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“We know that this was not the intent of the law. and so we have to address’it,”

said D:C. Councilwoman: Anita Bonds, who chairs the committee on housing and
neighborhood revitalization,

Bonds éckhowledged it will likely be a bitter fight, as is anything involving tenants’ A
rights in the District.
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In this case, everyone seems to agree the Ténant Opportanity to Purchase Act
. (TOPA) serves a purpose: It keeps langtime renters from being baoted out of
gentrifying neighborhoods: )

TOPA was desigred o protect affordable housmg by gw;ng renters tha fl@@
chance to buy their place i it goec‘. up for sale.
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TOPA rights are a cammodity and should BE able 1o be shopped around on {h(}e
"\ open markel, he says,

“I'm not trying to make the sale_fallapait, Em_trying.lo.change who the buyer is."
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Getts ng TOPA payouts for renters has become Andrew Mculre's entire jaw practice. Jodie Fleischer gEnm:: p Hwnup
reports, (Pubishad Thursday, June 8, 2017} Pe e e e e
Privacy nolicy | More Newsleiters

WOPA rights and d somehody knacks on your door and says | " @
$500, how o yau know they're not worth $500 000?" MeGI McGu;re saad

The DC Association of Realtors belseves,thls use of TOPA wilt ultimately raise- the ’
price of homes and rents across the District because those who have ta | pay
renters o iea\cmopeny WI|| sm'lply pass that cost on to the next buyer or renEa}'

e T T o —

DCAR President Colin Johnson said the law does serve a puipose when large
apartment buildings in gentrifying neighborheoods go condo, but he doesn't think
it's effective for single-famity homes or row hm:ses where a ranter only has one
raom or the EngINh hasement.
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TOPA veas designed to keeD longtime renters from being farced oul of gentrifying neighbornoeds or to
helo themn aflord o new loase in o di ifferant building by grane hem the chance to Duy thedr place first, bt
tenans dan't wont to or canl aiford 1o bl they can raze in big bucks ny sclling these rights. Jodie
[eigcher reporis, {Published Thursday, May 11, 2017Y

"l think the law definitely needs changing,” Johnson said. "l don't see what the
advantage is for a tenant to be able 1 trade theis rights to somebody else and how
that helps them either purchase a home .or stay within a home.”

DCAR said its members are seeing tco many abuses of the law, and they've yet o
see one renter successfully buy a whole building. Instead, renters are setling their
righis to buy to the highest bidder. :

"In many cases, these are not senior citizens who are being displaced in a _
transitioning or develobing neighborhood,” CCAR CEO Ed Krauze said. "These .
are smart young smart people who have figured out 'l can get some money.™

“I¥'s like someane actually sticking a-gun to your head,” said Yolanda Smith, who's
been trying to sell a home she owns. "Had | known | would never, ever, ever remt
" propernty in Washington, D.C."

A first-time home buyer named Clara spent years as a renter and sees the value in
tenants having rights, but she agrees the law needs fixing after losing her contract
on & Capitol Hill row house the night before closing. '

"It was just, poof, just taken away from me,” said Clara, "l was up for collaborating
with [the tenani} to figure out what she wanted and-what she needed to stay ... bul
instead what | got back was, ‘What's your best offer?™”
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Councilwoman Bonds said she's heard the complaints.

"As it is with any law from at ieast that far back in our history, there are changes .

that need to be made,” she said. "One ofithe things we have to'do is ciearly define -
'

i

'lenant.

fReaIrors told the Newsq |-Team plenty.of tenants who don't pay rent and aren't o?

the lease, are slill getting paid -- even if they only lived in the apartment for a few

weeks.and eyen ¥ they'd already moved out when it went up for sale,

".Bonds said she's also aware of the new industry of TOPA chasers that's popped

up 1o recruit-renters. -

“We know that this was not the intent of the law. and so we have to address it,”
Bonds said. '

She said she plans to convene a'working group this summer.with representatives
from the real estate industry and tenants groups o work together on fixing the law,

The DC Realtors Association has already drafted proposed legislation to eliminate
TOPA in single unit sales. '

Reported by Jodie Fleischer, produced by Rick Yarborough, shot by Steve Jones
and Jeff Piper, and edited by Steve Jones.
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