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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

NOVEMBER 19, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0595 

2500 Inwood Place 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish part of a ca. 1951 building and construct a side addition and auxiliary dwelling unit 

(ADU). 
 

ARCHITECTURE 

Two-story, irregular-plan, flat- and shed-roofed building; wood and brick masonry siding; 

casement aluminum-sash windows. 

 

RESEARCH 

Eugene and Doris Wukasch lived at 2500 Inwood Place beginning in 1951. Eugene moved 

out around 1971, while Doris lived in the house until at least 1992. Eugene was a native 

Austinite who graduated from UT with a degree in architectural engineering. As principal 

of the firm Wukasch & Associates, he was a prolific church designer, completing more than 

70 religious buildings in Austin and around Texas between 1959 and 1969. His designs 

incorporated historical themes into a modern style and were recognized by local 

newspapers, a statewide architectural publication, and a national ecclesiastical design 

competition. Wukasch & Associates also designed fire stations, schools, master plans, 

retirement apartment buildings, and houses. Wukasch was a historic preservation advocate 

who planned Waterloo Park and Symphony Square, both projects involving restoration of 

historic buildings, and restored several local landmarks. Doris worked for the Wukasch 

architectural firm and later taught in a public school. 

 

It is not clear if Eugene Wukasch designed 2500 Inwood Place. It was constructed in 1951, 

before he started his own firm in 1953-54. At the time, he was working at Jessen Jessen 

Millhouse and Greeven; it seems likely that he was involved in the design. 

 

Several changes have been made to the building. A second-story frame addition was 

constructed at the rear around 1957, a carport at the north end was enclosed in 1974, and 

the house was divided into a duplex in 1979. The second-story addition falls within the 

historic period (50+ years). 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The project includes the removal of the enclosed carport and a small portion of the west 

wall, and construction of a one-story addition with a footprint that is smaller at the front 

and expanded to the rear. The addition will be clad in brick, hardiplank lap siding, and 

hardiplank panel siding and feature aluminum-sash casement windows. It will be capped 

with a metal shed roof and have a footprint of 807 square feet. 

 

The ADU will be located directly west of the house, with the same setback from the street. 

It will be clad in hardiplank board and batten and panel siding and capped with a metal 

shed roof with parapet walls. It will have a footprint of 540 square feet. 
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STAFF COMMENTS 

The building may meet the criteria for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is 50 years old, having been constructed around 1951. 

2) The building retains a relatively high degree of integrity. A second story was added 

in 1957, within the historic period; and a carport was enclosed in 1974. 

3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation 

(City of Austin Land Development Code, Section 25-2-352). The property may 

demonstrate significance according to two criteria: architecture and historical 

association. 

a. Architecture. The house is designed in the Midcentury Modern style and may 

possess architectural distinction. 

b. Historical association. Eugene and Doris Wukasch lived in the house from 

1951 until approximately 1971 (Eugene) and at least 1992 (Doris). Wukasch 

was a prominent church architect in Texas whose firm grew to design a range 

of building types. He was not known for his residential designs. However, 

there may be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield 

significant data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The property does not appear to have a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the 

character, image, or cultural identity of the city, a neighborhood, or a 

particular group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

The proposed project removes the enclosed carport, a feature that has been substantially 

altered. The addition is designed in a sensitive style and is one story. However, it is not set 

back from the front wall of the existing house, and the new brick veneer cladding on the 

east wall may be mistaken for original construction. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Postpone the case or initiate historic designation to allow further research and evaluation 

of the building as a potential historic landmark, particularly whether Eugene Wukasch was 

the architect and how the house compares to his other work. If the Commission votes to 

release the permit, then staff recommends that the applicant be encouraged to differentiate 

the brick veneer on the east wall from the existing brick (even slightly), and that the permit 

be released upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
East façade of 2500 Inwood Place. 
 

 
Detail of primary entrance. 
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East façade and north elevation, with the carport proposed for removal in the foreground. 
 

 
Detail of carport. 
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West elevation. 
 
 

Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff 

October 2018 

 

1949 Address not listed 

 

1952-68 J. Eugene and Doris L. Wukasch, owners 

 Draftsman, Jessen Jessen Millhouse and Greeven (1952); architect and engineer, 

2000 Guadalupe Street (1959-1968) 

 Linda C. Wukasch, renter (1968 only) 

 Student 

 

1973-77 Mrs. Doris L. Wukasch, owner 

 Teacher, public school 

 Susan E. Wukasch (1973, 1977) 

 No occupation listed 

 Jean E. Wukasch (1973 only) 

 No occupation listed 

 Johnathan E. Wukasch (1977 only) 

 Student 

1986 M. S. Kosub 

 No occupation listed 

 

1992 Doris Wukasch, owner 

 No occupation listed 
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Background Research 

Joe Eugene Wukasch was born in 1921 in Texas to Joe and Alma Wukasch, who ran a 

grocery store at 2000 Guadalupe Street. Eugene attended Austin High School and the 

University of Texas, graduating with a degree in architectural engineering. He briefly 

worked at Lockheed Aircraft as an engineering draftsman, then joined the Navy in 1944. 

After he left the Navy, he worked as a draftsman at Jessen Jessen Millhouse and Greeven 

for two years. In 1953 or 1954, he opened his own architectural firm, Wukasch & 

Associates, in the former location of his family’s grocery store. 

 

Wukasch was a prolific church designer, completing more than 70 religious building 

designs between 1959 and 1969. The Austin American noted his “statewide reputation in 

church design” and “sensitive blending of the traditional with warm simplicity.” Wukasch 

himself spoke about the need to “build something modern but keep alive the spirit of our 

heritage.” He incorporated historical forms into contemporary design and materials for 

congregations such as Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, which was awarded honorable 

mention in a national ecclesiastical design competition in 1957 and featured on the cover of 

Texas Architect in 1958; Windsor Park Presbyterian (now Austin Mennonite), heralded as 

“one of the most attractive and uniquely designed Presbyterian churches in Austin”; First 

Presbyterian Church; and many more in Austin and around the state. Wukasch also 

participated in a national conversation about churches’ changing needs: he served on the 

board of the American Society for Church Architecture, attended conferences and seminars 

on religious design, and wrote about church design for religious periodicals. 

 

Though best known for ecclesiastical design, especially in the early years, Wukasch’s firm 

grew to design a range of buildings across Texas. It designed public buildings, fire stations, 

schools, master plans, and houses (mostly additions and renovations). Wukasch invented a 

new design for clay masonry units that could be used as solar screens for high-reflectivity 

buildings, and worked with the Teague Brick Company to manufacture and distribute them 

around Texas, New Orleans, and Detroit. In the 1960s, he became more involved in design 

for aging, including nursing homes, and served as chairman of the Austin Adult Services 

Council. His design for the Westminister [or Westminster] Manor retirement home was 

hailed as “a whole new look in retirement living” by The Austin American. 

 

A historic preservation advocate, Wukasch was deeply committed to the Travis County 

Historical Commission. He and Raymond McClure planned Waterloo Park in 1975, a 

project that included moving the historic Hardeman House into the park and restoring it. 

Wukasch also planned Symphony Square in the 1970s, including the adaptive reuse of the 

Jeremiah Hamilton Building as a concert venue. Wukasch led the restoration of the Hannig 

Building (206 E. 6th Street), Daniel H. Caswell House (1404 West Avenue), and Morley 

Building (209 E. 6th Street) and advocated for the preservation of the Nueces County 

Courthouse. 

 

Wukasch was married twice, first to Doris Stork and later to Anita Brewer Howard. He 

died in Austin in 2001. 
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church (1955) 
Photos: Jason John Paul Haskins, via Flickr 

 

     
Windsor Park Presbyterian Church (1960) 
Photos: Jason John Paul Haskins, via Flickr 
 

     
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Giddings (1960-61) 
Photos: Jeremy Clifton, lonestarbackroads.com 
 

     
Gethsemane Lutheran Church (ca. 1963) 
Photos: Jason John Paul Haskins, via Flickr 
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Westminster Manor       Fire Station No. 18 (1961) 
Photos: Google Street View 
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Austin American Statesman, 6/7/1978. 

 



 D.13 - 24 

 

Doris Lucille Wukasch (nee Stork) was born in 1924 in Somerville, Texas. She attended 

Austin High School and the University of Texas. After graduation, she worked as a 

laboratory technician at the Texas State Department of Health. She married Eugene 

Wukasch in 1945 and moved to Corpus Christi, where he was stationed. Between 1954 and 

1966, she worked as executive secretary for Wukasch Architects and Engineers. She and 

Eugene Wukasch had four children; their marriage was dissolved in 1971. 

 

Doris earned a Master of Education from UT in 1969 and taught math in the Austin 

Independent School District between 1970 and 1985, then taught in Papua New Guinea for 

a year in 1986 with Wycliffe Bible Translators. Doris Wukasch died in 2005. 
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Marriage announcement (text and photo), Austin American, 7/8/1945. 
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Doris Wukasch obituary, Austin American-Statesman, 3/20/2005. 

 

 

Building Permits and Maps 

 
Water tap permit issued to Eugene Wukasch, 3/6/1951. 
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Sewer connection permit issued to Eugene Wukasch, 3/6/1951. 

 

 
Building permit issued to Eugene Wukasch for a wood-frame 2nd-story rear addition, 8/5/1957. 
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1962 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. In this view, the entire building appears to be a single story, with 
a carport at the north end. 
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Building permit issued to Doris Wukasch to remodel existing house and enclose C. P. [carport], 
8/7/1974. 
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Building permit issued to Doris Wukasch to remodel the house to create a duplex, 6/8/1979. 
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Wastewater service permit issued to A. A. Auger, 9/14/1979. 


