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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 26, 2018
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0049
3714 BONNIE ROAD

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1939 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-and-a-half-story, rectangular plan, stone-veneered, side-gabled frame house in the
Tudor Revival style; front ornamental gable with a pair of 6:6 windows has a catslide roof;
steeper front-gabled entry gable has a round-arched entry; partial-width entry port to the
right of the entry; single and paired 6:6 fenestration; exterior stone-veneered chimney.

Structural information provided by the applicant:

The foundation has a perimeter concrete wall footing with cinder block or concrete block supporting
2x6 and 2x8 lumber joist material throughout. The floor joist are failing in numerous locations.
The interior finish is basic finish with very little historic architecture carpentry.

Mold spores are visible in the closet areas of the kitchen.

Aluminum clad windows on the West side of the home.

Composition roof that has been completely redone as shown by the attic photos revealing the
aluminum tech shield used in the installation, a product recently used in roof sheathing.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built around 1939 for Louis and Kate McGinnis, who lived
here for the rest of their lives. The house has been in the same family since the time of its
construction. There was an earlier (ca. 1921) house that the McGinnises owned at the
southeast corner of Ash (now Bonnie Road) and Scenic Road, that was demolished and some
of the materials possibly used in the construction of this house. Family descendants who
remember the old house relate that it was a wood house with stone posts, and it is believed
that the house was known as Crescent Elms, as described in a newspaper article. Kate
McGinnis was the daughter of William Walsh, who founded the Austin White Lime
Company; his family later moved to Round Rock and established the Round Rock White
Lime Company. The Walsh family owned much of the land between Enfield and Windsor
roads along the shores of the lake, and family history relates that the family moved from
the lakeshore up the hill due to health concerns from being too close to the water. Kate
Walsh married Louis McGinnis, who was a stock raiser who owned land with an address on
Dam Boulevard (now Lake Austin Boulevard). The McGinnises lived on Avenue F in Hyde
Park before moving out to the lake. In addition to other interests, Louis McGinnis worked
at various clothing stores in Austin, and for a brief period in the late 1920s, owned a clothes
cleaning establishment in Hyde Park. Kate McGinnis continued to be involved in the
Walsh family’s extensive real estate holdings, subdividing the family land now called Walsh
Place, and the area around Robin Hood Trail, which she and her husband called Sherwood
Forest. This house occupies the last piece of property owned by the Walsh family
descendants in the neighborhood.



D.7-2

Louis and Kate McGinnis lived in this house until their deaths. Their niece, Kathleen
Walsh, lived with them as a child, and moved into this house with her husband, Ed
Belshan, in the 1940s. Ed Belshan was a native of Illinois and became the manager of the
Austin Municipal Airport in the 1940s until his retirement in the early 1950s. Ed and
Kathleen Belshan continued to live in this house after Kate and Louis McGinnis passed
away, and raised their family here. They had two children: Kathleen and Eddie. Kathleen
Belshan married Jack Howell; Eddie Belshan did not marry and eventually moved to
Galveston. Kathleen Howell’s daughter is now the owner of the property.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City
Code:

a. Architecture. The house is a stone-veneered frame house built in the Tudor
Revival style, a relatively common style in Austin. The house is notable for
its fine stonework, but is otherwise a rather restrained interpretation of the
style.

b. Historical association. The house was built by Kate Walsh McGinnis, a
daughter of William Walsh, a very prominent early Austin business owner
and landowner. His Austin White Lime Company was the source of the lime
necessary for the manufacture of concrete, and he owned a very large piece of
property along the Colorado River (now Lake Austin). Kate Walsh McGinnis
was active in the family’s real estate holdings, selling the property that
eventually became this residential section of West Austin. It is not clear how
much of a hand she had in the actual development of the neighborhoods.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, and seriously consider alternatives to
demolition. While staff certainly recognizes the importance of the Walsh family to the
history of West Austin and the contributions of the patriarch of the family to the
development of the city as a whole, there does not appear to be a clear-cut case of the
continued significance of the family through the generations who built and lived in this
house that would qualify the house as a historic landmark. While staff strongly encourages
the rehabilitation and preservation of this house, it does not necessarily follow that the
house should be designated as a historic landmark. Staff must very reluctantly recommend
release of the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package,
consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative
history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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NOTIFICATIONS

LOCATION: 3714 Bonnie Road

This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purp of geographic refi e Mo warranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific or P 1285
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3714 Bonnie Road
ca. 1939

OCCUPANCY HISTORY
3714 Bonnie Road

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
February, 2018

1992

1985-86

1981

1977

1973

Edward J. Belshan, owner
Proprietor, The Floristry, 3239 Bee Caves Road

Edward J. Belshan, owner
Proprietor, The Floristry, 3239 Bee Caves Road.
Also listed is Kathleen Belshan, retired.

Kathleen Belshan, owner

Retired

NOTE: Edward Belshan is listed as the renter of 3716 Bonnie Road; he was a
florist at Frostlyn’s Flrist, 1104 W. 34" Street.

Kathleen Belshan, owner

Widow, Edward Belshan

No occupation listed

Also listed is Edward J. Belshan, the manager of Leets Rental Service, party
equipment, 700 E. 4™ Street.

Kathleen Belshan, ownwer
Widow, Edward Belshan



1968

1965

1960

1957

1954

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1940
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Retired
NOTE: Edward J. Belshan is not listed in the directory.

Kathleen Belshan, owner

No occupation listed

NOTE: Edward J., Belshan is listed at 2608 W. 49%. Street. He was a designer
at a florist shop.

Kathleen Belshan, owner
No occupation listed

Kathleen Belshan, owner

No occupation listed

Also listed is Edward J. Belshan, a designer at Tarry Town Florist, 2406
Exposition Boulevard.

Kathleen Belshan, owner
No occupation listed
Also listed is Eddard J. Belshan, a student.

Kathleen Belshan, owner
No occupation listed
Also listed is Edward J. Belshan, a student.

Louis McGinnis, owner

No occupation listed

Also listed are Edward F. and Kathleen Belshan; he had no occupation shown;
she was a stenographer at the State Employment Commission.

Louis McGinnis, owner

No occupation listed

Also listed are Edward F. and Kathleen Belshan; he was the manager of the
Austin Municipal Airport. Their son, Edward F. Belshan, Jr. was a clerk at Grove
Drug, 209 E. 6th Street.

Louis and Kate R. Belshan, owners

No occupation listed

Also listed are Edward F. and Kathleen Belshan; he was the manager of the
Municipal Airport.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Real estate

Also listed are Edward F. and Kathleen Belshan; he was the assistant manager
of the Municipal Airport.

Louis L. and Kate McGinnis, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: Edward F. and Kathleen Belshan are not listed in the directory.

Louis L. and Kate R. McGinnis, owners
No occupation listed
NOTE: The house is listed as 1507 Lake Boulevard.
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NOTE: The following listings for Louis and Kate R. McGinnis are for the earlier ca. 1921 house
that was location at the southeast corner of Ash Street (now Bonnie Road) and Scenic Road.
That house is no longer in existence.

1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922

1920

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as being on Scenic Road at the southeast corner of
Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Real estate

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

No occupation listed

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Proprietor (with Paul R. Grimes), McGinnis & Grimes, clothes cleaners, 3810
Avenue C.

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Salesman, Charles Rosner, wholesale and retail dry goods and ladies
furnishings, 504-08 Congress Avenue.

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Stockman

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis, owners

Stockman

NOTE: The house is listed as being on the east side of Scenic Road, at the
southeast corner of Ash Street.

The address is not listed in the directory.
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NOTE: Louis and Kate R. McGinnis are listed at 4300 Avenue F. He was a clerk
for Frank Laws & Company, men’s furnishings, 720 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Louis and Kate R. McGinnis (ca. 1931 — ca. 1954)

His undated World War | draft registration card shows Louis McGinnis living at 4300 Avenue F
in Austin. He was born in 1885, and was a self-employed stock raiser on Dam Boulevard. His
wife was Kate McGinnis. He was short, and had a medium build, sandy hair and gray eyes.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Louis S. and Kate McGinnis living at 4300 Avenue F. Louis
McGinnis was 35, had been born in Texas to a Canadian-born father and a French-born mother,
and was a clerk in a gentlemen’s furnishings store. Kate McGinnis was 40, had been born in
Texas to an Irish-born father and a Texas-born mother, and had no occupation listed. With
them lived a niece, Kathleen Walsh, 12, who had been born in Texas.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Louis and Kate McGinnis as the owners of this house, which is
incorrectly addressed as 3710 Bonnie Road. The house was worth $6,000. Louis McGinnis
was 54, had been born in Texas, and was the proprietor of a land company. Kate McGinnis
was 64, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had a servant, Lydia Telg,
who had been born in Texas. She had lived in Caldwell, Texas in 1935.

- Dinner Guest
© Mr. and Mrs. Louls McGInnla en-
tertained thelr nlece, Mrs. E. Bel-
shan of Chieago, Iil., at a dinner
party Thursday evening at thelr
home Crescent Elms on Lake Aus~
tin, Mrs. Belshan will hs remem-
bered as Mias.KnthT‘inu Walsh,

! »

Society page story on the dinner held by Louis and Kate McGinnis for their niece, Kathleen
Belshan. Note that the house name is Crescent EIms.
Austin American-Statesman, May 11, 1930




t

| MRS. KATE WALSH McGINNIS |

'a’local hospital ‘Saturday. “Bqldes”'
her husband;, Louis McGinnis at’

Mrs. Kate Walsh; MéGinnls, 71,
lifelong resident of Alflﬁn. dieﬂ in

Austin, she is suwi; d by four
bmthe w. J. Walsh, M. alsh, |
P, A. Walsh and E..J. Wi I of

Rih:nd ‘Rock. The hodj :?iwﬂl be at
the. Hyltin Funeril mt antili

930 a. m. Mond -f._h
Fpther McAlister wm conduct |
services at St. EMQ;-. 's Ch rch.ﬁi
“Pallbearers will 'be Edward J.
 Walsh, Murry t’liesnn :,Tne ‘Almas;
_nr_mt Leonard, } Benpet.k
Conznoliy. ;
Burleson. nu'ml will ing
Cllvlw Cemetery; R

' will be
Wlﬂn Chapel 8

Obltuary of Kate McGlnnls o
Austin American-Statesman, November 23, 1947
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LOUIS (UNCLE MAC) MCGINNIS
- Requiems mass for Louis (Uncle
cMaed MeCunnis, 68, of 3714 Bonnje:
Road, will be said gt 8L Mary's
"Cathedral "Ihund.w- alt 8 anm by
ﬂ}f‘ Rm A J. Muylreany, (SC, He.
dctifcsong remdentoof - Anstin

..mtd wius @ moember of Bt Marv's:
"Cathedrat - He was -preceded i
jdeath. 1 1847 by his wife, Mrs,
TKEW Watsh McGinnis, and has no-
*rmmtdﬁtﬁ surviving relatives. He'
had- been associdated with men's’

cﬁatﬁrng stores TR AU
the early 10008 was very active in
athletics at &L! Edward's Unlversi-
ig.k urial will be in Mt Calyary
! al will be in AL

H vlunm’ﬂam:r Funeral Home,

Pallhearer$ will he Erncst Leon- ]
;mdn E. B Edwnrds, Joe Ai!ﬁﬁ‘lq
‘Rotert B E")nrr:hgq ~Eide-Walsh
*ﬁﬂd (rar-land- Wﬂ%&h«;-‘_ﬂmw. S

Obltuary of Louis McGlnnls
Austin American, April 8, 1954

Kathleen Belshan

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Edward and Kathleen Belshan living with his parents (James and
Katherine Belshan) in a house they owned in Elgin, Kane County, lllinois. Kathleen Belshan
was 32, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. Edward Belshan was 34, had
been born in lllinois, and was the chief clerk for the State Police. They had 2 children: Kathleen,
7: and Eddie Joe, 5. Both children had been born in lllinois. Edward Belshan’s father, James
Belshan, was a yard man for the railroad. The 1930 U.S. Census also shows Edward and
Kathleen Belshan living with his parents in lllinois. The census report reveals that James
Belshan’s parents had been born in Czechoslovakia, and Katherine Belshan’s parents had been
born in Ireland. Edward Belshan has an accountant for the steam railroad. Kathleen Belshan
had no occupation shown.
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IKE}th]EEI‘I Walsh Ts
Bride of E. F. Belshan

[Bneelal fo The Austin Stetesman,)

ROUND ROCK. Hept. 10.—Mr,
cand Mrea, M. C©, Walsh of Houng
i Hock nnnounce the marrlage of
rthelr daughter Kothleon to Edwara
F, Delshan of Chicago, 1. The
cercniony was conducted at St
Mary's church In Toaylor on Sept. ¥
with FFather Dresser oftlciating nnd!
Fathier Colley nsakeilng.

The bride was attended by her
maid of honor, Miss Grace B1lInger,
and the groom had as his best man
“Mr, Dnnlel Hannan,

The bride fa a graduats of BL
Mary's ncademy of Austin wherae
she was a very popular student, and
won recognitlon not only socinlly
but rlso In the acholastic tleld,
While In Austin she has mads hee
home with her uncle and aunt, Mr,
and Mra, Louls McGinnls of Lnlu
Austin,

Mr. Helshan, the groom, 8 a
gradunte of St, Edward's univorslty
of Austin and In tha mon of Jr. And
Men, James J. Belshan of Chieago,
I After Qct, 1 he will be In tho
numuntinﬁ Aepartinent of the Come-
monwenlth Edlson sompany of Chi.
eago In which elty he nnd his brldg
will make thelr home.

News story on the wedding of Kathleen Walsh, niece of Louis and Kate McGinnis, and Edward
Belshan
Austin Statesman, September 10, 1927

Belshan Resigns
As Airport Chief

| The manager of thk Municipal
'Mrpnr't Ed Belshan. has resigned,
| Riving reasons of health.
Belshon's resignation after eight
-¥ears as pdminisiralor of the aire
||1-:=-rl. was announced Wednesday by
h 3 L L] 1r vl |"|'|-H'|"-'H'|-II-HF r"‘”:!ﬂ'l
Willlam Osborn.
! For several months Belzshan had
Caffered with an psthmatie condi- |
.. .
i Osborn sald Alfred Bartz, an as-
. sistant to Belshan, had been rulmed
"temporary airperi manager.

News story on Edward Belshan'’s resignation as airbort administrator
Austin Statesman, October 24, 1951




EDWARD FF, BELSHAN

Edward ¥. Belshan, 5, lorimer;

Auslin resident, died in Elgin, I,
Thursday alter a long iliness, fle
was manager af the Robert Muel-
ler Municipal Air port here in
Auslin for a number of years and
wins connected with the cily of
Austin for a number of years prlnr
to managing the airpot.
Survivors include his mother,
Mrs. Iintherine Belshan ol Elgin,
11l.; ene son Edward J. Belshan,
ol Auslin; one daugbier, Mis,
Kathleen Fuller of Corpus Christis
onie brother, Francis Belshan and
a sister, Mrs. Alice Ulland, both
of Elgin, 1ll., and one grandehild,
Funeral services will be held af
st. Lawrenee Cathalic Chureh in
Elgin, Ill,, Saturday at 9 a. m.
Obituary of Edward F. Belshan
Austin Statesman, June 27, 1958
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Kathleen (Kas) Walsh Beshan

Kathlieen (Kas) Walsh Belshan was
- born to ‘Mike and Katherine Collins
~ Walsh on November 5, 199? in Rmmd
Rock Texns

She passed away Oclober 22, 1993,
in Austin, Texas at the age of 85.

A granddaughter of Witliam Walsh
of Walsh Place and Walsh Boat Land-
ing in Austin, she was reared by her
Aunt Kate Walsh McGinnis and Uncle
Mac (Louis);McGinnis in West Austin.
She graduated from St. Mary’'s Acade-
my where she was May Queen, senior
class president and very active in
school activities. She sang fer various
social functions in Austin.

She was preceded in deatn by her
husband, Edward F. Belshan and sis-
ter. Beatrice Oison.

She is survived by a son, Edward J.
Belshan;, daughter. Kathleen Howell;
granddaughter, Diane Harboe, great-

granddaughter. Stacy and great-grand-
son. Todd.

She loved to sing and evervone that
knew her lowed her.

The family wants t¢ thank the
nurses and staff on the 4th floor at
Seton Hospital and evervone at South-
wood Care Center.

Prreate services wiil be held.

Arrangements by Weed-Cortev Fu-
neral Home, 3125 North Lamar, 452-
2211

Obituary of Kathleen Belshan
Austin American-Statesman, October 22, 1993

Eddie J. Belshan died in Galveston in 2003
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THE HERO—Ed Belshan of 3714 Bonnie Road was the person
who located and recaptured the missing “Ike,” a parakeel he-
langing 1o Mrs, Joseph L. Flint of Corpus Christl. On his action
hangs a tale which added considerably to the “education" of
Major Mike Olive, US Army (relired), who is manager of
Neal Douplass Studlos.—(Neal Douglass Pholo by Mike Olive.)

News story on the rescue of Ike the parakeet by Eddie Belshan
Austin Statesman, November 17, 1953

Edward Joseph Belshan Eddie passed away March 29, 2003, his 68th birthday, following a heart
attack. He was born March 29, 1935 in Elgin, Illinois to Edward Francis Belshan and Kathleen
Walsh Belshan. In January, 1941 the family moved to Austin, TX, the home of his mother. He
graduated from St. Edwards High School in Austin and received his degree from the University of
Texas. When Eddie was 19, he went to work for R.A. Lewis, Tarrytown Florist and stayed in the
florist business until his retirement. He is survived by his sister, Kathleen Howell (Jack) of Austin,
TX; his niece, Diane Harboe (Rune) of McDade, TX; his great-niece, Stacy Gilyan (Brendan) of
Austin, TX; his great-nephew, Todd Harboe of Austin, TX; his companion, Michael Randall of
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Galveston, TX; and special friend, Jeanette Marley of Santa Barbara, CA. Private Graveside Services
are pending at Cook-Walden/Capital Parks Funeral Home in Pflugerville.
Obituary of Edward J. Belshan
Austin American-Statesman, April 1, 2003.

- Kathleen Belshan Howell

“Kathleen Belshan Howell, 78,
passed into the hands of his Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, Sunday,
September 12, 2010 surrounded by
her beloved family.

"Mrs. Howell was born on May
31, 1932 in Elgin, Hlinvis. She was
a lifetime Austin resident. She
graduated from St. Mary's Catho-
lic Academy, and worked at. the
Texas National Guard Annory
Board for 27 years.

Mrs. Howell spent hex life de-
voted to her family. She will be so
greatly missed, but the memories
of her will sustain ourloss. =

Mrs, Howell is survived by her
loving husband, Jack Howell, of 45
years; daughter, Diane Harboe
(Rune); sons, Iack Wayne Howell.
(Billic Sue) and James Edward
Howell (Cathy). She was blessed
with |7 grandchildren and 12_-
great-grandchildren. :

The family would like to thank='
Dr. Steven Solomon, Dr. Mark
Crozier, Dr. Lynn Knowles and .
the wonderful staff of the Texas.
Oncology Cancer- Center; who
‘loved and cared for her. A special
note of gratitude to Hospice Aus-
tin for their e.xcellent response and
care.

“The family will receive guestx at
Cook-Walden/Capital Parks” Fu-
neral Home, from 6:00 pm. to
8:00 p.m, Friday, September 17,
2010. A family visitation will be
held Saturday, September 18, 2010,
from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m. The fu--
neral service will be conducted at
100 p.m. in the Memorial Chapel
of Cook-Walden/Capital Parks
Funeral Home. Interment ‘will
follow at Cook- Waldenf'Capital"'
Parks Gemetery in Pflugerville,
Texas.

In licu of ﬂuwers, memmia’l
contributions may be made to the
Ovartan Cancer Research Fund, .
www.ocrforg or 212:268-1002, -

To share memories with the
family, please visit wwcookwal»
dencapitalparks.com,

Obituary of Kathleen Belshan Howell, the daughfér of Edward and Kathleen Belshan
Austin American-Statesman, September 16, 2010
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‘ WATER EERVICE PERMIT “*NO 1364 8
S ustin, Texas (‘i ED
Rece.ived Uf___]_—-_._?uie Mcginnis IR e ﬁlﬂmﬂ
R
. 'Addregs,_ S 3 7? onni?_._ _E___ M /43 ﬂ 3’ e
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Size Main Tapped...... . . . . é |2 \ PN ‘%‘1 P * . Q W)
From Front Prop. Lms to Curb Cock. 7 " Q\ .\Q\l'\ %\ A\l \\ k N
From WProp Line to Curb Cock.fég. - 'b\_ \)}\r\ : ;'J \! . %
Location of Meter.. 5’4/‘4’5-“? S B | m\ \ “.% {‘\ \“ l \ lk %\
ol § 1 g N\W R
Type of Box._: . S '3 ¢ g‘?’\ -,:\ N < 8
Depth of Main in St ... "2 2o SRESyERE L T 1822
Z7 | fES s g EE s S8ty
Deﬁ?tkoszwweLme QL}QQ}WQ{D’:QZDR&‘%N&#%R
From Curb Cock to Tap on Main. 2 9_ RN } |N '\)‘\l\‘{ N '\I.\T\t‘\i Eo
Checked by Engr. Dept.: 7% ’3f “~& = AR U N | b

Water service permit to Louis McGinnis for this address (1939)

Additional photographs furnished by the applicant:

g

The orlglnal wood wmdows have been replaced Wlth aluminum windows.
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