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S T A T E : 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

D r i s k i l l H o t e l 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

^ ^ . ^ : . y 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

117 East 7 th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

Texas 
C O D E 

\̂ô • 

C O U N T Y : 

Trav i s 
C O D E 

TO" 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

U 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

E P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ 1 In P rocess 

JC] B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

I I Occup ied 

pt] U noccup ied 

• P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

S R e s t r i c t e d 

[ I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 1 Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

i I Government 

I ndus t r i a l 

[ ) M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

i I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

^ ] Comments 

not i n 
use 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

UJ 

UJ 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Brown S e c u r i t i e s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Brown B u i l d i n g 

A u s t i n 
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION" 

Texas 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Trav i s County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 42 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • Fede ra l • State • County • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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Z 
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[ 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
S E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I I Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved S Or ig i r .a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Joseph N. Preston and Son o f Avistin designed the D r i s k i l l 
H o t el i n 1885. Preston u t i l i z e d pressed b r i c k dressed w i t h 
w h i t e limestone t o b u i l d the f o u r s t o r y Romanesque Revival 
h o t e l . The plinth., course, imposts, c a p i t o l s , keys, carbels, 
dragoons, and ta b l e s also are b u i l t o f limestone. The capping 
elements a t the top o f each o f the s t r e e t facades are busts o f 
limestone o f D r i s k i l l and h i s two sons which were carved by 
unknown I t a l i a n a r t i s a n s . The bust o f A.W. (Tabe) D r i s k i l l 
caps o f f the west facade and the bust o f J.W. D r i s k i l l caps the 
p o r t i c o on Brazos S t r e e t w h i l e the bust o f Colonel D r i s k i l l i s 
the capping element f o r the main p o r t i c o on East 6th S t r e e t . 
Ornate gargoyles also decorate the three s t r e e t facades. 

The main entrance features an arch covered c o r r i d o r t h i r t y -
f i v e f e e t wide which i n t e r s e c t s a t the rotunda w i t h two t h i r t y -
one f o o t wide c o r r i d o r s . The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r w a l l s were 
p l a s t e r w i t h walnut f i x t u r e s i n the bar and b i l l i a r d rooms 
which were located behind the o f f i c e on the f i r s t f l o o r . Gentld 
men's and l a d i e s p a r l o r s , 60'x30' were also located on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . 

Second f l o o r features included f o u r main chambers used 
p r i m a r i l y as meeting and d i n i n g rooms. Two o f these rooms had 
balconies which overlooked the S.W. and S.E. p o r t i c o s o f the 
c i t y . The t i l e i n the f i r e p l a c e s as w e l l as most o f the 
p l a t e g l a s s and hardware i n the h o t e l were bought by D r i s k i l l 
and Preston on a t r i p t o the East. Other i n t e r i o r m a t e r i a l s 
and features included hydrailic e l e v a t o r s , twenty f o o t h i g h 
sheet i r o n corrugated c e i l i n g s d i v i d e d by f i n e l y carved pine 
beams which spanned the f i r s t f l o o r c o r r i d o r s . The t h i r d and 
f o u r t h f l o o r s were mainly h o t e l rooms and s u i t e s . 

A twelve s t o r y annex b u i l t i n 1930 and renovations done i n 
1947 and 1952 almost compeletely a l t e r e d the i n t e r i o r o f the 
h o t e l . The 1947 renovation included lowering the c e i l i n g s , 
i i t s t a l l i n g another e l e v a t o r , i n s t a l l i n g a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g , and 
r a z i n g the N a l l e Annex and b u i l d i n g a f i v e s t o r y a d d i t i o n w i t h 
a penthouse. The twelve s t o r y 1930 a d d i t i o n remains on the 
no r t h side o f the o l d D r i s k i l l and serves as the f r o n t entrance^ 



[6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ I P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 LU 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18fh Century 

^ 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 1886 
AREAS OF SI GNI FI C AN C E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

^ H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

[ I Eng inee r ing 

I 1 I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

[ 1 L a n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

j I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

(31 Socio l /Humon-

i t o r i a n 

• Thea te r 

1 I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

Z 

o 

u 
r> 

z 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Jesse L i n c o l n D r i s k i l l (1824-1890), born i n Sparta, Tenn­
essee, intended t h a t h i s h o t e l become the f i n e s t i n the South. 
When D r i s k i l l came t o Texas i n 1849 he entered the merchan­
d i s i n g business i n Bastrop, San Antonio, San Marcos, and Bryan 
By 1857 he switched over t o the c a t t l e business where he 
became a prosperous rancher. During the C i v i l War he supplied 
beef f o r the Confederate Army and was one o f the f i r s t rancherjs 
t o enter the c a t t l e d r i v e s t o the mid-western markets a f t e r 
the C i v i l War. The prosperous c a t t l e baron moved t o Au s t i n 
i n 1871 where he proposed h i s h o t e l scheme t o the c i t y f a t h e r s 
i n 1884 and o f f e r e d $7500 f o r the l o t s and b u i l d i n g on Bois 
d'Arc, now 7th S t r e e t . 

By 1885 c o n s t r u c t i o n began on the b r i c k and limestone 
b u i l d i n g which e v e n t u a l l y cost D r i s k i l l $400,000. Five days 
before Christmas i n 1886 the famous D r i s k i l l opened to the 
p u b l i c . A s p e c i a l supplement t o the D a i l y Statesman i n 
Aus t i n on December 17, 1886 bestowed accolades on D r i s k i l l ' s 
acheivement and for c a s t e d r a p i d progress o f Au s t i n because as 
the paper exclaimed "What a Bonanza A u s t i n possesses i n i t s 
new caravansary." The ad touted A u s t i n as a vacation center 
i n hopes t h a t the h o t e l would, o f course, be o n i o f the main 
r e c i p i e n t s o f the increased tourism. 

To most A u s t i n i t e s and many Texans the D r i s k i l l was an 
i n s t i t u t i o n . And f o r t r a v e l e r s o f the l a t e nineteenth cen­
t u r y the D r i s k i l l o f f e r e d l u x u r y accomodations a t $2.50 to 
$5.00 per n i g h t f o r rooms and a f u l l couse meal f o r t h i r t y -
f i v e cents. A u s t i n i t e s mingled w i t h s t a t e d i g n i t a r i e s i n 
the l u x u r i o u s b a l l rooms when governors had t h e i r inaugurals. 
The f i r s t formal a f f a i r h e l d a t the D r i s k i l l was Governor Sul 
Ross' i n a u g u r a l b a l l o f 1887. A f t e r t h a t s t a t e a f f a i r the 
p r o p r i e t o r s o f the D r i s k i l l expected and received the honor 
of hostdng many s t a t e f u n c t i o n s . For over t h i r t y years the 
D r i s k i l l a lso was the s e t t i n g f o r the annual homecoming b a l l 
o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas. These homecoming b a l l s as w e l l 
as the Spring " f i n a l b a l l s " f o r the U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas were 
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l a v i s h events. Special p o r t e r s kept f r e s h flowers cool through­

out s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s w h i l e students and t h e i r guests warmed up 
on f i f t y t o s i x t y gallons o f whiskey. Such s t a t e and u n i v e r s i t y 
s o c i a l events took place i n the ballrooms o f the D r i s k i l l . The 
C r y s t a l Ballroom w i t h i t s f i n e c r y s t a l chandeliers and the 
Maxmillian Room w i t h i t s e i g h t gold l e a f framed m i r r o r s which 
once belonged t o C a r l o t t a and Maxmillian o f Mexico were the 
most famous rooms. 

Many gt a t e l e g i s l a t o r s annually headquartered a t the D r i s k i 4 l 
up t o i t s c l o s i n t f i n September o f 1969. President and Mrs. 
Johnson frequented the Jim Hogg Suite on t h e i r stays i n Austin 
and used the D r i s k i l l as t h e i r e l e c t i o n n i g h t center i n 1964. 
C e r t a i n l y d u r i n g i t s e i g h t y - t h r e e year existence (1886-1969) 
the D r i s k i l l Hotel became an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f the c u l t u r a l and 
p o l i t i c a l f a b r i c o f the s t a t e . The D r i s k i l l was "an i n s t i t u t i o n 
dedicated t o the ser v i c e o f Au s t i n and Texas" as i t s semi­
ce n t e n n i a l ad proclaimed i n 1936. 

I n 1966 on the D r i s k i l l ' s 75th anniversary the Heritage 
Society o f Au s t i n chose i t as one o f the twelve most s i g n i f ­
i c a n t landmarks o f A u s t i n . That same year the Texas State 
H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee designated the D r i s k i l l Hotel as 
an h i s t o r i c landmark o f Texas. Today the D r i s k i l l i s endangered 
by i t s present owners who plan t o raze i t completely so t h a t 
they can b u i l d a new h o t e l . 
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station. Austin. Texas 78711 
Trmtt Latimtt 
Ci*t¥tlr» Dirtdor 

' f--

1 

i ' ".. 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
001 19th StroGt, N. W. 
Wnnliington, I). C. 2000G 

1 

January 4, 1972 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t t h a t t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l notify us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to treat the 
submissions similarly. 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 

State Liaison Officer 

TL/MWe/pbs 

B y j 

r. Wayne B e l l , AIA 
Project Director 



NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS^048 

D r i s k i l l Hotel, Travis County - 453 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given.ast 

Latitude 97° 44' 28" Longitude 30 16" 04" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly reads 

Latitude 30° 16' 04" Longitude 97" 44' 28" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 
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Aus t i n east, Texas 
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H30-HR November 19, 1968 

Mr. Richard D, Tewplin 
School of Architecture 
The University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Dear Mr. Tcnplin: 

Thank you for your recent l e t t e r concerning the D r i s k i l l Hptftl. 
Enclosed you w i l l f i n d a sheet o u t l i n i n g the means by whieK"" 
propcrti'?8 may be added to the National Register. The t h i r d 
one, nomination by a state, i s the proper means to use f o r the 
D r i s k i l l Hotel. V/,r suggest that j«>u make your wishes known, 
nnd perhaps o f f e r your services, to the State Liaison Officer 
f o r T xas. He i s Mr. Truett Latim-ir, Executive Director, Texas 
State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee, 108 West ISth Street, 
Austin, T'̂ xas 78701. 

We wish you well i n your e f f o r t s to preserve t h i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
b u i l d i n g . 

Sincerely yours, 

Russell V. Keune 

Russell V. Keun<-
Assistant Keep:r of the 

National Register 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. Truatt Latimer 

Regional Director, Southwest 
HR 

JLRogers:jah 
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Properties added t o t l ie National Register of H i s to r i c Places 

TEXAS 

JVeeiiian Planta t ion (Mai-ion Covmty) 
French Legation (Travis County) 

^ J J l i f i t i l l Hotel (Travis County) 
Ursuline Academy (Bexar Coimty) 



Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

September 20, 1974 

Ms. Beth Grosvenor 
Branch of Publications 
National Register of 
His t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th & C Streets, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Grosvenor: 

Since the D r i s k i l l Hotel was accepted to the National 
Register i n 1969, the D r i s k i l l Hotel Corporation has 
bought the h o t e l . A renovation of the buil d i n g was 
done and presently B r a n i f f Inte r n a t i o n a l has the 
managing contract. The f i r s t two f l o o r s of the o r i g i n a l 
structure are used f o r shops, restaurants, meeting f a c i l ­
i t i e s and o f f i c e s , while the upper two floo r s contain 
hotel rooms. The 1930 high r i s e addition has also been 
modernized fo r room accomodations. 

The D r i s k i l l Hotel i s a four-story Richardsonian Romanesque 
hotel u t i l i z i n g pressed b r i c k dressed w i t h rusticated white 
limestone. The o r i g i n a l portion of the D r i s k i l l i s a square 
shape with each of the four comers cut to provide diagonal 
entrances. I n 1930 a high r i s e addition was joined to the 
north facade of the 1885 portion. A series of varying sized 
gables along the r o o f l i n e define the organization of the 
exterior i n t o bays and p a v i l l i o n s . On each facade there i s 
a large central gable displaying the hotel's name "The 
D r i s k i l l " at the base. Two small crested gables flank the 
central one, while at each comer gables containing small 
round windows are at a 45^ angle to fur t h e r embellish the 
diagonally cut portions. Pitched roofs behind these gables 
meet the truncated hipped roof at r i g h t angles. 
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Another Richardsonian feature i s the graduation i n size 
of the arched windows from the large arches of the base 
which foirm an arcade to the series of small round arched 
windows of the top f l o o r . 

I f you need information f o r other properties we w i l l be 
glad to provide you w i t h additional material. 

Sincerely, 

Marie D. Landon 
Historian 

MDL/pbs 


