


“As	
  the	
  people	
  are	
  the	
  only	
  legitimate	
  fountain	
  of	
  power,	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  from	
  them	
  that	
  the	
  
constitutional	
  charter,	
  under	
  which	
  several	
  branches	
  of	
  government	
  hold	
  their	
  power,	
  is	
  
derived,	
  it	
  seems	
  strictly	
  consonant	
  for	
  the	
  republican	
  theory	
  to	
  recur	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  original	
  
authority…whenever	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  necessary	
  to	
  enlarge,	
  diminish,	
  or	
  new-­‐model	
  the	
  power	
  of	
  
government”	
  James	
  Madison,	
  Federalist	
  49	
  



Thanks	
  to	
  the	
  founders	
  of	
  the	
  Texas	
  initiative	
  and	
  referendum	
  movement	
  starting	
  in	
  
the	
  late	
  1800s	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Rev.	
  A.	
  B.	
  Francisco	
  of	
  Milano,	
  Rev.	
  B.	
  F.	
  Foster	
  of	
  Galveston	
  and	
  
Erath	
  County	
  Judge	
  Thomas	
  B.	
  King	
  –	
  Texas	
  voters	
  secured	
  their	
  right	
  to	
  petition	
  at	
  
the	
  municipal	
  level	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  constitutional	
  amendment	
  for	
  home	
  rule	
  passed	
  in	
  
1913.	
  (Legislation	
  for	
  statewide	
  I&R	
  failed	
  in	
  1905.)	
  

Reference:	
  	
  Initiative	
  and	
  Referendum	
  Almanac,	
  M.	
  Dane	
  Waters.	
  



*	
  Home	
  rule	
  cities	
  in	
  Texas	
  are	
  5,000	
  or	
  more	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  city	
  charter.	
  Approx.	
  19	
  million	
  Texans	
  live	
  in	
  home	
  rule	
  cities.	
  
That’s	
  71%	
  of	
  Texans	
  -­‐-­‐	
  out	
  of	
  27.6	
  million	
  total	
  	
  in	
  population.	
  













This	
  petition	
  is	
  posted	
  on	
  the	
  IndyAustin.org	
  home	
  page.	
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   Happy Petition Trails, Austin!�




