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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

NRD-2017- 0078 

1607 MOHLE DRIVE 

OLD WEST AUSTIN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a single-family residence built ca. 1939 and construct a new one-story residence. 

A rear dwelling unit built in 1953 is proposed to remain. The property is a non-contributing 

property in the Old West Austin National Register Historic District. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

The building proposed for demolition is a one-story wood-frame residence clad in stucco and 

capped with a hipped roof, with a corner porch. The rear unit proposed to remain is a one-

story building with an attached garage, totaling 804 square feet; only the garage is visible 

from the public right-of-way. 

 

The proposed house is a one-story irregular-plan building with a flat roof and footprint of 

2,686 square feet. It is designed in a modern style and clad in vertical wood siding, with a 

stucco band above. The primary façade features a curved wall clad in vertical wood siding, 

floor-to-ceiling fixed wood-sash windows, a fully glazed wood door, and a wood door. A 

covered patio is located at the right side of the façade; the left side of the façade is shielded 

by a 6’ masonry wall enclosing a patio. Secondary elevations include vertical wood siding, 

sliding glass doors, and awning wood-sash windows. 

 

RESEARCH 

The primary house was constructed around 1939 by Mrs. M.A. Mohle. Its first occupant was 

Richardine P. Quinn, a widowed secretary, in 1944. Mrs. Quinn lived in the primary house 

until at least 1986. The front porch was enclosed in 1962.  

 

The rear unit, identified as “Unit B” on a 1954 water tap permit and 1607½ Mohle Drive in 

city directories, was constructed in 1953 by Mrs. Quinn. It was rented to various students 

and government employees from its construction onward. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

1607 Mohle Drive is listed as a non-contributing property in the Old West Austin Historic 

District. It does not appear to meet the criteria for designation as an individual historic 

landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) Both buildings are more than 50 years old, having been constructed ca. 1939 and 

1953. 

2) The primary house retains a moderate degree of integrity. It retains a high degree of 

integrity of location, setting, craftsmanship, association, and feeling. It retains a 

moderate degree of integrity of materials and design. The rear dwelling unit is not 

visible from the street and was not evaluated. 

3) Historic landmarks must meet two or more designation criteria listed in the City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). 1607 Mohle Drive does not 

appear to demonstrate significance according to any of the criteria. 
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a. Architecture. The ca. 1939 wood-frame house is designed in the vernacular 

style with Colonial Revival elements. 

b. Historical association. Richardine P. Quinn lived in the house for at least 

forty years. However, there do not appear to be significant historical 

associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

The proposed new construction was evaluated according to the following applicable 

OWANA design guidelines: 

1.1 Promote diversity of architectural styles. The house is designed in a modern 

style. 

1.2 Maintain consistent mass and scale. The one-story house is appropriately scaled 

for its context on Mohle Drive and does not overwhelm its surroundings. The block 

does not have consistent massing. 

1.3.1 Maintain street setback lines. The house maintains the approximate setback of 

the existing older house on the property. 

1.3.2 Promote “back-buildings.” The existing rear dwelling unit will be retained. 

1.3.3 Promote side/rear parking in lieu of front. Parking will be located at the 

northeast (front) corner of the property. The proposed project does not meet this 

guideline. 

2.1 Promote and maintain street trees. Trees were not reviewed as part of this 

report. 

2.2 Minimize driveway widths and curb cuts. The curb cut is 17’, per City of Austin 

requirements. 

2.3.1 Promote openness to the street: windows. A floor-to-ceiling sidelight is located 

next to the front door. The left side of the façade is entirely glazed, but it is shielded 

by a 6’ masonry wall. The proposed project partially meets this guideline. 

2.3.2 Promote openness to the street: porches. A covered patio is located at the right 

side of the primary façade. 

2.3.3 Promote openness to the street: transparent fences. There is no fence at the 

property line. A 6’ masonry wall shields a private patio on the left side of the façade. 

The proposed project partially meets this guideline. 

2.4 Promote localized porch and walkway lighting. Lighting was not reviewed as 

part of this report. 

 

The proposed new construction meets most of the applicable design guidelines. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the demolition and building permits upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation 

Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a 

narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
 
Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 

By Historic Preservation Office staff 

November 2017 

 

1939 Address not listed 

 

1941 Vacant 

 

1944 Richardine Quinn, widow of Paul Quinn; owner 

 No occupation listed 

 

1949 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Educational director, Nixon-Clay Commercial College 

 

1955 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Assistant to director, State Railroad Commission 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: Edward C. and Elizabeth J. Mosely, student; renters 

 

1959 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 
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 Assistant to director, State Railroad Commission 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: Mrs. Pattie Grace, no occupation listed 

 

1962 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Assistant to director, Railroad Commission of Texas 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: Bess Oliver, no occupation listed 

 

1968 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Office secretary, Charles Trost and Associates 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: Alan L. Gamel, student 

 

1977 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Retired 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: George F. Keyes, data processor, State Welfare Department 

 

1985-86 Mrs. Richardine Quinn, owner 

 Retired 

 1607½ Mohle Drive: George F. Keyes, state employee 

 

 

Biographical Notes 

Clara Richardine Pattee Quinn was born in Bowie, Texas, in 1900. She married Amos Paul 

Quinn, and they lived in Beaumont. After Paul died in 1938, Richardine moved to Austin 

with her teenage son and daughter. Previously a housewife, she began working various 

secretarial jobs, including as the assistant to the director of the Texas State Railroad 

Commission. She served as an early member and president of the Tower Lights chapter of 

the National Secretaries Association in Austin, which sought “to elevate the standards of 

the profession, provide educational benefits, and sponsor civic and social activities” (“Local 

Secretaries Plan a Busy Week,” The Austin Statesman, 5/26/1953). Richardine retired ca. 

1970 and died in 1992. 
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Richardine Quinn is pictured in the bottom right photograph at the right. 
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Building Permits 

 
Sewer connection permit (partial view), 9/28/1938. 
  

 
Building permit for rear dwelling unit, 12/8/1953. 
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Water service permit for rear dwelling unit, 7/19/1954. 
 

 
Building permit to enclose front porch, 7/2/1962. 
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Inspection form to enclose front porch, 6/29/1962. 
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 

 
The 1962 Sanborn map shows a one-story wood-frame house and a rear wood-frame accessory 
dwelling unit with an attached garage. 


