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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0418 
1206 GARNER AVENUE 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1941 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, brick-veneered ranch-style house with a partial-width, shed-roofed, 
independent porch; single and paired 6:6 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1941 by John D. and Lenna Young, who lived here for the rest of 
their lives.  John D. Young was born in Independence, Texas, and was the proprietor of 
Young and Pratt, a local heating and air conditioning contracting firm, which started off as 
a plumbing company and later as a sheet metal contractor.  John D. Young had several 
major contracts, including Texas Tech University, the University of Texas, Joske’s 
department store in San Antonio, the Commodore Perry Hotel, the Austin Tribune 
building, and the old American-Statesman plant.  After he passed away in 1970, Lenna 
Young continued to live in this house until her death in 1976.  Lenna Young was the 
commander and organizer of the Austin Navy Mothers’; Club, and the president and 
organizer of the Austin Grandmothers’ Club, and was active in other women’s clubs in 
Austin. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City 
Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a brick veneered ranch house, a fairly common 
housing type in Austin.  Ranch style homes were noted for their low, 
horizontal presence, and deep eaves or a long, horizontal porch, which are 
both evident on this house.  While this is an early example of the style, ranch 
houses were among the most common housing types built in Austin after 
World War II and through the 1970s. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned and by John D. and Lenna 
Young from the date of its construction in 1941 until their deaths in the 
1970s.  John D. Young was a heating and air conditioning contractor; Lenna 
Young was the president of several ladies’ clubs in Austin.  There do not 
appear to be sufficient historical associations to warrant individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 

 
 
 
 
 



 D.5 - 4 

1206 Garner Avenue 
ca. 1941 

 
 

 
2009 photograph 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1206 Garner Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2018 
 
1992  Curtis Jordan, owner 

Proprietor (with Mary R. Plauche), Jordan and Plauche, real estate, 1704 
Evergreen Avenue. 

 
1985-86 Curtis Jordan, renter 
  Proprietor, The Cullen Company (not listed in the directory) 
 
1981  Curtis Jordan, renter 

Broker, The Cullen Company, real estate and custom building, 1707 South 
Lamar Boulevard. 

 
1977  Curtis Jordan, renter 

Salesman, The Cullen Company, real estate and custom building, 1707 South 
Lamar Boulevard. 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Curtis Jordan was a new resident at this 
address. 

 
1973  Glenna Young, owner 
  Widow, J.D. Young 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Curtis Jordan is not listed in the directory. 
 
1968  John D. and Glenna Young, owners 

Proprietor (with Joseph C. Zern and William S. Winn), Young and Pratt, heating 
contractors, 1818 South Lamar Boulevard. 

 
1965  John D. and Glenna Young, owners 

Proprietor (with William S. Winn, Young and Pratt, heating contractors, 1818 
South Lamar Boulevard. 

 
1960  John D. and Lenna Young, owners 

Proprietor, Young and Pratt, heating contractors, 1818 South Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1957  John D. and Lillie Young, owners 

Proprietor, Young and Pratt Air Conditioning, 1818 South Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1953  John D. and Lenna Young, owners 
  Heating and air conditioning contractor, 1818 South Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1949 John D. and Lenna Young, owners 

Heating and air conditioning contractor, 1818 South Lamar Boulevard. 
 
1947  John D. and Lenna Young, owners 
  Sheet metal, 1818 Fredericksburg Road. 

NOTE:  Fredericksburg Road was the former name for what became South 
Lamar Boulevard. 
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1944-45 John D. and Lenna Young, owners 
  Sheet metal, 1818 Fredericksburg Road. 
 
1942  John D. and Lena Young, owners 
  Proprietor, Young and Pratt, plumber, 1818 Fredericksburg Road. 
 
1941  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  John D. and Lenna Young are listed at 3213 Harris Park Avenue.  He 
was a plumber with his office at 1818 Fredericksburg Road. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
John D. and Lenna Young (ca. 1941 – ca. 1975) 
John D. Young’s 1917 World War I draft registration card shows that he was born in 1894 in 
Independence, Texas.  He was living in Big Spring, Texas, where he was a sheet metal and 
plumbing contractor.  He was single.  He was tall with a medium build, and had dark brown hair 
and blue eyes. 
 
In 1930, according to the census report of that year, John D. Young was living in Lubbock, 
Texas, with this first wife, Ruby.  He was 35, had been born in Texas to a North Carolina-born 
father and a Louisiana-born mother, and was a plumbing and heating contractor.  His wife, 
Ruby, was also 35 and had been born in Texas to Missouri-born parents, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had a daughter, Ruth, 8, who had been born in Texas.  They owned 
their home in Lubbock. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows John D. and Lenna Young as the renters of the house at 3213 
Harris Park Avenue in Austin.  John D. Young was 46, had been born in Texas, and was a 
plumbing contractor.  Lenna Young was 43, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  They had a son, Earl, 16, who had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. 
 
John D. Young was born on January 1, 1894, in Independence, Texas to Albert Leroy 
Young and Elizabeth Alice Vickers. He married Ruby Edna Branson on October 27, 1919, in 
Westbrook, Texas. They had one child during their marriage, Ruth S Young. He later 
married Lenna Janie Wortman Evans and became stepfather to Opal Frankie Evans, Paul 
James "Buck" Evans, Richard Louie Evans, Alline Janie Evans, Earl Franklin Evans and 
Helen Marie Evans. He died on February 3, 1970, in Austin, Texas, at the age of 76. 
 
Lenna Janie Wortman was born on July 27, 1897, in Cooper, Texas to William Franklin 
Wortman and Nancy Jane Hamilton Wortman. She married Frank Edman Evans on July 26, 
1912, in Miller County, Arkansas. She had seven children by the time she was 28: Winnie 
Mae, Opal Frankie, Paul James "Buck, Richard Louie, Alline Janie, Earl Franklin and Helen 
Marie. She later married John D Young and lived in Austin, Texas. She died on March 3, 
1976, in Austin, Texas, at the age of 78. 

From the Find-A-Grave website 
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Story on Young and Pratt, John D. Young’s business 

Austin American-Statesman, October 18, 1953 
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Lenna Young, president of the Austin Grandmothers’ Club 

Austin Statesman, November 3, 1954 
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Lenna Young, commander of the Austin Navy Mothers;’ Club 

Austin Statesman, June 22, 1960 
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Obituary of John D. Young 

Austin Statesman, February 4, 1970 
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Obituary of Lenna Young 

Austin American-Statesman, March 4, 1976 
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Building permit to Lenna Young for the construction of this house (1941) 

 

 
Sewer connection application by J.D. Young (1941) 


