
Austin Nighttime Curfew Ordinance

Austin Municipal Court 



Required judicial ethics disclaimer….

 Municipal Court does not draft ordinances or determine 
how laws should or should not be enforced by law 
enforcement officers. Court jurisdiction begins after a 
citation is filed

 Judges do not make “policy” as to how the cases are 
resolved; this is the wheelhouse of the municipal court 
prosecutors and juvenile case managers 

 The presiding judge/municipal judges and/or staff can 
provide information but are not advocating for any 
particular position 



Statistics: Fiscal Years 2013-2016 
(Nighttime Curfew)

 433 Nighttime Curfew cases filed

 119 Cases transferred to County Juvenile Court 

 157 cases diverted in Austin’s Youth Diversion program 

(50%)

 17 convictions (5%)

95%

5%

FY 13-16 OUTCOMES

Diverted Convictions



Case Statistics: Fiscal Years 2013-2016 
(Nighttime Curfew)

Case Status Number of Cases Percentage of Cases

Dismissed 78 24.85%

Pending (no plea entered) 58 18.47%

Guilty Conviction *17 5.41%



Juvenile Curfew Court Process

•Forwarded to Municipal 
Court

•Referred to Prosecutor 
to determine Diversion 
program eligibility

Citation Issued

•Family 
contacted/provided 
options to resolve case

•Scheduled for 
orientation and 
assessment

•Assessment appointment 
includes needs 
assessment and resource 
referrals

Diversion 
Program 
Eligible

•Attend curfew class

•Positive school 
attendance

•May include community 
service

•No fines/fees/program 
costs

•If successful, case is not 
filed with the Court

Program 
Requirements



Juvenile Curfew Court Process

•Child on probation with 
Juvenile Court: Case 
transferred to the County

• Approximately 20-30 
cases annually deemed 
ineligible by prosecutor

Not eligible for 
Diversion 
Program

•Not eligible for Diversion

•Family wants to contest 
matter and proceed to 
trial

•Unable to contact 
family/family 
unresponsive

• Child does not complete 
requirements

Case filed with 
Austin 

Municipal Court

•Scheduled for a juvenile 
docket before a judge

•Juvenile Case Managers 
attend Court to provide 
resource referrals  

Court Process



Juvenile Curfew Court Process

• Prosecutor may 
recommend dismissal. 
Examples include 
insufficient evidence or 
as part of a plea 
bargaining agreement.

Case 
Dismissed

•May be ordered to attend 
curfew class

•May be ordered to pay a  
deferral fee of $75.00 
(with the option of 
community service in lieu 
of fee)

Deferred 
Disposition

•Juvenile may plea guilty.

•Fine plus court costs or 
community service may 
be imposed

Guilty


