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301 W. 5th Street 
ca. 1928 

 
2008 photograph of the building showing the stepped parapet wall, stucco finish, and 

arched window openings 
 

 
2017 photograph showing the modifications to the parapet and storefront 
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July, 2018 photograph 

 
OCCUPANCY HISTORY 

301 W. 5th Street 
 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2008 
 
1992  No return 
 
1987  Vacant 
 
1981  Vacant 
 
1977  WD of Austin 
  Radio distributors 
  Jerry Cobb, proprietor 
 
1975  Capitol Glass and Mirror Company 

Plate and window glass, storefronts, mirror, and furniture tops, residential 
and commercial. 

  Hilton A. Duke, president 
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1969  Capitol Glass and Mirror 
  Hilton A. Duke, proprietor 
 
1967  Capitol Glass and Mirror 
  Hilton Duke, manager 
 
1963  Austin Civic Theater 
  No description is given in the directory. 
 
1957  C. B. Smith Motors Used car lot 
  Dodge and Plymouth cars 
  Cecil B. Smith, president 
 
1953  C.B. Smith Motors 
  Automobiles 
  Cecil B. Smith, proprietor 
 
1947  C.B. Smith Motors 
  Dodge and Plymouth cars 
  Cecil B. Smith, proprietor 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-07 W. 5th Street. 
 
1949  C.B. Smith Motors 
  Dodge and Plymouth cars 
  Cecil B. Smith, proprietor 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-07 W. 5th Street. 
 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
1941  Firestone Auto Supply and Service 
  Tires 
  P.I. Estlack, manager 
  NOTE: The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1937  Firestone Auto Supply and Service Station 
  Jack L. McCollom, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1935  Firestone Service Stores 
  W.H. Holloway, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1932-33 Firestone Service Stores 
  C.C. Lindsey, manager 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1930-31 Firestone Service Stores 
  A.E. Johnson, president 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1929  Tire Service Company 
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  Firestone tires and USL batteries 
  A. Bryan Spires, proprietor 
  NOTE:  The address is listed as 301-03 W. 5th Street. 
 
1927  The listing is residential. 
 

 
 

 
Advertisement for the Firestone store 

Austin American, March 9, 1936 
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Ad for C.B. Smith Dodge and Plymouth dealership, 301-07 W. 5th Street 

Austin American-Statesman, January 14, 1945 
The building in the foreground is 301 W. 5th Street at the corner of Lavaca Street after the 1944 
renovations that filled in the original filling station openings with display windows.  Although the original 
roofline remains, the showroom windows and transoms have been covered over with stuccoed arches 
and the windows have all been replaced.  The ad also shows the south side of the 300 block of W. 5th 
Street to west 307, including what is now the Whiskey Bar at 303 W. 5th Street, the Rainbow Cattle 
Company at 305 W. 5th Street, and the former home of Hot Jumbo Bagel at 307 W. 5th Street. 
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Biography of C.B. Smith 

Central Texas Business and Professional 
Directory, 1952 
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Advertisement for CB Smith Motors 

Austin American, April 30, 1956 
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows a dwelling on this lot. 

 

 
The 1935 Sanborn map shows a filling station and tire sales facility on this site (top right 
corner).  City directories show that A. Bryan Spires opened a Firestone store here in 
1929; it was the Firestone Tire Store and a service station until the mid-1940s. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the building as the Austin Civic Theater; city directories 
for the period show it was C.B. Smith Motors’ used car lot in the late 1950s, and the 
Austin Civic Theater in the early 1960s. 
 

 
Building permit to Mrs. Ben F. Marshall to enclose the filling station (1944). 
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Building permit to remodel the building (1975) 

 

 
Sewer service permit (1928) 

 
The building was converted from a glass tinting shop to a bar in 2002. 


