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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JULY 23, 2018
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0311
2204 San Antonio Street

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1968 building.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, flat-roofed building built in the Neoeclectic Mansard style. The
building is clad in brick masonry and has an arched colonnade that spans the central bay.
Fenestration includes fixed aluminum-sash arched windows and fully glazed paired
aluminum doors.

RESEARCH

The building was constructed around 1968 following a capital campaign by 54 Baptist
churches in Austin. J. C. Construction Co. was the general contractor; no architect is listed.
The building has served as the Baptist Student Center for its entire life, hosting classes,
gatherings, coordination of local community service programs and international mission
projects, and religious and community events.

STAFF COMMENTS

The building may meet one criterion for designation as a historic landmark, but it does not
appear to meet the designation threshold of two criteria.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is 50 years old, having been constructed around 1968.

2) The building retains a high degree of integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation
(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property appears to
demonstrate significance according to one criterion.

a. Architecture. The house is built in the Neoeclectic Modern style and does not
appear to possess architectural distinction.

b. Historical association. The building does not appear to have significant
historical associations that contributed significantly to the history of the city,
state, or nation; or represent a significant portrayal of the cultural practices
or way of life of a definable group of people in a historic time.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield
significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. For the past fifty years, the building has been home to the
Baptist Student Center (or Union), which has hosted programs, classes, and
events. In its strategic location near UT and purpose-built facilities to guide
and minister to Baptist and other students, the property may possess a
unique location and physical characteristics that contribute to the character,
image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas. However, it
should be noted that since the building was constructed just fifty years ago,
the community value has developed outside of the historic period.
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the building. If the Commaission votes to
release the permit, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, and completion of a
City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History
Center.
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South elevation.

Occupancy History
1968-present Baptist Student Center
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Background Research

The existing building is the third home to the Baptist Student Union of Texas. The Union’s
first purpose-built home was a one-story building at 415 W. 22nd Street constructed in 1949

“to meet the spiritual and fellowship needs of Baptist students of college age.” By 1957, the
Union had outgrown its headquarters and moved into the Brackenridge Home, a three-

story building at 2204 San Antonio Street.

In 1967, 54 local Baptist churches undertook a $100,000 capital campaign to fund a new
building. The campaign chair noted that the “student Union is the contact point between
the students and the Baptist church of the community,” while the director of the UT Baptist
Student Union called the Brackenridge Home “woefully outworn, outdated and totally

inadequate to house the type of program needed... The inadequate facilities of the present
student center and the growing student population demand immediate action and concern

on the part of each church and every Baptist.”

In 1968, the new center was constructed at a cost of $152,000. The building included a
range of spaces, including classrooms; gathering, social, and study areas; offices; and a
library. Over the next decades, the building would host classes and events for Baptist
students and others, with financial support from the Baptist General Convention of Texas
and Austin congregations. Community events in the building’s early years included an
international student tea (1970), a theater production of “The Dead” (1973), Christian
music performances (1974 and 1977), and an annual World Fair (mentioned in 1976). A
1974 newspaper article said that the Baptist Student Center “could easily be mistaken

for...[a] community service agency”

due to its heavy involvement in campus, city, state, and

world missions. At the time, programs included Bible studies, tutoring, coordination of
community service projects in East Austin and with senior citizens, and international
mission projects. “It’s a place where you can apply your Christianity,” said staffer Ann

Moore.

| Consiruction of Baptisi

Construction of Baptist Student Center Begun

The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Mar 25, 1949,

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman
pg. 5

Coosiruetion hay slarted on line
5275,00 studert cemier ai the Uni-
versity Baptist Church, the Rev.
Blake Smith, pasior, ankotnged Frie
day.

Cnntmst for the building has
been awarded to the J. M. Gdom
Company. which expecis to com-
plete  consiruction in aboul 10
monihs,

‘The student rernter ix being Luilt
caaperatively by the Usniversity
Baptist Chutch #nd ihe exoculive
hazrd of the Bapiist Generat Con-
wention of Texas, which has con.
{ribuled SIOD0A te the project
M will serve re s, sacizl and
S recrealionnl needs tha Baptist
4 citidents ot the University of Texas,

Pinns for the boilding were drawn
hy Caclton Brush, architect, work.
ing wilh a bullding temmities]
headed 5y Dr. R T, Wilson, az!

Student Cenler Begun

ehalrman, The cammitice inciuded
Dr. and Mrs. G . Colvert, Mrx
R T. Wilsan, 1o Fric Lapze, Lr.
ard Mrs, Blaxe Snuth, Or, C. 5.
Gardmer Tr. and Mrs, Tal P. By-
e, 1. B. Barrew, J. F. Clazk, Mrs.
John Aveock, Mrs. W, I, Richards,
Mrs. Charles Cyrus. Mrs,  Dave
Cheavens, Dz, and Mrs. Ho W, New-
mon, Gerald E. Williams, Mrs T
A, skipwash, Mrs T. C. BeCor-
mitk, brs. €, R. Neagan, Harris
Brush, Jirs. W. L. Chapinan, ard
Mrs. I. H. Lumpkin
Lir. Smith said the land gn which
the building is 10 be consirocted
wag purchiased ©y Miss Hoberta
Lavender, one 3f the criginal mem-
hers of the University Baplist
Church, Mrs. Lavender made the
BUTChaAsSe many vars ags, he ex-
plained, believing that the chureh
woutid need to expend.

e copyright owner. Furher reproduction prohibited withoul permission

“Constructzon of' Bapﬁst Student Center Begun,” The Austin Statesman, 3/25/1949. This appears to

have been the first purpose-built Baptist Student Center.
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The previous building at 2204 San Antonio Street hotograpb ca. 1913), which served as the home
of Dr. R. J. Brackenridge before becoming the second Baptist Student Center in 1957. The building
was demolished and replaced by the current building.

Baptist Student Union Goes Into New Home

The dustin American (1914-1973); Jan 6, 1957;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Siatesman
pg. C14

s Daptist Student Union
Goes Into New Home -
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The Brackenridge Home, a1
Austin showplsee of years past,
maves intp & new rale Sunday. ns
headquarters for the Baptist Stu-
dent Union, an organizalion of
Uziversity of Texas studenis and
other young sdults.

The properly al 2204 8an Antonlo
Street has bren remodeled and
redecorated 'to serve the needs of
‘the BSU,

George W, Traver, president of
the BSU, ‘said oh open house will
be held at the new headguarters
Sunday frem 2 unlil 5 pm. A
forsnat  dedication pregram wilh
several Baplisi lesders participale
ing wilk be held Sunday al 3 pam.

Tra BSU {ormarly vsed the Bap-
tist Student Centor. af 415 West

N ! toL

and -Bireot as its hesdguarters,
But “grewtd and - expansion has
made it necessory for the organie
zasion to seek new quarters, Tra-
ver axplainad. The Bapiist Student
Centor now will Be used solely oy
the University . Baptist  Church,
Pians call {or use o¢f the center
& an sducstional building, -

The Rev, Hardy Clemmons will
contizlle o 'serve 23- dircetor, and
vaunseior for the RSU, Miss. M
nice Parker' is divectar of - inler-
nalivnzt student work and Dr. W,

. Raines is dircctor of the Bibls
Chair, .

Traver sajd the: BSU -is. spos-
sored in cosperation withh {he Bags
tisl ‘General .Coaventids of Toxas
aml tha  Austin- Baplist, Assoviar
tlon. It mow- serves 3,000 siudents
at UT, he added. | .

4 complete new finish inside and
eut bas been given the two-siory.
building ihat will. bouse the BSK
affizes alter Sunday, The new site
hag been streamlined ingide with
new, sders  furnishings; - and

Austin American-United Press
versity of Texas. The new headquarters:
will be dedicated in ceremonies to be con-
diicted at 3 p. m. Stinday. An open house
will be held from 2 until 5 p. m.

madernized oulside with 8 fresh

cont o_f pank - paint., The  grounds

gre heing leveled and landsesped,
e T

This newly decorated building is the new
headquarters for the Baptist Student Un-
ioh, an organization serving about 3,000
Baptist young people attending the Uni-

e copyright ewner. Further reprecuction pronikited without parmission.

“Baptist Student Union Goes into New Home,” The Austin American, 1/6/1957.



Baptists Launch Building Drive
41!

The Austis e

DR, RALPH SMITH
Gogerat Campaign choirman

0 10, 1967,
The Austin American Statesman

#. & IRVIN
Arneunces drive

Baptists Launch

Building

A capltal funds campalgn has
been Jaunched by 54 Austin
Baptist churches to  raise
§100,600 for a new Baptist
Student Union building at the|
University of Texas,

The nunouncement was made!
by Rev. W. A, Jrein, area
missionary of the Austin Baptist
Assoclation; Rev. Don Murdeck,
director of the UT Baptist
Student Union; and Rev. Gerdon
Bays, moderator of the Austin
Baptist A

Drive

Baptist work,” Rev. Murdock
sald.

Mo said the Bapist studept
conter Is » . medlum  through
‘which nli Baplist churches in
Austin and in the state “can

in thelr

Chaitman,  Gilge toembors ol
the ramplgn Executlye Com
ilea  ave Ml [
birs, biecbect Boarn, hov, Ray|
fuprhette, Ws, Tan Ctvness
R, ity 0 Clarke, Clyde

Copus,

Rav, Logan Cumnanlngs, Bivs
Wili b Dawis, Dr. ¥
Daphany, Ir, 1, €. Feans, Dr
B Gloves, Frauk B, Hoblaway
and Harold Riley,

I acegpting (o n
Campmgn  chairmanship,
Sellly soltt the sdent ¥
progrim at e Unive [
Texas is  “communily-wide In|
nzldra aud i heyand tha seepe
or capabliily o wry Imilvllun
chureh to undertake
aueocslally.”

Dy, Smila sald of ak tpe
stadents who enrcll at UT this)
Fail approximateiy 5,506 of e
will be Banhst ar hava a Bupdis)]
preference. He paid hal 70 peg|
cont of the et siudenls now|
warticipatting In the proprams
and melivitics of ke BapLs!|
Sudent Union at UL ate not
Sapllsts ard (hat this ‘oot
prdaseais a  “temeadods
challenge and  onporiunity o
Bepdists cf Austhy boemuss e
studeit Unioa s dhie condeci
noint bebwesn ibe ptudents angd
the  Baptlst  church of the

=

students to the colloge eampus™

Rev, Murdock sald the student
unipn s on the campis “lo
provide n vital Christian witness
fo olf areas of the campus and
to be n {angible testimony ta
Baptist  stodents  that  their

Dr. Raiph Smith, paster of (he
Hyde Park Baplist Church, has
been named General Campaign|
Chaivman, The drive will bel
conducied  among  the 26,000
members of the 54 Daptisi)
churches in Austin,

Campaign headquarters have
Been established ot 2204 San
Antonip, Toom 4. Robert
Flournoy s campaign direetor.|
Headquarters telophone pumber
is GR 6-5826.

Ms, Jack C, Goodman, a
member of the First Baptist
Church, wiil serve as Women's|

“Baptists Launch Building Drive,” The Austin American, 6/10/1967.

is  intelligently
concerned sbowt their spivfiaat
welfare snd s willing o invest
liberatly in this behalf.”

Rev. Murdack sald the student
union at the University Is where
the Baptist Blble Chalr, ene of
the two largest Bible chairs in
the state, is located, *Through
its  uplvorsity-pecredited  and
spiritually motlvaied program
of Bible instruction, the Bible
Chair helps the Baptist Student
program achieve Us objective of

The 7 it UT  Baplist
Student  Union activiiies
merently A eeptered n a2
threesiory frama home w234
dan Aulono. Rev, Murdock, the
directar,  sd  the  presen)
Mogtaa lhere I “wnednlyy
outworn, culdated and {ofu)]y
Imdenuete 1o hovse the fyps of
Progian nevtied

"The fmudequnle facliities off
o present sluGeal comer and
the prowing stedeni pamulation
domund Imniediate aclior and
coneera on dhe pari of ench
ehurely and every Bunllst In e
Ausin Baptlst  Asscclation to
previde nore functional
huildlnge  for  this conter of

showing students the
of Christian faith to cvery area
of learning,” he added.

T with 33100 i i COBYIANT cvner  Further reproduction arohibite without permissian.
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Liev., DMuruock saul  ihe
present Bagiist Shudent Unlon
wvides A facllly  whare
stadesis eanl paeit 0¥ VESDETE,
followshlp,  Dtayer  rounselpg
clsch-siudent conducts,
to of the prosent Hopilst
wAcht Unlon v owsed by the
Raptisi Geperad Cowzulion
Tex; which hes Tought a
seeond fract at Ind and Neeens
3, 1 n possiio site for e new
ynkon baitdlog

Whithaer the new builling Wil
he ececicd fi the prestut union
Incation mr el o ] amt
Kietes strecls Teontion dopends
i fikhl deeision As 0 the
vouting of a propesed  Northe
Sauth  Ireeway nrow 1 fie
pinaniapg sispe. Pracoeds fram
Ihe sa'e of 1ie umacd Hrapepty
Wit e Gnln Gis Ldlding fund.

“The  need  for  this  Aew
frelifly b gt
evnsiaitiy incieasiug,
Smith “"Wo are mast onitimlslic
with rogant lo the ith
whien dhis chailanga wili bu wet
nmong ~ll 5 charches, Wa have
st a trae for our campslgn
whick extends o mid-Oclaber,
We fael the $1A0 20¢ gos! il I
facd.

b
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This 5 the hns fm a serics
an University of Texas stadens
coaters,

By BATHY HA%WORTH
Giali Writer
Chasthisnity ialing  the
tesporsitniidy  fur the  other
persen. Tis boiping Wm0
wmcover  his ovm umigue
copabilities in the semsvh foc

Statesman
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TR Tre fnes ta moke o ftdemi, Smith saeys

Baptists Reach Out to Students

spritual awdrkness - el
him 1w use those

Urdoe any uther wiarae, fhe
Raptist Swdent Conler could
eusily be mistaken (ot any one
of o soiid lst of community
Sorvice  apancies,  Dispersing
from the 3209 San Anfonia
headquarters, ©enter SKMens
vent those walents nof only
Iwand the UT campus but 10
assonted Austin o well a8
stoae and even world moissions.

“We want o show peaplz
that Jesus Christ 15 invnived in
FRidiiusiips wiilt olher poople

- not just the “relipious’ side
of e exnlains  confer
diveator Carral Smith. "We'ne
Bere o reach out, extend,
nutke @ Miend . . . give him
theoption of Chris,™

amith,  elomg  with  Ann
Matre, & Bapiist sulfer, and &

secrolary  head  the center.
Funding tomtas T ihe
foptise Gederal Convention of

Texas o Ausiin

cuhprepatians. .
Althettph Tuesday  evoning

worship ang

throughoutthewees Zible
study {5 offored,  Smith

disagrees the comter. is a

“ehureh,”
“We want to rolete 1he Bfo
and -teachings of Jesus to the
edicstional. provess L. ¥
Fuess iUs an nieniependent’
philnsephy.” : )

Activities um nol schoduled
an Gunday s6 that studants
v ntiend Toral worship.

Avide fram a hattalion of
srcampus  witnesses,  the
center glen offers noos Rnck
Dibie siudy, “gandwich
semirars,” - fesfuring  key
University personalities and
an International program.

Center swdents twer UT
foreign  sludenis, who roust
citen moster English kelore
continuing universiy
education. Voluntases giva ane
hagr & wesk o mest wihh i
stiadent for copversatinn.

A fudenmtinasf  Vhost™

yoragram {8 sl organized in
wifich students fing [amilies
‘wha will host g foreigner,
naving  him fo difser or
Cphgeing  aetivities .once 2
manth.

But Smith sees the program
malnly ag 5 "prowah™ centee.
“We're here fa help initiate
the Christisn experieoce, bur
then  ome  of gur  major
rasponsibiiities Ja o
conservatlon tole, We ieke the
taith  many  students have
traugit  feors home,  an
fmumature Paith, Red help them
to gret spirttually and o veny
thar faih toward  edping
others."”

Students currently
coordingie five mission
projests w0 Haal Austin
dretoding day work with smail
childien &t Moopalis Activity
Center and “riond” programs
for teeraigers,

Swdents  alse  marage
“ane-do-one’ relicnsnips
with  senioe  ciizens a1
Governer's  Residence  Hall,
visiting, writing ietters and
wnnting gy Jor e
residents,

Bul e Bapidsts wiku resch
far heyend the agspices of a
LI - or SEstin — community.
Three  cealer  sindenis - dast
summer sarved o summar
missinns tn Jordan,
Bangladesh znd  Africa. §¥
others worked iz LB
Missions. -

“We o all have  certain
emauonal and physical needs

. Weoall newd o foend”
oxplains Miss Meore, “And
e b
alsn pive discipleship. 115 a
place where you can apply
your Chstiinity ™

all offersd. Bt we-

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

“Baptists Reach Out to Students,” The Austin American Statesman, 9/28/1974.
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NEW BAPTIST STUDENT CENTER
The Austin Statesman (1921-1973); Tul 14, 1969;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Austin American Statesman

pg 1l

NEW BAPTIST STUDENT CENTER — The ox- reom facility and will also be used for sovial
ceutive board of the Austin Baptist Association patherings for students of the University of Tex-
met Monday st 5:30 p.m. to dedicale their as. Director of the $200,000 center will be Don
new studeni center, 2204 San Antonio. Aller the Murdock.

open house, the building will serve as a classe o

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

“New Baptist Student Center,” The Austin Statesman, 7/14/1969.

The building was constructed by J. C. Construction Co., headed by James Crutchfield. The
following year, the company also constructed a new educational building for St. John’s
United Methodist Church on Allandale Road and an addition to Leander High School,
northwest of Austin. No additional information about the company or James Crutchfield

was located from archival newspapers.
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OWNER Baptist General ConventigBDﬁﬁsgéxas 2204 San Antonio

prar 46 Lor 21-20- & north 19" og #19 il =

SUBDIVISION Louls Horst's

OCCUPANCY Baptist Student Center

OWNERS
BLD PERMIT # 109020 paTk 7/24/68 ESTIMATE 152,000.00

CONTRACTOR Ja €4 Constr, Co,. NO, OF FIXTURES See fiéﬁgijf

Lol Pl
B e, o3

WATER TAP REC # Exist SEWER TAP REC # exist

One story masonry bldg, 7443 8q. ft.

Building permit issued to J. C. Construction Co., 7/24/1968.
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Building permit issued to James Crutchfield, 7/24/1968.




