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303 W. 5th Street 
ca. 1928 

 

 
2008 photograph showing historic storefront 

 

 
2009 photograph 
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2017 photograph showing the painted stone treatment over the stucco shown in earlier 

photographs and the removal of the front part of the interior to create the enclosed 
courtyard 
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July, 2018 photograph 

 

 
Detail of façade treatment (July, 2018) 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
303 W. 5th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2008 
 
1987  Cash-A-Check 
  Mark Plowman, general manager 
 
1977  Automatic Transmission Center 
  Gabino “Gabby” Moreno, Jr., proprietor 
 
1967  Thompson Photo Engraving 
  John B. Thompson, proprietor 
 
1957  The address is not separately listed. 

NOTE:  C.B. Smith Motors was located in this building, but had an 
address of 301 W. 5th Street. 

 
 
 
1953  The address is not separately listed. 

NOTE:  C.B. Smith Motors was located in this building, but had an 
address of 301 W. 5th Street. 

 
1949  The address is not separately listed. 

NOTE:  C.B. Smith Motors was located in this building, but had an 
address of 301 W. 5th Street. 

 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  Firestone Auto Supply and Service 
  Tires 
  R.I. Estlack, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1937  Firestone Auto Supply and Service Station 
  Jack L. McCollom, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1935  Firestone Service Stores 
  W.H. Holloway, manager 

NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1932-33 Firestone Service Stores 
  C.C. Lindsey, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1930-31 Firestone Service Stores 



303 W. 5th Street - 5 

  A.E. Johnson, president 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
1929  Tire Service Company 
  Firestone tires and USL batteries 
  A. Bryan Spires, proprietor 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1927  The listing is residential. 
 

 
An advertisement for C.B. Smith Motors in the Austin American-Statesman, January 14, 
1945 shows the building at 303 W. 5th Street in the middle right of the photograph. 
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows a one-story dwelling on the site. 

 
 

The 1935 Sanborn map shows tire sales and service on the current site.  A. Bryan 
Spires opened Tire Service Company at 301-03 W. 5th Street in 1928; it became the 
Firestone Service Store by 1930 and remained so until the mid-1940s. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows a photo engraving business in the building; Thompson 
Photo Engraving is listed in city directories in the 1960s at this address. 
 

 
Building permit to Mrs. Ben F. Marshall to enclose the filling station which had been on 
the corner of 5th and Lavaca; this permit likely had no effect on the building at 303 W. 5th 
Street. 
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Building permit to remodel the building (1975) indicates that the building is on Lots 7 and 
8, which would include this building. 
 
The building underwent some remodeling when it was converted from a tattoo parlor to a 
bar in 2000. 


