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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0444 
809 CHRISTOPHER STREET 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1932 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame cottage with a central, front-gabled entry 
hood; single and paired 1:1 fenestration with decorative wood screens. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built around 1932 by Bob and Jewel Marshall, who lived here until around 
1936.  Bob Marshall was an auto body man who, after living here, opened his own auto 
body shop.  He gained some notoriety in the late 1930s when he shot a man who had 
threatened him at his body shop.  It does not appear that criminal charges were filed 
against him for this killing, and he won a civil suit brought by the parents of the deceased 
man.  He was an auto racing enthusiast, racing and sponsoring races in and around Austin 
in the 1940s.  His son, Bob Marshall, Jr. had a large used car lot in town in the early 1960s. 
Around 1948, the house was purchased by Robert and Annette Preusse, who lived here for 
the rest of their lives.  Robert Preusse was a driver for the Becker Lumber Company when 
he and Annette bought this house; his later career was as a painter at Brackenridge 
Hospital. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any city survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City 
Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame early 1930s cottage with little 
architectural distinction; the 1930s cottage is a common housing type in 
Austin.  This house does not qualify for landmark designation under the 
criterion for architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned by an auto body shop worker 
(later owner, but after he had moved from this house), and two painters.  
There do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
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photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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809 Christopher Street 
ca. 1932 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
809 Christopher Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
July, 2014 
 
1992  Robert H. and Annette B. Preusse, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Robert H. and Annette B. Preusse, owners 
  Retired 
 
1981  Robert H. and Annette B. Preusse, owners 
  Retired 
 
1977  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 
  Plant operator, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1973  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 

Maintenance man, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1968  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 
  Maintenance man, Brackenridge Hospital 
  Also listed is Curtis Preusse, a student. 
 
1962  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 

Painter, Brackenridge Hospital 
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Also listed is Marilyn J. Preusse, a student. 

 
1959  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 
  Painter, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1955  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 

Painter, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1952  Robert H. and Annette Preusse, owners 
  Driver, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
 
1949  Robert and Annette Preusse, owners 
  Driver, Becker Lumber Company, 87-97 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE: Lucille D. Jensen is not listed in the directory. 
 
1947  Lucille D. Jensen, owner 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  Robert and Annette Preusse are not listed in the directory. 
 
1944-45 Harold and Lucille Jensen, owners 
  U.S. Merchant Marine 
 
1941  Lucille Jensen, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1939  John B. and Sybil Hulsey, owners 
  Painter 
 
1937  John B. Hulsey, renter 
  Painter 
  NOTE:  Robert L. and Jewel Marshall are not listed in the directory. 
 
1935  Robert L. and Jewel Marshall, owners 
  General manager, Mason’s Fender Shop, 112 E. 1st Street. 
  NOTE: The address is listed as 711 Christopher Street. 
 
1932-33 Robert L. and Jewel Marshall, owners 
  Fender man, Mason’s Fender Shop, 112 E. 1st Street. 
  NOTE: The address is listed as 711 Christopher Street. 
 
1930-31 No houses are listed on Christopher Street. 

NOTE:  Robert L. and Jewel Marshall are listed at 69 East Avenue; he was a 
body worker at Haston Body Works, S. Congress Avenue at Barton Springs 
Road. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Robert L. and Jewel Marshall (ca. 1932 – ca. 1936) 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Bob L. and Jewel L. Marshall as the renters of the house at 1301 
Newning Avenue in Austin.  Bob L. Marshall was 21, had been born in Texas, and was a helper 
in a fender shop.  Jewel L. Marshall was also 21, had been born in Texas, and had no 
occupation listed.  They had an infant son, Bob, Jr., who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Bob L. and Jewell Marshall as the owners of the house at 815 
Christopher Street in Austin; that house was worth $3,000.  Bob L. Marshall was 31, had been 
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born in Texas, and was the manager of an auto repair shop.  Jewell Marshall was 32, had been 
born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They had 2 sons: Bob, Jr., 10; and Richard A., 8 
months.  The Marshalls had a live-in housekeeper, Georgia Crawford, 22, who had been born in 
Texas.  She lived in Elgin, Texas in 1935. 
 
Bob Marshall died in 1975; Jewel Marshall died in 1990.  Their son, Bob Marshall, Jr., owned a 
used car lot at 5th Street and West Avenue in the early 1960s. 
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Bob Marshall shoots a man who threatened him 

Austin American-Statesman, March 26, 1939 
 

 
Story on the civil trial of Bob Marshall for shooting Walter Armstrong 

Austin Statesman, July 13, 1939 
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Bob Marshall wins the suit filed by the parents of the man he shot 

Austin Statesman, July 15, 1939 
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Bob Marshall was an auto racing enthusiast  

Austin Statesman, February 28, 1946 
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Obituary of Bob Marshall 

Austin American-Statesman, November 15, 1975 
 
Lucille Jensen (ca. 1940 – ca, 1948) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Lucile Jensen as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$2,500.  Lucile Jensen was 30, had been born in Louisiana, and had no occupation listed.  She 
had lived in Houston in 1935.  With her lived her mother, Annie N. Davis, a 52-year old Texas-
born widow with no occupation listed; and Lucile’s brother, LeRoy Davis, 18, who had been born 
in Texas, and was a sodder for the CCC. 
 
Robert and Annette Preusse (ca. 1948 – ca. 2010) 

 
Obituary of Robert Preusse 

Austin American-Statesman, February 10, 1992 
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Obituary of Annette Preusse 

Austin American-Statesman, October 24, 2010 
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Sewer connection application by J.D. Hulsey for this house (1937) 
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Water service permit for this address (1940) 

 

 
Building permit to Robert Preusse to relocate the garage (1949) 

 

 
Building permit to Robert Preusse for a frame addition (1951) 
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Building permit to Robert Preusse for an addition to the garage (1980) 

 
 


