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PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1910 house. 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with a partial-width 
front-gabled independent porch on plain, square wood posts; single and paired 1:12 
fenestration; entry door has sidelights; hipped-roof addition to the east (right) of the main 
block of the house. 
RESEARCH 

The house as built around 1910.  The first occupant was Howard Stoune, an insurance 
agent, who lived here until around 1917.  The house was then owned and occupied by 
Francis C. and Allye B. Becker, until Alye Becker’s death in 1978.  Francis C. Becker was 
from Taylor, Texas.  He worked at a variety of jobs, including as a deputy collector for the 
Internal Revenue Service, before becoming the auditor, and later assistant manager of the 
Driskill Hotel. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the West Line Historic District. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, as the house appears to be structurally 
sound and retains a high degree of integrity, and is contributing to the historic district, so 
demolition may be delayed pursuant to Code.  If the Commission votes to release the 
permit, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, and completion of a City of 
Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 
sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center, and the 
Commission’s review of plans for new construction on the site. 
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