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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 

PERMIT IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2018-0061 

1204 W. 10th Street 

West Line Historic District 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1918 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Front-gabled, rectangular-plan house clad in wood, with 1:1 vinyl-sash windows and a 

corner porch.  

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed around 1918. By 1927, Robert and Georgia Waterston had 

purchased the house; they lived there until 1939. Robert Waterston worked as a stone 

mason. Joe and Tiny Taylor bought and occupied the house around 1940. Joe was a 

longtime employee of the Austin Police Department and an expert marksman. 

 

The house appears to have remained in its original form at least until the late 1970s, when 

a major remodel was undertaken. At that time, an existing porch on the east side of the 

house was likely enclosed into the shed-roofed side addition. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The property is contributing to the West Line Historic District. It does not appear to meet 

the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building appears to retain a moderate degree of integrity. A side porch has been 

enclosed and original windows replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to 

demonstrate significance according to any of the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building is built in a wing-and-gable style. It does not appear to be 

architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. Robert and Georgia Waterston lived in the house for 

approximately 20 years, while Joe and Tiny Taylor lived there for close to 30 years. 

However, there do not appear to be significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, including 

consideration of a demolition delay, as the building is contributing to the historic district. If 

the Commission votes to approve the permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of 

Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 

Due to the building’s location in a National Register historic district, the Commission must 

review and comment on the proposed plans for new construction prior to the release of the 

demolition permit. No plans have been received to date. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (south) façade and west elevation of 1204 W. 10th Street. 
 

 
Primary façade. 
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Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff 

September 2018 

 

1916 Not listed 

 

1918 Vacant 

 

1920-24 H. F. and Maggie Harper, owners 

 Carrier, post office (1920, 1922); rural carrier, post office (1924) 

 

1927-39 Robert and Georgia Waterston, owners 

 Stone contractor (1927); contractor (1929-1937); stone (1939). Georgia is listed as 

Josie in 1937. 

 

1941-62 Joseph B. and Tiny D. Taylor, owners 

 Clerk, Police Department (1941); range officer, Police Department (1944-52); 

employee, City Police Department (1955); range operator, City Police Department 

(1959-62) 

 

1973-77 Mrs. Tiny D. Taylor, owner (widow of Joseph B.) 

 Retired 

 

1986 Unit A—Cheri Cox, renter 

 Manicurist, AZIZ 

 Unit B—Beverly Cox, owner 

 AZIZ 

 

1992 Unit A—B. Y. Cox, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 Unit B—Duane R. Miller, renter 

 No occupation listed 

 

 

Background Research 

Robert “Bob” James Waterston was born in 1877 in Northumberland, England, and 

immigrated to the U.S. in 1882. He worked as a stone mason and carpenter. The Waterston 

family lived in San Antonio in 1910, Georgetown from at least 1917-18, and Austin 

beginning in 1925. Bob Waterston died in 1943. 
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“Death Takes Bob Waterston,” Austin Statesman 8/28/1943. 

 

Georgia Waterston (nee Schieffer) was born in 1880 in Round Rock. By 1900, the family 

was living in Georgetown and her father was working as a grocery merchant. She married 

Robert Waterson around 1900, and the couple had at least three children. Georgia was 

involved in the Order of the Eastern Star—a Masonic body open to both men and women—

as a matron, and acted in at least one comedic play the order produced in 1938. Georgia 

Waterston died in 1941. 
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Obituary, Austin American 11/9/1941. 

 

Joseph Brown “Joe” Taylor was born in 1898 in Central Texas and grew up in Travis and 

Williamson counties. His father was a farmer in or near Manor, and Joe helped out on the 

farm from an early age. By 1930, he was working for the City of Austin Police Department. 

He remained there for 35 years and served as a foot patrolman, detective, and sergeant in 

charge of the pistol range. For the last five years of his career, he headed security at the 

Holly Street Power Plant. A member of the National Rifle Association, the Austin Police 

Association, and the Austin Rifle Club, Taylor was a top-ranked marksman in Texas. He 

helped the Austin Police Department aim at victory in statewide shooting competitions and 

organized gun training for fellow police officers in Austin. He also was involved in fraternal 

organizations such as the Colorado Lodge, the Masonic Lodge, the Scottish Rite, and Ben 

Hur Temple. Joe Taylor died in Austin in 1967. 
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“Team Nears Perfection without Practice,” Austin American 7/4/1937. 
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“Joe Taylor Ranks Tops as Marksman,” Austin Statesman 1/30/1942. 

 

 
“Austin Police Practicing Shots at Moving Target,” Austin Statesman 1/25/1949. 
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“Practice Pays Off Well for Police Pistol Team,” Austin Statesman 8/4/1950. 
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“Veteran Policeman Succumbs,” Austin Statesman 8/21/1967. 
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Obituary for Joe B. Taylor, Austin Statesman 8/22/1967. 

 

Tiny (or Tiney) Drury Taylor was born in 1896 in Robertson County, Texas, roughly 100 

miles northeast of Austin. Tiny completed two years of college and, by 1919, was working as 

one of three teachers in Travis County’s Hornsby-Dunlap school. She married Joe B. Taylor 

between 1920 and 1927, and the couple had four daughters. A 1932 city directory lists the 

family as living next door at 1206 W. 10th Street, though they had moved out by 1935. By 

1940, they had returned to the street and were living at 1204 W. 10th Street with Joe 

Taylor’s mother and a servant. Tiny was involved in the Travis County Council of Women 

and the Twentieth Century Sunday Club. She died in 1977 in Austin. Her death certificate 

lists Pearl Tiny Taylor as an alternate name. 

 
 
Building Permits 
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Building permit to construct wood-frame addition issued to Mrs. A. E. Taylor, 5/25/1939. 
 

 
Building permit for “room onto lot for residence” issued to J. B. Taylor, 11/8/1945. 
 

. 
Building permit to repair fire damage issued to J. B. Taylor, 9/17/1962. 
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Permit for interior improvements issued to J. B. Taylor, 9/17/1962. 
 

 
Permit for residential remodel issued to Beverly Y. Cox, 8/30/1974. 
 



 C.6 - 15 

 
Building permit to remodel residence issued to Beverly Y. Cox, 10/25/1977. 
 

 
Plumbing inspection record sheet for a remodel, 3/15/1978. 
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Building inspection card for creation of a duplex issued to J. Frasinger, 3/2/1982. 
 
 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
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1922 Sanborn map, showing the extant corner porch (southwest corner) and a larger porch on the 
east side of the house. 
 

 
1935 Sanborn map. No changes appear to have been made since 1922. 
 

 
1961 Sanborn map. No changes appear to have been made since 1922 and 1935. 


