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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 19, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0596 

1902 W. 39TH STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Partial demolition of a ca. 1950 house to allow the construction of a two-story rear addition. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

The existing house is a one-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame cottage with a central, 

front-gabled independent entry porch on plain posts; single 1:1 fenestration. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1950 by Walter Hejl and his wife, Margaret “Peggy.”  The Hejls lived 

in this house for the rest of their lives.  Walter Hejl was a native of Bell County and worked 

as an analyst and accountant for the State Highway Department for the 37 years prior to his 

retirement in 1986. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame post-World War II cottage, which, while 

typical of the Oakmont neighborhood, has little architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. The house was built by an accountant and analyst for 

the State Highway Department, who lived here until at least the late 1990s 

when his first wife passed away.  There do not appear to be significant 

historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Release the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting 

of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  While the proposed addition to the house is large 

and two-story, it is set at the back of the house, and complies with the general principles of 

design standards in historic districts.  The house does not rise to the level of individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1902 W. 39th Street 
ca. 1950 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1902 W. 39th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November, 2018 
 
1992  Walter and Margaret Hejl, owners 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Walter and Peggy M. Hejl, owners 
  Employed by the State Highway Department 
 
1981  Walter and Peggy M. Hejl, owners 
  Employed by the State Highway Department 
 
1977  Walter and Peggy M. Hejl, owners 
  Employed by the State Highway Department 
 
1973  Walter and Peggy M. Hejl, owners 
  Chief accountant, State Highway Department 
 
1968  Walter and Peggy M. Hejl, owners 
  Staff service assistant, State Highway Department 
 
1965  Walter and Peggy Hejl, owners 
  Administrative analyst, State Highway Department 
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1962  Walter and Peggy Hejl, owners 
Administrative analyst, State Highway Department 

 
1957  Walter and Peggy Hejl, owners 

Analyst, State Highway Department 
 
1953  Walter and Peggy Hejl, owners 
  Analyst, State Highway Department 
 
1952  Walter J. and Peggy Hejl, owners 

Analyst, State Highway Department 
 
1949  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Walter and Peggy Hejl are listed at 401½ W. 39th Street; he was an 
analyst for the State Highway Department. 
NOTE:  The 1947 city directory shows Walter and Margaret Hejl living at 1631 
Palma Plaza; he was a claims examiner for the State Unemployment 
Commission. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
Walter J. and Peggy Hejl (ca. 1951 – ca. 1999) 
Walter Hejl appears in the 1930 U.S. Census as the 6-year old son of Joe and Frances Hejl, who 
rented their home in rural Bell County, Texas.  Walter was born in Texas, and was the 4th of Joe 
and Frances Hejl’s 5 children.  Joe Hejl was 34 and was born in Texas to Czech-born parents.  
He is listed as a farmer in the census report.  Frances Hejl was also 34, had been born in Texas 
to Czech-born parents, and had no occupation listed.  Walter’s oldest brother, Johnnie, 15 is listed 
as a farm laborer. 
 
Walter Hejl and Margaret Lee Rice were married in August, 1946.  After Margaret’s death in 1999, 
Walter married Evalea Thomason in 2001. 
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Story on the marriage of Peggy Rice and Walter Hejl 

Austin American-Statesman, September 1, 1946 
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Obituary of Margaret “Peggy” Hejl 

Austin American-Statesman, January 24, 1999 
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Obituary of Walter Hejl 

Austin American-Statesman, January 5, 2012 
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Building permit to Walter Hejl for the construction of this house (1950) 

 

 
Water service permit for this address (1950) 
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Sewer service permit for this address (1950) 

 

 
Building permit to Walter Hejl for a frame addition (1955) 
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Building permit to Walter Hejl to remodel the house and add a patio (1967) 

 
 

 


