
 

ACCESSORY APARTMENT ORDINANCE PROPOSAL 
 
The Accessory Apartment is established to provide for the encouragement and promotion of an 
environment for  family  life by providing for the establishment of accessory apartments in 
one-family detached  dwellings  on individual  lots .   The purpose is to provide flexibility for the 
changes in household size associated with life cycle; to offer financial security for home buyers; 
to offer security against problems associated with frailty in old age (caregiver, mother-in-law 
plan); allow age in place; create attainable affordability options; offset gentrification and 
displacement.  
 
•Providing housing opportunities to young families, single parents, veterans, seniors, town 
employees and employees of small local businesses. 
•Providing income to residents, especially those with modest incomes, to remain in their homes. 
•Adding units to the Housing Inventory at  little cost. 
•Scattering affordable housing throughout the town. 
•Contributing to the efficient use of land and structures. 
•Adding a unit of housing without increasing a home’s footprint, which means less 
environmental impact. 
 
 

- Cost for an ADU can be from 150k to 200k 
- Cost for accessory apartment can be as little as a kitchen remodel 
- Apartment is an accessory use to the principal home and the homeowner (owner 

occupied) 
- Apartment does not alter the form of a single family home 
- Utilities are shared with the primary structure 
- Internal connection maintained between the apartment and the home (doorway) 
- Accessory apartment permit is required so it may be tracked since it is only available for 

owner occupied properties 
- Maximum size of apartment is 600 sqft 
- May not construct both ADU and apartment. 
- FAR is counted since it is part of the primary structure 

 
 
 
 
HOUSING BONUS OPPORTUNITY- because this can truly be considered as accessory to the 
principal structure’s use by an owner, it is not a separate dwelling unit.  This can pose 
opportunities to be creative for special affordability bonus considerations.  IE: For owner 
occupied, in zones where ADU’s allowed and when using street scale preservation, accessory 
apartment can still be allowed in the principal structure, however additional parking space is 
required on site and rent must be at or below XX%MFI. 
 

http://www.codepublishing.com/UT/Provo/cgi/defs.pl?def=48
http://www.codepublishing.com/UT/Provo/cgi/defs.pl?def=34
http://www.codepublishing.com/UT/Provo/cgi/defs.pl?def=75


 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
The accessory apartment may be created 

A- inside the home through an internal conversion of the housing unit maintaining an 
internal connection between living  areas ; or 

B- By an addition to the house, containing an internal connection between the accessory 
apartment and the principal part of the  dwelling unit ; provided, that the addition will not alter the 
one-family character of the  building . 
 
Appearance. The accessory apartment shall not alter the appearance of the  structure  as a 
one-family residence  dwelling . There shall be no external evidence of occupancy by more than 
one (1)  family , such as two (2) front facing doors.  
 
Occupancy. For purposes of a  one-family dwelling  with an accessory apartment 

A- The  dwelling  shall be the owner’s  primary residence  
B- The  dwelling  must be owner-occupied by 
C- The accessory apartment within the  structure  may be occupied by no more than two  

(2) related or unrelated adults, with or without minor children. 
 
Parking.  For a   one-family dwelling on a single lot, an accessory apartment is not required to 
have parking.  Any additional dwelling units shall require parking. 
 
Utility Meters. A  one-family dwelling  with an accessory apartment shall share a single water, 
gas, and electricity utility service, and each meter shall be in the  property  owner’s name. 
 
Addresses. The accessory apartment and the principal part of the  dwelling unit  may each have 
its own address. 
 
Outside Entrances. Any new outside entrance to the accessory apartment shall be on the side 
or rear of the  building . Only one (1) front entrance shall be visible from the  front yard . 
 
Building Codes. All existing construction and remodeling shall comply with  building  codes in 
effect at the time of the original construction or remodeling. Newly constructed accessory 
apartment shall meet current  building  codes. 
 
Kitchens. A  one-family dwelling  with an accessory apartment is permitted two (2)  kitchens ; one 
(1) for the principal part of the  dwelling  and one (1) for the accessory apartment. No other 
kitchens , wet bars or other food preparation  areas  are permitted. 
 
Accessory  Apartment  Permit. Any  person  constructing or causing the construction of a 
one-family dwelling  that has an accessory apartment or any  person  remodeling or causing the 
remodeling of a  one-family dwelling  for an accessory apartment, or any  person  desiring an 
accessory apartment, shall obtain an accessory apartment permit from the Community 
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Development  Department. Such  permit  shall be in addition to any  building  permits that may be 
necessary. Before an accessory apartment permit is issued, the applicant shall: 
Submit a site plan drawn accurately to scale that shows  property  lines and dimensions, the 
location of existing  buildings  and  building  entrances, proposed  buildings  or additions, 
dimensions from  buildings  or additions to  property  lines, the location of parking stalls, and utility 
meters. 
 
Include detailed floor plans drawn to scale with labels on rooms indicating  uses  or proposed 
uses . Floor plans must have the interior connection clearly labeled. 
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