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Austin Urban Trails

Urban Trails Plan, 2014
● Provides guidelines and plans for 

developing Urban trails in Austin

● Urban Trail = Multi-use pathway for 
both recreation and alternative 
transportation 

● Envisions 47 new miles of Urban Trail 
in next 20 years, over 300 miles total

● Includes vision for Shoal Creek Trail: 
○ Tier 1 Priority (Lake to 38th)
○ Tier 2 Priority (North of 38th)



Shoal Creek Trail Plan

Big Vision: Tie into a 30-mile trail loop 
around the city, connecting east, west 
north and central Austin

Project Goal:  Create a plan for 
improving, connecting and extending 
the Shoal Creek Trail for education, 
recreation, transportation in a way 
that builds on its natural and historic 
character

Implementation: $66 million with four 
phases as well as community-identified 
near-term priority projects



• 3 Community Advisory Group Meetings with over 70 stakeholder groups

• 3 Community Workshops with over 230 attendees

• Online and paper public health survey 

• Presentations to neighborhood association and other outreach strategies

Project Website: www.shoalcreekconservancy.org/trailplan

 Public Outreach & Engagement: May 2018 to Present



 Guiding Principles



Proposed 13-mile Route

Segment A (3.9 miles)
• Lake to 38th Street: Improved off-street trail
• 15th to 29th Streets: New Urban Trail along 

Lamar Blvd.

Segment B (5.6 miles) 
• 38th Street to Hwy 183:  2-way protected bikeway 

and wider sidewalk along Shoal Creek Blvd.    
(with rain gardens where possible)

Segment C (3.3miles)
• Hwy 183 to Walnut Creek Trail: 2-way protected 

bikeway along Neils Thompson Drive and Braker 
Lane to Red Line Trail



Priority Project #1: Shoal Creek Boulevard (Approx. $1.425 M)

Existing Condition

Proposed Condition



 Priority Project #2: Wayfinding & Interpretation
(Approx. $350k)



 Priority Project #3: Safe Crossings (Approx. $475k)



 Priority Project #4: Cypress (3rd) & Shoal (Approx. $5.95M)



 Priority Project #5: 5th to 15th



Next Steps:
● Boards, commissions and public feedback

● Adoption as guiding document by Public Works

● Consideration as addendum to Urban Trails 
       Master Plan during next revision process

● Implementation of priority projects

Contacts: 
Joanna Wolaver
Executive Director
Shoal Creek Conservancy
joanna@shoalcreekconservancy.org
512-474-2412

Next Steps & Thank You 

Photos:  Ted Lee Eubanks

Janae Spence
Urban Trails Program Manager
Public Works Department
janae.spence@austintexas.gov
512-974-3159

mailto:joanna@shoalcreekconservancy.org
mailto:janae.spence@austintexas.gov


 Extra Slides



Project Partners, Consultant Team & Supporters

Community Advisory & Technical Advisory Group Members

Thanks to Downtown Austin Alliance, Jack and Carolyn Long, Constructive Ventures, Georgia B. 
Lucas Foundation Fund, St. David’s Foundation, The Powell Foundation, Charles and Betti 

Saunders Foundation Fund



Project Implementation
 

Total Cost: $66 Million with phasing

Focus First on Priority Projects to:
● Close major “gaps” along the main spine to 

improve safety, accessibility and connectivity

● Implement low-cost projects with that will 

make a big difference

● Leverage partnerships with public and 

private project owners

● Wayfinding & interpretation to announce 

and celebrate the entire pathway


