed as provided in sections
6-10 and 6-11 shall be in violation of such sections and may be impounded.

Sec. 6-13. Same - Replacement of lost, stolen, etc., plates.

The owner of a licensed bicycle may obtain from the City Manager a
replacement license plate for a bicycle by filing with the City Manager an
affidavit or other evidence acceptable to the City Manager showing that such
number plate has been lost, stolen or mutilated. Such affidavit or other
showing shall state that such plate has been lost, stolen or mutilated and
will not be used on any bicycle owned or operated by the person making the
affidavit or showing. The City Manager shall not issue replacement plates
without requiring compliance with the provisions of this section.

Sac. 6-14. Serial numbers stamped on various parts of bicycle; serial number
to be recorded.

Any applicant for a bicycle license may, at his option in his application,
request the City Manager to cause the several parts of the bicycle referred to
in the application to be marked with a suitable engraving device or a die stamp
bearing serial numbers for the purpose of identification of such parts, and
such numbers when placed on the parts of such bicycle shall be recorded as
provided for other information under section 6-6. The parts of a bicycle shall
be die stamped as follows:

(a) Front and rear wheels, by the side of the valve hole.
(b) The front fork, on the right-hand side of the front fork tip.
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(c) The handlebar post , on top.
(d) The handlebars, on the right-hand side of the post.
(e) The seat, on the right-hand side of the seat frame.
(f) The seat post, on the right-hand side near the middle.
(g) The frame, on the right-hand side of the back fork tip.
(h) The hanger sprocket, on the right-hand side.
(i) The hanger, on the right-hand side near the hanger sprocket.

Sec. 6-15. Transfer of ownership.

When any person sells a bicycle subject to registration and licensing
under this article, such person shall endorse upon the bicycle license a
written transfer of the same. The purchaser of such bicycle shall file with
the City Manager a record of such transfer with his full name and address,
and he shall then be regarded as the owner thereof and amenable to the pro-
visions of this chapter. The provisions of this section relating to the
transfer of ownership shall not apply to sales of new bicycles by dealers,
but in the case of the sale of a new bicycle by a dealer the purchaser shall
within three days thereafter file with the City Manager evidence of his title
by such sale and make application for a proper license under this article.

Sec. 6-16. Reports required of bicycle dealers.

Every person engaged in the business of buying or selling new or second-
hand bicycles shall make a report to the City Manager of every bicycle purchased
or sold by such dealer, giving the name and address of the person from whom
purchased or to whom sold, a description of such bicycle by name or make, the
frame number thereof and the number of the license plate, if any, found thereon;
and when a bicycle part is bought or sold which bears a die stamp number as
provided for in section 6-14, such sale or purchase shall be reported in the
same manner as the sale or purchase of bicycles is reported, giving a descrip-
tion of such parts together with the die stamp number marked thereon.

Sec. 6-17. Requirements for rental agencies.

A rental agency shall not rent or of fer any bicycle for rent unless the
bicycle is licensed and a license plate is attached thereto as provided by
this article, and such bicycle is equipped with lighting and reflecting devices
of the type required for operation at night and with other equipment required
by law for operation upon a public street.

Sec. 6-18. Distribution of code information.

The City Manager shall cause to be distributed to those engaged in the
business of selling new or second-hand bicycles information pertaining to the
requirements of this chapter, in such quantity that the same may be provided
to every buyer, and no such dealer shall refuse to accept or distribute such
information.

PART 4. That Article III, Chapter 6 of the Code of the City of Austin be
designated "Traff ic Rules for Bicycles" and the provisions thereof shall read
as follows:
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Sec. 6-19. Applicability of traffic rules to persons riding bicycles.

Every person riding a bicycle upon a street shall be subject to the pro-
visions of chapter 21 applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except as to
special regulations in this article and except as to those provisions of the
traffic regulations which by their nature can have no application to bicycles.

Sec. 6-20. Obedience to traffic-control devices.

Any person operating a bicycle shall obey the instructions of official
traffic signals, signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles,
unless otherwise directed by a police officer. Unless specifically desig-
nated otherwise, a bicycle lane shall bear bicycle traffic in the same
direction as adjacent motor vehicles proceeding on the roadway.

Whenever authorized signs indicate that no right or left or "U" turn
is permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall disobey the direction of
such sign, except where such person dismounts from the bicycle to make such
turn, in which event such person shall then obey the regulations applicable
to pedestrians.

Sec. 6-21. Manner of riding on bicycles; carrying more than one rider.

Wo person operating a bicycle on a public street or path shall ride other
than upon or astride the permanent and regular seat attached thereto, nor carry
any other person on such bicycle other than on a firmly attached and regular
seat thereon; nor shall any person ride upon a bicycle other than upon or astride
the permanent and regular seat attached thereto, nor carry any other person on
such bicycle other than on a firmly attached and regular seat thereon; nor shall
any person ride upon a bicycle other than as above authorized.

No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number
for which it is designed and equipped.

Sec. 6-22. Riding on sidewalks.

No person shall ride a bicycle on a sidewalk within a business district.

Sec. 6-23. Emerging from alley, driveway or building.

The operator of a bicycle emerging from an alley, driveway or building
shall, upon approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across any
alleyway, yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians approaching in close
proximity on such sidewalk or sidewalk area, and upon entering the roadway
shall yield the right-of-way to all approaching vehicles whose movement
might be affected thereby.

Sec. 6-24. Parking.

No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than upon the roadway
against the curb or upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle, or
against a building, or at the curb in such manner as to afford the least ob-
struction to pedestrian and vehicular traffic. No bicycle shall be parked
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within marked stall lines denoting spaces for motor vehicles, nor between
same where vehicular stalls are separated by markings on the roadway. No
bicycle shall be attached or secured to public or private property in such
manner as to damage, impair, or render inoperable such property.

Sec. 6-25. Walking.

Any person may walk bicycles and shall then be subject to all provisions
of the law applicable to pedestrians.

Sec. 6-26. Travel location within lane.

Where no traffic control device or police officer directs otherwise,
the operator of a bicycle may proceed upon a due course within the rightmost
lane available to vehicular traffic, and where parking of vehicles is lawful
along the right curb of any such street, shall ride as close to the center
of the lane, or of the right hand portion of an unlaned street, as is practi-
cable. In no event shall a bicycle be driven between passenger vehicles
standing or traveling in a single direction within marked lanes.

Sec. 6-27. Use of bicycle lane or path.

Wherever a usable bicycle lane or path has been provided, bicycle riders
shall use such lane or path and shall not use the adjacent portion of the
roadway; but the terms of this section shall not include sidewalks adjacent
or sidewalk areas designed, dedicated or intended for the exclusive use of
pedestrians.

Sec. 6-28. Operation at night.

No person shall operate a bicycle at night upon a public street or path
without a reflecting device, nor without display of lighting equipment.

Sec. 6-29. Operations on street.

No person shall operate a bicycle on any public street where such opera-
tion is prohibited or on any public street during specific hours when such
operation is prohibited.

Sec. 6-30. Bicycle lane - leaving same.

Once within a bicycle lane, no person operating a bicycle shall leave such
lane or its prolongation except as follows:

(a) upon dismounting from a bicycle, walking the same; or

(b) to turn into a driveway or alley or onto private property where
the same is adjacent to the lane; or

(c) after yielding to all vehicular traffic approaching from either
direction in such proximity as to constitute an immediate hazard
and after giving an appropriate signal where the movement of
vehicular traffic might be affected by such turning movement,
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(i) to move across the roadway in order to enter alleys, driveways,
or private property between intersections, and

(ii) to turn right or left at intersections.

Sec. 6-31. Turning movements - bicycle lanes.

Turning movements at intersections where bicycle lanes conjoin shall be
made within the prolongations of the lanes; provided, however, that where
a protected left turn or a mandatory left turn lane is available to vehicular
traffic, the operator of a bicycle may enter and use such lane after approach-
ing in the manner provided in section 6-28.

When turning at the juncture of bicycle lanes, the operator of a bicycle
shall, prior to crossing any further lanes of vehicular traffic, yield right-
of-way to all vehicles approaching in such proximity as to constitute an
immediate hazard, and shall not, where such an intersection is controlled by
illuminated traffic-control signals, proceed from the juncture of lanes until
faced with an appropriate illuminated signal for vehicles proceeding into the
intersection in that direction of travel.

Sec. 6-32. Severability.

If any section or provision of any section of this Ordinance shall be
held to be void, ineffective, or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the holding of any section or provision of any section to be
void, ineffective or unconstitutional for any cause whatsoever shall in no way
affect the validity of the remaining sections and provisions of this Ordinance,
which shall remain in full force and effect.

PART 5. WHEREAS, the large and increasing amount of bicycle traffic in the
City of Austin necessitates the establishment of bicycle lanes, and whereas,
recent changes in the laws of the State of Texas pertaining to the movement
of traffic requires corresponding changes in the ordinances governing the move-
ment of bicycle traffic within the City of Austin, it is apparent that an
emergency exists requiring that this Ordinance become effective immediately
upon its passage; therefore, the rule requiring the reading on three separate
days is hereby suspended, upon the favorable vote of two-thirds of the elected
City Council to dispense therewith, and this Ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon its passage as provided by the Chapter of the CLLty of Austin.

PASSED AND APPROVED

June 29 , 1972

APPROVED: ATTEST
City Attorney City Clerk

22JUN72
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