e Formatted: Centered, Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing:
single

TIERII-A
BALCONES CANYONLANDS PRESERVE
MANAGEMENT HANDBOOK

Xil. PUBLIC ACCESS MANAGEMENT

DRAFT

March-7,-1999,-Updated December 7, 2018

Formatted: Centered, Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing:
single




Formatted: Centered, Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing:
single




SIGNATURE PAGE

Balcones Canyonlands Preserve Land Management Plan

Name of Document:  Tier

The signatures below indicate review and agreement on the contents of this draft document by the City
of Austin and Travis County. Signers understand that the document is subject to change after further
review.

City of Austin
Reviewed by: Date:

Travis County
Reviewed by: Date:




1.0 INTRODUGCTION ...ttt ettt ettt ettt i 2%

1.1 PURPOSE ...ttt 21
1.2 PUBLIC ACCESS BY TYPE OF BCP UNIT ..ottt 32
1.2.1 GRANDFATHERED UNITS .. uiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ene e 32
1.2.2 REGULAR PRESERVE UNITS. ..ottt 42
1.2.3 CONSERVATION EASEMENTS ...oitiiieiitiiiiiiiitet ittt 43
1.3 MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES.....couiuiieiiiiiiiiiiiii i 53
1.3.1 Benefits of PUBIIC ACCESS ..uuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 25
1.3.2 Species SPeCific CONSIAEIATIONS. . .cccuuriiiiiiiiiiteeeeseeieitireeeeeeeaisseeeeeeeeaasssseeeeeeenisssseeeesenssssseseees 25
1.3.3 Stakeholders Forum on BCP PUBIIC ACCESS ....cueviuiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciciicc e 47
2.0 ACTIVE AND PASSIVE RECREATION AND TRAIL ISSUES .......oooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie 47
2.1 DEFINITIONS. . .otiiititiiiiti ettt ettt e ettt e st ettt e e s e e e 57
2.1.1 ACtive RECIEAtION ..uuiiueiieiitie ittt 57
2.1.2 Passive RECIeatioN ....ccuuicuiiieiiiiiiiiiitiiiii it 58
2.1.3 Approved Trails and ACtiVIties .. ...oceouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisc 58
3.0 RESTRICTIONS BY RECREATION TYPE ....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 68
3.1 INDIVIDUAL OR INDEPENDENT GROUP USE ....coivouiiiiiiiiiiiii 68
3.1.1 Walking/JOgEING/HIKING. c.eueueieieieieiiieiiiieit ittt 68
3.1.2 Fishing and STOCKING Of FiSI . uuuuuiiitiittiiuttittttuustesseusssussusssssssssssessssesssssssssssssssssssessnnsssnnssnnnnssannns 69
3.1.3 Swimming/Boating/Rafting/TubiNg .....cceeeveeieiesiiieeeseeee e 69
308 BICY O INME o iiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt ittt ittt ettt ettt eaeeetaeetaaetaeeiaaaaeas 79
3.1.5 HOISEACK RIGINE. . ccutteiiiiiiiiittteieeeeiiiitteeeeeeteitsseeeeeeeeaasssseeeeeeeanssseseeeesassssseeseeaansssssessessnsnsssees 79
3.1.6 Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) RIdING ...ooueiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie it 718
3.0 7 PICNICKINE i iiiiiiiiiiii i iii ittt i it i i ittt ittt ettt ettt basbban s b naaes 810
3.1.8 AN ittt ettt ettt e et s st e s e s 810
300 N U VWIS ouutuiiiiiiittieeieeetttt e eeessetseeesetssans s eesssssaeseesssans s eesssssanseessssnnsaeeessnsnnnseassnsnnnsnns 810
3.0 00 CAVINME . i i iiiiiiiiiiiieii i ettt ettt ettt et tesste s ettseee sttt e s eeesesseeeatbastssstbsesbsasbsnnbsnnbssntbanbbnnnbnnnbanannnnnnnnnnannes 810
3,010 ROCK- M NG ittt ittt e e ettt e e ettt eeeeeessee et s eeseesnsbeeeeeeesennseeseeeeseannneeeesssaannnrens 810
31002 PES it e 810
4.0 NON-COMMERCIAL GROUP USE .....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 911
4.1 EDUCATIONAL USES ..ottt 94t
4.2 RESEARCH USES. ..ttt 941
5.0 COMMERCIAL USE ......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiii it 911

5.1 GUIDED TOURS... .ttt ettt 941




5.2 FILM-MAKING L..uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiii ittt e e 1042

6.0 PUBLIC ACCESSINTHE BCP BY SITE......cccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 1112
7.0 CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRACTS ..ottt 1817
7.1 PUBLIC ACCESS PER CITY OF AUSTIN LOCATION. . .uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiesiee it 1817
7.1.1 Barton Creek Greenbelt and Wilderness Park ..........cccocovioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciicin 1817
7.1.2 Black-capped Vire0 ReSEAICN AlBa . .uu.u. i iieeiieeiiesiiesiieeiiaseiaeiisaseasseeasaeasaeaaeaaeaes 1817
7.1.3 Bull Creek Greenbelt and Bull Creek District Park .........c.cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciie 1817
7.1.4 Bull Creek Preserve, also called Forest Ridge ..... .. 1817
7.1.5 Commons Ford Metropolitan Park......cccceeeeiiiiiiuueieeeiiiiiiiieieeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeiiiseeeeeeeesinnseeeeeesnnns 1918
7.1.6 Cortafia Unit......oooieiiiiiiiii i 2018
7.1.7 COW FOrK/COIOWater Uit .. .uuiiiisiiiitieeiittteiettesessseesesstesssseeesseessseessosseessstesesseessnsessneeas 2019
7.1.8 EmMma LoNg MetropOlitan Park........oicciuueeeeeiiiiiireeeeeeeiiiusseeeeeeseiissseeeeeeeessssseeeeeseasssssseeeeeannns 2018
7.1.9 Kent Butler Ecological Reserve (Ilvanhoe/Beard Trust Unit)....oooueiieeeiiiiiieiiieieiiiiieeiineeeannnns 2019
7.2.10 LiM@ CreEK .oiuiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt 2019
7.1.11 Mount Bonnell Park ........ccoceoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc 2119
7.1.12 South Lake Austin (Reicher/JJ&T/BOhIS) UNit ...ooouiiieiuiiiiiiieiiiieiiieiiesiieesiisieesiseeesanresannes 2119
7.1.13 5€NNA HillS.ueiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et 2120
7.1.14 Stillhouse Hollow Preserve (Spicewood Springs Preserve)/Barrow Nature Preserve........ 2120
7.1.15 St. EAWard's Park.......coociiiiiuiiiiiiiii i 21208
7.1.16 Ullrich Water Treatment Plant/Bee Creek Preserve ........ccoceeeieiieciiiiiiiiciiiecceeees 2229
7.0.17 UpPpPer BUll Cre@K Uit i iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittiittttietiuetssessssseusesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnssnssnnnnans 2220
7.1.18 Sam Hamilton Memorial Reserve West (Water Treatment Plant #4) ..........c.cccoooevennnnnne 2229
7.2 FUTURE ACQUISITIONS L.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 2220
8.0 TRAVIS COUNTY-MANAGED BCP LANDS .....oociiciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeiiee 2321
8.1 PUBLIC ACCESS BY SITE ...uuiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt s et 2321
8.1.1 Grandfathered UNits .......occeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 2321
8.1.2 Units with Limited PUBIIC ACCESS ...uiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 2422
8.1.3 All Other Travis CoOUNtY BCP UNIES ..iiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiteeiiisisiiiieiireeesessseereeessesssseeeeeeesassseeeresesannns 2422
8.2 TRAVIS COUNTY FUTURE ACQUISITIONS ....cciicuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee it 2422
9.0 LCRA-MANAGED BCP ...iiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it 2522
9.1 MCGREGOR PRESERVE ....ooocveicseseeieeeeeeseee s 2522
9.2 WESTCAVE PRESERVE .....oooeeeoceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oot 2523
10.0 —CAVES AND KARST FEATURES ........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice 2523

11.0 GUIDE TO THE CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN PROCESS................ 2723




11.1 INTRODUCTION ..uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt cie e
11.2 BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN PROCESS.......ccuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiccie et

11.2.1 Planning Considerations for a BCP Trail Master Plan Proposal ........ccccoeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnens

11.2.2 BCP Trail Master Plan Proposal Process and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
12.0 LITERATURE CITED .uutiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt ettt e et eee e e e e e eeeiiieeeeeeesanaeees

APPENDIX A - CITY OF AUSTIN BCP PROPERTIES MAP .....ooccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
APPENDIX B - TRAVIS COUNTY BCP PROPERTIES MAP .......ccoooveiiiiiiieiiieieiei
APPENDIX C — BCP PARTNER PROPERTIES MAP ......ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiieieeciiee
APPENDIX D - PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE BCP KARST PRESERVES .......ccococviiiiiiiiiiinnns

APPENDIX E - LOCATIONS AVAILABLE FOR ACTIVE RECREATION IN CENTRAL TEXAS
4236

APPENDIX F - BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RECREATIONAL EFFECTS ON WILDLIFE AND THEIR

HABITATS Lttt s st 5439
APPENDIX G - MAP OF CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRACTS ELIGIBLE FOR BCP TRAIL MASTER
PLAN PROPOSALS ...ttt ettt 6345
APPENDIX H - TRAIL SPONSOR REQUEST TO PLAN A PROPOSAL USING THE CITY OF
AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN PROCESS .....cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceiiieie 6446
APPENDIX |- CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN APPLICATION ........ccueeeves 6849
APPENDIX J - CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN MEMORANDUM OF
AGREEMENT TEMPLATE ..ttt 7555
o e e x
I EPURPOSE e e e e e e e e R e e e e T T e e e e 1
1.2 BUECACCESS BY-TYPE OF BEP- UNIT e e 2
2 GRANBRATHERED UNIS e 2
F2 2 REGUEARPRESERVEUNITS e 2

H
N

3 CONSERVATION-EASEMENTS

1 2 MANAGENMENT STRATEGIES 3




Ol IP USE

[]

libin

a

159
H

II(EC

[iny
e

He
H

USE
=

H
H

n
N
®
©
m
©
H
D
N
L
iy

H
N




N
iy

N
>

N
N

N
o

m
w

N
8]




Kotrla

Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge

Travis County
. BCP Properties
Canyon
Vista Unit
o~ Lower Bull
Creek Unit
L
Steiner \
Ranch Ci {
South Lake ;:\ Al
Austin Unit ( NOHb Lake
Austin Unit
2
&
Wild Basin
Wilderness
Hamilton Pool Preserve Preserve
Austin
S
"
@ =
e Revised:
< AT S 101512018
4
H ol This produst i for mformational purposes and may not have been prepared far of Tar o,
% It doas not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents oay the appraximate relaiive location of property boumm Travis Omnl)' and
Oy the City of Austin h; produced this product for for DCCUTACY OF




30
=4

HABITATS

PLANPRPOPOSALS

A==

<

=T

55
09

IS = a—a

AGREEMENT-TEMPLATE

7

X







TIER II-A MANAGEMENT HANDBOOK </{F°rmatted= Font: 16 pt

- Formatted: Space After: 8 pt, Line spacing: Multiple
« 1.08li

N\
S ‘{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 16 pt

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) serves asis-AustinandFravis-County’s mitigation for
species protected under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). In exchange for careful management
of the land to benefit these species, land development in western Travis County is allowed to go forward.
A permit issued jointly to the City of Austin (COA) and Travis County in 1996 for the Balcones
Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP) by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (the Permit)
authorized incidental take under the ESA (USFWS 1996). Incidental take is the loss of federally listed
species or their habitats in the course of (or “incidental to”) otherwise legal actions, like development
and mfrastructure actrvmes Such permrttrng is authorlzed under ESA Section 10(A)(1)(b) aﬁder—aﬂ—%A—

}
)
\ \{Formatted: Title }
{ Formatted: Font: 16 pt }

This system of preserves is managed under guidelines provided by the-United-StatesFish-and-
Wildlife-Serviee{USFWS} and agreed upon by the various participating entities. The-participating-
geveramental managing partners of the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve entities-are the City of Austin,
Travis County, City of Sunset Valley, and Lower Colorado River Authority. The Nature Conservancy of
Texas, Travis Audubon Society, and St. Edward’s University also manage BCP lands. There are additional
Preserve tracts considered as part of the BCP,-theugh that are managed by private landowners through
their own individual 10(a) or Section 7 mitigation agreements with the USFWS-{AppendixA}._

I‘I’he Balcones-CanyenlandsPreserve-systempreserve offers public access and recreational
opportunities at selected sites, as long as those activities are consistent with the protections required by
the Endangered Species Act. The 1996 Habitat Conservation Plan and Environmental Impact Statement
(HCP/EIS) for the BCCP allows public access where and when such access does not threaten the welfare
of golden-cheeked warblers (GCWAs) and other target species, or cause the degradation of soil,
vegetation, or water resources-{Final-HERP-EIS}. The primary purpose of managing the BCP is to eLnsure
the continued survival of the GCWA, black-capped vireo (BCVI), and rare karst and plant species.*

= ‘{Commented [JA1]: Moved from Purpose section }

1.1 -PURPOSE

This Public-Aceess-Management-document is designed to serve as a guide te-for Balcones
Canvonlands Preserve (BCP) the—vaﬁea&managers—ef—Baeeﬂes—Gaﬂ-yerﬂaﬁds—PFesewe—éBGP-)%d It as-

U&PW%—held—que—G&we#Austm—andlma&@eumyéﬂms-deeumenmddresses publlc access on tracts
mahagementon-theland-managed by the above listed manraging-partners. -and-willlt does not include

1 The 1996 HCP/EIS states “The BCCP preserve system is to be managed to permanently conserve and facilitate the
recovery of the populations of target endangered species inhabiting western Travis County. This priority objective
will govern preserve management activities to improve target species habitat, while protecting preserves against
degradation caused by urbanization of surrounding lands and increased public demand for recreational usage
within preserves. The welfare of target species (species of concern) will be the overriding influence on all decisions
regarding activities on preserve lands. Decisions about activities within preserves should be made cautiously, so as
to meet biological objectives to protect and enhance target species and minimize risk of damage to their habitat.”

p.2-28)




the individual 10(a) or Section 7 BCP tracts, which_are managed by private landowners under separate
agreements with the USFWS. ’
4’-h+&The deeameﬂt— chapter includes general public access management poI|C|es for all BCP tracts, « Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5, Space After: 0 pt,
B | Line spacing: single

erganizatienincluding lists of activities and levels of activity that are acceptable within the preserve. It
includes information about two categories of public access: {3}-ferpre-existing parkland that has
grandfathered" uses when—they—were—aééeé—te—the—wesewe-and (—2—)—1‘-94'—the-lands acquired speC|f|caIIy
for the BCP. Aetiv v ve-a -
The “BCP Land Management PIans and Gwdehnes” for the Bdee%&@anyw#ands—@ensewaﬂen—
Plan{BCCP}, located in the HCP/EIS (p. 2-31 to 2-44), stipulate that endangered species management
must take precedence over recreational opportunities within the preserve. Sections 1.3; and sections 3.0

through 5. 0 of thls document are based on those Guidelines. Spee&#&aeeess—gwdelmes-pe#traet—a#e—

1.2 PUBLICACCESS BY TYPE OF BCP UNIT

1.2.1 GRANDFATHERED UNITS
The BCP includes units-that-were-pre-existing-dedicated-parkland or preserve lands that existed - {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt }

prior to the creation of the BCP with specific grandfathered uses that were brought into the pPreserve as
"grandfathered" tracts. The-2999 Public Access chapter adopted in 1999 noted, “These grandfathered
units are allowed to continue public access at levels as of adoption of this plan”. .. “these tracts are
permitted by USFWS to continue providing current active and passive recreational uses at current levels,”

and at the “current level of use.”: Although there is likely no measurable difference in BCP access - ‘{Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

defensible reference point for upholding the commitments of the federal permit. -The tracts have been
“grandfathered” from the more stringent requirements placed on other BCP lands. ‘an§tjgcti9n of new - - Commented [JA2]: These edits were recommended by
trails is not grandfathered and must be approved by the managing entity and the BCCP Secretary. ~_ | Nicoin a 10/23 email based on user group comments

R TR T S N —n { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt }

\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

o The City of Austin's pre-existing parkland properties with allowed 1996-current levels of use
ineludesare Barton Creek Greenbelt and Wilderness Park, Bull Creek Park and Greenbelt,
Commons Ford Park, Emma Long Metropolltan Park, Mt. Bonnell Park, and the non- BCP
portlon of —St. Edwards Park.

3 — — | Commented [OL3]: Since these are pre-existing
e Travis County's pre-existing preserve Iands with aIIowed 1996¢eurrent levels of use includes preserves, and not parkland, moved to next section that
the Romberg Preserve, Hamilton Pool Preserve, and Wild Basin Preserve. talks about preserves.
e LCRA's pre-existing preserve land with allowed current-1996 level of use includes Westcave
Preserve.
e Travis Audubon Society land is privately owned Preserve land_secured for the Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve by a conservation easement held by Travis County. -and-aAccess is
restricted.
e The Nature Conservancy’s land is privately owned Preserve land with restricted access.




ZPublicly accessible City of Austin parks and preserves contain many caves that the USFWS BCCP
permit requires be protected. As described in greater detail in Section 10, the caves themselves are not
publicly accessible without a permit. These include Airman’s Cave and Cave Y at the Barton Creek
Greenbelt and Wilderness Park; Goat Cave and Maple Run Cave at the Goat Cave Karst Nature Preserve;
District Park Cave at Dick Nichols District Park; Midnight Cave, Arrow Cave, and Slaughter Creek Cave at
Circle C Ranch on Slaughter Creek; Get Down Cave at the Village at Western Oaks Karst Preserve and
Watershed Management Area; Buda Boulder Spring at Shoal Creek Greenbelt; Cotterell Cave at Stillhouse
Hollow Nature Preserve; and Fossil Cave at Hubert C. Schroeter Neighborhood Park.2

1.2.2: OtherBCP-Units REGULAR PRESERVE UNITS
Properties that were acquired specifically for pRPreserve land erwerepreviously-preserve-tand-

contain much more restrictive public access policies. These tracts were purchased with private, local,
and/or federal funds specifically deeded to mitigate "take" of permitted species during the development
of homes, businesses, and support infrastructure in western Travis County. The majority of the BCP fits
into this category. Volunteer opportunities and guided hikes are available on mitigation tracts. On most
tracts, public access activities are allowed only when the impacts of the activity have been carefully
considered and after monitoring and management strategies have been detailed in the tract-specific Tier
Il tract management plans. Exceptions to this are described in sections 6, 7, and 8. Fhe-tractswhich-are-

7 Hi 7 i “° = | Formatted: Normal, Indent: First line: 0.5", No bullets
i or numbering

; BCr - ) .
The City of Austin's Ullrich Water Treatment Plant, now the Bee Creek Preserve, and-‘Water

TreatmentPlant#4-havehas restricted access due to COA policies for water treatment facilities. Note that
the Water Treatment Plant #4 site referenced in the 1999 Public Access Chapter is now known as the Sam
Hamilton tract and has no grandfathered public access provisions. The currently operating Water
Treatment Plant #4 site is a different site that also has no public access provisions and is not part of the
BCP.

1.2.3: CONSERVATION EASEMENTS
Travis County manages some tracts through conservation easement agreements. These BCP
tracts are mitigation lands that are owned by private individuals, companies, non-profit organizations, or
universities, but are subject to conservations easements held by Travis County. Most of these tracts have
restricted access outlined in the individual conservation easement agreements and/or in the individual
10(a) permits. Examples of this type of tract include Steiner Ranch, Travis Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary,

and Concordia University. Those conservation easement tracts, which; provide access to La[ggpgrpkgejggf{ - w Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not
people (>100 individuals annually), are described in section 6. ~_ | Highlight

The BCP also contains mitigation lands from private 10(a) permits or Section 7 consultations with b Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not
the USFWS that are owned and managed by the private landowner. These tracts are subject to their own 1 Highlight

rules and are not considered in this public access chapter.




1.3 PuBHcAcCcESS—GENERALRESTRICHONSFOR-MANAGERS-MANAGEMENT
STRATEGIES

~ 7| Formatted: m_-959268897993590207msolistparagraph,
Indent: First line: 0.4"

‘ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt ‘

wme key to aIIowmg publlc access wh+eh—that is nen—th#eaféenmg—and-non damagmg to
preserve lands is_ the implementation of effective management strategies to control such access and use.?
Public access should be managed on a tract or unit level based on the type of unit (grandfathered,
mitigation, conservation easement), the site’s environmental features, the species present, and the
resources available to the managing entity. The level of public access allowed and the strategies to
monitor and manage the public access should be described in a unit-specific land management plan.
These unit-specific plans are part of the Tier Il section of the Balcones Canyonlands Land Management

Plan.

Since the creation of the 1996 federal permit, public access to BCP lands-and-co-managedands; | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
and BCP permit caves has likely increased for all recreational use types including hiking, caving, rock " | color: Auto
climbing, and mountain bikingete-. In some respects, this increasing interest in greenspace utilization is a {Formatted' Space Before: 0 pt ]

positive sign that Travis County residents’ value outdoor actlvmes Gha{—petenaauéfand are eanbuild-

' Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font

greenspaces. However, the BCP has a federal permit requirement to maintain public access on N color: Auto
grandfathered tracts to 1996 levels. |-which-reguiresinnovative solutions ineludingsuch as offering ' | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
additional recreational areas to keep pace with growing populations and demands and acquiring. + | color: Auto
additional preserves to offset habitat degradation on existing BCP lands are needed to help satisfy the | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
increased demand while still meeting the permit requirements,  color: Auto

For BCP land where access is not already allowed, mManagers shouldrust allow adequate time " Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
for preparation of the Tier Il site-tract management plans_(that- provide details for each BCP tract) and color: Auto
for implementation of the management strategies-befere-publicaccessisinitiated. These management ( Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
strategies must be specified in the Tier III mémduaJ—laﬁdtract management pIans and |mplemented by color: Auto

the preserve tract managers.

Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font

color: Auto
lEffectlve management strategies can be any comblnatlon of, but are not limited to no access, e+ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Font
seasonally restricted access, errotation of accessible preserves over a period of years,-o prohibited  color: Auto
access to selected sensitive areas of a tract,-er selected access to non-habitat areas of a tract only, as-welt
asor careful trail and amenities location, design and relocation, fencing, signs, ranger patrols, and
enforcement. Preserve managers are encouraged to consider creative plans that could increase public
education and recreational opportunities, but only after ensuring a-healthy populations® of endangered
2 The 1996 HCP/EIS states ‘The preserve system may offer public access and recreational opportunities within the = _ - ‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

Austin and Travis County area where possible and manageable. Public access may be allowed where and when such
access does not threaten the welfare of the target species of concern, which is the overriding goal of the preserve
system, nor cause the degradation of soil, vegetation, or water resources.” (p. 2-36).

_ 7| Formatted: Normal, Don't adjust space between Latin
3 Long-term monitoring of both the environmental quality of the preserve and the health of its populations of «” and Asian text, Don't adjust space between Asian text
endangered species is a necessary part of this endeavor. This is primarily because the basic biology of most local and numbers




species and species of concern. Demonstration over time of effectively implemented management
strategies on a preserve tract may justify increased public access opportunities. Likewise, site problems
resulting from public access may justify closing or reducing public access for a particular tract®.

Access to some sites during specific seasons will be regulated in order to conserve target species and
their associated communities. Activities to avoid include:

(1) the creation of new roadways, trails, and cleared rights-of-way that open the canopies of

woodland and shrubland communities
(2) the creation of additional impervious cover, and
(3) the facilitation of public use of preserve interiors or high-quality sites occupied by target species.

It is important that funds for endangered species management not be diverted from the purpose « 1 Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5" \
of preteetion-ef-endangered species protection. There should be sufficient funds beyond those needed to \ ’
accomplish priority species protection activities in order to provide the necessary staff support for public

access. Public access to a preserve tract requires considerable resources including: i - ‘[Commented [JA4]: Moved from section 1.4 ]
- infrastruct truction includi tainable trails; - ;
n rals ruc urei construction including sustainable trals; Formatted: List Paragraph, Bulleted + Level: 1 +
-__regular patrolsy Aligned at: 0.5" + Indent at: 0.75"

- ___complaint response;-

- scientific monitoring-ef-sensitivereceptorsand-

- restoration afteref harmful impacts, including removal of graffiti, trash disposal, and_
homeless camps-+remeval.

‘. ‘[Formatted: List Paragraph, Indent: Left: 0.75"
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Nevertheless, management of these problems is necessary. Maintenance of trails and other facilities are ﬁ\\\\\ \\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
\\\\\ \i\ \\ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
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may assist in communication on management issues and support for addressing them. Public safety is \\\\\\\\ ‘\\\ {Formatted' Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
AN H : 3
another factor that needs to be considered. As wilderness and cave sites, the BCP lands are associated \“\\ v — -
. N N e oo === i L {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
with inherent potential public safety hazards; that require additional infrastructure and staff if public AT

access is allowed or increased.
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nature-based recreation between 1981 teand 1991 that has the potential topetentialy, -"greatly reduce
the value people place on biodiversity conservation” and challenge efforts to “raise public awareness of
the current biodiversity crisis.”- Kellert (1996) concluded that while the college-educated public showed

the highest tendency towards biodiversity protection, providing greater scientific information in a

classroom setting alone does not increase protection tendencies of the public. Greater exposure to

nature has been linked in nation-wide surveys to more environmentally responsible behavior, greater

community cohesion, and lower crime (Kuo and Sullivan 2001, Mayer et al., 2008; Weinstein et al., 2015).
Nature immersion provides positive effects to communities including physical fitness (Leather et al.,
1998, Maas et al., 2006), reducing depression (Tarrant 1996; Hartig et al 2003, White et al 2010), and
reducing stress (Ulrich et al., 1991, Hartig et al., 2003; Fuller et al., 2007). Attention Restoration Theory
studies demonstrate that outdoor immersion limits overexposure to attention-consuming technology
and_increases creativity and problem-solving ability (Atchley et al 2012).

1.3.3-2 Species Specific Considerations
Populations of golden-cheeked warblers (GCWAs) have been monitored or censused in recent
years in the BCP by various entities. Unfortunately, a variety of different methods were initially used,
making it difficult or impossible to compare the results statistically. ++32997The 1997 Tier IIA-7 GCWA
Management chapter of the land management plan outlines a standardized monitoring method that was

initiated to monitor warblers-GCWAs throughout the BCP-and-on-the Balcones-CanyontandsNational

Wildlife-Refuge{BENWR)-. This protocol employs a system of 100-acre sample plots in which to monitor
long-term trends in GCWA populations and their reproductive success. Territorial males, females, and

young are mapped within these plots using Internatlonal Bird Census Committee (1970) methods.

The Cltv of Aust|n began more intensive monitoring (color-banding and nest monitoring) on these
plots in 2009. In 2011, the City of Austin entered into a 5-year collection agreement with the U.S. Forest
Service and University of Missouri to assess habitat relationships and population viability of the GCWA
within the BCP (Reidy et al. 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018). Travis County contributed to this study with
funding, plot sites, and staff support for color-banding and survey effort. BCP partners and volunteers
assisted with site access and data collection on an expanded number of plots throughout the BCP. The
purpose of this study was to evaluate the status and habitat requirements of the GCWA on the BCP to
promote informed management strategies. The study addressed four primary questions:

1. What is the absolute abundance of the GCWA on the BCP and on individual macrosites?

2. How do demographics (e.g. density, productivity, survival) vary with landscape and habitat
factors?

3. How viable are these populations?

4. How do various management scenarios influence population viability?

The study results were consistent with those of Fort Hood (Peak 2007, Peak and Thompson 2013,
2014) and other population viability analyses for the GCWA (Duarte et al. 2013, 2016a,b) and reinforce
the conservation goals of the BCCP, specifically protection of large patches of closed canopy, mature;
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Ashe juniper-oak woodlands with minimal edge. While the 5-year study did not specifically address
recreation, the findings support managing for tall (>3 m) mixed juniper-oak woodlands, including upland
woodlands, with a well-developed understory of native woody vegetation under a closed canopy.
Managing for this habitat requires healthy soils and watersheds. The study re-emphasizes the
importance of ensuring that access does not cause the degradation of soil, vegetation, or water resources
and to take corrective action if it does.

o sc . ities.
TFherefore COA-BCPIN general, managers wilishould err on the side of the species in issues of public use

and focus their efforts on recovery of the species. This requires conservative public access - with a focus
on guided programs on regular preserve tracts - until such time as the endangered species and species of

concern have healthy populations, AND additional funding is provided for public access management.

[Although there is little-limited information on the effects of human disturbance on karst
invertebrates, GCWAs, are-BCVIs, rare plants, and other protected species, studies of other birds indicate
that the presence of humans may have a detrimental effect on these two species. Studies of various bird
species (including BCVIs) have shown that human intrusion may cause escape behaviors (flushing),
reduced singing rates (important in mate attraction and territorial defense), nest abandonment, lower
nestling survival rates, and displacement of birds from foraging areas (Tremblay and Ellison 1979,
Westmoreland and Best 1985, Gutzwiller et al. 1994, Burger 1981, Kaiser and Fritzell 1984, and Sparkman
1996).

Public access, if not controlled, may cause a decrease in habitat quality for the protected
endangered species. For the two bird species, visitors may increase openings in the canopy (such as
illegal trail blazing) of GCWA habitat, cause an increase in the occurrence of avoidance behaviors, and
reduce the ability of birds to communicate where humans cause noise levels to be higher than in
undisturbed habitat.

Visitors may adversely impact cave species by disturbing or altering cave habitats, or by physically
damaging or killing individuals of the species.

Minimum protective measures recommended by the USFWS (L. O'Donnell, pers. comm.) are:

e Fencing and signage for all preserve tracts;

e Intensive public outreach and educational programs within the BCP and with adjacent

landowners to manage threats (including public-unauthorized access, oak wilt, predators
[{jays and cowbirds attracted to birdfeeders, and pets]}, etc.);

e *Permanent closure of trail systems that cross through interiors of GCWA habitat, and

elimination of internal fragmentation through active habitat restoration and reforestation;

e Routine surveillance to ensure no unauthorized public access or other problems occur within

the preserve;

e *Toreduce disturbance during the breeding season, limit access for supervised educational
tours to peripheries of occupied habitat, and rotate visits among occupied habitat areas;

e *Prohibition of unauthorized recreational activities (mountain biking, horseback riding, all-
terrain vehicles, etc.) unless clearly demonstrated through scientific research (in areas
outside the preserve) that they are not a threat, and they are introduced slowly with
monitoring and oversight to ensure no negative impact; and
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e  *Permanent exclusion of activities that may promote the degradation or destruction
(through erosion, habitat fragmentation, introduction of exotic species, noise, fire, etc.) of
| GCWA habitat:and
*Except on "grandfathered" tracts (including Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve and Hamilton Pool
Preserve) where recreational access was already allowed before the creation of the BCP. On these tracts,
‘ access should be held near the level whieh-that- occurred at the time the BCP was created.

Programs and brochures which-that describe the natural history and ecosystem of, and threats
to, the protected species will be used to educate the public about the BCP and the protected species
(USFWS 1992).

Staff may access tracts for purposes of habitat management, research projects, species
monitoring, fence and road maintenance, patrolling for trespassers, and other necessary management

activitieS.L i - {Commented [JA5]: Moved here from section 8.1

‘ 1.354—3<]Stakeholders Forum on BCP Public Access
In December 1998 representatives of various stakeholder groups met at the request of the City of
Austin Parks and Recreation Department to identify their issues and concerns regarding public access in
the City of Austin's Balcones Canyonlands Preserve tracts. These stakeholder representatives included
| recreationalists, neighborhood associations, adjacent land owners, educators, and environmental groups.
It was the observation of the program co-facilitators that funding was most often mentioned by the
forum participants as an issue which needs immediate attention. Several points were made in the
| forum's focus groups which seemed to be well received by the majority of the participants:

e protection of the species

e paid guided tours / eco-tourism

e establishment of BCP Education Center
e establishment of a "Friends" group

Most participants identified a need for more volunteer recruitment, coordination, and training, as
well as an extensive educational outreach program. There was also concern by the majority of
participants that extra funding be found to purchase other lands for recreational uses, as well as to

| complete purchase of the final acreage of the preserve system.[ 7777777777777777777777777 _ -~ - | Commented [H6]: Moved from Section 7 Originally City
of Austin-Managed BCP Tracts
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The City of Austin bond election ballot, by which voters authorized purchase of-the preserve
lands, specified passive recreation as an additional use of the lands. This ehaptersection provides a
definition of "active” and "passive” recreation and discusses the issue of recreation in dedicated
parklands whieh-that are part of the BCP.

2.1  DEFINITIONS

2.1.1 Active Recreation

Active recreation within natural areas is herein defined as follows: - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.25"

e those activities requiring a vehicle or animal for transportation, such as bicycling, horseback-
riding, and off-road vehicle-riding

e faster-paced activities which-that can disturb fish and wildlife, such as swimming, jogging, racing
and group sports

e activities involving organized groups of greater than 10 people — unless guided by staff or other
approved leader (see Section 3.1.1)

e noise-producing activities, such as music events and even bird-watching - when birders use taped
bird calls and other sounds to attract birds

e resource extraction - when it is not an approved ecosystem management objective - such as;
sport-fishing and hunting, as well as collecting or harvesting of plants or plant parts, animals or
animal parts, and minerals or fossils.

e rock-climbing

More discussion regarding these activities is found in Sections 3.0._ - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.25"

People wishing to camp, ride horses, and ride bicycles on restricted units within the Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve should be referred to non-BCP locations in or near Austin whieh-that offer
camping, biking, and equestrian trails. (See Appendix AE)

2.1.2 Passive Recreation
Activities considered to be "passive" are nature-viewing and contemplation, guided educational
tours, and walking or hiking (see statement above regarding organized groups of people). A discussion of
each activity is found in Section 3.0 below.

2.1.3 Approved Trails and Activities

The- HCP/EIS allows the addition of new trails and recreational activities within Preserve land
when part of an "approved plan.".

“Approved trails” is herein defined as trails whieh-that are marked on maps contained in
approved Tier Il land management plans , or whieh-that have been
approved subsequently by the Coordinating Committee

The activities listed in this chapter are “approved recreational activities" within the individual
preserve units and changes in these approved activities or levels of activities will require approval of the
Coordinating Committee.

If new trails are recommended by a land manager to the Coordinating Committee, these must be
addressed in an amended preserve land management plan and designed to leave woodland canopies
intact. In gelden-cheeked-warbler GCWA habitat, new trails should not fragment woodland interiors or
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allow levels of human use intensity to degrade the habitat-detrimental-te-increasing-populations-of-this-

speeies. Existing trails into woodland interiors should be minimized, not extended. Managers should
consider blocking these trails where feasible with temporary barriers, during the nesting season to

discourage theiruse-by-predators,such-asraccoons-and-skunks-erby-human intrusion. The HCP/EIS

requires "existing approved trails" be restored to habitat if and when they are no longer in use.

3.0 RESTRICTIONS BY RECREATION TYPE

o 1 Formatted: Heading 2

I ﬂ Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.4"

Formatted: Font: Not Bold

- { Formatted: Heading 1

3.1 -INDIVIDUAL OR INDEPENDENT GROUP USE

To protect endangered species and wildlife in general, it is necessary to avoid, detect, and reduce
localized detrimental impacts on the tractspreserves associated with human activity. The following types
of outdoor activities may be allowed if they do not conflict_

-with conservation of target species described in the individual preserve land management plans.

3.1.1 Walking/Jogging/Hiking

Unsupervised group access should not be allowed within 100 meters of occupied songbird
habitat during the breeding/nesting season, unless such access can be documented to show no apparent
degradation to the welfare of the species of concern. Previously existing parkland is exempted from this
restriction, but the Tier |l site-management plan for grandfathered parkland must address reduction of
visitor impacts over time to 1996 levels and these strategies should be implemented within two years
after the adoption of the Tier llisite management plan.

Public access trails within non-parkland BCP units are reserved for walking and hiking access only.

3.1.2 Fishing and Stocking of Fish

Fishing may be allowed; where there is existing access to lake frontage that is not inhabited by
target species. If it is allowed on a site, fishing locations are to be designated. Fishing is prohibited
outside these designated areas. Construction of new roads, access points, and other support facilities for
fishing must be part of that preserve's approved Tier |l }lard-management plan.

Fishing in environmentally sensitive springs and deeper spring runs, especially where rare
salamander species are present, is absolutely prohibited.

Stocking of native species is discouraged; stocking with exotic species is expressly prohibited.

3.1.3 Swimming/Boating/Rafting/Tubing
Areas designated for swimming, boating, rafting or tubing may be made available at selected
locations within parks or preserves, based on approved lard-Tier Il management plans. Bank access
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restrictions may be necessary to protect adjacent target species habitats. All of these activities are
prohibited in environmentally sensitive springs and deeper spring runs on non-parkland BCP units.

3.1.4 Bicycling <+ ‘[Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"
This activity is prohibited on all BCP tracts whieh-that are not dedicated parkland, except as Formatted: Indent: Left: 0" First line: 0.5"
provided for in the City of Austin Trail Master Plan. Bicycling may continue at levels on

previously existing parklands which are now part of the BCP_including Barton Creek Greenbelt, Bull Creek
Greenbelt, Emma Long, and St. Edwards. Parks and greenbelts should be monitored for effects on the
endangered species. Enforcement of all applicable rules is required.

New bicycle trails for parkland units whieh-that have bicycling should only be considered by a
manager where closing or relocation of existing trails will improve protection of listed species or species
of concern. As part of an approved plan, creation of new trails should leave woodland canopies intact. In
Golden-cheeked WarblerGCWA habitat, trails cannot fragment woodland interiors or allow human use
intensity that threatens this species. In addition, any new bike trails must be designed to minimize
erosion. All trails in BCP units must be part of an approved site-Tier Il site management plan. Existing
approved trails (*see maps in Tier lll plans for locations) exhibiting significant erosion must be closed or
renovated and restored to habitat. All non-approved trails

No units purchased specifically for endangered species management or accepted for mitigation,
or units whieh-that were pre-existing City of Austin Nature Preserves, are available for bicycling. This
active recreation is not compatible with the passive uses of wildlife-viewing, nature study and
contemplation. However, alt-other trails on parkland are available for bicycling.

3.1.5 Horseback Riding- <+ {Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

This activity may continue at levels on previously existing parklands whieh-that are
now within the BCP. It is not an approved activity on lands purchased specifically for the BCP, or those
whiech-that were previously designated Nrature Ppreserves.

Stables and similar facilities for the long-term (overnight or longer) maintenance of groups of
horses shall not be constructed within any part of the preserve-system.

According to the HCP/EIS, contracts with private and commercial facilities on adjacent lands may
be negotiated for use of tracts during the non-nesting and breeding season, provided that mitigation,
clean-up, and cowbird trapping are implemented; however, no participating partners in the BCP are
proposing horseback-riding at this time in any BCP tract.

Ne horse or-n nd un A h h ah

Horses may be used by staff for operations and maintenance activities, such as patrolling and
enforcement.

3.1.6 Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Riding <+ { Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

This is prohibited as a recreational activity because it is not compatible with preserve
management objectives and goals. The Motorcycle Park in Emma Long Metropolitan Park is
grandfathered from this prohibition and may continue at levels. Furthermore, appropriate
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barriers and enforcement penalties will be established to minimize trespass into preserve properties and

subsequent damage by ORV users. These vehicles may be used in-the-ren-nrestingseasen-for appropriate
preserve operations and maintenance activities, as needed.

3.1.7 Picnicking
This activity may continue at levels on previously existing parklands whieh-that are
now part of the BCP. Adoption of "Pack-it-in and pack-it-out" policies by park/preserve managers is
encouraged. If this activity is included in aa-approved Tier Il site management plans,- preserve-tand-
managementthose plans will designate picnic sites that can be easily maintained; to avoid creating
foodeat centers for cowbird-feedings s-foraging, or red imported fire ants-feraging.

3.1.8 Camping

This activity may continue at levels on previously existing parklands whieh-that are
now part of the BCP. If camping is allowed at other units, sites must be designated in approved Tier Ill
site management plans and related to operations and maintenance or to guided educational activities.
When allowed, camping must be restricted to minimum-impact camping. Preserve managers should
designate suitable camping areas, and these minimum-impact camping areas should be rotated
frequently to enable each site to recover from past use. Only closed-burning fires (such as camp stoves)
will be allowed.

3.1.9 Nature Viewing
Permitted nature-viewing opportunities include designated viewing areas with blinds, trails with
descriptive trail brochures, or guided tours. Educational tours for groups should be encouraged, but
procedures for minimizing and monitoring the effects of tour group activities should be followed. These
are addressed in Tier II-A: Management Handbook. Supplemental feeding to improve wildlife viewing is
prohibited.

3.1.10
All access to caves is restricted to those holding permits issued by the appropriate land
management agency; however, some caves on dedicated parkland are grandfathered from this
restriction. Permits to restricted caves may only be granted for karst species management, research and
education. See 10

3.1.11 Rock-Climbing
Rock-climbing and related activities are prohibited - Rock-climbing at
Barton Creek Greenbelt is permitted to continue at eurrent-1996 levels at those sites already designated
for this activity.

3.1.12 Pets

No pets are permitted in areas designated for endangered species management, except in those
areas of BCP parkland where pets were already allowed; pets in these areas should be leashed._An_
exception is Turkey Creek Trail in Emma Long Park, where pets are allowed to be off-leash. Pets may also

e {Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"
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be allowed on BCP tracts that have conservation easements, each of which has its own terms and
contractual rights.
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4.0 NON-COMMERCIAL GROUP USE + -~ | Formatted: Heading 1

Non-commercial groups are nonprofit organizations, schools, and educational groups which-that
request visitation to any tract for educational purposes or research. This use should be encouraged
where there is sufficient staffing to monitor effects upon species and habitat. These groups will be issued
permits by the appropriate land management agency. The permit process should include user guidelines
that protect target species and their respective habitats.

4.1 EDUCATIONAL USES

Educational use is defined as those activities whieh-that present or interpret information about
the ecology of the preserve sites and the target species. Daytime field trips by school groups typify
this public use category and are encouraged where they are compatible with species protection. They
will need to be coordinated through the appropriate preserve land manager and monitored by staff.
Limits should be established for maximum group size and number of groups accessing an individual
preserve at any one time.

Preserve managers are encouraged to offer high school and college internships. Managers are
also encouraged to use part-time employment of high school students in small teams of “youth rangers”.
On-the-job training should focus on learning and applying preserve management activities, as well as
providing educational tours of the preserves for others. For example, these tours could interpret for the
participants the work done by the youth employees themselves.

4.2  RESEARCH USES

Research use activities include those activities whieh-that gather and interpret site-specific data
in a way that improves understanding of the preserve ecology. Such activities will be coordinated through
the appropriate preserve land manager. Research related to endangered species must have approval
from_the BCP land manager and appropriate permits from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
the U-S—Fish-and-Wildlife-ServiceUSFWS. The land manager may refer such research proposals to the
BCCP Scientific Advisory Committee for review and comment.

5.0 COMMERCIAL USE

5.1 GUIDED TOURS . ’{ Formatted: Heading 2

Commercial tour groups may be allowed to schedule tours of preserve sites with the approval of
the site manager, subject to the provision that such groups abide by prevailing visitation guidelines. Tours
must not impaet-harm the preserve environment or the protected species. Tour groups will need to be
coordinated through the appropriate preserve land manager and monitored by staff for possible impacts
to the preserve. Limits should be established for maximum group size and number of groups accessing
an individual preserve at any one time.

Contractual tour leaders are responsible to the site managers. Contractual arrangements for
guided tours will be non-exclusive with regard to public access.
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5.2 FILM-MAKING

Film production projects may be allowed subject to approval by the preserve manager and the
Coordinating Committee Secretary. The film production process must not harm the preserve
environment.
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6.0 PUBLIC ACCESS IN THE BCP BY SITE <~ { Formatted: Heading 1
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Park
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picnicking, guided tours, and
fishing on river. An entry fee is
required year-round and a
reservation system is in place.
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‘ TYPE

PRIMARY MANAGEMENT

UNIT RESPONSIBILITY TYPE OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE
Romberg Preserve, | Neture- | Travis County Parks and | Romberg Preserve is a portion | _ - {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
preserve, 7T7rqvi757C9gn7t\/7 Naft!@lf - gfﬁglg Wentz Equf Ehggi§ QZLI’[O)CJ == ‘{Formatted' Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Resources, ...} t’hs ’B(’:P’ .’ASC?S’S’IS’IIm’Itgq o __ - ‘{Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
guided hikes and approved
research. The non-BCP portion
of Bob Wentz Park has public
access and amenities, | - ‘{Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
CECIN L preserve, | The Nature | Approved educational/research. | - - { formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Preserve Conservancy, access, guided educational
i B ’77775 777777777777777 ‘C"{Formatted:Font:(DefauIt) +Body(CaIibri), Not Italic
grouptours, | BN — -
LehmannTract =~ | preserve | TheNature =~ | Approved educational/research | | . ‘[ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Conservancy, | access, guided educational [\ {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
group tours, | \\\\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Baker Sanctuary, _ _____ _| preserve, _| Travis Audubon/Travis _| Baker Sanctuaryisopento __ _ | R { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
\ . o '
County Natural Travis Audubon members and N A
. F : Font: (Defaul B libri), Not Itali
Resources, | their guests. Other members of | \?\\\{ ormatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
the public can access the N \\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
sanctuary through guided hikes, | N \\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Ullrich Water Treatment Plant, | w/ww- | Austin Waterand- | No access; secure facility for [ '\ TFormatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Wastewater publi v, S .. -
?_\N‘I't ublicsafety, __________] \\\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Facility, |Pepartmrent = | = b o . )
Westcave West-Cave-Preserve | preserve Lower Colorado River BCP section: approved \ \\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
\ . . .
Authority/Westcave educational/research access, . \\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
\
Preserve guided educational group tours; | \\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
. . N \
Corporationfravds- | | i \\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
County-Natural ‘N — -
- N N { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Resources/St—Edward’s .
niversit \\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Regular Preserve Units, o Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
N Formatted Table
Bull Creek Preserve (Forest- Nature- Austin Water — Public uses that existed priorto <. \\[
Ridge, Jester, portion of 3\V1) preserve | Wildland Conservation | the COA BCP Trail Master Plan ~ { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Bold
Division include hiking from March T Formatted: Space After: 0 pt
through July by permit, hiking
Pt e e without permit from August
through February ;-and guided
educational group tours. _
R : .
B for i
COABEP-Trail-MasterPlan-

oo e e e e Ju e e e e e Je e A A L L )
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‘ TYPE

PRIMARY MANAGEMENT

UNIT RESPONSIBILITY TYPE OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE
South Lake Austin Unit Nature Austin Water - Public uses that existed prior to
(Reicher/Dbeuble-J&T/ preserve | Wildland Conservation | the COA BCP Trail Master Plan
Reicher/ Division; Reicher also include approved educational /
Bohls) Parks and Recreation research access, guided
Department educational group tours. On
Reicher: reservations of facility
may include unsupervised hiking
on marked trails near facilities
and outdoor education
programs. Redefinedpublic-
may-beproposedfor
asprovidedforinthe COABCP-
T s e s
Cortafia Unit Nature Austin Water - Public uses that existed prior to
preserve Wildland Conservation | the COA BCP Trail Master Plan
Division include approved educational /
research access, and guided
Austin-Parks-and-Rec educational group tours. _
R 6 .
for hiking. ing
B )
o B o
COABCP TrailMasterPlan-
Black-capped Vireo Research preserve Austin Water — Approved educational/research <« - - ‘[Formatted Table
Area, Cow Fork/Coldwater, Wildland Conservation | access, guided educational
Kent Butler (lvanhoe)/Beard Division groups &-& tours, and volunteer
Trust, Lime Creek, Senna Hills, projects.
Upper Bull Creek Unit Sam Pt e e
Hamilton Memorial Reserve
West (formerly WTP #4)
Sansom - preserve Austin Water - Approved educational/research
Wildland Conservation | access, guided educational
Division group tours, and volunteer
projects.Newpublicaccessmay-
for hiking. .
B .
o B for i
GQA—B‘GP;FM—M‘M O
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PRIMARY MANAGEMENT

(| D Y

(| D D

UNIT RESPONSIBILITY TYPE OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE
Wild Basin Wilderness | Nature | Travis County Natural | Grandfathered usesinclude | - { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Preserve preserve | Resource S—/§ti Fid—w —atd—,s— | hiking on marked trails. Also, __ | ] \\\\ ‘[ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
University/AMild-Basia- | approved educational/research > — -
Wilderness Commitiee | 5 cocs guided educational \\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
group tours, and volunteer {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
projects.
Upper and Lower Bull Creek Nature Travis County Natural Approved educational/research « - - ‘[Formatted Table
Units, Canyon Vista Unit, preserve | Resources | access, guided educational | _ - ’[Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Jollyville Unit, Cypress Creek group tours, and volunteer ~ \{ : — .
Unit, Volente Unit, South Lake projects, | | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Austin Unit, North Lake Austin B ‘[Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Italic
Unit, Kotrla Unit, and Lime
Creek Unit{Canyon-VistaSam
- B
East Ribelin. . B
Trails End Park/ Travis County Natural Public access is allowed on a
preserve | Resources and Travis portion of the tract on the east
County Parks side of Trails End Road which is
proposed as a future County
Park. No amenities are
available. There is restricted
walk-in access for neighbors on
a portion of the tract on the
west side of Trails End Road. No
parking or amenities are
available.
McGregor FraetPreserve Nature- Lower Colorado River Approved educational/research
preserve Authority (LCRA) access, guided educational

group tours. The LCRA’s Good
Neighbors Program provides
training to owners of property
immediately adjacent to
McGregor Preserve. Successful
completion of the training
grants the property owner
access to McGregor Preserve
under specific conditions

outlined in the training.
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UNIT RESPONSIBILITY TYPE OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE
Wheless Tract Nature- Travis County Natural A 19-acre portion is managed | _ - ‘{Formatted: Font color: Auto
preserve Resources (the Wheless | for public access as part of
Tract was acquired Sandy Creek Park. The rest can
from LCRA by Travis be accessed through approved
County in 2017 educational/research, guided
LowerColorado-River educational group tours, and
B volunteer projects.
Gaines Greenbelt preserve | City of Sunset Valley A hike and bike trail, which is
part otf t?ﬁ VIO'EF C(rjom{n Trail, is { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
open to the public during v - - -
daylight hours. Dogs are allowed ; \ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
on leash. ' /{ Formatted Table
Jollyville-Unit preserve avis-County-Natura Approved-educational/ researe ! ////[ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Resources sesasmridedednaniiona- i
W/ [ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
e e
4//' //{ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Cow-Fork/Coldwater preserve | Austin-Water— Ssppeedeadasetopaliaas e | ' { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Wildland-Conservation- | access,guided-educational- " . . .
. //'/ P { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
imeCree preserve AustinWater Approvededucational/research- 4 ! ! [ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Wildland-Conservation- | access;guided-educational 7o Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt,
Division group-tours: /' !/| Highlight
N N - ]
Senna-Hils- preserve | Austin-Water— Approved-educational/researech- «| /| Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
Wildland-Conservation- | access;guided-educational /1 /| Bold
Division-Austin-Water— | group—teurs: I . .
X SRR = “////’ ) ‘ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Division }’// K ;o:'(;natted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
/ ol
S - - Teavis C F - B
————————————— B e e o
{Medwaytraety, | |1 Reseureces | access;guided-educational |/~ ;g::‘atted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
group-tourspublicaccess-:
R “. "~ | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
KentButler{lvanhoe)/Beard- | preserve AustinWater— AppFeveeL.eéueaﬁenaJﬁesea#e#*\\\ Bold
Frust- Wildland-Conservation- | access;guided-educational \ | Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
Divisien group-tours: .\ | Bold
- preserve et ‘\\ ) { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
: . i ) \
Divisi i \\\ { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Sam-Hamilton-Memorial Austin-Water— < Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Pecoreeilest lermerh s preserve | Wildland-Conservation- | Approved-educational/research-<| \ [ Formatted: Line spacing: single
WiR#4) - YN { Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
. \" | Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single
Conservation Easements N \{
B { Formatted: Line spacing: single
\\\ [ Formatted: Line spacing: single
{ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt, Line spacing: single

o U )




UNIT

The Crossings
Conservation Easement

‘ TYPE

preserve

PRIMARY MANAGEMENT
RESPONSIBILITY
Travis County Natural

TYPE OF PUBLIC ACCESS AND USE

Employees and guests of

Resources,

Steiner Ranch Conservation

preserve,

Travis County Natural

Easement |

Resources

=

on approved trails. Dogs are
permitted only if on leashes.

Concordia University
Conservation Easement

preserve

Travis County Natural

Approved educational/research

Resources

access, guided educational
group tours, and volunteer
projects.

Jy

\
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+0—7.0

CITY OF AUSTIN-MANAGED BCP TRACTS

7.1 PUBLIC ACCESS PER CITY OF AUSTIN LOCATION

7.1.1 Barton Creek Greenbelt and Wilderness Park
Since its opening in 1985, the level of use and types of use on Barton Creek
-Greenbelt have increased significantly. It was estimated that Barton Creek Greenbelt annually attracted
over 100,000 visitors to its trail and natural areas in 1999. Common activities include:

e Hiking

e Mountain Biking

e Walking pets

e Water recreation - swimming, wading, tubing, canoeing, kayaking
e Rock climbing &. rappelling

e (Caving

Nature Study - field trips, photographers, bird watchers. Increased and more varied public use
has simultaneously deepened community appreciation for the unique character and fragile and
endangered resources of the Barton Creek watershed.

7.1.2 Black-capped Vireo Research Area
Public access is limited to staff-guided or approved environmental education, scientific research
and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Ill tract management plan and with the
approval of the site manager. A small unpaved parking area is provided for program participants. There
are no restroom facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are allowed at any time.

7.1.3 Bull Creek Greenbelt and Bull Creek District Park
The Bull Creek Greenbelt is located on both the east and west sides of Loop 360 south of
Spicewood Springs Road. Bull Creek Park is on the east side of Loop 360 on Lakewood Drive. There are
parking area and public restrooms.
The greenbelt and park are used by recreationists for hiking, biking, swimming, picnicking
and nature enjoyment. Pets are allowed on leash in the Greenbelt

rock-climbing

7.1.4 Bull Creek Preserve, also called Forest Ridge

7.1.4.1 Background

Forest Ridge refers to a group of several independently acquired tracts: Forest Ridge, Jester, -and
3M. These tracts have suffered degradation from a variety of previous land use changes. Much of the
surrounding lands have been developed in recent years into highways and roads, single-family residential
subdivisions and support infrastructure, such as large electrical transmission lines and a water storage
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facility. In addition, even the preserve itself has been degraded by roadway clearing, dumping of
construction materials, and construction and maintenance of electrical lines. Off-road vehicles,
motorcycle riding, trash dumping, illegal encampments, illegal trail clearing, cedar chopping, and general
partying have all occurred throughout the Forest Ridge Preserve from numerous previously uncontrolled
access points. An extensive system of trails, jeep roads, access roads, and abandoned roadway segments
facilitated the unauthorized uses of this preserve unit. These various impacts are highly problematic for
the managing agency and thus, habitat restoration at this site is a high priority for management
resources.

7.1.4.2 Public Access Limitations by Season

Austin Water reserves the right to place additional limitations on visitation,
if the managing agency finds that it cannot adequately meet federal permit requirements for endangered
species management and manage public access. Impacts on the species will be closely monitored. There
are restroom facilities and drinking fountains available in the adjacent Bull Creek Greenbelt facilities
immediately west of Loop 360. No pets are allowed at any time.

7.1.4.2.1 Non-Nesting Season August 1 through February 28

Unsupervised public access will be available from August 1 through February 28 from dawn
to dusk to walkers or hikers, individually or in groups of less than 10. Until additional
resources are available to manage endangered species and public access on the BCP, this is
the only preserve purchased specifically for the BCP by the City whieh-that will allow
unsupervised public access at this time.

7.1.4.2.2 Nesting Season March 1 through July 31

Public access during the months March through July from dawn to dusk is limited to

1. Individual hikers/walkers certified after completion of any one of a series of free one-day
trainings originally developed by Parks and Recreation staff but-is now administered by
Austin Water, Wildland Conservation Division staff.

2. Environmental education group tours guided by BCP staff or such tours and guides
approved by the site manager.

3. Scientific research and service/volunteer activities compatible with the goals of the Tier
Il tract management plan and approved by the site manager.

4. All organized groups are restricted in size to ten individuals or fewer. The tranquility of
the preserve must be respected: no loud voices or noises.

e

tract

fence line

7.1.5 Commons Ford Metropolitan Park
Commons Ford Park is two miles northwest of the intersection of F.M. 2244 (Bee Caves Road)
and Dr. west of Austin. The tract is bound on the north by Lake Austin. The BCP
portion of this metropolitan park has a hiking trail.
Pets are allowed in the non-BCP portion only.
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7.1.6 Cortaiia Unit - - {Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: Left: 0"

Public access is limited to staff--guided - or approved environmental
education, scientific research and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Il tract
management plan. All require the approval of the site manager. There are no restroom facilities or
drinking fountains. No pets are allowed at any time.

7.1.7 Cow Fork/Coldwater Unit <+ ‘{Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

Public access at the Cow Fork Unit near Emma Long Metro Park is limited to staff-guided or
approved environmental education, scientific research and service activities compatible with the goals of
the Tier Il tract management plan and with the approval of the site manager. There are no restroom
facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are allowed at any time.

7.1.8 Emma Long Metropolitan Park e ‘{ Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

The 950-acre BCP area within Emma Long is located on City Park Road off RR 2222. Most of the
park is open to the public at no fee at this time. Fees are collected to enter the camping area on Lake
Austin. Current land uses in the BCP acreage include archery, motorcycle riding and racing, hiking, biking,
nature viewing, and bird-watching. every

A nature trail for hiking only follows Turkey Creek west of the park road and turns north into
upland areas. No mountain bikes are permitted to access this area. -This trail had been designated by the
Parks and Recreation Department in-Nevember1994-as an "off leash" area for dogs._In a part of the park
referred to as the "Motorcycle Park”, motorcycle and mountain-bike riding is allowed year-round. Fhis-

§ - {Commented [JA8]: As per 1977 ordinance # 770203E

7.1.9 Kent Butler Ecological Reserve (lvanhoe}/Beard TrustUnit) ) - W Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not
Public access is limited to staff--guided or approved environmental education, scientific research « Highlight

and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Il tract management plan and with the | N
approval of the site manager. There are no restroom facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are allowed )

Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not
Highlight

atany time. [ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"
7.1.10 Lime Creek s ‘{Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"
Public access is limited to staff--guided or approved environmental education, scientific research <« - - {Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"

and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Ill tract management plan and with the
approval of the site manager. There are no restroom facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are allowed
at any time.
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7.1.11 Mount Bonnell Park
Mount Bonnell Park is located on Mount Bonnell Drive north of 38 1/2 Street and overlooking
Lake Austin. Visitors climb steep stairs to reach the top where they may enjoy the views. Picnicking is_
allowed-previded at permanent tables provided for that purpose. Pets are permitted on leash. Bicyclists

may access the service road. arareflowerof
thegenuscolonies of the rare bracted twistflower (Streptanthus bracteatus-) that the BCCP is charged
HCP/EIS
7.1.12 Reicher/BJJJ&T/Bohls) Unit
Several buildings on the Reicher Unit are available by reservation . Public
access to the area in the immediate surroundings of these buildings is permitted by those who have
permission from to

use the facilities. These visitors may hike the trail and road to the lake, and the trails into the nearby
woods. No outdoor amplified sound systems are allowed.

Public access to the remainder of the unit is limited to staff--guided or approved environmental
education, scientific research and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier IIl tract
management plan and with the approval of the site manager. No pets are allowed at any time.

7.1.13 Senna Hills
Public access is limited to staff-guided tours or approved environmental education, scientific
research and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Il tract management plan and with
the approval of the site manager. There are no restroom facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are
allowed at any time.

7.1.14 Stillhouse Hollow Preserve (Spicewood Springs Preserve)/Barrow Preserve
Stillhouse Hollow Preserve (Spicewood Springs Preserve) is located at Sterling and Burney off
Mesa Drive.

A mobility-impaired accessible trail leads from the
small parking area to an overlook deck at the canyon above the springs and shelter caves. No pets or
bikes are allowed in the preserve. Due to its narrow width and location directly on a waterway, Barrow
Preserve has no public trails.

7.1.15 St. Edward's Park
St. Edward's Park is located in the northern edge of the Bull Creek Preserve Unit on Spicewood
Springs Road. It has a parking area and hiking/biking trails in both the BCP portion of the park and the
non-BCP lowlands. All dogs must be leashed. Altheugh-the-park-hasneverbeenformally-designatedfor
horsebackaceessby-the Directorof Parksand RecreationDepartment-Hhorseback riders have used the
park forseveralyears—prior to 1996.
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7.1.16 Ullrich Water Treatment Plant/Bee Creek Preserve

There is no public access to this tract. “ {Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"

7.1.17 Upper Bull Creek Unit == ‘{Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

Public access is limited to staff--guided or approved environmental education, scientific research « - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"

and service activities compatible with the goals of the Tier Ill tract management plan and with the
approval of the site manager. There are no restroom facilities or drinking fountains. No pets are allowed
at any time.

7.1.18 Sam Hamilton Memorial Reserve West (Former Water Treatment Plant #4 Site)} - ‘{Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: First line: 0"

Approved educational/research access, guided educational group tours._No pets are allowed at
any time.

<+~ ~ 7| Formatted: Heading 2, Outline numbered + Level: 2 +
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as-tocomplete purchase of the final-acreage of the preserve system, - w Commented [JA9]: Was section 7.2 - Moved to section

7.2 Furure-AcquisiiioN  FUTURE ACQUISITIONSs - ‘{Formatted: Heading 2, Indent: First line: 0"

The City of Austin may acquire tracts to be managed as part of the preserve for a variety of
purposes. The acquired tracts may or may not include habitat for listed species but may serve as buffers
to tracts that do support listed species, or as venues for learning about the environment of the
preserve. In all cases, the primary purpose of acquiring and managing these tracts, as for the existing
preserve lands, will be to protect and/or benefit the listed species and their habitats. Ary-additional-
Most BCP tracts purchased or managed in the future by the City of Austin will be closed to the public for
at least the first five years of ownership or management by the City of Austin. This five-year period will be
used to assess and monitor the condition of the habitat and resident populations of endangered species,
and for general environmental assessment purposes. After five years, public access options will be
considered along with the supporting 8&M-funding needs in a Public Access Plan. HeweveraAny public
access will be contingent upon the ability of staff to continue to maintain and improve endangered
species habitat and populations, upon evaluation of baseline ecological and endangered species data,
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and upon appropriate and sufficient operations and management funding approved by the Austin Council
for public safety, education, enforcement, grounds maintenance, and any other necessary operations

8.0 TRAVIS COUNTY-MANAGED BCP LANDS

8.1 _PUBLIC ACCESS BY SITE-PuBHic-ACEESS-BY-SHE

8.1.1 Fravis-County-Grandfathered TractsUnits:

8.1.1.1 Hamilton Pool Preserve

Hamilton Pool Preserve is located on Hamilton Pool Road in southwestern Travis County, and
consists of 232 acres along Hamilton Creek and the Pedernales River. Hamilton Pool is generally open
from-9-a-m-—te-6-p-m—every day for hiking, swimming and nature viewing. Access management includes a
staffed entrance station, and information kiosk, and two trails. Other improvements include a parking
area, picnic tables, cempeosting-and-pertable-teiletsrestrooms, benches, and a footbridge. Guided public
and-private-tours are available. Visitors must stay on designated trails and may swim only in designated
areas when bacteria levels are within established safe standards. Disturbing, feeding collecting or
harming plants or animals inwith the preserveark is prohibited. Painting, marking, altering, or removing
any natural features is prohibited. Pets are prohibited. No fires, stoves or cooking are allowed. An entry
fee is required, and a reservation system is in place during the peak season.

8.1.1.2 Wild Basin Preserve

Travis-Ceunty'sThe 227-acre Wild Basin Preserve is owned and managed |omt|y by Travis County
and St. Edward’s Universityth 3
for-Wild-Basin-Wilderness. The preserve is Iocated on Loop 360 (Capltal of Texas nghway) 1.5 mlles
north of Bee Cave Road, within the Bee Creek drainage basin. Wild Basin is open from daylight to dusk
every day for hiking and nature viewing. Guided and self-guided tours are available, and a wide range of
educational programs are offered. Improvements include an interpretive center called the Wild Basin
Creative Research Center, information kiosk, parking area, 2.5 miles of trails including an easy access
loop, wheelchairaceess{tmoderately-difficutt-to-the buildingandsemetralsc oo ker cuariers and
composting and portable toilets. Visitors must stay on designated trails. Swimming is not allowed.
Disturbing, feeding, collecting, or harming plants or animals with-in-the preserveparkis prohibited.
Painting, marking, altering, or removing any natural features is prohibited. Pets are prohibited. No fires,
stoves or cooking are allowed.

8.1.1.3 Romberg Preserve

The Romberg Preserve is a censists-of-abeut40 acres portion of acress-Cemanche Trailfrem-Bob
Wentz Park, which;-is part of the BCP. It is located on Comanche Trail Road at Windy Point on Lake
Travis. The preserve has no improvements, except for a septic drain field, and no visitor accommodations
are available. Travis County staff conducts research, maintenance, and enforcement as needed.

Ecological tours coordinated with Travis County staff may be conducted. Petsareprehibited-The non-BCP

portion of Bob Wentz Park has public access and amenities.

Page 23 of 60

Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt
Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt
Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), Not Bold

- { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"




8.1.2 Units with Limited Public Access

8.1.2.1 Trails End

The 227.8-acre Trails End tract is located on the southern end of Trails End Road and the property< - - 7 Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5", Space After: 0 pt,
is bisected by the road. A portion of the tract on the east side of Trails End Road has deeded recreational Line spacing: single

access for residents of an adjacent subdivision. In 2016, Travis County included that 36-acre portion of
the Trails End tract, which already has some access, in the Parks Master Plan as a proposed future County
Park. Public access is currently allowed in this area, but there are no amenities available. In addition,
there is restricted walk-in access for neighbors on the portion of Trails End tract west of Trails End

Road. No parking or amenities are available on the western portion of the tract.

8.1.2.2 Wheless Tract “n ‘{ Formatted: Heading 4

The 2,319 acre Wheless tract is located along Lime Creek Road. It was acquired from LCRA by
Travis County in 2017. A 19 acre portion of the tract is managed for public access as part of Sandy Creek
Park. The remainder of the tract can be accessed through approved guided educational activities and

volunteer projects.

8.1.3 All Other Travis County BCP Units e ‘{Formatted: Heading 3, Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0"

All other Travis County BCP units not discussed above can be accessed through approved - { Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

8.2 TRAVIS COUNTY FUTURE ACQUISITIONSTRAWS-COUNTY-RFUTURE-ACQUISIHONS

Any-additionalMost BCP tracts purchased or managed in the future by Travis County will be
dedicated as preserve-dand, and will be closed to the public for at least the first five years of ownership or
management by Travis County.

This five-year period will be used to assess and monitor the condition of the habitat and resident
populations of endangered species, and for general environmental assessment purposes. After five years,
public access options will be considered along with the supporting 6&Moperations and management

funding needs in a Public Access Plan. However, any public access will be contingent upon the ability of
staff to continue to maintain and improve endangered species habitat and populations, and upon
appropriate and sufficient operations and management funding approved by the Travis County
Commissioner’s Court for public safety, education, enforcement grounds maintenance, and any other

Travis County may purchase tracts for the specific purpose of providing nature-based recreation
to support the preserve, which could be open to the public in fewer than five years. It is important to
note that the primary way that Travis County provides new opportunities for recreation is through parks.
Travis County Parks has a robust program and has added new parks continually over the past several
decades.
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9.0 LCRA-MANAGED BCP

9.1 -MCGREGOR PRESERVE

No commercial or non-commercial uses by individuals or private groups are permitted on the
McGregortERAp Preserve-ands. LCRA plans to develop programs to promote educational research, and
wildlife viewing activities which will not interfere with the nesting season. The LCRA’s Good Neighbors
Program provides training to owners of property immediately adjacent to McGregor Preserve. Successful
completion of the training grants the property owner access to McGregor Preserve under specific

conditions outlined in the training. No pets are allowed at any time._

9.2 WESTCAVE PRESERVE

The Westcave Preserve, a 25.8-acre preserve is located along the Pedernales River on Hamilton
Pool Road. It is owned by the Lower Colorado River Authority and managed by the non-profit Westcave
Preserve Corporation. The preserve has a headquarters/manager's residence, composting toilet, visitor
centerelassreem-trailer, trails, small parking area, gravel road, and fencing on all sides.

Both individuals and groups are encouraged to visit the site, although access to the site is by
guided tour only. Tours are by appointment during the weekdays and at 10-am12-prm2 pmahd-4-
praregular times on Saturdays and Sundays, weather permitting. Tours are designed to avoid possible
harm to the sensitive ecological features of the preserve. Motor vehicle access will be limited to the
established parking area, except for equipment and vehicles used to maintain the preserve.

§ - - ‘{Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

J
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A

The Tier Il A Chapter IX 2016 Karst Species Management Plan states: “Education both for
“Education both for land management professionals and the general public should be implemented in order
to raise awareness of cave conservation issues and encourage protection of caves and karst
ecosystems.....Public education includes literature, curriculum, web media, interpretive kiosks, and guided
surface and subsurface tours that can be made available for the general public, agencies, and individuals
interested in learning more about karst areas and their inhabitants. A higher public awareness is an

«— - ‘{Formatted: Heading 1
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~
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important step towards the recovery of the endangered cave invertebrates and continued preservation of
karst species of concern.”
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The 1996 HCP/EIS, states: “All access to caves must be restricted to permits issued by the -appropriate land  _ - ‘[Formatted: Font: (Default
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management agency, based on an appropriate program in the land management plan for the

preservation of the caves’ ecosystem.” -Public access to the 62 BCP permit caves is restricted to
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Access Chapter, access to the first portion (50 feet) of District Park Cave in Dick Nichols Park is still open

to public access. Within the Barton Creek Wilderness Park, Backdoor Cave is a relatively short non-permit
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cave that is not gated.

\\\{ Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

Airman’s Cave was listed as “grandfathered” to unsupervised public visitation in the 1999 Public + . _ {Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt

Access Chapter. However, it was gated January 12, 2012 in response to rescues by Austin Fire

Department on February 1993, July 2, 2006, and October 15, 2007. Some of those rescues involved

jackhammering the entrance-and, building a fire at the entrance and public complaints regarding tax-

payer funding required for the rescues and other actions that were not supportive of BCP cave

management. Prior to gating Airman’s Cave, incidents of vandalism -involving graffiti, trash deposition

and harassment of hibernating bats were also observed. Open public access is now allowed within the

first 20 feet of the cave entrance. Because of inherent ecosystem sensitivity, special hazards, equipment,

and experience required for safe cave exploring, this activity is limited to permitted guided tours in all

BCP caves. Cave gating recommendations are provided in the Tier Il A Chapter IX 2016 Karst Species

Management Plan.
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11.0_GUIDE TO THE CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN-

PROCESSPROCESS
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against degradation caused by urbanization of surrounding lands and increased public demand for
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solids, dissolved oxygen, temperature, nutrients, algal/plant communities, and introduction
of pathogens and exotic species.

1.5. Monitoring of wildlife species should include, at a minimum, measures of changes in
abundance of known predators (snakes, jays and crows, squirrels, red imported fire ants) and
likely predators (free-roaming cats) to species of concern and avian communities. It should
also include changes in abundance of species, such as deer and feral hogs that are known to

be detrimental to the habitat of endangered species and species of concern.
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2. Effects on abundance of karst invertebrates and species upon which they depend.

3. Direct disturbance of rare plants and karst features.
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recommendations for monitoring effects of recreation and examples of monitoring protocols.
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3. All stakeholders will identify logistical constraints (physical access, parking, topography,
public access/recreation on tracts with hog and deer management, etc.) for each site

factors as necessary. In this portion of the process, sharing of data will allow stakeholders to \{
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1. What uses are being sponsored?

2. Who is/are the sponsors?

3. What resources is/are sponsor(s) offering to provide?

4. What resources is/are the sponsor(s) seeking from the land manager?
5

6

How will this trail comply with the BCP (from TMP and Strategic Vision)?
How will user conflicts be avoided?

What is the approximate length of the proposed trail? Please provide a map or GIS data. -«

1
2. What s the proposed surface of the trail?

3. Are there any potential structural components?
4

5

What is the type and expected extent of clearing created by the proposed trail?
What type of habitat is expected to be affected? (Use TMP process documents as a guide.)
a. Can occupied habitat, karst, springs, and plants be avoided by more than 100 -«
meters?
b. If habitat cannot be avoided, what are the proposed actions to mitigate?
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2. Are structural facilities proposed? -
a.  Will they be located onsite or offsite? «
b. If onsite, what is the proposed mitigation?
c. Is any impervious cover proposed?

\
Operations «
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1. User management )
a. How will intensity of use be managed and/or maintenance be adjusted to address
intensity?
b. How will enforcement and security be addressed?
c. _What design and education components are proposed to keep users on trails?
2. Resource impacts (protected species, soil, water, and plant communities)
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protected species, soil, water, and plant communities?

3. How will uninterrupted preserve operations be provided for: “«
a. Species monitoring -

Animal population management (deer, hogs, brown-headed cowbird)
c. Habitat manipulation

= planting/restoration “
= burning
= mechanical and chemical treatments

d. Safety of personnel and users -
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4. How do you propose to provide long-term maintenance and repairs, enforcement,
monitoring, and adaptive management? Formatted
5. How do you propose to support monitoring of the potential impacts from this trail on Formatted

) - 5
protected species, soil, water, and plants? Formatted

11.2.2 BCP Trail Master Plan Proposal Process and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Formatted
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A template MOA can be found in Appendix HJ, A simplified outline of the Trail Master Plan proposal and
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implementation process and MOA approval process are provided below.
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1. Sponsor submits the Trail Sponsor Request to Plan a Proposal using the BCP Trail Master Plan « //’ /
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a. BCPstaffreview of proposalrequest. < ! ' Formatted
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Sponsor obtains City of Austin access letter (for non-parkland), Formatted

d. City and sponsor collaborate on GIS data, maps, monitoring data, natural resource
information, and other documents as needed to analyze proposed trail suitability and
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2. BCP Trail Master Plan Application (Appendix Gl) and Trail Proposal submission and review
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a. Collaboration, clarification and discussion between the City and sponsor
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Attachment B. Sample Recreation Survey Form

TRAIL USE DATA SHEET - please staple as

Location; _ Temperature: Weather: sunny  paly coudy ~ cloudy
needed rainy
Volunteer Date of
Observer: Survey: Trail Condition: good  muddy
Pagek  of Wind: calm fightbreezes  windylgusty
ag Total Dogs Dogs Activity
s Time of On ton
: Comments
g obsenvation Eof people Bofdogs |Leash? | #Onfoot | #onbike | motorized
YN bike

: Field Code Changed
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APPENDIX HG -~ MAP OF CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRACTS ELIGIBLE FOR BCP
TRAIL MASTER PLAN PROPOSALS
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APPENDIX {H -- TRAIL SPONSOR REQUEST TO PLAN A PROPOSAL USING
THE CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP)

Trail Sponsor Request to Plan a Proposal using the City of Austin BCP Trail Master
Plan Process

The City of Austin BCEP Trail Master Plan process begins with the submission of this Trail Sponsor
Request to Plan a Proposal. Stakeholders interested in sponsoring a trail proposal for a sustainable trail
in City of Austin owned Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP) land should review all of the information
and guidance found on the BECP Trail Master Plan Process Sponsor Pre-planning Toolkit webpage, found
at http://arcg.is/4neP before submitting this request. The interactive maps at that site should be used to
help answer the questions below.

In this portion of the process, sharing of data will allow stakeholders to understand more about each
other’s needs as well as helping everyone understand any challenges with meeting the goals and
objectives. BCP staff will review this request and contact the trail sponsor to set up a project
coordination meeting to discuss the proposal and provide guidance through the rest of the Trail Master
Plan process.

1. Applicant Information:

Applicant Name:

Company or Agency:

Mailing Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Contact Name: Contact Title:

Daytime Phone # ( ) -

Email address:

2. Trail Proposal Planned for which Balcones Canyonlands Preserve?

O Barton Creek Greenbelt O Barton Creek Wilderness Park O Reicher

00 Bull Creek Greenbelt 00 Bull Creek District Park [ Forest Ridge

O Jester O St. Edwards Park 0 Stillhouse Hollow Nature Preserve
0 Cortafa 0 Emma Long Metropolitan Park 1 Bohls
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0 Sansom 0 Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park 0 Double) & T

3. What is the Trail Proposal Type?
0 Improve the sustainability of an existing trail.
0 Convert an unauthorized trail to an authorized trail.
O New trail construction.

4. Trail uses will be limited to hiking, hiking with dogs, trail running, and biking, as constrained by
grandfathering which is described in the BCCP Public Access Land Management Chapter, and the
Trail Master Plan Strategic Vision. What are the proposed trail uses?

0 Hiking 0 Hiking with Dogs 0 Trail Running 0 Mountain Biking

{1 Other Grandfathered Use

5. Brief Trail Proposal Description. Please include GIS data for the Trail Master Plan trail proposal
location or provide a map with this request.

6. Do stakeholders have the funding and staffing resources needed to develop the Trail Master Plan,
construct, manage, monitor and enforce the additional public recreation, and provide for
additional public outreach and education? 00 Yes [ No
Please explain:

7. Trail Pre-planning Questions

a) Does the proposed trail support connectivity? 0O Yes 0O No
b) Does the proposed trail cross through a BCCP Habitat Mitigation Zone? O Yes 0O No
o If yes, please specify which zone(s):
[0 Golden-cheeked Warbler Zone 1 [0 Golden-cheeked Warbler Zone 2
0 Black-capped Vireo Zone 0O Karst Zone 1 0 Karst Zone 2
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) Does the proposed trail cross through any sensitive feature areas? O Yes O No
e If yes, additional coordination with the City of Austin is required to identify sensitive
features near the proposed trail alignment. This allows stakeholders to understand any
challenges the project may have with meeting the Trail Master Plan goals and objectives.

d) Does the proposed trail cross any creeks or other water features? 0O Yes 0O No
e) Is the proposed trail sustainable, given the soil and terrain? 0O Yes 0O No
f) Does the proposed trail address parking and user amenities, as

appropriate to the activities and trail proposed? O Yes 0O No

e Parking 0 Yes [ No I NotApplicable

e Bathrooms 0 Yes [ No (I NotApplicable

e Trash disposal and receptacles 0 Yes O No O NotApplicable

e Other amenities: 0 Yes 0O No

8. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

| realize that failure to supply complete information with this request may delay processing. | certify
that all statements on this request are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

SIGNATURE of Person Responsible for Submitting Request DATE Signed
PRINTED NAME of Person Signing CompanySponsor or
Agency

Submit requests to: BCP Program Manager

Wildland Conservation Division, Reicher Ranch
Austin Water

3621 South FM 620 Rd.

Austin, Texas 78738

Attn: Nico M. Hauwert, Ph.D., P.G.

BCCP Infrastructure Coordinator
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Or email directly to: Nico M. Hauwert, Ph.D., P.G., BCP Program Manager
512/972-1661 Nico.Hauwert@austintexas.gov
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APPENDIX 41 - =CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN APPLICATION

Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP)

City of Austin BCP Trail Master Plan Application

This Trail Master Plan Application should be completed collaboratively by the trail sponsor and the land
manager(s) to ensure accurate and agreeable answers. This should be submitted after the Trail Sponsor
Request to Plan a Proposal has been evaluated by BCP staff, and the GIS database supporting sustainable
trail analysis for the proposed project has been completed collaboratively by the trail sponsor and the

land manager(s).

1. Applicant Information:

Applicant Name:

Company or Agency:

Mailing Address:

City: State:

Contact Name:

Daytime Phone # ( ) -

Email address:

Contact Title:

Zip Code:

2. BCP Tract Manager:

Contact Name and Department/Division:

Mailing Address:

City: State:
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3. Project Information:

Project or Trail Name:

Street Address or Location Description:

Project Manager:

Daytime Phone # ( ) - Email address:

On-site Single Point of Contact:

Daytime Phone # ( ) - Email address:

4. Trail Proposal Planned for which Balcones Canyonlands Preserve?

0 Barton Creek Greenbelt O Barton Creek Wilderness Park J Sansom

00 Bull Creek Greenbelt 00 Bull Creek District Park [ Forrest Ridge

O Jester O St. Edwards Park O Stillhouse Hollow Nature Preserve
0 Cortafa 0 Emma Long Metropolitan Park 1 Bohls

01 Reicher 0 Commons Ford Ranch Metropolitan Park 1 Double J & T

5. What is the Trail Proposal Type?

[0 Improve the sustainability of an existing trail.
1 Convert an unauthorized trail to an authorized trail.

0 New trail construction.

6. Trail uses will be limited to hiking, hiking with dogs, trail running, and biking, as constrained by
grandfathering which is described in the BCCP Public Access Land Management Chapter, and the
Trail Master Plan Strategic Vision. What are the proposed trail uses?
0 Hiking 0 Hiking with Dogs 0 Trail Running 0 Mountain Biking

[ Other Grandfathered Use

7. Brief Trail Description:
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8. What is the approximate length of the proposed new trail?:

9. What is the approximate length of the existing trail to be closed?:

10. What resources are the sponsor offering to provide?:

11. What resources are the sponsor seeking from the land manager?:

12. Design Phase Trail Planning Questions

1. Isthe proposed trail sustainable, given the terrain?

a. Does proposed design meet or exceed the International Mountain

Biking Association’s standards for trail design?

2. Does the proposed trail avoid fragmenting high quality habitat?
O No

3. Does the proposed trail fragment woodland interiors?
0O Yes O No

4. Does the proposed trail leave woodland canopies intact?
O No

5. Does the proposed trail avoid occupied habitat?

0 Yes 0 No

0 No

0 Yes

0 Yes

0 Yes O No

a. Proposed trail does not provide access within 100 meters of
occupied songbird habitat during breeding/nesting season.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

4. Does the proposed trail address parking and user amenities, as

appropriate to the activities and trail proposed?

e Parking

e Bathrooms

e Trash disposal and receptacles
e Other amenities:

0 Yes
0 Yes
0 Yes
O Yes

5. Does the trail design support or enhance authorized uses and

discourage unauthorized uses?
6. Does the trail support connectivity?

7. Does the trail design accommodate ongoing land management

activities?

8. Does the trail avoid cultural resources?

9. Does the proposed trail avoid cave access or protect karst features?

Description of Vegetation Disturbance:

O No
O No
O No
O No

0 Yes

]

1 Not Applicable
0 Not Applicable
1 Not Applicable

O

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

[m]

No

No

No

No

No

No

Description of Ground Disturbance:

Dimensions of Disturbed Areas (length, width, total square feet):

Total acreage of disturbed area:

If habitat cannot be avoided, what are the proposed actions to mitigate?:
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

If facilities, parking, or impervious cover will be onsite, what are the proposed actions to
mitigate?:

How will intensity of use be managed and/or maintenance be adjusted to address intensity?:

How will enforcement and security be addressed?:

What design and education components are proposed to keep users on trails?:

How will long-term maintenance and repairs, enforcement, monitoring, and adaptive
management be provided for?:

How will monitoring of the potential impacts from this trail on protected species, soil, water,
and plants be provided for?:

Please supply with this questionnaire:

e Regional map showing location of project.

e Map delineating total project disturbance area. GIS data preferred.

e Access route map of new trail, including length and width of route. GIS data
preferred.

e Map of existing trail proposed for closure. GIS data preferred.
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25. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

| realize that failure to supply complete information with this application may delay processing. |
understand that a copy of this application may be provided to Travis County and the Austin office of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. | certify that all statements on this application are true and correct to the
best of my knowledge.

SIGNATURE of Sponsor Responsible for Submitting Application DATE Signed
PRINTED NAME of Person Signing Sponsor or
AgencyCompany-or-Agency

SIGNATURE of BCP Tract Manager DATE Signed
PRINTED-MNAMEofResson-Sigring Corapanyemlgensy
SIGNATURE of City of Austin BCP Program Manager DATE Signed

PRINTED-NAME oL Sieri c
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SIGNATURE of PARD Tract Manager (if trail is on dual-managed BCP) DATE Signed

PRINTED-NAME of Person Signing Company-or-A
g Company-or-Agen

Submit applications to:  BCCP Coordinating Committee Secretary
Wildland Conservation Division, Reicher Ranch
Austin Water
3621 South FM 620 Rd.
Austin, Texas 78738
Attn: Kimberlee Harvey

Or email directly to: Kimberlee Harvey, BCCP Coordinating Committee Secretary
(512) 972-1686 Kimberlee.Harvey@austintexas.gov
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APPENDIX J - K-CITY OF AUSTIN BCP TRAIL MASTER PLAN
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TEMPLATE

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

BETWEEN

CITY of AUSTIN
AUSTIN WATER UTILITY
WILDLAND CONSERVATION DIVISION
BALCONES CANYONLANDS PRESERVE (BCP) PROGRAM
AND

[SPONSOR]

FOR CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ACCESS TRAILS
ON THE BALCONES CANYONLANDS PRESERVE

[NAME OF BCP PROPERTY] TRACT

Purpose

The purpose of this agreement is to establish roles and responsibilities for parties engaged in
implementing public access trails on the City of Austin’s Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP). The
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation Plan (BCCP) Coordinating Committee approved the BCP Trail Master
Plan process on February 18, 2009. It was created to increase opportunities for sustainable recreational
trails on City of Austin owned BCP properties.

This approval is meant to help implement the City’s philosophy of accommodating the public with access
to land in order for them to learn the importance of our wildlands and protected species, how
endangered species habitat systems function, and how we manage the land. This access will leverage the
City’s investment by educating our constituents so that they may protect sensitive endangered species
habitat near their homes and businesses.

The trail recommendations for BCP tracts approved by City Council are the result of an extensive
collaborative process between trail sponsors and land managers where stakeholders agree to provide
implementation resources. This Memorandum of Agreement will also serve to protect the interests of all
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stakeholders involved in this project, including the City. This relationship between the City of Austin and
the sponsors participating in this Memorandum serves as a model for Public — Private partnerships in
Austin and other communities.

The City of Austin Agrees:

1.

10.

11.

To make the site on the [BCP PROPERTY] available for planning, construction, operation and
maintenance of a public access trail suitable for [TYPE(S) OF USE], access;

That prior to construction, the Environmental Conservation Program Manager or designated
representative shall review and approve any plans for public access trails;

To move plans, etc. through the City’s regulatory process by obtaining permits and approvals in
cooperation with other signatories to this Memorandum of Agreement;

To provide technical assistance on issues related to sensitive and sustainable design,
construction, operation, and management of a public access trail on this site;

To provide technical assistance to stakeholders on education actions related to the public access
trail on this site;

To provide advance notice of temporary closures for management or emergencies to the
Stakeholder Steering Committee, Trail Administration Subcommittee and the Trail Steward;

To keep partners informed of management or policy changes that would affect access, by
notifying the Stakeholder Steering Committee, Trail Administration Subcommittee and/or the
Trail Steward as appropriate.

To monitor public access effects on the welfare of the target species of concern, and impacts to
habitat, soil, vegetation, or water resources, etc. and to inform partners and public of results.
To conduct research on effects on the welfare of the target species of concern, and impacts to
habitat, soil, vegetation, or water resources, as appropriate, and inform partners and the public.
To evaluate whether constraints and guiding principles, which are the basis of the original trail
recommendations, are being met. When deficiencies are noted the City shall notify the
Stakeholder Steering Committee, Trail Administration Subcommittee or the Trail Steward as
appropriate of any deficiencies or concerns.

Notify partners in a timely manner when conditions may lead to revocation of access so that
corrective measures may be planned and implemented.

[SPONSOR] Agrees: To serve as the sponsor and party responsible for the public access trail on
[BCP PROPERTY] with primary fiduciary responsibility for the long term compliance with this
memorandum of agreement and the constraints and guidelines contained in the approved public
access recommendations;

To plan and develop trails for this site including preparation and submission of plans to City of
Austin for approval;

To serve as the lead to secure and provide funding or other resources necessary to construct,
operate, and maintain this trail;

To help plan and provide trail construction and maintenance training to stewards, volunteers, or
others who work on the trails;

To provide volunteers and other inputs for trail work days or other trail related or educational
events;

To provide leadership for planning and implementing educational components for the trail and
other educational activities on the property;
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To provide annual reports (due November 1) documenting results of educational activities
associated with the trail and other educational activities on the property;

To provide a representative to the Trail Administration Committee;

To assure that trail construction, maintenance, education activities and other trail related
projects are completed according to the terms of this memorandum and the constraints and
guidelines contained in the BCCP Trail Master Plan process approved public access
recommendations;

10. To assist with trail education, construction, operations, and maintenance.

It is Mutually Agreed:

1.

That a Trail Administration Subcommittee of the Stakeholder Steering Committee shall be
organized. This subcommittee will serve as the entity that is accountable to the City of Austin for
the construction, operation and maintenance of all public access trails on the Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve.

a. Purpose - Provide coordinated management for trail building, maintenance, and use policies
and serve as a point of contact for trails.

b. Governance - the subcommittee shall conduct an annual meeting with additional called
meetings as needed.

c. Organization and Individual Responsibilities

i. Chairperson
1. Will lead subcommittee and represent the interests of the trail stewards
2. Point of contact for all trail issues
a.  Will handle trail issues directly or delegate
b. Will follow up on issues and be responsible for ultimate resolution
c.  Will serve as single point of contact to the City of Austin regarding
trail issues

May direct volunteers to areas where help is needed.

Assists with acquiring grants for trail maintenance, etc.

Can call meeting when deemed necessary.

6. Shall be elected annually from the subcommittee membership.

ii. Non-City MOA Signatory Representatives - represent interest of specific user groups
who have agreed to participate in the MOA and be accountable for its
implementation. Interests may include:

a. [LIST TYPE(S) OF USER GROUPS)]

iii. Stakeholder Steering Committee Representative - member of the Stakeholder
Steering Committee which serves as the public oversight group responsible for
assisting the City of Austin with planning public access on the Balcones Canyonlands
Preserve.

iv. Stewardship Committee Representative - member of the stewardship committee.
This committee is organized to train and recruit trail stewards and other volunteer
leaders assisting the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve.

v. Trails Stewards — are trained volunteer leaders who are responsible for the day-to-
day operations and maintenance on individual trails. They only attend meetings or
provide reports on an AS-NEEDED basis.

v kW
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2. That public access trails or segments of trails may be closed due to trail related issues, concerns
or emergencies. Closures will be based on the following Grade/Priority of Threat:

A. Extreme/Severe = Spill, pipeline threat, natural disaster. An Immediate threat
to life or public safety.
e Requires immediate public notification (upon discovery)
e Immediate closure of site or segment until resolved
e City, signatory, or both are responsible for identifying threats, assuring
they are addressed and providing notification.
0 The City, with the advice of trail steward, is responsible for
making closure determination and providing notification.
0 These threats must be addressed before the trail or segment is
reopened.
0 City of Austin representative and Trail Steward must be
notified immediately.
B. Serious/High = Dangerous Trail Conditions. Trail use would cause damage or
pose serious threat to public safety.
e Requires immediate public notification (upon discovery).
e Requires closure of trail or segment until grade or priority is reduced to
lower level.
e The City, with the advice of trail steward, is responsible for making
closure determination and providing notification.
e Mitigation or correction will be initiated ASAP.
e  City of Austin representative and Trail Steward must be notified
immediately.
C. Concern/Moderate = Trail Maintenance Needs. Observed Habitat Threats
e Public Notification within 24 hours.
e Notification of City or Trail Steward within 5 working days.
e The City and/or the Trail Steward are responsible for making the
closure determination and notification.
e Corrected or mitigated in 14 days.
e No closings unless further deterioration to next higher grade/priority is
expected or occurs.
D. Routine/Preventative = Trail and Facility Management to Comply with Balcones
Canyonlands Conservation Plan Permit and Habitat Conservation Plan
e Public notice as needed to avoid conflicts
e The City and/or the Trail Steward are responsible for making the closure
determination and notification
e Address under routine maintenance schedule
e Closure as needed to avoid non-compliance with BCCP Permit
E. Closure notifications shall include as appropriate
o  City staff
e Trail Administrative Subcommittee
e Stakeholder Steering Committee

h ﬂ Formatted: Space After: 0 pt
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e Trail Steward

MOA Signatories with impacted responsibilities
Media Outlets

Law Enforcement and Public Safety agencies
Trail Users through trail postings

That the Trail Administration Subcommittee shall develop rules governing public access and use
of the trail supported by this MOA. They must support the constraints and guidelines contained
in the public access recommendations. Draft rules shall be presented to the Stakeholder Steering
Committee for ratification. Should the stakeholders fail to reach consensus to ratify these rules,
the ratification process shall proceed to the second level of the appeals process. All signatories
agree to enforce trail rules through monitoring, educational interactions with trail users, and
reporting of violations to City of Austin staff. In situations where rules violations or emergencies
pose a threat to public health or safety, an appropriate law enforcement agency shall be notified.
That it is the decision of the City of Austin to indefinitely close a trail and revoke public access
privileges. Revocation shall be through written notification to all signatories of this MOA. This
action shall be based upon non-compliance with this MOA, or the constraints, guidelines, or
other provisions of the public access recommendations. Revocation will be enforced until non-
compliance is corrected. Revocation may be appealed through the appeals process.

That there will be periodic review.

a. The signatories of this agreement will meet to review the status of this agreement annually
before its anniversary date. The annual review will confirm that all the obligations of this
agreement are being met and that all trail activities are being conducted in compliance with
the public access recommendations including the constraints and guidelines. The status of
each signatory shall be confirmed. If a signatory organization is no longer able to meet its
obligations under this memorandum, a substitute signatory must be added through
modification of this agreement.

b. Following the annual review, the City of Austin shall notify the signatories to this
memorandum of the results of the review in writing. Full compliance shall be so noted.
Should deficiencies be revealed in the review, the City of Austin shall provide the signatories
with written notice that shall also include a performance plan and schedule for correction of
deficiencies.

That any signatory to this memorandum of agreement may appeal revocation or decisions

regarding trails rules. Appeals must be presented in writing to all memorandum of agreement

signatories. The first level of appeal shall be to the Stakeholder Steering Committee. The

Stakeholder Steering Committee may receive and consider any information from the City of

Austin or other signatories to this memorandum regarding the revocation and appeal. An appeal

may be decided using the Stakeholder Steering Committee’s normal decision-making process of

consensus. If the appeal fails in the first level, the decision may be appealed to the City Manager,
whose decision is final (Second Level).

That any actions must comply with all local, State, Federal, and BCCP Permit regulations.

That this MOA may be revised or modified only with consent of all parties.

That any signatory may withdraw from this agreement by providing 90 days’ notice to all other

signatories. Furthermore, if the City of Austin withdraws from this agreement after the trail is

constructed and begins operation, the City agrees to maintain public access and assume full
responsibility for operation and maintenance. Should other signatories withdraw, they must
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provide a substitute for their organization who will join the MOA through modification and
assume the obligations of the withdrawing signatory.

10. That the following are contacts regarding this MOA. For the purposes of notice, the addresses of
the parties are as follows

The City:
Austin Water /Wildland Conservation Division
P.O. Box # 1088
Austin, Texas 78767-8839
Attention: Sherri Kuhl

[SPONSOR AGENCY]
[SPONSOR NAME]

[SPONSOR ADDRESS]
[SPONSOR ADDRESS]

SIGNATURES

Date

[NAME]
Deputy City Manager

Date

[NAME]
[SPONSOR AGENCY]
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