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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0602 

1102 BLUEBONNET LANE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1953 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, irregular-plan, sloped flat-roofed stuccoed frame and stone house with fixed-sash 

and casement steel-sash windows.  The house was designed by local builder A.D. Stenger, 

who is known for his mid-century modern houses in Austin.  The house has also undergone 

several renovations and additions, including one in 2004 that apparently took the house 

down to the studs, resulting in the current appearance. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was built by local designer and builder A.D. Stenger in 1953 for William and 

Sylvia Lester, who lived here at least through the 1990s.  William Lester was a native of 

Graham, Texas, who moved to Dallas at a young age and studied at the Dallas Art 

Institute.  He became one of the “Dallas Nine,” a group of young artists in Dallas who 

focused on developing a Texas regionalist style of painting.  After gaining renown 

throughout the country with exhibitions at no less than the New York World’s Fair in 1939, 

Lester moved to Austin in 1942 to begin teaching art at the University of Texas.  He served 

as chair of the Art Department in the early 1950s, and was made full professor in 1956.  

Throughout his tenure at the University of Texas, he continued to paint and exhibit his art, 

at prestigious museums and galleries throughout the country.  In the later part of his 

career, he limited his art showings to Texas, and he retired from the University of Texas in 

1972. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any city survey to date. 

 

1102 Bluebonnet Lane does not appear to meet the criteria for designation as a historic 

landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old, having been constructed ca. 1953. 

2) The building does not retain historic integrity. It retains a high degree of integrity of 

location and setting and a moderate degree of integrity of design. However, multiple 

renovations and additions have caused the house to lose its integrity of materials 

and craftsmanship, as well as the associated integrity of association and feeling. 

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation 

(City of Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property appears to 

demonstrate significance according to two of the criteria. 

a. Architecture. The house retains its form as an example of mid-century 

modern design executed by local builder A.D. Stenger. However, the exterior 

materials and window configurations on the house have changed 

dramatically since the time of construction, resulting in a loss of integrity for 

the house. 
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b. Historical association. The house was the home of William Lester, a 

nationally renowned artist and art professor at the University of Texas, who 

lived here from the time the house was built until his death in 1991. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 

City of Austin Documentation Package consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 

dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 

Center. While the house appears to retain its form as a mid-century modern building 

designed by A.D. Stenger, it has suffered a significant loss of integrity with new exterior 

wall materials and windows that compromise its original appearance. The changes to the 

house after William and Sylvia Lester’s occupancy have resulted in a house that does not 

reflect their tenure there. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1102 Bluebonnet Lane 
ca. 1953 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1102 Bluebonnet Lane 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November 2017 
 
1985-86 William L .and Sylvia B. Lester, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  William L. and Sylvia B. Lester, owners 
  Retired 
 
1968  William L .and Sylvia B. Lester, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1962  William L. and Sylvia B. Lester, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1959  William L. and Sylvia B. Lester, owners 
  Professor, University of Texas 
 
1955  William L and Sylvia Lester, owners 
  William: Associate professor, University of Texas 
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  Sylvia:  Office secretary, Social Welfare Association 
 
1954  William L. Lester, owner 

Associate professor, University of Texas 
NOTE:  Sylvia Lester is not listed in the directory. 

 
1953  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  William L. and Sylvia Lester are listed at 1339 Bonham Terrace; he was 
an associate professor at the University of Texas. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
William L. and Sylvia Lester (ca. 1953 – ca. 1991) 
William L. Lester was born in Graham, Texas in 1910. He moved to Dallas with his family in 
1924.  After high school, he studied at the Dallas Art Institute and associated with other young 
artists, who became known as the Dallas Nine, a group that developed a Texas Regionalist 
style.  He was one of the founders of the Lone Star Printmakers, who created lithographic prints. 
 
In the 1930s, he worked as a staff artist with the Civilian Conservation Corps in Palo Duro 
Canyon and at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  Before moving to Austin in 1942, he taught at the school of 
the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts.  His painting style progressed from the Texas Regionalism of 
the Dallas Nine in the 1930s, particularly landscapes and portrayals of everyday life in the 
southwest, to being influenced by the bright colors of contemporary Mexican artists in the 
1950s, to abstract works in the 1960s. 
 
William Lester began working for the University of Texas in 1942, serving as chair of the Art 
Department from 1952 to 1954, and as full professor of art in 1956, before retiring in 1972.  He 
first gained national attention as one of the exhibitors at the Texas Centennial Exposition in 
Dallas in 1936.  In that same year, his work was shown at the First National Exhibition of 
American Art at the Rockefeller Center in New York City.  His paintings were also shown at 
other expositions and museums around the country, including the New York World’s Fair 
Exhibition (1939).  He had showings at the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts, the Brooklyn 
Museum, the Fine Arts Society of San Diego, and the Denver Art Museum in the 1940s, and at 
the Exhibition of Contemporary American Painting in San Francisco and the Colorado Springs 
Fine Arts Center in the 1950s.  His work is represented in the permanent collections of many 
leading art museums and other collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York City, the Whitney Museum in New York City, the Dallas Museum of Art, and Witte Museum 
in San Antonio, and the Huntington Art Museum at the University of Texas at Austin. 
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News article on William Lester’s art in the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts 

Austin American, May 20, 1945 
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Article publicizing William Lester’s solo show at the Passedoit Gallery in New York 

Austin American, March 29, 1953 
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Article on William Lester’s exhibition at the Texas Federation of Women’s Clubs art gallery 

Austin American, October 6, 1957 
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Article detailing William Lester’s gallery exhibition at Headliner’s 

Austin American, November 19, 1961 
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Story on William Lester’s art opening at Laguna Gloria 

Austin Statesman, January 25, 1970 
 

 
 
William Lester died in Austin in 1991. 

 
Building permit to William Lester for the construction of this house (1952).  A.D. Stenger is listed 

as the builder. 
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Water service permit to A.D. Stenger for this address (1953) 

 

 
Sewer service permit referencing A.D. Stenger as the builder of this house (1953) 

 
City permit records show the addition of a living room, pantry, utility room, covered patio, and 
remodeling project in 2004, a total interior gut and remodeling in 2011, and the addition of a 
deck in 2011. 

 


