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WHY BICYCLE PARKING 
MATTERS



Why Bicycle Parking Matters - Visibility

■ Increases Visibility
– Drivers are instantly made aware that there are people on bikes in the area
– Potential Cyclists more likely to ride their own bikes once aware that others ride 

bikes in the area



Why Bicycle Parking Matters - Economy

Improves Local Economy

■ People who biked and walked to the 
area spent more money in the area per 
month than those who drove there. 
(Bloor Street)

■ Customers who arrive by automobile 
spend the most per visit across all of 
the establishments, but cyclists spend 
the most per month. (Greater Portland) 

Photo by Raquel Ortega



Why – Alcohol Harm Reduction 1

■ Austin Citywide alcohol sales hit $64.1 million in December 2017
■ Impact of Auto Crash vs. Bicycle Crash

– Force = Mass * Acceleration
– (Avg. Weight of Vehicle + Avg. Weight of Adult) * Average Speed = Force

■ Bicycles: (15 lbs. + 181 lbs.) * 9.6 mph = 1,886 lbs. of force on impact
■ Automobiles: (4079 lbs. + 181 lbs.) * 28 mph = 119,294 lbs. of force on impact

■ Insufficient Public Transportation
– Limited Night Owl bus runs do not accommodate “Last Mile”
– Downtown rail service ends too early– Bars close at 2 AM. Service industry staff do 

not leave work until 2:30 AM at earliest. Trains needed until 3 AM.
■ 6:43 PM  Monday – Thursday last train
■ 12:30 AM Friday and Saturday last train
■ 1:45 AM Friday and Saturday last train (Pilot Program)



Why – Alcohol Harm Reduction 2

Venues that serve alcohol can be part of the solution to reducing drunk driving

■ Reduce number of spaces for auto parking

■ Create or increase bicycle parking

■ Increase potential revenue
– In 2010, Jesse McCann was looking for a building to open a bar in Portland…he finally found one 

with a big parking lot right out front with room for five cars. …he fenced it off and filled the space 
with outdoor seating and a rack for 63 bicycles. …McCann's investment paid off—from the day 
Apex Bar opened, its outdoor tables and bike racks have been full to overflowing on nice days.  
(Apex Portland)



Why – Bad Racks Decrease Confidence 1

Would you lock your bike to these racks?
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Why – Bad Racks Decrease Confidence 2

Would you lock your bike here?
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Why – Bad Racks Decrease Confidence 3

People on bikes will lock to city signage rather than lock to faulty, inadequate, or non-existent bike racks.
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CITY OF AUSTIN
BICYCLE PARKING CODE



Current COA Bicycle Parking Code
§ 25-6-477 - BICYCLE PARKING 
(A) Off-street parking facilities for bicycles as prescribed in Appendix A ( Tables Of Off-Street Parking And Loading Requirements ) must be provided for each use 
on a site, and shall be calculated prior to any reductions approved under this article for motor vehicle parking. 

(B) Any addition or enlargement of an existing building or use or any change of occupancy or operation that increases the number of required motor vehicle parking spaces above the existing spaces on an existing site 
shall require a proportional increase in bicycle parking adhering to Appendix A, Part 2 ( Bicycles ) for the new use or expanded use or change in occupancy. 

(C) A required bicycle space must comply with the requirements of the Transportation Criteria Manual. 

(D) The location of an off-street bicycle parking facility shall comply with the following requirements: 

(1) A minimum of 50% of all required bicycle parking shall be located within 50 feet of the principal building entrance which shall not be obscured from public view; and 

(2) The remaining required bicycle parking may be located as follows: 

a. in a secure location within 50 feet of other building entryways other than the principal building entrance; 

b. at employee only entrances; 

c. within a building; or 

d. in a covered motor vehicle parking facility within 50 feet of a street level entrance. 

(3) The closest bicycle parking facility must be no farther than the closest motor vehicle parking space, excluding accessible parking spaces. 

(E) A provision of this article that is applicable to off-street motor vehicle parking also applies to bicycle parking, unless the provision conflicts with this section. 

(F) The city manager may waive a requirement relating to the number or type of bicycle spaces or approve an alternate method of compliance after considering 
the characteristics of the use, the site, and the surrounding area. A waiver may not reduce the number of required bicycle spaces to less than two. 

Source: Ord. 031120-44; Ord. 031211-11; Ord. 20060504-039; Ord. 20130523-104. 



Current COA Bicycle Parking Code 
§ 25-6 Appendix A, Part 2 Bicycles



Current COA Bicycle Parking Code 
§ 25-6-656 Bicycle Parking Fund



CITY OF AUSTIN
AUTO PARKING CODE



Current COA Auto Parking Code 
§ 25-6 Appendix A Excerpts – Commercial 1



Current COA Auto Parking Code 
§ 25-6 Appendix A Excerpts - Commercial 2



Current COA Auto Parking Code 
§ 25-6 Appendix A Excerpts - Civic



Current COA Auto Parking Code 
§ 25-6 Appendix A Excerpts - Residential



BICYCLE PARKING
ON CITY WEBSITES



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
Austin



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
Austin



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio – Current City Policies 1



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio – Current City Policies 2



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio – Bike Rack Application



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio – Maintenance & Installation 1



Bicycle Parking on City Websites
San Antonio – Maintenance & Installation 2



BICYCLE ADVISORY COUNCIL
DRAFT RECOMMENDATION



Overview

■ City regulations
– Update Title 25 Land Development Code, Chapter 6 Transportation to include 

bicycle provisions that are commensurate with those for automobiles
■ Use a percentage calculation based on the number of cars required to ensure 

consistent application 
■ Enforcement should be same as for auto parking regulations
■ Include materials requirement specifications including use of non-hex bolts

■ City website
– Provide best practices including where to buy non-hex bolts
– Advise how to get assistance
– Publicize Bicycle Parking Fund and application guidelines



Draft Recommendation Introduction

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Bicycle Advisory Council (BAC) is to advise the City of 
Austin, and other jurisdictions, on all matters relating to the use of the bicycle;

WHEREAS, missing or inadequate bicycle parking reduces the number of people riding 
bicycles;

WHEREAS, the Austin Transportation Department (ATD) offers compliance information 
documents to aid permit applicants, contractors, and engineers in complying with 
regulations, codes, and practices;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the BAC recommends that the following be 
implanted:



Draft Recommendation Resolutions 1

■ Update the City of Austin Title 25 Land Development Code, Chapter 6 Transportation 
to include bicycle provisions that are commensurate with those for automobiles 
including but not limited to:

– Specify a percentage calculation that directly correlates the number of bicycle 
parking spaces to the number of auto parking spaces; Adjust percentage ratio 
so that bicycle parking spaces do not decrease should auto parking 
requirements be lowered
■ Increase percentage distribution of bicycle parking availability at venues that serve 

alcohol

– Include materials requirement specifications including use of non-hex bolts
– Enforcement procedures same as for auto parking space regulations



Draft Recommendation Resolutions 2

■ Update City of Austin website
– Include form to apply for assistance in obtaining bicycle parking
– Include best practice diagrams specifying use of non-hex bolts including cost, 

where to buy related materials, or local contractors
– Make Bicycle Parking Fund balances, fees, and award of funding publicly 

available

■ Publicize the Bicycle Parking Fund



REFERENCES
AND RESOURCES



Sources
1. https://bikeleague.org/sites/default/files/Bicycling_and_the_Economy-Econ_Impact_Studies_web.pdf (Bloor, Greater Portland)

2. https://www.mystatesman.com/business/austin-alcohol-sales-jump-percent-december/6nXmwVRg7EBjQY6qrnzYAL/ (Austin Alcohol Sales)

3. http://humantransit.org/2010/04/can-we-all-cycle-the-last-mile.html (Last Mile)

4. https://communityimpact.com/austin/northwest-austin/top-stories/2018/05/02/capital-metro-to-extend-metrorail-hours-offer-free-rides-to-students-this-
summer/ 

5. https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-the-physics-of-a-car-collision-2698920

6. https://www.citylab.com/solutions/2015/03/the-complete-business-case-for-converting-street-parking-into-bike-lanes/387595/

7. https://gizmodo.com/how-more-bike-parking-could-make-cities-better-for-ever-1582198868 (Apex Portland)

8. https://www.triplepundit.com/2013/12/bike-lanes-increase-small-business-revenue/

9. http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2013-05-13/features/ct-talk-brotman-bike-0513-20130513_1_bike-safety-traffic-laws-bike-helmets (Bike Crash Impact)

10. https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-the-physics-of-a-car-collision-2698920 (Auto Crash Impact)

11. https://usa.streetsblog.org/2017/03/01/austin-may-cut-parking-requirements-by-nearly-50-percent/

12. https://library.municode.com/tx/austin/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT25LADE_CH25-6TR 
http://www.austintexas.gov/edims/document.cfm?id=190336

13. https://austintexas.gov/page/bicycle-parking

14. http://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/SABikes/IB545-BicycleParkingRequirements.pdf

15. https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/SABikes/BikeRackApplication.pdf

16. http://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/SABikes/BikeRackMaintenanceAgreement-InstallationGuide.pdf

17. Photos Property of Clarence Rivera and Raquel Ortega, permission required before reuse
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I will say that growing up as a kid in an urban environment and having lived 
in cities all my life, the one achievement that everyone can look forward to 
is getting the perfect parking spot.  ~ Saul Perimutter, U.S. Astrophysicist
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