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Austin in Context

11th Largest City in the United States

One of the Fastest Growing 
Metro Areas in the Country

Austin-Round Rock Metropolitan 
Statistical Area

• Travis County

• Williamson County

• Hays County

• Caldwell County

• Bastrop County



Rapid Population Growth and a Declining Share of Regional Growth
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Data Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census Total Population, 2017 American Community Survey Population Estimate

City’s share of regional growth on the decline. 
Austin’s take of annual regional population growth was only 23% last year, meaning 
that 77% of all new population growth in the region landed outside of Austin proper.



Data Source: US Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Resident Population



Profound Racial and Ethnic Diversification



Data Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census Total Population, 2017 American Community Survey Population Estimate

Majority-Minority



Data Source: US Census Bureau, Decennial Census Total Population, 2017 American Community Survey Population Estimate



Data Source: US Census Bureau, 1990, 2000, 2010 Decennial Census, 2017 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates



Foreign-Born 
Population
Most Common Countries of Origin for 
Foreign-Born Population:

1. Mexico

2. India

3. China

4. Vietnam

5. Honduras

6. El Salvador

7. South Korea

8. Guatemala

9. Cuba

10. Canada

Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



Language 
Diversity

Most Common Languages Spoken in 
Austin:

1. Spanish 

2. Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese)

3. Arabic

4. Vietnamese

5. Korean

Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates
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Sustained Job Growth and Historic Low Unemployment



Data Source: Texas Workforce Commission and US Bureau of Labor Statistics, CES Non-Farm Payroll Jobs

Year over Year Percent Change in Job Growth



Data Source: Texas Workforce Commission, Annual Unemployment Rates, Austin city



Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2014 On the Map

Worker Flows 

for Austin 

2014



Suburbs Take the Lead in Regional Growth



Austin Annexations 
by Decade 
1959 to 2012

Year
Land Area 

(sq mi)

Percent 

Change

1950 37.5

1960 55.1 45%

1970 80.1 45%

1980 123.9 55%

1990 225.6 82%

2000 257.9 14%

2010 307.8 19%

2016 372.1 21%

Data Source: City of Austin, Imagine Austin Comprehensive Plan



Data Source: New York Times, “Seattle Climbs but Austin Sprawls”; US Postal Service analysis of 2016 US Counties – US Census Bureau population and housing estimates



Stubborn Geographic Segregation and Widening Disparities



Inheriting Inequality



Austin, 2016

Non-Hispanic White Share of Total
Neighborhoods of Color

All Races and Ethnicities Other than non-Hispanic White

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, via Ryan Robinson



Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Decennial Censuses, via Ryan Robinson



Median Family Income

2016

Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, via Ryan Robinson

% Change from 2011 to 2016



Families by 
Income Bracket
Austin, Texas

2000 to 2016

Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, 2010 and 2016 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates, via Ryan Robinson



Austin 
Median 
Household 
Income
In 2017

City: $67,755

Metro Area: $73,800

The difference between the 
median income of a white 
household and black household 
was over $40,000.

Poverty rate = 13.1%
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Data Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates



Shares of 
Household Income

Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2016 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates

Austin’s recent economic success has 
not yet meant prosperity for all. 



Data Source: US Census Bureau, 2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



Change in Economically 
Disadvantaged Student 
Population 2005 - 2015

15 school districts saw an increase of over 

10% to their economically disadvantaged 

populations from the 2004-2005 school 

year to 2014-2015.

Data Source: Texas Education Agency, District Performance Reports Children’s Optimal Health, Suburbanization of Poverty study by Sam Tedford



Rising Unaffordability and Dynamic Change



Data Source: January 2018 Austin Board of Realtors



Austin, Texas 2018

median home price: 

$367,000

average rent: 

$1,235

persons experiencing homelessness: 

2,147 

cost-burdened households: 

37%

Data Source: US Census Bureau via Housing Works Austin, Austin Board of Realtors via Ryan Robinson



Projected Growth and Census 2020



By 2040, population 
and jobs forecasts 
show an additional 

750,000 residents and 
350,000 new jobs.

2040 projected population: 

1,732,892

2040 projected total jobs:

976,887

Data Source: Imagine Austin Population and Jobs Forecast



US Constitution requires that each decade 
we take a count – or census – of America’s 
population. 

- performed every decade since 1790

- responsible for the reapportionment 
of Congressional districts among the 
states and redistricting

- tied to the re-allocation of over $675 
billion annually in federal funds

The 2020 Census goal is to count everyone one, only once, 
and in the right place. 

Census Day is April 1, 2020. A complete enumeration is 
provided to the President by December 31, 2020.


