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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 

 
CASE NUMBER: HDP-2018-0211 HLC DATE:  July 23, 2018 
    August 27, 2018 
 PC DATE:   
     
APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Roos-Yocum-Castilleja House 
 
WATERSHED:   Lady Bird Lake 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  2400 Canterbury Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NP to SF-3-H-NP 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff does not recommend the proposed zoning 
change. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION: 
Architecture and historical associations. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  July 23, 2018:  Initiated historic zoning 
for significance in the areas of architecture, historical associations, and community value.  
Vote: 6-1 (Papavasiliou opposed; Galindo, Brown, Hibbs, and Hudson absent). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:   
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is recommended as eligible for local landmark 
designation by the Est Austin Historical Survey (2016). 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:     ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST  2ND 3RD    ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky     PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:   
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
Architecture:  
One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a central, partial-width 
independent porch on bracketed wood posts with a metal balustrade railing above; three 
front-gabled dormers piers the front roof, each with a pair of 1:1 windows; single and paired 
1:1 fenestration. 
The house is a late 1930s frame cottage with unusual architectural features that set it 
apart from other houses of the same era and archetype, specifically, the triple dormers 
across the front and the treatment of the front porch, which are rare for this style of house.  
While the triple dormers distinguish this house, staff does not believe that overall, the 
house meets the criterion for architectural distinction.  The applicant has also submitted 
information and photographs about the condition of the house, making restoration of the 
house improbable and infeasible. 



A.2 - 2 
Historical Associations: 
The house was owned by three families over the course of its history: the first was a baker 
in commercial bakeries, the second, a driver for the trucking division of the railroad, and 
the third, a gas station attendant. 
The house was built in 1938 for John G. and Gertrude Roos, who lived here until around 
1953.  John G. Roos was a baker, who worked at several commercial bakeries in Austin, 
including Paulissen (Uncle Walt’s) Baking Company, Shults Baking Company, Gilbert’s 
Baking Company, and Austin Baking Company (Butter Krust bread). 
From around 1953 until the mid-1960s, the house was owned and occupied by Leonard and 
Ruth Yocum.  Leonard Yocum was a driver for the Southern Pacific Transport Company, a 
division of the Southern Pacific Railroad. 
Following the Yocums’ occupancy, the house was owned and occupied by Geronimo (“Jerry”) 
and Connie Castilleja.  Jerry Castilleja was a gas station attendant; Connie Castilleja was a 
meat wrapper for a wholesale meat company.  After they divorced in 1972, Connie 
Castilleja continued to live in this house.  She is believed to have married Salvador (“John”) 
Rodriguez, a construction worker in 1980; they are listed as the owners and occupants of 
the house in the late 1980s and early 1990s.  There is a Connie Castilleja who was living in 
Fort Worth in the mid-1990s.  Staff does not believe that the house meets the criterion for 
significant historical associations. 
The Commission also referenced the community value criterion for designation of this 
property.  To qualify for community value under the Code, the property must have a unique 
location, physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 
image, or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic group.  
Staff does not find justification in a finding that this house satisfies the community value 
criterion. 
 
Staff is aware that the house has been vacant for some time and has suffered some 
deterioration and water damage.  A house mover has evaluated the house and has stated 
that the house is not a good candidate for restoration, rehabilitation, or relocation: 
 
Steve, I am fallowing up on our talk yesterday. As always, I can not and do not support the demolition of 
any historic house or the destruction of there historic places.That said, I have seen and evaluated 2400 
Canerbury St. I really wanted to buy and move that house, but it is not a candidate for relocation.The 
House has good vintage appeal from the Street. However, it does have Signiant water damage thus 
some real roof cave in, all the way threw the house. I do not write you about condition. I'm writing about 
the houses interior, and it's candidacy for relocation.The interior has been threw several change ups, and 
redo's and it's significands is simply gone. Actually, the owner who lives in the redone old house next door 
loves and is a trusted keeper of old houses, more than one-and he can not make this house work. The 
issue with relocation, is not at all uncommon of the period, regardless of condition. Because of it's height 
and there cross gable lay out. To move the house you must lower the roof to the ceiling plates. Thus you 
loose all of the 1/2 story interior, and its windows. Exteriorly, you loose and wont reuse, the little dormers. 
The little ornamental "weep railing" must also come off. Most likely would  have to center cut threw the 
house into two halves, which alone is not uncommon, and can commonly be cost justified, as well as 
lowering roofs,or even both. Unfortunately, with these houses the extra move cost, cant be supported by 
low square footage.Cost aside, in this case you loose all of its vintage Signiant's, and your down to a 
wood box. I would not be recommending the relocation of this house. I don't think Jr. Brown would let a 
client move it, if so, I would move it. Regardless, I always appreciate and support your decision.     
  
Thank you, 
 
Warren Wellborn 
 
PARCEL NO.:  0201091313 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT 1 OLT 40 DIV O HEINE AUGUST 
  
ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $4,633 (owner-occupied); city portion: $1,382. 
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $451,213 
 
PRESENT USE:  Vacant residential 
 
CONDITION:  Fair/poor 
 
PRESENT OWNERS:   
David and Susan Smith 
87 N. Hunters Crossing Circle 
The Woodlands, TX 77381 
 
DATE BUILT:  ca. 1938 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS:  None 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  John G. and Gertrude Roos (1938) 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:   None. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2400 Canterbury Street 
ca. 1938 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2400 Canterbury Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
June, 2018 
 
1992  John and Connie G. Rodriguez, owners 
  Construction worker 
 
1985-86 John and Connie Rodriguez, owners 
  Construction worker 
 
1981  Connie G. Castilleja, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1977  Mrs. Connie G. Castilleja, owner 
  Steak wrapper, Meat Purveyors, 1701 Toomey Road. 
 
1973  Mrs. Connie G. Castilleja, owner 
  Steak wrapper, Meat Purveyors, 1701 Toomey Road. 
 
1968  Jerry G. and Connie G. Castilleja, owners 

Attendant, Townsend Texaco Service Station, 2511 San Jacinto Boulevard. 
 

1965  Vacant 
NOTE:  Leonard and Ruth Yocum are listed at 8006 Tisdale Drive; he was a 
driver for the Southern Pacific Company, 301 Congress Avenue. 
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  NOTE: Jerry and Connie Castilleja are not listed in the directory. 
 
1962  Leonard R. and Ruth Yocum, owners 

Driver, Southern Pacific Transport, 301 Congress Avenue. 
 
1959  Leonard R. and Ruth Yocum, owners 

Driver, Southern Pacific Transport, 301 Congress Avenue. 
 

1955  Leonard and Ruth Yocum, owners 
  Driver, Southern Pacific Transport, 301 Congress Avenue. 
 
1953  James H. and Joy L. Simons, owners 
  Machine operator 

NOTE:  John G. and Gertrude Roos are listed at 4005 Cherrywood Road; he was 
a baker for Austin Baking Company, 300 Lamar Boulevard. 

  NOTE:  Leonard are Ruth Yocum are not listed in the directory.  
 
1952 John G. Roos, owner 

Helper, Austin Baking Company, 300 Lamar Boulevard. 
NOTE:  Leonard R. and Ruth Yocum are listed at 1004 E. 2nd Street.  He was a 
driver for Southern Pacific Lines. 
 

1949  John G. and Gertrude M. Roos, owners 
  Baker, Austin Baking Company, 300 Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1947  John G. and Gertrude Roos, owners 

Foreman, Gilbert’s Bakery, 1016 W. 6th Street. 
 

1944-45 John G. and Gertrude M. Roos, owners 
Superintendent, Shults Baking Company, 1016 W. 6th Street; branches at 410 W. 
6th Street, 1001-03 Congress Avenue, and 3101 Guadalupe Street. 

 
1941  John G. and Gertrude Roos, owners 
  Baker, Paulissen Baking Company. 302 W. 15th Street. 
  Also listed is Fred A. Roos, no occupation shown. 
 
1939  John G. and Lillie Roos, owners 
  John:  Baker, Paullissen Baking Company, 302 W. 15th Street. 
  Lillie:  Waitress, College Inn Café, 920 Congress Avenue. 
 
1937  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  John G. Roos is listed at 305 E. 13th Street, the home of his parents.  He 
was a baker at Paulissen Baking Company (no address is given in the directory). 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
John G. and Gertrude Roos (ca. 1938 – ca. 1953) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John G and Gertrude Roos as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,500.  John G. Roos was 29, had been born in Texas, and was a baker in a 
bakery.  Gertrude Roos was 28, had been born in Texas, and was a waitress in a cafe.  The 
family included two of Gertrude’s children, Rena Lee Schulze, 9, and Norman Ed Schulze, 8. 
Both had been born in Texas.  Also in the house was John Roos’ father, Fred Roos, 54, who 
had been born in Germany, and was a baker in a bakery; and a lodger, Della Mae Bailey, 18, 
who had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. 
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Obituary of John G. Roos 

Austin American-Statesman, August 5, 1995 
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Obituary of Gertrude Roos 

Austin American-Statesman, January 16, 2004 
 
 
 
Leonard Ralph and Ruth Oda Yocum (ca. 1954 – ca. 1964) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Ralph and Oda Ruth Yocum as the renters of an apartment at 
1209 E. 12th Street in Austin.  Ralph Yocum was 22, had been born in Texas, and was the 
delivery man for a wood yard.  Oda Ruth Yocum was 21, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Roland, 1, who had been born in Texas. 
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Obituary of Ruth Yocum 

Austin American-Statesman, June 3, 1988 
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Obituary of Leonard Yocum 

Austin American-Statesman, May 4, 1993 
 

 
 
Jerry and Connie Castilleja (ca. 1966 – ca. 1993) 
Geronimo and Connie Castilleja married in 1956 and divorced in 1972.  He was born in 1933; 
she was born in 1940.  There is a listing in the Texas Marriage Index that Concepcion G. 
Castilleja married Salvador G. Rodriguez in November, 1980 in Travis County.  There is also a 
listing in phone and address directories that a Connie Castilleja was living in Fort Worth in the 
mid-1990s. 
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Building permit to John G. Roos for the construction of this house (1938) 

 

 
Water service permit to John G. Roos for this address (1938) 
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Sewer connection application by John G. Roos for this address (1938) 

 
 

 


