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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0480 
3508 BONNIE ROAD 

 
PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1938 house. 
 
ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, front-gabled frame house with a partial-width inset porch; 
single 1:1 fenestration. 
RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1938 for Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, who lived here until 
1976.  Joe Robertson was from Santa Anna, Coleman County, Texas, and came to Austin 
around 1932 from Waco.  He studied law at the University of Texas, and administered an 
estate, according to city directories of the early 1940s.  Around 1943, he opened the Austex 
Hotel at 203 W. 7th Street, the old Mitchell Apartment Building (also the offices of Dr. J. 
Stanley Wright, a chiropractor, as well as the salon of Alice Miller, “spiritualist and proof 
reader” ); the hotel appears to have been a residential hotel rather than for transients, was 
in operation until around 1950.  He ran for Justice of the Peace in Travis County in 1940. 
After Joe Robertson passed away in 1960, his widow, Juanita Robertson, who had been a 
dressmaker with her salon in this house, became a secretary for her son Joe T. Robertson’s 
insurance agency, and later his law office.  Juanita Robertson died in 1976.  The house then 
became a rental property at least through the early 1990s. 
STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 
Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 
that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City 
Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame late 1930s cottage with a large inset 
porch, but represents a common type of residential architecture in Austin 
from that period.  The house does not display sufficient architectural 
significance to justify a recommendation for landmark designation based 
upon its architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house is notably modest for this neighborhood, 
even compared with other houses built during the same period on Bonnie 
Road and in other areas of Tarrytown.  Joe and Juanita Robertson built the 
house and lived here until they passed away; Juanita in 1976.  Joe Robertson 
was an estate administrator and the proprietor of a small hotel on W. 7th 
Street, but there do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 
group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 
the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 
photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 
archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 
designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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3508 Bonnie Road 
ca. 1938 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
3508 Bonnie Road 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2018 
 
1992  Anne K. Ducote, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1985-86 Robin Moats, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1981  Paul W. and Peggy M. Outon, renters 

Proprietor (w9th David Kettler), Kettler-Outon Construction Company, home 
remodeling, custom homes, 6521 Burnet Road. 

 
1977  Paul W. and Peggy M. Outon, renters 

Contractor 
NOTE:  The directory indicates that Paul W. and Peggy M. Outon were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1973  Juanita H. Robertson, owner 

Widow, Joseph W. Robertson 
Typist, Joe T. Robertson, lawyer, 1107 Nueces Street. 
NOTE:  Joe T. and Joyce Robertson lived next door at 3506 Bonnie Road. 
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1968  Juanita H. Robertson, owner 
  Widow, Joseph W. Robertson 
  Typist, Joe T. Robertson, lawyer, 1107 Nueces Street. 

NOTE:  Joe T. and Joyce Robertson lived next door at 3506 Bonnie Road. 
 
1965  Juanita H. Robertson, owner 
  Widow, Joseph W. Robertson 
  Typist, Joe T. Robertson, lawyer, 1107 Nueces Street. 

NOTE:  Joe T. and Joyce Robertson lived next door at 3506 Bonnie Road. 
 
1960  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 

Secretary, Joe T. Robertson Insurance Agency, 1408 Congress Avenue. 
NOTE:  Joe T. and Joyce Robertson lived next door at 3506 Bonnie Road. 

 
1957  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 

No occupation listed 
 
1953  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 

No occupation listed 
 

1949  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  Hotel operator 
 
1947  Joseph T. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Joe T. Robertson, a student at the University of Texas. 
 
1944-45 Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  Proprietor, Austex Hotel, 203 W. 7th Street. 
 
1941  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  Administrator 

NOTE:  There is no listing for the Austex Hotel; the Mitchel Apartments were 
located at 203 W. 7th Street. 

 
1940  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  Estate administrator 
 
1939  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson, owners 
  No occupation listed 
  NOTE:  The house is listed as 3508 Ash Street. 
 
1937  No houses are listed on Bonnie Road. 

NOTE:  Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson are listed at 1910 David Street; 
neither had an occupation shown. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Joseph W. and Juanita Robertson (ca. 1938 – ca. 1976) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Joe W. and Juanita Robertson as the owners of this house, which 
was worth $3,000.  Joe W. Robertson was 44, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation 
listed.  Juanita Robertson was 42, had been born in Texas, and was a seamstress at home.  
With them lived their son, Joe T. Robertson, 19, who had been born in Texas and had no 
occupation listed. 
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The 1930 U.S. Census shows Joe W. and Juanita Robertson living in a house they owned in 
Waco, Texas.  Joe W. Robertson was 35, had been born in Texas, and was a leader of oil 
lands.  Juanita Robertson was 33, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had a son, Joe Thaddeus Robertson, 9, who had been born in Texas. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Joe and Juanita Robertson living in a rented apartment in Santa 
Anna, Coleman County, Texas, where Joe was a 24-year old tailor with his own shop.  Juanita 
Robertson had no occupation listed. 
 
Joseph W. Robertson was living at this address at the time of his death in 1960.  He was born in 
1895 in Texas and was a retired property owner. 
 
Juanita Robertson died in 1976; her last address was this house.  She was a widowed legal 
secretary who had been born in 1898 in Santa Anna, Texas. 
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Joe W. Robertson runs for Justice of the Peace 

Austin American-Statesman, July 21, 1940 
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Joe T. Robertson, who grew up in this house, marries Joyce Long 
Austin American-Statesman, September 7, 1947 
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Obituary of Joe W. Robertson 

Austin Statesman, May 11, 1960 
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Obituary of Juanita Robertson 

Austin American-Statesman, April 14, 1976 
 
 

 
Water service permit for this address (1945) 
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Building permit to Joseph W. Robertson to reroof the house and garage (1945) 

 
 

 


