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STREET PATIO 
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City of Austin, Texas
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City of Austin______________________________________________________ 
Austin Transportation Department, Right of Way Management Division 
3701 Lake Austin Blvd., Austin, Texas 78703 

P a g e  1 | City of Austin Sidewalk Café Application 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A TEMPORARY SIDEWALK CAFÉ/STREET PATIO PERMIT 
Please read the Sidewalk Café Handbook or the Street Patio Handbook for important guidance information. The 
Handbooks includes Design Requirements. Be certain to follow those requirements. The handbooks and all other 
documents referenced in this application are available at austintexas.gov/sidewalkcafe.

About Sidewalk Café Permits: Sidewalk Cafés and Street Patios are not permanent structures; they are a temporary 
use of the public Right of Way permitted as a type of sidewalk café under the City of Austin Land Development Code 
Chapter 14-4, Sidewalk Cafes. Please see section on Sidewalk Café Permit Authorization, Ord. No. 20140828-074, Pt. 3, 
9-8-14.

Applicants for Sidewalk Café Permits must be businesses licensed to serve food and beverages. The applicant does not 
have to be the property owner; but if they are not the owner, they must hold a valid lease for the building.

To obtain the necessary permit, please submit this application to the Right Of Way Management Division, Austin 
Transportation Department, at the address below. Only businesses with approved permits are allowed to operate 
Sidewalk Cafes and/or Street Patios in the City’s Right of Way. Please read the handbook, this application form, and all 
attachments. For a consultation and to set up an appointment with the Right of Way Division, please call 512-974-7180 
or 311. 

City of Austin, Transportation Department 
Right Of Way Management Division 

512-974-7180
3701 Lake Austin Blvd., Austin, TX 78703 

For General Questions: Walk-in Hours – Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

STEPS TO OBTAIN A SIDEWALK CAFÉ PERMIT 
1. Review the Sidewalk Café Handbook and/or the Street Patio Handbook. Ensure that the proposed Sidewalk

Café and/or the Street Patio complies with all design guidelines and requirements listed, as well as the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

2. Submit the notarized application, the non-refundable $100 application fee, and required supporting
documentation.

3. Communicate with ROW staff as requested during the review period. Allow 30 days for review of the
application, the documentation packet, and any site issues with the proposed location.

4. If the Sidewalk Cafe is approved, pay the annual $200 permit fee (up to five years may be paid in advance); If the
Street Patio is approved, pay the annual $2,000 permit fee (up to five years may be paid in advance). The
applicant will need to sign a notarized Sidewalk Café Maintenance Agreement and thereafter, a Sidewalk Café
Permit can be activated by Right of Way Management.

PLEASE NOTE: A full application must be submitted annually, unless multiple years fees (up to five) are paid in
advance.
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