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Overview

• Adopted by City Council via 
Resolution 20150604-048

• Recommendation #3: 
“Determine the feasibility of a 
carbon impact statement that 
could be used to inform policy 
makers of the greenhouse gas 
emissions impacts of major City 
decisions.”
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Overview
Audiences

• Mayor/Council and Council staff
• Boards and Commissions
• Development community
• Public

Outcomes
• Better inform applicants, the community, and City Council about 

the carbon impact of agenda items, specifically redevelopment 
proposals

• Council may consider relative carbon impacts when deliberating 
their decisions, have the option to continue to work with applicants 
on projects 

• Over time, drive positive changes in project 
proposals toward lower carbon options
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Pilot: Carbon Impacts of Development
• WHERE development happens 

• Location drives automobile dependency

• HOW the development is designed 
• Long term impacts on energy, water use

• WHAT is included in the development 
• A mix of uses enables access to goods/services

Overview
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Overview
6-12 month pilot

• Work with willing developers on planned unit 
developments (PUDs)

• PUDs provide opportunity to include community benefits, 
demonstrate “superiority”

• Timing of what’s known at time of application

• Process
• PUD applicants will fill out the form with available 

information, Office of Sustainability staff will work with the 
zoning case manager to verify the information as 
documented

• Form will be included in backup materials as additional 
information for Boards and Commissions, 
City Council to consider
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Updated Carbon Impact Statement

• Narrowed the scope 
from 14 questions to 
12 questions

• Aligned questions 
with existing AE 
Green Building 
questions and newly 
developed ATD 
programs
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Pilot projects: Holdsworth Center
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Pilot projects: Holdsworth Center

Score: 7
• Positive actions include 

vanpooling for retreat 
visitors, at least one DC 
fast charging EV charging 
station, all meals provided 
onsite, reusing existing 
buildings, reclaimed 
water strategies

• Missed points for being 
near bus/transit routes, 
limited bike connectivity, 
located outside of 
Imagine Austin center or 
corridor, no onsite 
renewables

Holdsworth Center PUD
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Pilot projects: 425 W. Riverside Dr.
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Pilot projects: 425 W. Riverside Dr.

Score: 9
• Positive actions include 

two bus stops and 
buffered bike lanes, six DC 
fast charging EV charging 
station, very walkable 
location to 
amenities/services, 
significant efforts around 
reclaimed water/onsite 
water quality

• Missed points for no 
onsite renewables, large 
number of parking spaces 
provided, not reusing 
existing building onsite
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Pilot projects: Mid-point Review

Variation of project types/uses
• We had envisioned large residential or mixed use projects; these 

two had different uses and at different scales of acreage
• Thinking to future – hard to imagine one scoring mechanism for 

all types of development

Scoring
• We were lenient on a couple of items as it is hard to have a fully 

objective scoring system – sticking to intent

Location a key determinant, but opportunities left 
on the table

• Neither chose to use onsite renewables
• Project decisions are a balancing act with other factors 
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Next Steps

1. Apply this version on any other new PUD applicants 
through April, gather feedback and learn from the 
process

2. Assess whether to apply the form to other Council 
decisions, pause on use of the form, or decide 
another avenue forward. 
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Discussion



Old slides for 
reference to follow



What activities in the city have major carbon impacts?

Review from November 
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Review other City impact statements 
• Affordability Impact Statement – impact of a project on production 

of affordable housing, the cost of development and housing
• Education Impact Statement – how attendance at nearby schools 

would be impacted by a project
• Traffic Impact Analysis – how many additional vehicle trips would 

result from a project’s approval (possibly changing w/CodeNEXT)

Carbon Impact Statement 
• accompany other backup materials to inform Council how decisions 

relate to carbon impacts and the city’s adopted long-term goals 
• ties back to an adopted policy of net-zero emissions – like the 

Imagine Austin review of some zoning cases 

Review from November 
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Review from November 

Examples
• California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):  Evaluating 

GHG emissions as part of California’s Environmental 
Review Process

• City of San Francisco Greenhouse Gas Environmental 
Impact Statement – all rezoning requests

• Arizona State University - Hestia Project
• Fort Collins Sustainability Assessment Tool 

Lessons Learned
• Has to be considered early in the process to have impact
• Must involve project sponsors, people 

who can influence the project’s choices
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