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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

MAY 21, 2018 
PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0022 – 611 WEST LYNN STREET 
WEST LINE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1899 house under an order of the Building and Standards Commission. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-and-a-half story, roughly rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with synthetic 
siding, and two prominent front-facing gables; front-gabled brick-veneered entry with a 
round-arched entry door; single, paired, and triple fenestration in various configurations, 
and a Queen-Anne-styled window with a diamond-paned pattern in the upper sash in the 
canted front-facing  first-floor gabled bay; partial-width screened porch to the right of the 
principal block of the house; single front-gabled dormer.  The house is a conglomeration of 
architectural influences, including Queen Anne, Tudor Revival, and Classical Revival, 
reflecting various architectural alterations over the years. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1899 by Roy and Helen Slaughter, who lived here until the 
mid-1940s.  Roy Slaughter made his career with Brown Brothers, a mortgage and 
investment firm, starting as a clerk, and working his way up to become the land and 
mortgage agent, and finally proprietor of the firm with his partner, George F. 
Zimmermann.  Slaughter was the grandson of a Travis County pioneer, and was influential 
in shaping the course of land titles and real estate loans in Texas.  After he died in 1944, 
his widow Helen continued to live in this house for a short period, then sold it to Charles 
and Magdalen Dildy, who lived here until the early 2000s.  Charles Dildy was born in 
Elgin, Texas, and was a family physician in Austin for many years.  He had his office 
downtown in the Capital National Bank Building for many years, before moving it to West 
Avenue, then to a Leonard Lundgren-designed building on W. 17th Street, and finally seeing 
patients in his home.  His descendants still own the property. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

This case has been around for 15 years, while the house has sat vacant and deteriorating.  
The owners began seeking a demolition permit for the house in 2003 after Dr. Dildy’s death, 
and the case was heard by the Historic Landmark Commission, which initiated a historic 
zoning case then, and again in 2006, but both cases were indefinitely postponed for 
resolution.  The owners have entertained the notion of selling the property, but have been 
sidelined with major health issues that have diverted their attention to more pressing 
matters.  The city received a complaint on the condition of the house in 2017 and 
investigated the condition, referring the case to the Building and Standards Commission as 
a dangerous structure.  The Building and Standards Commission issued an order for 
demolition of the house at the end of February, 2018. 
Staff has always taken an interest in this house, which sits near the crest of the hill on 
West Lynn Street, and has wavered between recommendations to release the demolition 
permit and pursue historic zoning.  In its current condition, and with full reflection on the 
criteria for landmark designation, staff finds it difficult to advocate for historic zoning. 
 
The house is contributing to the West Line National Register Historic District. 
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Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house may qualify as a historic landmark, but questions the strength of the case 
and takes the condition of the house into consideration: 

a. Architecture. The house reflects a mixture of styles and architectural 
influences, from the Tudor Revival massing of the steeply-pitched front 
gables, to the Classical Revival character of the side porch, and the Queen 
Anne front window. 

b. Historical association. The house is  associated with two families: Roy L. and 
Helen Slaughter, who lived here from the time of construction until the mid-
1940s, and Charles and Magdalen Dildy, who lived here from the mid-1940s 
until the early 2000s.  Roy Slaughter was a mortgage banker and Charles 
Dildy was a family physician.   

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house occupies a prominent position on West Lynn 
Street, and is one of the largest historic houses in the neighborhood. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

No recommendation.  This is a very difficult case.  The family has been seeking to demolish 
the house for over a decade now, and the house is now subject to a demolition order as a 
dangerous structure.  Objectively speaking, the strength of the case for landmark 
designation is not as strong as staff would prefer, given the owner’s opposition to 
preservation, and the condition of the house makes preservation more tenuous.  Staff fully 
understands the desire of neighborhood residents to preserve the house, and their 
frustration with the current condition and situation of the house.  The win-win situation 
here would be a willing buyer who sees the potential for preservation and reuse of this 
house and opening the large lot up for development that could fund the restoration of this 
house, but that seems to be the elusive solution. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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Minutes from the February 28, 2018 meeting of the Building and Standards Commission: 
 

6. 2018-14083 611 West Lynn Street Dr. Bethea and Magdalen Dildy Revocable Trust The 
property located at 611 West Lynn Street was represented by the owners’ daughter Laura 
Labay and family friend/ former City Council Member Randi Shade. Staff recommended 
that the unoccupied, residential structure be repaired within 89 days from the date the 
order is mailed, and that the structure remain boarded and secure until all repairs are 
complete. On the 90th day, if compliance is not met, a penalty of $250 per week would be 
assessed until all repairs were complete. 
 
The family requested demolition of the property. Chair Cloutman admitted Staff Exhibits 
1and 2A through 2N. Discussion ensued regarding demolition vs. repair of the property and 
potential historical significance. Chair Cloutman closed the public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Freiberger moved to adopt Staff’s findings of fact and conclusions of law and 
make a substitute motion to demolish the residential structure, including any accessory 
structures, within 89 days from the date the order was mailed; and, on the 90th day, if not 
in compliance, the code official would be authorized to proceed with demolition. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Avila. 
 
2 2A friendly amendment was made to the substitute motion by Commissioner Sheddan to 
amend the timeframe for demolition from 89 days to 45 days. This friendly amendment was 
seconded by Commissioner Avila, and was accepted by Commissioner Freiberger. It was 
also confirmed that the Order was to include the standard demolition language used in 
other BSC orders. The motion failed on a vote of 1-6. The Commission returned to the 
original motion made by Commissioner Freiberger, as referenced above. The motion carried 
on a 6-1 vote, with the dissenting vote by Commissioner Sheddan. 
 

 
Photograph provided by Austin Code Compliance officer to the Building and Standards 
Commission. 
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Date:  Monday, March 5, 2018 
 
Dear Steve: 
 
I'm writing to let you know that at its meeting on February 28th the Building & Standards 
Commission ordered the demolition of our family’s home located at 611 West Lynn.  Following 
the order, we filed for a demolition permit on Friday, March 2.  This triggers review by the City’s 
Historic Preservation Office.  While an administrative decision to release the demolition permit is 
possible, we expect the case to come before the Historic Landmark Commission at an 
upcoming meeting.   
 
In the past there have been lots of starts and stops and lots of emotional energy expended on 
all sides of all actions and discussions related to this house. It is a lot of house with a lot of 
challenges – challenges that have been impossible for our family to overcome and only 
worsened with each year that has passed. We are hoping for as painless and straightforward a 
process as possible this time around.   
 
Even if we had all the money in the world, this house is not salvageable nor is it safe.  It is 
not zoned as a historic property, but even if a political process resulted in the re-zoning of 
this house as historic — against my family’s wishes and many would argue also flying in the 
face of the City’s criteria — the fact remains that no part of the original house is 
salvageable, which is why the Building & Standards Commission ordered it to be 
demolished. Our family loves the special stretch of West Lynn between 6th and 12th 
Streets; it has been our home, our place of business, our community, our life’s work. We 
want to achieve a good outcome for our family and our neighbors, and we would greatly 
appreciate the communities support as we approach this transition.   
 
Yours truly, 
Laura Labay  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=611+West+Lynn&entry=gmail&source=g
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611 West Lynn Street 
ca. 1899 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
611 West Lynn Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
May, 2018 
 
1992  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 
  Physician 
 
1985-86 Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 
  Physician 
 
1981  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 
  Physician 
 
1977  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 

Physician 
 
1973  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, ownerrs 
  Physician 
 
1968  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 

Physician, 504 W. 17th Street. 
NOTE:  Magdalen Dildy was the medical secretary for her husband. 

 
1962  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 

Physician, 504 W. 17th Street 
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NOTE:  Magdalen Dildy was the medical secretary for her husband. 

 
1960  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 
  Physician, 504 W. 17th Street 
 
1957  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 

Physician, 801 West Avenue 
 
1953  Charles P. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 

Physician, 801 West Avenue 
 
1949  Charles B. and Magdalen Dildy, owners 
  Physician, 806 Capital National Bank, 114 W. 7th street. 
  NOTE:  Helen R. Slaughter is not listed in the directory. 
 
1947  Robert L. [?] and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Robert: No occupation listed 
Helen:  Junior director, American Red Cross 
NOTE:  Roy L. Slaughter died in 1944; this may be a misprint. 
NOTE:  Charles B. and Magdaline S. Dildy are listed at 608 Harthan Street.  He 
was a physician, with his office at 806 Capital National Bank Building, 114 W. 7th 
Street. 
 

1944-45 Mrs. Helen Slaughter, owner 
  Widow, Roy L. Slaughter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with George F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, real estate loans, and 
insurance, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 
 

1939  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 
Proprietor (with George F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, real estate loans, and 
insurance, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1937  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with George F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, real estate loans, and 
insurance, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1935  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1932-33 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1930-31 Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1929  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 
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1927  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1924  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments and real estate 
loans, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1922  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G. F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments, 805-08 
Scarbrough Building. 

 
1920  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G. F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, investments, 805-08 
Scarbrough Building. 

 
1918  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter, owners 

Proprietor (with G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, invstments, 805-08 
Scarbrough Building. 

 
1916  Roy L. and Helen Slaughter 

Proprietor (with J. Godron Brown and G.F. Zimmermann), Brown Brothers, 
investments, 805-08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1914  Roy L. Slaughter 

Proprietor (with J. Gordon Brown), Brown Brothers, land mortgage bankers, 805-
08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1912-13 Roy L. Slaughter 

Proprietor (with J. Gordon Brown), Brown Brothers, land mortgage bankers, 806-
08 Scarbrough Building. 

 
1910-11 Roy L. Slaughter 
  Land and mortgage agent (no place of employment listed) 

NOTE:  Brown Brothers (Robert L. and J. Gordon Brown, proprietors), land 
mortgage bankers, was located over the Central Bank and Trust Company at 614 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1909-10 Roy L. Slaughter 

Manager, Brown Brothers (Robert L. and J. Gordon Brown, proprietors), land 
mortgage bankers, over 614 Congress Avenue. 

 
1906-07 Roy L. Slaughter 

Land mortgage agent, Brown Brothers (R.L. and J. Gordon Brown, proprietors), 
land mortgage agents, over 614 Congress Avenue. 

 
1903-04 Roy L. Slaughter 

Land inspector, Brown Brothers (Robert L. and J. Gordon Brown, proprietor), 
land mortgage bankers, over City National Bank, 614 Congress Avenue. 

 
1900-01 Roy L. Slaughter 

Clerk, Brown Brothers (Robert L. and J. Gordon Brown, proprietors), land 
mortgage bankers, over 614 Congress Avenue. 
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1898-99 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Roy L. Slaughter is shown as a real estate clerk at Brown Brothers; he 
boarded at the Hotel Orr. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Roy L. and Helen Slaughter (ca. 1899 – ca. 1945) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Roy L. Slaughter as a 37-year old widower living in this house.  
He was born in Texas to a Kentucky-born father and a Virginia-born mother, and was a real 
estate agent.  With him lived his father- and mother-in-law, Joseph Granville Head, a 59-year 
old Missouri-born wholesale dry goods salesman, and his wife, Eugene A. Head, 54, who had 
been born in Arkansas and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Roy L. and Helen Slaughter as the owners of this house.  Roy L. 
Slaughter was 40, was born in the United States, and was an investment banker.  Helen 
Slaughter was 28, had been born in Ohio, and had no occupation listed.  They had a servant, 
Dona Brown, 35, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows R.L. and Helen R. Slaughter as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $17,500.  R.L. Slaughter was a 57-year old Texas-born real estate dealer.  Helen R. 
Slaughter was 40, had been born in Ohio, and had no occupation listed.  They had no children 
listed with them. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows R.L. and Helen Slaughter as the owners of this house, which was 
worth $6,000.  R.L. Slaughter was 67, and was a real estate broker.  Helen Slaughter was 50, 
and was a secretary in a mortgage company.  They had a servant, Dona Brown, 59. 
 
Roy L. Slaughter’s 1944 death certificate shows that he was living in this house at the time of 
his death.  He was born in Travis County in 1872, and was an investment banker.  Helen R. 
Slaughter was born in Columbus, Ohio, and died in 1984 in Austin. 
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A portion of the interview Roy L. Slaughter gave to the newspaper on the Farm Loan Act 

Austin Statesman, March 12, 1922 
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Story on the death of Helen Slaughter’s mother at this house 

Austin Statesman, February 8, 1933 
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Obituary of Roy L. Slaughter 

Austin American-Statesman, March 19, 1944 
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Charles B. and Magdalen Dildy (ca. 1945 – ca. 2001) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles B. and Magdalene Dildy as the renters of the house at 
2404 Enfield Road.  Charles B. Dildy was 30, had been born in Texas, and was a medical 
doctor in private practice.  Magdalene Dildy was 31, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
Dr. Charles B. Dildy was born in Elgin, Texas in 1909, and died in 2001.  Magdalen Steger Dildy 
was born in Austin in 1909 and died in 2009. 
 

 
Dr. Dildy 
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Story on the marriage of Charles Dildy and Magdalen Steger 

Austin Statesman, July 17, 1939 
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Story detailing Dr. Charles Dildy’s career 

Austin Statesman, August 2, 1965 
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Story on the marriage of Kathleen Dildy, daughter of Charles and Magdaln Dildy, to Lambert 

Labay 
Austin American-Statesman, June 23, 1968 

 
 
 


