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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0416 
707 W. 14TH STREET 

 
 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1921 fire-damaged house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, hipped-roofed, brick-veneered frame house with a partial-
width, hipped-roof, independent porch with battered wood posts and brick piers across the 
right section of the façade; side-gabled dormers pierce the side planes of the main hipped 
roof; single 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

This property was owned by the Ainsworth family from at least the turn of the 20th century 
onward.  There was an earlier house on this site, as shown on the 1900 Sanborn map, but it 
is believed that the earlier house was demolished and the current house built around 1921.  
The exact date of construction is not known, but given the stylistic influences on this house, 
and corresponding information in city directories, a estimated construction date of 1921 
seems reasonable. 
William H. and Alma Ainsworth were living at this address at the turn of the 20th century; 
they appear in the 1900 U.S. Census at this address.  William Ainsworth was born in 
Tennessee, and while living here, he was listed as a farmer.  His youngest son at that time 
was Horace D. Ainsworth, who later figured prominently into the history of this house and 
its occupancy.  By 1910, William and Alma Ainsworth had moved to Gonzales, Texas, where 
William was the manager of a feed warehouse, a job he continued to have at least through 
the time of the U.S. census in 1920.  Horace D. Ainsworth grew up in Gonzales, and by the 
time he registered for the draft in World War I, he was working as a clerk for his father at 
the feed warehouse. 
Moselle Ainsworth, Horace’s oldest sister, married Emil Kuehne around 1920.  Moselle’s 
grandmother, Sallie Ainsworth, had a large, two-story house around the corner from this 
house at 1306 Rio Grande Street.  Moselle and Emil Kuehne lived with her grandmother in 
the Rio Grande Street house, until they built this house in 1921, replacing the older house 
on this site, which appears to have still been in the Ainsworth family’s properties.  Emil 
Kuehne was the proprietor of the Enfield Grocery, located on W. 12th Street.  He hired 
Moselle’s younger brother, Horace D. Ainsworth, as an assistant manager of the grocery 
store, and Horace moved into this house with them around 1921.   Horace Ainsworth 
married Verna Howard around 1925; around the same time, Emil and Moselle Kuehne 
moved out and Horace and Verna Ainsworth moved in to this house.  By the late 1920s, 
Verna Ainsworth’s mother, Annie Howard, was also living in the house; she remained here 
until her death 1953. 
At some point around 1930, Horace and Verna Ainsworth moved into the house next door, 
at 705 W. 14th Street, and rented this house out for several years in the early1930s.  Their 
tenants included a Swedish-born farmer, a traveling salesman, a salesman for Cohn 
Brothers, a family clothing store, and the manager of Yaring’s, a dry goods store that later 
became one of the city’s premier women’s clothing stores.  By 1940, Horace and Verna 
Ainsworth moved back into this house, and remained here for the rest of their lives.  The 
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house at 705 W. 14th Street was demolished by 1961; it is not shown on the Sanborn map of 
that year. 
Horace D. Ainsworth began his work life as a clerk for his father, in the feed warehouse in 
Gonzales.  He became a clerk and assistant manager for his brother-in-law Emil Kuehne, 
when he moved from Gonzales back into Austin, and eventually operated his own grocery 
store.  Later in life, Horace Ainsworth became a building contractor.  After he died in 1960, 
Verna continued to live in this house until around 1980.  Verna Ainsworth died in 1993. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed with no priority for research in the Comprehensive Cultural 
Resources Survey (1984). 
A fire in August, 2018 caused significant damage to the roof and supporting structures.  
Below is correspondence from the applicant for the demolition permit: 
Hi Steve, 
 
The two major issues, structurally, are the piers and the roof. The piers are basically sitting on 3’ dirt 
mounds in the “basement”. (Approximately 7’ of clearance below the house).  Access to these is through 
the back of the house. The second is that the roof is collapsing. I do not think the house can be saved and 
remediated without massive expense to support the front of the house.  
 
If you look at the front of the building you can see the separation in the bricks demonstrating the house 
shifting.  
 
I would be happy to walk the property with you and show these issues in person. I can also go take 
pictures of these and email them to you.  
 
Thank you for the update. Look forward to hearing back from you.  
 
Scott Lindgren 
 
 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code, 
but the qualifications for landmark designation may be compromised by the extent of fire 
damage: 

a. Architecture. The house reflects the transitional style of residential design, 
between the older hipped-roof late Victorian houses, and the rise and 
popularity of the bungalow.  The brick veneer on the house is unusual for a 
house of this style, as most were framed and clad in wood.  The older 
Victorian-era elements of this house are the hipped roof and dormers, both 
rare on the later bungalows; the bungalow elements include the front porch 
posts and piers and the Craftsman-style door.  Staff believes that the house 
qualifies under the criterion for architecture. 

b. Historical association.  The house is part of a long history of ownership of this 
site by a single family – the Ainsworths.  Horace Ainsworth was a grocery 
merchant and building contractor.  The ability of the house to qualify as a 
historic landmark under this criterion is questionable. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
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d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use.  This house is in an area of the city that still 
retains a number of historic-age structures, and could qualify as contributing to a potential 
historic district.  It is most likely that if this house is demolished, it will be replaced with a 
larger commercial building that will compromise the ability of the potential historic district 
to reflect its history.  If the Commission does vote to release the demolition permit, then 
staff recommends the completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center, prior to the release of the permit. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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707 W. 14th Street 
ca. 1921 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
707 W. 14th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
August, 2018 
 
1992  Vacant 
 
1985-86 Mickey’s Art City, antiques and collectibles 
  Mickey Tronclae, proprietor 
 
1981  Vacant 
 
1977  Verna Ainsworth, renter 
  Widow, Horace D. Ainsworth 
  Retired 
 
1973  Verna Ainsworth, renter 
  Widow, Horace D. Ainsworth 
  Retired 
  Also listed is Forest H. Ainsworth, a student. 
 
1968  Verna Ainsworth, renter 
  Widow, Horace D. Ainsworth 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Forest H. Ainsworth, no occupation shown. 
 
1965  Horace D. Ainsworth, renter 
  No occupation listed 
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  Also listed is Forest H. Ainsworth, no occupation shown. 

NOTE:  This listing is most likely for Mrs. Horace D. Ainsworth, who is not 
separately listed under her first name as in other directories. 

 
1961  Verna H. Ainsworth, owner 
  Widow, Horace Ainsworth 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Forest H. Ainsworth, no occupation shown. 
 
1957  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, owners 
  Contractor (office at the house) 
  Also listed is Forrest Ainsworth, a salesman. 
 
1954  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, renters 
  Building contractor (office at the house) 

Also listed are Forrest Ainsworth, Helen Ainsworth, and Nancy Ainsworth, all 
students. 

 
1952  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, renters 
  General contractor (office at the house) 

Also listed are Forrest H. Ainsworth, Helen Ainsworth, and Nancy Ainsworth, all 
students at the University of Texas. 

 
1949  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, owners 
  Reporter, Austin American-Statesman, newspaper. 

Also listed is Horace D. Ainsworth, Jr., a student at the University of Texas. 
NOTE:  Horace D. Ainsworth, Jr. was a graduate of the University of Texas and 
worked as a reporter for the American-Statesman in 1948-49. 

 
1947  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, owners 
  Contractor (office at the house) 

Also listed is Horace D. Ainsworth, Jr., a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1944-45 Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, renters 

Clerk, Texas Insurance Checking Office, 6th floor, Scarbrough Building, 6th Street 
and Congress Avenue. 

 
1941  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  Edna Keith, renter 

No occupation listed 
NOTE:  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth are listed as the renters of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street; he was the proprietor of a grocery at 1126 W. 6th Street. 
 

1937  Arnold and Helen Schmidt, renters 
  Manager, Jacob Schmidt (Yaring’s), dry goods, 139-45 E. 6th Street. 

NOTE:  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth are listed as the renters of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street; he was the proprietor of a grocery at 1126 W. 6th Street. 

 
1935  Robert and Cathryn Wilkes, renters 

Salesman, Cohn Brothers, outfitters for the family –dress stylishly on Cohn’s 
budget plan, 910 Congress Avenue. 
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NOTE:  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth are listed as the renters of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street; he was the proprietor of a grocery at 1126 W. 6th Street. 

 
1932-33 Fred an Ona Caldwell, renters 
  Traveling salesman 

NOTE:  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth are listed as the renters of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street; he was the proprietor of a grocery at 1126 W. 6th Street. 

 
1930-31 John Bergstrom, renter 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth are listed as the renters of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street; he was an auditor. 

 
1929  Annie Howard, owner 

 Widow, E.F. Howard 
 No occupation listed 

Also listed are H.D. and Verna Ainsworth.  He was the manager of a Great 
Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company grocery store (multiple locations). 

 NOTE:  Annie Howard was the mother of Verna Ainsworth. 
 NOTE:  The directory does not show a listing for 705 W. 14th Street. 

 
1927  Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth, owners 
  Clerk, Gulf Refining Company, 5th and Chicon Streets. 
 
1924  Emile B. and Moselle Kuehne, renters 
  Proprietor of the Enfield Grocery, 822 W. 12th Street. 
  Also listed is H.D. Ainsworth, no occupation shown. 
  NOTE:  H.D. Ainsworth was the brother of Moselle Kuehne.  
 
1922  Emile B. and Moselle Kuehne, owners 

Proprietor, Enfield Grocery, general line of staple and fancy groceries, country 
produce, 822 W. 12th Street, corner Parkway. 
Also listed is H.D. Ainsworth, the assistant manager of the Enfield Grocery. 

 
NOTE:  The following listings are believed to be for the previous house on this site, which is 
shown on the 1900 Sanborn map.  The 1935 Sanborn map shows the current house. 
 
1920  Freeman L. and Fountain Orman, renters 
  City salesman 

NOTE:  Emile and Moselle Kuehne are listed around the corner at 1306 Rio 
Grande Street; he was a salesman for Isaac Bledsoe, wholesale and retail 
pianos and organs, 821-23 Congress Avenue. 

  NOTE:  H.D. Ainsworth is not listed in the directory. 
 
1918  John D. and Mary R. Jones, renters 
  Certificate clerk, State Highway Department. 
 
1916  Mrs. Burnie P. Gardner 
  Widow, William H. Gardner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1914  James S. Harvey 
  Roadmaster, International and Great Northern Railroad. 
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1912-13 Vacant 
 
1910-11 Lee P. Gatlin 
  Clerk, State Comptroller’s Office 
 
1909-10 Lee P. Gatlin 
  Book-keeper, Lease  Land Department, State Treasurer 
 
1906-07 Lee P. Gatlin 

Book-keeper and correspondence clerk, Lease Department, Treasury 
Department 

 
1905  Rev. Dr. Max Rosenstein 

Rabbi, Temple Beth Israel, northwest corner of 11th and San Jacinto Streets. 
  NOTE:  Lee P. Gatlin is not listed in the directory. 
 
1903-04 Rev. Dr. Max Rosenstein 
  Rabbi, Beth Israel, northwest corner of 11th and San Jacinto Streets. 
 
1900-01 Unknown 
  NOTE: Rabbi Rosenstein is not listed in the directory. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Emile and Mozelle Kuehne (ca. 1921 – ca. 1926) 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Emil B. and Moselle Kuehne living in the home of her mother, 
Sallie Ainsworth, at 1306 Rio Grande Street, around the corner from this house.  Emil B. 
Kuehne was 29, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and was a salesman.  
Moselle Kuehne was 26, had been born in Texas to a Tennessee-born father and a Texas-born 
mother, and was a teacher.  They had no children listed with them. 
 
Emile Benjamin Kuehne was living at 2812 Pearl Street at the time of his death in 1961.  He 
was born in 1891 in Lavaca County, Texas, and was a county official for the Veterans’ 
Administration.  He was a widower. 
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Story on the presentation of a citation from the Military Order of the Purple Heart to Emil B. 

Kuehne 
Austin Statesman, May 5, 1950 
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Obituary of Moselle Ainsworth Kuehne 

Austin Statesman, March 2, 1960 
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Obituary of Emil B. Kuehne 

Austin Statesman, September 5, 1961 
 
 
Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth (ca. 1926 – ca. 1980) 
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The 1940 U.S. Census shows Horace D. and Verna D. Ainsworth as the owners of this house, 
which was worth $3,000.  Horace D. Ainsworth was 47, had been born in Texas, and was the 
proprietor of a retail grocery store. Verna D. Ainsworth was 37, had been born in Texas, and 
had no occupation listed.  They had 4 children: Horace D. Ainsworth, Jr., 12; Forest H. 
Ainsworth, 9; Helen Ainsworth, 6; and Nancy Ainsworth, 6.  All of the children had been born in 
Texas.  Also in the household was Verna Ainsworth’s mother, Annie Howard, a 67-year old 
Texas-born widow with no occupation listed. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Horace D. and Verna Ainsworth as the owners of the house at 
705 W. 14th Street, which was worth $8,000.  Horace D. Ainsworth was 31, had been born in 
Texas, and was a grocery clerk.  Verna Ainsworth was 29, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a son, Horace, Jr., 3, who had been born in Texas. 
 
At 707 W. 14th Street lived John E. Bergstrom, who rented the house.  John E. Bergstrom was 
61, had been born in Sweden, and was a farmer.  With him lived his son, Earl, 21, an assistant 
book-keeper in a bank; and daughter, Evelyn, 20, who had no occupation listed.  Both had been 
born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Horace D. Ainsworth as the 21-year old son of William H. 
Ainsworth and his second wife, Emma; they lived in Gonzales, Texas.  William H. Ainsworth 
was 52, had been born in Tennessee, and was the manager of a feed warehouse.  Emma 
Ainsworth was 36, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  William’s children 
from his first marriage were Herman M., 25, a salesman for a feed warehouse; Horace D., 21, 
who had no occupation listed; and Garrison, 18.  From his second marriage, he had 2 sons: 
William H., Jr., 5; and Ford, 2.  All of the Ainsworth children had been born in Texas. 
 
His 1918 World War I draft registration card shows that Horace Denton Ainsworth was living in 
Gonzales, Texas, where he worked as a clerk for his father.  He was born in 1898 and was 
single.  He had a medium build and was of medium height.  He had brown eyes and brown hair. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows William and Alma Ainsworth living in Gonzales, Texas with their 5 
children.  William H. Ainsworth was 42, had been born in Tennessee, and was the manager of 
the Farmers’ Union warehouse.  Alma Ainsworth was 40, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  Their children were: Mozelle, 18; Miller, 15; Spencer, 13; Horace D., 11; and 
Garrison, 8.  All the children had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1900 U.S. Census shows Horace D. Ainsworth s the 1-year old son of William and Alma 
Ainsworth, who had their home on this site, with the address of 707 W. 14th Street. They owned 
that home. Horace D. Ainsworth was the youngest of William and Alma Ainsworth’s 4 children 
listed; his older siblings were Mozelle (later Mozelle Kuehne), 8; Miller, 5; and Spencer, 3.  
William Ainsworth was 32, had been born in Tennessee to a New York-born father and a 
Georgia-born mother, and is listed as a farmer.  Alma Ainsworth was 26, had been born in 
Texas to a North Carolina-born father and a Texas-born mother, and had no occupation listed.  
The family had a boarder, Mary Tyler, 15, who had been born in Texas and had no occupation 
listed. 
 
His 1960 death certificate shows that Horace D. Ainsworth was living at this address at the time 
of his death.  He was born in 1898 in Gonzales, Texas, and was a building contractor. 
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Society page note on Verna Ainsworth and her son, H.D. Ainsworth, Jr. 

Austin American-Statesman, October 28, 1928 
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Society page note on the Ainsworth children 

Austin American-Statesman, December 10, 1933 
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Ainsworth-Kuehne family reunion 

Austin American-Statesman, September 9, 1945 
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Society page column on Nancy and Helen Ainsworth, twin daughters of Horace D. and Verna 

Ainsworth 
Austin Statesman, April 20, 1953 
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Obituary of Annie Howard, the mother of Verna Ainsworth, who lived in this house from the late 

1920s until her death. 
Austin Statesman, December 5, 1953 
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Story on Horace D. Ainsworth’s discovery of a pioneer cabin under a house at 609 E. 11th Street 

Austin Statesman, June 11, 1955 
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Obituary of Horace D. Ainsworth 
Austin Statesman, April 15, 1960 
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Water service permit to H.D. Ainsworth for this address (1929) 

 
 

 
Building permit to H.D. Ainsworth for the construction of a stone veneer garage (1946) 
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The 1900 Sanborn map shows the former house on this site. 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows this house at 707 as well as the house at 705 W. 14th Street; 

H.D. Ainsworth’s parents place was around the corner at 1306 Rio Grande Street. 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows that the house at 705 W. 14th Street had been demolished.  The 

old Ainsworth house at 1306 Rio Grande is around the corner from this house at 707 W. 14th 
Street. 

 
 
 

 


