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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

AUGUST 27, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0346 
1202 SAN ANTONIO STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1913 house, now used as a commercial building. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled stuccoed house with double front porches on 
stuccoed posts; 2:2 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1913, but not occupied until around 1914, when it was 
purchased by Amos C. Fonda and his wife, Clara, who lived here until around 1918, when 
they moved to Dallas.  Amos Fonda was a native of Vermont, and moved to Austin from 
Galveston, where he had worked in a railroad freight office.  While living in this house, he 
was the chair of the Texas Tariff Bureau with offices in the Scarbrough Building.  His 
daughter, Luella, taught German at Austin High School.  After living here, Amos Fonda 
and his family moved to Dallas, where he was the tariff publisher for a railroad.  He later 
became chief of the Texas-Louisiana Trade Bureau; he died in Dallas in 1937. 
After the Fonda family moved out of this house, it was purchased by Dr. Oscar Davis and 
his wife, Valeska, who lived here until around 1921.  Oscar Davis was a physician, and the 
state health officer while living in this house.  He resigned that post due to ill health, and 
ended his life in a Galveston hotel room in 1921.  A resolution passed by the Texas State 
Senate following his death, was a remembrance of him, and given to his widow.  
Unfortunately, the typesetting in the newspaper detailing the resolution was too heavy to 
make reproduction into this document legible. 
Jeff Gilbert and his wife, Lillian, then bought this house, and lived here until Lillian, as a 
widow, passed away in 1956.  Jeff Gilbert was born in Bryan, Texas, and had a lifelong 
career in the printing business, coming to work for the Austin newspapers as a 16-year old, 
and working for the newspapers in Houston, Fort Worth, and at the University of Texas, 
before returning to the Austin Statesman, where he worked for the remainder of his career.  
Gilbert was renowned as an authority on Austin history, and quoted frequently in the 
paper; Lillian Gilbert was also noted in the paper as a society hostess for the Blue Bonnet 
Club, the Standard Club, and the Women’s Missionary Society of the First Methodist 
Church.  The Gilberts were evidently important in Austin society – when Jeff Gilbert fell on 
an icy sidewalk in 1940, his status remained newsworthy.  He was given a grand tribute in 
the paper after his death in 1947.  Lillian Gilbert remained in this house until her death in 
1956. 
A widow, Ora Nixon, purchased the house after Lillian Gilbert’s death, and lived here until 
her death in 1966.  The house was then converted to a house for girls run by the Diocesan 
Sisters, and then to a beauty shop in the mid-1970s.  It has been a commercial property 
since that time. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed as a Priority 2 for research in the Comprehensive Cultural Resources 
Survey (1984). 
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Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a stuccoed Spanish Colonial Revival-influenced 
two-story house and is very rare, if not unique in Austin.  The house retains a 
great deal of integrity of materials and design.  

b. Historical association. The house was owned by several prominent members 
of Austin’s society – first by the head of a trade bureau, then by the state 
health officer, and finally by a beloved newspaper employee who was also an 
authority on Austin history.  There may be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone to September 24, 2018 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition and to gather 
more information relating to the potential for landmark designation for this house.  If the 
Commission decides to release the demolition permit, then staff recommends completion of 
a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History 
Center. 
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1202 San Antonio Street 
ca. 1913 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1202 San Antonio Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2013 
 
1992  Design Edge, industrial design consultants 
  Wendy Wade, office manager 
 
  Texas Association of Counties, additional space 
  Sam Seale, executive director 

NOTE:  The Texas Association of Counties had its main office at 1204 San 
Antonio Street. 

 
1985-86 Eagles’ Nest, crafts 
  Blake Tollett, proprietor 
 
1981  Shear Madness, beauty shop 
  Beth Kafka, proprietor 
  NOTE:  Beth Kafka lived on the premises. 
 
1977  Shear Madness, beauty shop 
  Beth Kafka, proprietor 
  NOTE:  Beth Kafka lived on the premises. 
 
1973  Eddie Norman, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Eddie Norman was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1968  Ecumena House for Girls 
  Diocesan Sisters, proprietors 
 
1962  Ora B. Nixon, owner 
  Widow, M.C. Nixon 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Ora B. Nixon, owner 
  Widow, M.C. Nixon 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Lillian M. Gilbert, owner 
  Widow, Jeff Gilbert 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952  Lillian Gilbert, owner 
  Widow, Jeff Gilbert 
  No occupation listed 
 
1949  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 
  No occupation listed 
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1947  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 Jeff M. and Lillian M. Gilbert, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Jeff M. and Lillian M. Gilbert, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 

Composing room, American Publishing Company (Austin American and 
Statesman), 7th and Colorado Streets. 
 

1937  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 
  Linotype operator, Austin American-Statesman, 7th and Colorado Streets. 
 
1935  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 
  Printer, Austin American-Statesman, 7th and Brazos Streets. 
 
1932-33 Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 

Printer, American Publishing Company (Austin American and Statesman), 7th and 
Brazos Streets. 

 
1930-31 Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 

Linotype operator, American Publishing Company (Austin American and 
Statesman), 7th and Brazos Streets. 

 
1929  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 

Linotype operator, American Publishing Company (Austin American and 
Statesman), 7th and Brazos Streets. 

 
1927  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 

Printer, American Publishing Company (Austin American and Statesman), 7th and 
Brazos Streets.  

 
1924  Jeff M. and Lillian Gilbert, owners 
  Foreman, Austin Statesman, newspaper, 7th and Brazos Streets. 
 
1922  Jeff M. and Mary Gilbert, owners 
  Printer, Austin Statesman, newspaper, 7th and Brazos Streets. 
 
1920  Dr. Oscar and Valeska Davis, owners 
  Director, Venereal Disease Section, State Board of Health 

NOTE:  Jeff and Lillian M. Gilbert lived at 1331 W. 6th Street; he was a printer for 
the Austin American, newspaper, 813 Congress Avenue. 

  NOTE:  The Austin Statesman was located at 7th and Brazos Streets. 
 
1918  Amos C. and Clara H. Fonda, owners 
  Chairman, Texas Tariff Bureau, 719 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is C. Luella Fonda, a German teacher at Austin High School. 
 
1916  Amos C. Fonda 
  Chairman, Texas Tariff Bureau, 719 Scarbrough Building. 
  Also listed is C. Luella Fonda, a teacher at Austin High School 



 D.4 - 7 
 
1914  Vacant 
  NOTE: Amos Fonda is not listed in the directory. 
 
1912-13 The address is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Amos C. and Clara Fonda (ca. 1913 – ca. 1918) 
Amos C. and Clara Fonda appear in the 1920 U.S. Census for Dallas, Texas, where they owned 
their house.  Amos C. Fonda was then 58, had been born in Vermont, and was a tariff publisher 
for a railroad.  Clara Fonda was then 60, had been born in Illinois, and had no occupation listed.  
They had two daughters: Luella, 35, a file clerk in a railroad office; and Ethel, 32, a social worker 
with the Red Cross.  Both women had been born in Illinois.  They also had a lodger, Mae 
Ketchey, 28, a milliner. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Amos C. and Clara H. Fonda living in Galveston, Texas, where 
Amos Fonda was an assistant in the railroad freight office.  He was 48, and had been born in 
Vermont.  Clara Fonda was 51, had been born in Illinois, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 3 children: Clara, 25, a school teacher; Arthur, 23, the chief clerk for the railroad; and Ethel 
M., 22, who had no occupation listed.  All the children were born in Illinois. Also in the 
household was Amos Fonda’s father, William H. Fonda, a 74-year old Vermont-born widower 
with no occupation listed; and Clara Fonda’s mother, Mary E. Lusk, a 73-year old English-born 
widow with no occupation listed.  
 
The 1900 U.S. Census also shows the Fondas living in Galveston, where Amos was a clerk. 
 
Amos Cogswell Fonda died in 1937 in Dallas.  His death certificate shows that he was born in 
1861 in Vermont, and was the chairman of the Freight Bureau.  Clara Helen Fonda died in 
Dallas in 1946.  She was born in 1858 in Elmhurst, Illinois, and was a widowed housewife.  Both 
are buried in Dallas. 
 

 
Story on the death of Amos Fonda in Dallas 

Austin Statesman, June 8, 1937 
 
Oscar and Valeska Davis (ca. 1919 – ca. 1921) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Oscar and Velaska Davis as the owners of this house.  Oscar 
Davis was 50, had been born in Georgia to North Carolina-born parents, and was a physician.  
Velaska Davis was 35, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had 4 children: daughter Winnie, 25, who had been born in Texas, and worked as a 
stenographer for a state department; son Arleigh, 22, who had been born in Arkansas; son Irion, 
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11, who had been born in Texas; and daughter Wenda, 5, who had been born in Texas.  The 
Davis family had a servant, Christine Hunt, 22, who had been born in Texas, and is listed in the 
census report as a cook. 
 
Oscar Davis died in Galveston in 1921 from a self-inflicted knife wound to the throat, according 
to his death certificate.  He was born in 1869 in Georgia, and was a physician. 
 

 
News story on the suicide of Dr. Oscar Davis in a Galveston hotel 

Austin Statesman, May 25, 1921 
 

 
Jeff and Lillian Gilbert (ca. 1921 – ca. 1956) 
Jeff and Lillian Gilbert appear as the owners of this house in the 1930 U.S. Census.  The house 
was worth $6,500.  Jeff Gilbert was 59, had been born in Texas, and was a linotype operator for 
the newspaper.  Lillian Gilbert was 47, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Jeff and Lillian Gilbert as the owners of a house at 1331 W. 6th 
Street in Austin.  Jeff Gilbert was listed as a linotype operator for the University of Texas; Lillian 
Gilbert had no occupation listed.  The 1910 U.S. Census shows Jeff and Lillian Gilbert living in a 
duplex in Fort Worth, Texas, where Jeff was a printer.  The 1900 U.S. Census shows Jeff and 
Mary [likely Lillian Mae] Gilbert renting 806 San Antonio Street in Austin; Jeff is listed as a 
printer. 
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Lillian Gilbert hosts the Blue Bonnet Club at this house 

Austin Statesman, November 5, 1927 
 

 
Story on Lillian Gilbert’s Methodist Woman’s Missionary Society meeting 

Austin American-Statesman, July 22, 1934 
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Jeff Gilbert’s view on the trees on Congress Avenue being taken down 

Austin Statesman, June 6, 1935 
 

 
Story on Jeff Gilbert resting after falling on ice and breaking his hip.  This edition of the 

newspaper also had several stories of the wintry conditions beleaguering the city. 
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Austin Statesman, January 23, 1940 

 

 
Town Talk column on Jeff Gilbert 
Austin Statesman, May 12, 1941 

 



 D.4 - 13 

 
Story on Jeff Gilbert’s career as a newspaper typesetter 

Austin American-Statesman, May 25, 1941 
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News story on the death of Jeff Gilbert 
Austin American, November 28, 1947 
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Obituary and funeral notice for Jeff Gilbert 

Austin Statesman, November 28, 1947 
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Funeral notice for Jeff Gilbert 

Austin American, November 29, 1947 
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Tribute to Jeff Gilbert 

Austin Statesman, November 29, 1947 
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Obituary of Lillian Gilbert 

Austin American, January 16, 1956 
 

 
Funeral notice for Lillian Gilbert 

Austin American, January 17, 1956 
 
 
 
Ora B. Nixon (ca. 1957 – ca. 1966) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Ora B. Nixon as the wife of Marion C. Nixon; they owned their 
house worth $6,000 at 3115 Guadalupe Street in Austin.  Marion C. Nixon was 60, had been 
born in Ohio to Virginia-born parents, and was the superintendent of a business college.  Ora B. 



 D.4 - 19 
Nixon was 43, had been born in Texas to Missouri-born parents, and had no occupation listed.  
They had no children listed with them 
 
 

 
Funeral notice for Ora B. Nixon 
Austin American, July 19, 1966 

 

 
Funeral story for Ora B. Nixon 

Austin Statesman, July 19, 1966 
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Water service permit for this address (1931) 

 

 
Sign permit for Shear Madness, hair-cutting shop (1979) 

 
 

City records indicate a permit to remodel the interior and exterior for an antique store in 1983, a 
permit for an interior remodel and change of use from retail to in 2011; and a permit to replace 
the exterior stairs in 2014. 
 
 

 


