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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0622 
4103 RIDGELEA DRIVE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1948 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, roughly rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with paired and triple 1:1 
fenestration; flat-roofed enclosed carport on the front of the house that was converted to 
interior space.  From the back of the house, it appears that the original fenestration in the 
house was multi-lite metal-framed windows.  The windows have been replaced on the front 
and sides of the house. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1948 by Plancon, Inc.  The first owners and occupants were Charles 
C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, who lived here for the rest of their lives.  Charles C. Laughlin 
was a supervisor at Superior Dairies; Dorothy H. Laughlin was a Special Education teacher 
for the Austin Independent School District.  After Charles Laughlin passed away in 1975, 
Dorothy continued to live here until her death in 2008. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). 
The house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame post World War II house with no 
architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by Charles and 
Dorothy Laughlin from the date of its construction through the 2000s.  
Charles Laughlin was a supervisor at a local dairy; Dorothy Laughlin was a 
teacher for the Austin public schools.  There do not appear to be significant 
historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house lacks the architectural and historical 
significance necessary for individual designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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4103 Ridgelea Road 
ca. 1948 
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Rear of house 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

4103 Ridgelea Road 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2017 
 
1992  Dorothy H. Laughlin, owner 
  Teacher, Austin public schools 
 
1985-86 Dorothy H. Laughlin, owner 
  Teacher, Austin public schools 
 
1981  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Charles: Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
  Dorothy: Teacher 
 
1977  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Charles: Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
  Dorothy: Employed by the public schools 
 
1973  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1968  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 

Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1965  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
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1960  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Charles: Department manager, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 

Dorothy: Teacher, Austin Athletic Club, 1213 Shoal Creek Boulevard. 
 
1957  Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners 
  Department manager, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1954  Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners 

Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1952  Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners 

Employed by Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1949  Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners 

Office department, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 
 
1947  No houses are listed on Ridgelea Road. 

NOTE:  Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin are listed at 514 E. 38TH Street; he was 
a clerk at Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1st Street. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin (ca. 1948 – ca. 2008) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles Laughlin as the 12-year old son of Scott and Maggie 
Laughlin, who rented their home in Taylor, Texas.  Charles had been born in Texas and was the 
4th of Scott and Maggie Laughlin’s 6 children.  Scott Laughlin, 40, had been born in Texas, and 
was a mule dealer.  Maggie Laughlin, 34, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.  
None of the children had an occupation listed in the census report. 
 
His 1975 death certificate shows that Charles Carrol Laughlin was born in Bartlett, Texas in 
1917, and was a supervisor at Superior Dairies.  He was living in this house at the time of his 
death. 
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Obituary of Charles C. Laughlin 

Austin American-Statesman, August 28, 1975 
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Obituary of Dorothy Laughlin 

Austin American-Statesman, July 20, 2008 
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Building permit to Ned Cole and Plancon, Inc. for the construction of this house (1948) 

 
 

 
Water service permit for this address (1948) 
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Sewer connection application for this address (1948) 

 

 
Building permit to Charles Laughlin to erect a carport (1951) 



 D.10 - 11 

 
Building permit to Charles Laughlin to convert the carport into a bedroom (1956) 

 


