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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 29, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2017-0748 
1111 W. 31ST STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1953 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, roughly rectangular-plan, frame and brick-veneered house in the mid-century 
Modern style, designed by local architect Leonard Lundgren.  The house has a flat roof, 
banks of metal-framed casement windows, and is cantilevered over a bank and bluff of 
Shoal Creek. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1953 based upon a design (at the Austin History Center) by local 
architect Leonard Lundgren, who specialized in mid-century Modern design.  Lundgren 
designed several houses in the Austin area, including the National Register-listed Zidell 
House in Taylor, but his most prominent work is the Town Lake Holiday Inn, which at the 
time of its construction, was the tallest concrete building in the world, and the inspiration 
for Holiday Inns throughout the world, with its circular design. 
This house was built for James E. and Nell Hundley.  James E. Hundley grew up in Dublin, 
Texas, the son of a single (divorced) mother who was a music teacher in Dublin.  Hundley 
studied architecture at the University of Texas, and married Nell Matthews of Austin.  He 
began working for the IRS before World War II, and upon his return, resumed his work 
there, becoming the chief of the Delinquent Returns Division.  He retired from the IRS in 
1975.  Nell Hundley died in 1992; James E. Hundley continued to live in this house until 
close to his death in 2007. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated the house under the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in 
the City Code and has determined that the while the house meets the criterion for 
architecture based upon its mid-century Modern design and associations with Leonard 
Lundgren, it does not qualify under the other criteria: 

a. Architecture.  The house is a good example of mid-century Modern residential 
design, with its boxy composition, use of natural materials, and large 
expanses of glass which blur the distinctions between the interior and 
exterior of the house, principal tenets of mid-century Modern design 
philosophy.  The house was designed by Leonard Lundgren, a prominent local 
architect who specialized in mid-century Modern designs, but who is known 
more for his commercial projects than his residential projects. 

b. Historical association.  The house is associated with James E. and Nell 
Hundley, who built the house and lived here for almost 50years.  James E. 
Hundley was a senior employee of the IRS.  There do not appear to be 
significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
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or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, or postpone to February 26, 2018 to receive 
structural reports about the condition of the house and the feasibility of any proposal for 
rehabilitation and restoration.  Staff has visited the property and has seen that there are 
areas of significant water infiltration due to the construction type and siting of the house on 
Shoal Creek, but does not feel ready at this time to offer a recommendation regarding 
preservation of the structure without the structural information and cost analysis for 
rehabilitation.  If the Commission does vote to release the permit, then staff recommends 
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package prior to release of the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1111 W. 31st Street 
ca. 1953 

 

 
View of the house from 31st Street 

 

 
View of the west elevation of the house from 31st Street. 
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View of interior courtyard and carport (east elevation) 

 

 
View of east elevation 
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View looking west along front brick wall 

 

 
West elevation to cantilevered section over Shoal Creek 
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Underside of cantilevered section with Shoal Creek in the background 

 

 
View from interior toward the courtyard and carport 
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View from the interior towards the back of the east courtyard 

 

 
Water damage in the hall ceiling 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1111 W. 31st Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
January, 2018 
 
1992  James E. and Nell Hundley, owners 

Retired 
 
1985-86 Vacant 
 
1981  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 

Retired 
 
1973  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 

Chief, Collection Division, U.S. Internal Revenue Service. 
 
1968  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 

Chief, Collection Division, U.S. Internal Revenue Service. 
 
1965  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 

Branch chief, Internal Revenue Service 
 
1960  James E. and Nell M. Hundley, owners 

James:  Assistant branch chief, Internal Revenue Service 
Nell: Receptionist, Albert Exline, Jr., physician, 505 W. 15th Street. 

 
1957  James E. and LaNell Hundley, owners 

James:  Assistant chief, Internal Revenue Service 
LaNell: Office secretary, Albert L. Exline, physician, 505 W. 15th Street. 

 
1954  James E. and Lanell Hundley, owners 

Assistant department chief, Internal Revenue Service. 
NOTE:  The address cross-reference section of the directory shows this house 
as being under construction. 

 
1953  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  James E. and Lanell Hundley are listed at 1608 Newfield Lane; he was 
the acting assistant head at the Internal Revenue Service. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
James E. and Nell Hundley (ca. 1953 – ca. 2007) 
James E. Hundley appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 10-year old son of Eula L. Hundley, 
who rented her home in Dublin, Texas.  She was a 30-year old Texas-born divorcee who was a 
music teacher.  James E. Hundley was born in Texas, as was his younger brother, Gene, 5. 
 
James Hundley married Lanell Matthews in Guadalupe County Texas on December 3, 1938. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows James and LaNelle Hundley living in a rented apartment in 
Austin, at 1107 Baylor Street.  James was 20, had been born in Texas, and worked as a filing 
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clerk for the Unemployment Office.  LaNelle Hundley was also 20, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 

 
Obituary of Nell Hundley 

Austin American-Statesman, January 13, 1992 
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Obituary of James E. Hundley 

Austin American-Statesman, November 17, 2007 
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Building permit to Mr. and Mrs. James E. Hundley for the construction of this house (1953) 

 
 

 
Water service permit for this address (1953) 
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Sewer service permit for this address (1953) 

 


