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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 27, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0410 

2507 E. 4th Street 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1942 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled building built in a vernacular style. Clad in 

scored stucco, with full-width front porch; double-hung 4:4 wood-sash windows. 

 

RESEARCH 

The building at 2507 E. 4th Street was constructed around 1942 by Alex and Isabel 

Ledesma. Sidney and Maggie Canady had moved in by 1946 and stayed until about 1955. 

Sidney worked variously as a clerk, baggage hauler, watchman, and dishwasher. By 1962, 

Manuel and Janie Segura were living in the house. Manuel worked as a laborer and painter 

for various companies. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The building does not appear to meet the criteria for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is 50 years old, having been constructed around 1940. 

2) The building retains a high degree of integrity. 

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation 

(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property does not 

appear to demonstrate significance according to any criteria. 

a. Architecture. The house is built in a vernacular style. Though the scored 

stucco cladding reflects vernacular traditions among Mexican American 

craftsmen, the building does not appear to possess architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The Canady family lived in the house for 

approximately a decade, while the Segura family lived there for about 25 

years; however, there do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the 

character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a 

particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of the building. If the Commission votes to 

release the permit, then staff recommends relocation over demolition, and completion of a 

City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 

dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 

Center. 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (north) façade of 2507 E. 4th Street. 
 
 

Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff 

August 2018 

 

1941 Address not listed 

 

1944-45 Alex and Isabel Ledesma, owners 

 U.S. Army 

 

1946-55 Sidney (or Sydney) C. and Maggie Canady, owners 

 Clerk, Raymond’s Grocery (1947); proprietor, Sidney C. Canady Baggage (“We 

Haul in All Kinds of Weather,” 1949); watchman (1952); and dishwasher, Court 

House Café (1955). The Canadys were listed as renters in 1947 and owners 

beginning around 1949. 

 

1959 Vacant 

 

1962-86 Manuel F. and Janie M. Segura, owners 
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 Laborer, Texas Crush Stone (1962); laborer, Austin Concrete Producers (1968); 

painter, Walter Carrington Builder (1973); painter (1977); painter, J. W. Smith 

(1981); painter, Magnum Assembly (1985-86). The Seguras were listed as renters 

in 1962 and owners beginning around 1968. 

 Manuel Segura Jr. also lived in the house ca. 1973-77. He worked as a computer 

operator for American National Bank. 

 

1992 Vacant 

 

 

Background Research 
Sidney Carroll Canady was born in 1903 in Austin. He worked variously as a grocery clerk, 

watchman, and dishwasher, briefly operating his own baggage company in the late 1940s. 

His obituary notes that he retired as a maintenance man at the Texas School for the Deaf. 

He died in 1971 in Austin. 

 

Margaret “Maggie” Elizabeth Canady (nee Smathers) was born in 1920 in Paige (Bastrop 

County), Texas. She married Sidney Canady in 1942, and the couple had at least five 

children. She died in 1999. 

 

Manuel Flores Segura (Sr.) was born in 1928 in Lockhart. By 1946, he was living in Del 

Valle in Travis County. He and Janie had married and were living in 902b E. 16th Street by 

1955; they moved to 2507 E. 4th by 1962. Manuel constructed three additions to the house, 

as well as a rear accessory building, and likely added the scored stucco cladding. The 

Seguras moved out of the house byE 1992, and Manuel died in 2012 in Austin. 

 

Janie (or Jane) M. Segura was born in 1932 or 1933 in Texas. It is not clear from research, 

but she may have died in 1998 in Austin. 
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Building Permits 

 
Building permit issued to Alex Ledesma for a “box residence,” 11/2/1942. 
 

 
Water service permit issued to Alex Ledesma, 8/28/1943. 
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Sewer permit issued to Alex Ledesma, 4/2/1945. 
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Building permit issued to Manuel Segura to erect a rear addition, 3/12/1962. 
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Building permit issued to Manuel Segura to construct a wood-frame accessory building, 12/8/1964. 
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Building permit issued to Manuel Segura to construct a 96-square-foot addition, 12/8/1964. This 
permit includes information about the 1970 addition (see below). 
 

 
Building permit issued to Manuel Segura to construct a 224-square-foot addition, 11/23/1970. 
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Building permit record for an addition, issued 6/13/1983. 


