
Teresa Mosqueda
Seattle City Councilmember

Citywide, Position 8
Won: Nov 2017 

Nationally the First First-Time Candidate to Win with Democracy Vouchers



Qualifying for Vouchers

• Needed:
• 400 signatures and 400  contributions of $10+
• Residents of Seattle, signature verified

• Timeline:
• ASAP: Vouchers mailed first week of Jan

• Approach:
• Took to the streets
• Took assignments
• Took online and cash donations

• Qualified by March 
• Unique activism/opportunity year?



Post Qualification Collection of Vouchers

• Union Halls and Union Mailings
• Rallies and Concerts
• Democratic District meetings
• Replacement voucher collection while doorbelling
• Mailers specific to vouchers 

• Campaign and IE

• Spanish radio and other language publications
• Campaign and IE



Retrieving Vouchers: Winning Lottery



Lessons Learned/Opportunities
• Massive public education campaign (in language/early)
• Online signature and online contribution
• Opportunity to collect through campaign
• Need trusted partners to “bundle” vouchers

• Unions, Planned Parenthood, Washington CAN, Etc.

• Engage non-citizens more
• What’s the goal is: 

• $ out?
• more people engaged?
• who is engaged?



Greater Equity Needed in Honest Elections

Source: UFCW21 VAN Data Sample, Jan 2018 from 2017 Seattle City Council Mosqueda election


