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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
NOVEMBER 27, 2017
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2017-0622
4103 RIDGELEA DRIVE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1948 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, roughly rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with paired and triple 1:1
fenestration; flat-roofed enclosed carport on the front of the house that was converted to
interior space. From the back of the house, it appears that the original fenestration in the
house was multi-lite metal-framed windows. The windows have been replaced on the front
and sides of the house.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1948 by Plancon, Inc. The first owners and occupants were Charles
C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, who lived here for the rest of their lives. Charles C. Laughlin
was a supervisor at Superior Dairies; Dorothy H. Laughlin was a Special Education teacher
for the Austin Independent School District. After Charles Laughlin passed away in 1975,
Dorothy continued to live here until her death in 2008.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of the Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984).

The house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is a frame post World War II house with no
architectural distinction.

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by Charles and
Dorothy Laughlin from the date of its construction through the 2000s.
Charles Laughlin was a supervisor at a local dairy; Dorothy Laughlin was a
teacher for the Austin public schools. There do not appear to be significant
historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for
archiving at the Austin History Center. The house lacks the architectural and historical
significance necessary for individual designation as a historic landmark.
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4103 Ridgelea Road
ca. 1948
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ear of house

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
4103 Ridgelea Road

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
November, 2017

1992 Dorothy H. Laughlin, owner
Teacher, Austin public schools

1985-86 Dorothy H. Laughlin, owner
Teacher, Austin public schools

1981 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners
Charles: Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1* Street.
Dorothy: Teacher

1977 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners
Charles: Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1> Street.
Dorothy: Employed by the public schools

1973 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners

Order officer, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1* Street.

1968 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners
Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.

1965 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners
Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.
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1960 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners
Charles: Department manager, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1* Street.
Dorothy: Teacher, Austin Athletic Club, 1213 Shoal Creek Boulevard.
1957 Charles C. and Dorothy H. Laughlin, owners

Department manager, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1* Street.

1954 Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners
Supervisor, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.

1952 Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners
Employed by Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.

1949 Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin, owners
Office department, Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.

1947 No houses are listed on Ridgelea Road.
NOTE: Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin are listed at 514 E. 38™ Street; he was
a clerk at Superior Dairies, 600 E. 1% Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Charles C. and Dorothy Laughlin (ca. 1948 — ca. 2008)

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles Laughlin as the 12-year old son of Scott and Maggie
Laughlin, who rented their home in Taylor, Texas. Charles had been born in Texas and was the
4™ of Scott and Maggie Laughlin’s 6 children. Scott Laughlin, 40, had been born in Texas, and
was a mule dealer. Maggie Laughlin, 34, had been born in Texas and had no occupation listed.
None of the children had an occupation listed in the census report.

His 1975 death certificate shows that Charles Carrol Laughlin was born in Bartlett, Texas in
1917, and was a supervisor at Superior Dairies. He was living in this house at the time of his
death.



LAUGHLIN, Charles C., 57,
4103  Ridgelea Drive, died
Wednesday. Senvices 3:30 pm.
Thursday at  Weed-Corley
Funeral Home. Survivors:
wife, Mrs. Dorothy Holmes
Laughlin of Austin; daughters,
Candace Laughlin and Mrs.
Carrol Laughlin Keller, both of
Austin;  father, Scott L.
Laughlin of Tavlor, brothers.
Homer Harrell lLaughhn of

Tempie, Dean Leroyv Laughhin

“of San  Antomio,  Benny

Burcham Laughhn of Tayvlor.

Obituary of Charles C. Laughlin
Austin American-Statesman, August 28, 1975
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Dorothy H. Laughlin

Dotothy Flolines I,r'lug]'l]ill. 93,
passed away peacefully on July I8,
2008, i Austin, Texas. Born Oc-

tober 18, 1914, she was the fifth of

thirteen children to parents Glover
Cleveland Holmes and Mary Lou
Holmes. Dorothy fived all over
Texas, but resided o Austin,
Texas She married "Red” Laugh-
lin m 1940 and they were together
34 vears. She graduated from the
University of Texas in Austun
with a B.S. in Education and was a
passionate  Speaal  Education
teacher for over 20 years with
- AISD.
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]}Urndw Was a ]U"ﬂnh wife,
mother, and grandmother  who
lived for her ‘rm‘mh She was pre-
ceded m death by her husband and
daughter Carrol Morine. Dorothy
is sunvived by her daughter Can-
dace and husband Gil Elsass of
Austin; sisters, Norma Tischoff of
San Antonio, Mildred Grmes of
Richardson: her brother, Ganvin
Holmes ot Elgin,  Hhinois;
son-in-law,  Gary Morine, prand-
daughters, kam Morine of Austin,
Tiffany Elsass Brandey and hus-
band John of Port Lavaca, Knsten
Elsass Evans and husband Mark
of Austin: grandson, Martthew El-
sass of San Marcos; and  three
great- g;.randuhﬂdren Jesseca,
Joshua and Charlie

Visitation will be held from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Monday, July
21, 2008, at Weed-Corley-Fish Fu-
neral Home, Graveside service will
be held at 1:00 pm on Tuesday,
July 22, 2008, at Austin Memonal
Park, with Reverend John Brant-
lev otficiating,

Donations can be made to Od-
yssev Health Care, 4201 W,
Parmer Lane, Suite 100, Bldg C,
Austn, TX 78727, (512) 310-0214.

Obituary and guestbook onhne
at wehishooom

Obituary of Dorothy Laughlin
Austin American-Statesman, July 20, 2008
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Ned Cole - 4103 Ridgelea Drive

160 66 - - -
‘Ridgelesn

Frems residence wlth car port attached.

38903 8-30-48 $7000.00

Plan Con

Building permit to Ned Cole and Plancon, Inc. for the construction of this house (1948)
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Sewer connection application for this address (1948)

Chas, Laughlin - - 4105 Ridgelea Drive
1386 66 & North part of 93 - - ~-
Rldgelea
Erect ¢ arport.
48578 6-29~51 $6000,00

H. E. Stanley

Building permit to Charles Laughlin to erect a carport (1951)



D.10-11

-

-.Ches.C.Lamghlin .. . - 4103 R1dgelea Dy
18 es
Ridgeles
Erelose prosent 0.F.to make Bedroom
84695 TO-BeE 1000400
Omer, S -

Building permit to Charles Laughlin to convert the carpdrt into a bedroom (1956)



