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Common Elements
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SAFE BIKE LANES

Common Elements

Despite a lack of bike facilities, Congress Avenue
is a heavily-used route for cyclists. The Avenue
intersects numerous urban bike routes as well

as the trail system around Lady Bird Lake. The
introduction of grade-separated bike lanes will
create a safer route for cyclists of all ages and
ability levels, strengthening the Avenue’s role as
central spine of Austin’s bike network.

SUPPORTING KEY THEMES

MOBILITY & CONNECTIVITY

ENVIRONMENT

Lady Bird Lake
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Existing Conditions:
Cyclist shares a vehicle lane on Congress Ave

Precedent:
Dedicated bike lane at the same level as the sidewalk

and protected from vehicles. Dexter Avenue, Seattle
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SPACES FOR CELEBRATION

Common Elements

Congress Avenue is the political, cultural, historic, and symbolic
center of Texas’s capital city. The Avenue hosts a diverse range of
parades, festivals and protests that can attract thousands of visitors
throughout the year. A flexible design for the northernmost
portion of the Avenue, adjacent to the Texas Capitol, will create

a place that can function equally well as a parade route, festival
ground and an urban street.
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SIDEWALKS FOR PEOPLE

Common Elements

Congress Avenue is one of Austin’s most iconic places, lined with local businesses,
cultural institutions, and global offices. The design of the Avenue will respect its
status as a National Historic District and provide a spacious and dynamic tree-shaded
public realm that connects and supports these destinations with places for people to
stroll, mingle, and participate in urban life.

SUPPORTING KEY THEMES

Existing Conditions
Most of the ROW is currently dedicated to

vehicles, leaving minimal sidewalk and public space.

Precedent

Wider sidewalks that are inviting and include an array
of public amenities.
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REFRESH THE BRIDGEY |

Common Elements

Bike connection
to Butler Trail

The Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge connects two of Austin’s

most vibrant pedestrian districts. On spring and fall evenings, the bridge
becomes a lively destination as residents and visitors gather to watch the

Congress Avenue Bat Colony. The design for the bridge should reflect
its importance as an iconic destination, provide safe bike and pedestrian
movement, and create shaded spaces to linger, sightsee, and learn.

SUPPORTING KEY THEMES

CULTURE & HISTORY

MOBILITY & CONNECTIVITY

ENVIRONMENT

Existing Conditions

Both cyclists and pedestrians share the sidewalk that
is unprotected from fast moving traffic. Bat viewing
crowds regularly spill into traffic lanes, creating unsafe
conditions.

Precedents

Cyclists and pedestrians should be protected from
traffic by a vehicle barrier; this would allow the railing
at the bridge’s edge to be re-imagined. Bringing the
bike lane up to the level of the sidewalk allows for
spillover by crowds at “peak times” while maintaining a
clear walking path.
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GOALS

e Increase capacity and safety for
pedestrians and cyclists

e Respect the historic character
and design of the bridge with

any modifications

® Enhance the bridge as a
destination

® Provide shade and greening
opportunities

Precedents

Shade canopy size, location, and materials should
respect the character and design of the bridge. Drought
tolerant planting could be incorporated to help “green”
the bridge.

Vehicle barrier protects
bike lanes and pedestrians

Potential “greening”

Potential shade
canopy locations

opportunities

Bike connection
to Butler Trail

Potential shade canopy
with benches and
interpretive signage

Bike lane at level of

sidewalk




ACTIVE GROUND FLOORS

Common Elements

In many places along Congress Avenue active ground floor uses such
as cafés, retail, event venues, and busy building lobbies animate the

sidewalks today. However, large stretches of the Avenue

due to blank facades, empty storefronts, and few building entries.
Urban design guidelines for Congress Avenue will improve ground

floor activations through a variety of strategies.

SUPPORTING KEY THEMES
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HEALTHY LANDSCAPES

Common Elements

Formerly a spring bed, Congress Avenue plays a central role in capture
of stormwater from adjacent spaces. It has the potential to serve as a
third continuous green finger through downtown—centered between
Shoal and Waller Creeks. A majestic tree canopy will not only frame
views to the Capitol, but provide continuous habitat from the Capitol to
the Lake. The design of street tree planting and stormwater capture will
be optimized to allow the Avenue to live up to this potential.

Along with Shoal Creek and Waller Creek,

SUPPORTING KEY THEMES STORMWATER FLOW
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AN URBAN AVENUE

Common Elements

Congress Avenue is an integral part of Downtown Austin’s growing
multimodal transportation network. It will be crucial for any
proposed design to respond to current regional mobility patterns, as
well as to provide for multiple modes of transportation that can help
absorb Central Austin’s growing population.
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Downtown Destination
North of 6th Street, Congress
Avenue has excess vehicular
capacity and could benefit from

an expanded public realm
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A MULTIMODAL FUTURE

Common Elements

As Downtown Austin and the surrounding
neighborhoods continue to attract more
residents and jobs, strategies to mitigate
congestion will become even more
important. As part of this initiative, a

Flow Alignment

Intersection Delay During # of Lanes
AM Peak Traffic (Seconds) N
unacceptable delay State CaPItOI
0 50; 100 150 200
@ 11th Street o 1th

pand Public Realm

study was commissioned to determine how § 10th
regional trends and future development :
would affect traffic along Congress Avenue. § ah
' t
Travel demand is projected to increase by .5% each year, : s
. . . : Analysed
plus trips generated by new development, in particular, ; y
the South Central Waterfront. Without any improve- Breakdown of i 8th
L . . . Multimodal Shift :
ments, most of these additional trips will be by vehicle. by Scenario :
}_;{ SCWF* | Overall** 3
; -8 7th
: © 2
2040 traffic without bike + ped improvements 30% 0% : —g E
: ) O o
2040 traffic with improvements and low mode shift 40% 4% : : o 6th
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}—I—i i
Improved bike, pedestrian, and transit facilities i
could mitigate congestion by shifting up to 12% of :
trips to alternative modes of transportation in 2040 : 4th
i E Analysed 3rd
With no room to expand Congress Avenue’s Right of Way or the I
Congress Ave Bridge, it will be vital to increase the capacity for non- :
vehicular modes of transportation. A successful design must accomodate : nd
the Avenue’s dual function as a regional connector (especially south of
Cesar Chavez) and as a downtown avenue.
@ CesariChavez &
Locating new development close to downtown and implementing . o Cesar Chavez

transportation demand management programs can mitigate new trips : I
generated by 30% to 60%. ..F

{_ The 2014 Austin Bike Master Plan envisions that 15% of trips less than
O O 3 miles and 7% of trips less than 9 miles will be by bicycle.
°

Typically, people will choose to walk rather than drive for distances be-

====2-= tween 1/4 and 1/2 mile. The Congress Avenue Bridge is ~ 1/4 mile long.
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nAnalysed LAKE

> . .
-~ A frequent circulator route could link all parts of Congress Avenue to-

a gether, as well as connect to city-wide high capacity transit proposed in
the CapMetro Connections 2025 Plan.

The alternative configurations are able to significantly increase person
carrying capacity across the bridge in a peak hour and peak direction due
to expanding the space for people traveling by foot, bicycle, and scooter
as well as improving the efficiency of these spaces by removing bicycle
conflicts from the sidewalk.
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Peak Hour Person Capacity of Congress Ave
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Analysis Notes:

* The new vehicular trips due to the South Central Waterfront are assumed to be 30% less than standard calculations for the
no build based on very'central location of the development. In the alternative scenarios these new trips are assumed to range
from 40% less to 60% less than standard calculations depending on the success of mode shift.

Enhance Multimodal Infrastructre to Mitigate Congestion

** The existing trips in all scenarios are increased at 0.5% per year to 2040. The no build scenario assumes no reduction from
this value. Alternatives are assumed to be between 4% and 12% less than this number of trips depending on the success of
mode shift.

Station 4 gjcr NGRESS

Public Event 3: Imagine! AVEN



