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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 24, 2018
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0511
1208 Perez Street

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1953 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled house with brick and wood cladding and 2:2
aluminum-sash windows.

RESEARCH

1208 Perez Street was constructed around 1953. Pete (or Pedro) and Tomaso Mendieta were
the longest-term owners, occupying the house from at least 1955 until around 1977. Pete
worked as a laborer and carpenter.

The house appears to retain its historic character. A rear addition was constructed in 1969.

STAFF COMMENTS

The building does not appear to meet the criteria for designation as a historic landmark.

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark

1) The building is more than 50 years old.

2) The building retains a high degree of integrity.

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation
(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property does not
appear to demonstrate significance according to any criteria.

a. Architecture. The house was built in the Minimal Traditional style. It does
not appear to possess architectural distinction.

b. Historical association. Pete and Tomaso Mendieta lived in the house for
approximately 20 years. There do not appear to be significant historical
associations.

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield
significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location,
physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the
character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a
particular group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, then relocation over
demolition. If the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends
completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all
elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin
History Center.
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Occupancy History

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff
September 2018

1952 Perez Street not listed

1955-77 Pete and Tomaso Mendieta, owners
Laborer (1955); carpenter (1959); no occupation listed (1962, 1968); laborer (1973);
no occupation listed (1977). Tomaso is listed as Tommy in 1955.

1986-92 Gregorio and Tamasa Martinez, owners
Employee, Thompson Construction (1986); retired (1992)

Background Research

Little information was found on Pete or Tomaso “Tommy” Mendieta during research. Pedro
Mendieta was born in 1904 or 1905 in Mexico and died in 1977 in Austin. Tomaso Mendieta
predeceased him; her birth and date dates are not known.

Feliciano and Maria Jesusa Mendieta, who may have been Pedro Mendieta’s parents or
other relatives, lived at 1210 Perez Street from at least 1955 until at least 1961. Feliciano
also worked as a carpenter.
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