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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 19, 2018 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2018-0066 

1714 W. 34TH STREET 

OLD WEST AUSTIN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a one-story house and detached garage built ca. 1941 and construct a two-story 

house.  

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, cross-gabled, irregular-plan house built in the Minimal Traditional style; clad in 

wood siding with divided-lite double-hung wood-sash windows. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed around 1941 as a demonstration home for the Federal Housing 

Authority (FHA) in partnership with the Calcasieu Lumber Company. The sponsors sought 

to increase homeownership by demonstrating that compact working-class housing could be 

constructed well and affordably. They also wanted to help potential buyers understand new 

financing models offered by FHA, which were designed to spur housing construction during 

and after the Great Depression. “Many of these families have not fully understood that 

small, attractive homes… can be built at so low a cost,” explained a newspaper article. The 

home was approved and inspected by FHA architects, and the public was invited to open 

houses upon its completion. 1714 W. 34th Street appears to be one of two FHA 

demonstration homes constructed locally; the first was built in 1938 in South Austin. See p. 

7 for more information on FHA demonstration homes. 

 

Fred and Mary Schmidt lived in the house from soon after it was built (at least 1944) until 

at least 1992. (Fred died in 1991.) Fred worked for the University Co-op Society as a 

bookkeeper and office manager, while Mary worked as a secretary for the Lutheran Student 

Center. 

 

Additions were constructed in 1951 and 1958, during the historic period. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

Construct a 2-story house in a modern style. The proposed house will be clad in wood 

shingle siding, capped by a cross-gabled roof, and feature single-hung or casement clad-

wood windows with divided lites. It will be set back 25’ from the property line and will have 

an L-plan footprint of approximately 1,630 square. feet. Prominent features include an 

exterior stucco chimney. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Old West Austin Historic District. It does not 

appear to meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old, having been constructed ca. 1941. 
2) The building appears to retain a high degree of integrity. 
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3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate 

significance according to one of the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building is an intact example of the Minimal Traditional style, but 

does not appear to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. The building was constructed as an FHA demonstration home 

in an attempt to spur the housing market, possibly one of only two such homes built 

in Austin in the late 1930s and early 1940s. There may be significant historical 

associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects in 

National Register historic districts. The following standards apply to the proposed new 

building: 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work 
will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, 
features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and 
its environment. 

When evaluated in the context of the Old West Austin Historic District, the proposed 

building is differentiated from the surrounding historic buildings by its two-story height, 

boxy massing, shingle siding, prominent chimney, and floor-to-ceiling windows. Nearby 

historic-age buildings are one story high, with simple L-plan massing, small entry porches, 

and 1:1 or multi-lite single- or double-hung windows. It should be noted that the 

neighboring building is a two-story house designed with modern farmhouse influences, 

including a front-facing gable similar to those on the proposed building. 

 

The proposed building is out of character and scale with the area’s historic-age buildings. 

 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

If the proposed building were to be removed, the form and integrity of the historic area 

would be unimpaired. 

 

The proposed project is not in keeping with the standards. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider postponing a decision to allow more research into FHA demonstration homes in 

Austin. 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, including 

consideration of a demolition delay, as the building is contributing to the historic district. If 

the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of 
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Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned 

sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 

Due to the building’s location in a National Register historic district, the Commission must 

review and comment on the proposed plans for new construction prior to the release of the 

demolition permit. If the Commission votes to approve the demolition permit application, 

staff recommends that it suggest that the applicant consider a more modest one-story 

design to better integrate with the historic character of the neighborhood. The Commission 

may comment on the plans now or request that the applicant return to a future hearing 

with revised plans. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (south) façade and east elevation of 1714 W. 34th Street. 
 

 
Primary façade. 
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Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
October 2018 

 

1941 Address not listed 

 

1944-92 Fred O. and Mary L. Schmidt, owners 

 Fred worked for the University Co-op Society as a bookkeeper (1944), office 

manager (1949-62, 1973), and comptroller (1968). He retired by 1977. Mary was 

a student in 1968 and worked as an office secretary for the Lutheran Student 

Center in 1973. 

 

 

Background Research 
Residents  

Fred Otto Schmidt was born in 1916 in Brenham Wash, Texas. He attended Rosebud High 

School and earned a B.A. from UT. He worked for the University Co-op Society for more 

than 30 years as a bookkeeper, office manager, and comptroller, retiring by 1977. He died 

in 1991. No death notice or obituary were located during research. 

 

Mary Louise Schmidt (nee Lloyd) was born in 1911 in Austin. She attended Austin High 

School and worked at the stenographic bureau at UT. She married Fred Schmidt in 1937. 

She died in 2009 in Lockhart. 

 

 
Death notice, 4/27/2009. 
 

Architects 

Driscoll & Groos were the architects and W. A. Darby was the contractor. The partnership 

of Driscoll & Groos appears to have been founded in 1937, the same year that Dan Joseph 

Driscoll and Francis Delmar Groos were licensed as architects. The firm appears to have 

had a strong start. Its first year, it designed houses at 3512 and 3514 Enfield Road and 

served as the engineer for the Texas Public Service Company Building in Smithville, 

designed by Arthur Fehr. No additional information was located about the firm during 

research, though it apparently existed until at least 1941, when 1714 W. 34th Street was 

designed. 
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FHA Demonstration Home 
Source: “House and Yard: The Design of the Suburban Home,” U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/suburbs/part3.htm.  

 

America’s move toward single-family detached houses took more than a hundred years, 

with many trends and policies furthering what became a national goal. Quality single-

family houses for the working class received a major boost in the aftermath of the Great 

Depression, when the Federal Housing Administration was founded in 1934. An early 

action was to develop a new financing model—mortgage insurance—that reduced banks’ 

risk in lending to homebuyers. It also published housing and subdivision standards, as well 

as a set of five efficient small house designs that met those standards. Later editions of the 

design publication, Planning Small Homes, introduced a more flexible approach where 

additions and features could be added to a “minimum” house.  

 

To convince their target markets of moderate-income families, the FHA partnered with 

local companies to build demonstration homes in local markets. These homes were widely 

publicized, with members of the public encouraged to walk through when finished. 

Demonstration homes had been used in the 1920s to “sell” design ideas and architects’ work 

to consumers, and these had a similar aim. 

 

In Austin, another FHA demonstration home was constructed in 1938 with Calcasieu 

lumber. This home was part of a statewide “Small Home Demonstration Program” 

sponsored by the FHA and Texas State Lumbermen’s association. As with the house at 

1714 W. 34th Street, the goal of the program was straightforward: 

…To encourage the construction of small homes in the low price field to meet the 

demand for homes so evidently existing in the ranks of the lower income brackets… 

[to suggest] the building of small homes containing maximum requirements of 

livability and comfort and offered for sale to the great mass of potential home 

owners. 

 

The earlier demonstration home is located at 1706 Briar Street and appears to retain 

historic integrity. See p. 9 for an advertisement and article about the house. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/suburbs/part3.htm
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Advertisement, Austin American, 5/18/1941.       Advertisement, Austin American, 6/1/1941. 
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Building Permits 

 
Building permit issued to W. A. Darby, 5/8/1941. 

 

 
Water service permit issued to W. A. Darby, 5/12/1941. 
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Sewer connection permit issued to W. A. Darby, 5/12/1941. 

 

 
Building permit for addition worth $300 issued to Marlin Young, 4/4/1951. 
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Building permit for wood-frame addition worth $2,400 issued to Fred O. Schmidt, 10/16/1958. 


