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The Joint Sustainability Committee encloses the attached Proposed Food and Climate Addendum to the Austin
Community Climate Plan for your consideration. The strategies and actions in this addendum are intended to be
effective at reducing greenhouse gas emissions associated with food and are based on extensive best-practice
research. The recommendations take into consideration:

e Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the food system, which accounts for 25% of Austin’s carbon
footprint.

e Creating healthy food systems, which steward natural resources and mitigate carbon emissions.

e Aligning environmental health with healthy bodies, vibrant communities, and strong local economies by
encouraging a plant-based diet.

e Enhancing the resilience and sustainability of Austin’s local food production capabilities in the face of climate
changes and challenges.

The Joint Sustainability Committee supports this Addendum because Austin has committed to reach net-zero
greenhouse gas emission by 2050 (Resolution 20140410-024), and the food sector is an important contributor to
greenhouse gas emissions. While current plans address energy and natural gas, transportation and land use, and
waste and materials management, the food system has not been leveraged in the pursuit of a sustainable and green
city. Including strategies which address the food system in Austin’s Climate Action Plan will also realize co-benefits
such as a healthier population and a healthier environment.

Achievable, practical and effective approaches identified here are critical to the success of this effort, and build upon
the experiences of other forward-looking and innovative municipal governments from across the United States. By
including the food system in the larger goal of reaching net-zero emissions by 2050, the Austin City Council will move
closer to fulfilling its 2007 resolution to “make Austin the leading city in the nation in the effort to reduce the negative
impacts of global warming.” We recommend that anticipated updates to Austin’s Community Climate Plan include the
food system in emissions mitigation strategies.
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