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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
DECEMBER 17, 2018
NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
NRD-2018-0071
1808 W. 6™ STREET
WEST LINE HISTORIC DISTRICT

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1917 house.

ARCHITECTURE

One-story, front-gabled raised frame bungalow with a partial-width independent porch on
battered posts and brick piers; paired 1:1 fenestration with decorative muntin and mullion
patterns on the double-leaf door leading to a non-historic wood front deck, and on the side of
the house.

RESEARCH

The house appears to have been built around 1917 by Belle (Isabelle) Sutor, the widow of
prominent hotelier William J. Sutor. William J. Sutor established the Sutor Hotel in 1903
at 304-06 Congress Avenue, adjacent to the railroad tracks traversing downtown Austin. The
Sutor was known for its elegant suppers and Sunday dinners and accommodations for
traveling businessmen. After William J. Sutor passed away in 1913, Belle, took over the
operations of the hotel, and won recognition for her business skill and style in the Austin
newspapers. She and her daughter, Ida Mae, lived in the hotel until they built this house on
the western edge of Austin in 1917. Belle sold the hotel in 1924, and retired to this house;
she passed away in 1939. Her daughter, Ida Mae Mathews, who is listed as both a widow
and a divorcee, continued to live in this house until her own death in 1973. Ida Mae Mathews
worked as a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power Department for many years,
before switching over to the Austin Transit Company, where she worked until her retirement.
After Ida Mae died in 1973, the house became a rental property. One of the tenants in the
mid-1980s was Howard Hand, a local antiques dealer.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is contributing to the West Line National Register Historic District.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code:

a. Architecture. The house is an early frame bungalow with an unusual level of
ornamentation, particularly in the windows of the house and the historic front
porch, which is almost concealed yet contains piers and battered porch columns
in monumental proportions. This house qualifies under the criterion for
architecture as an excellent example of the true “Craftsman” bungalow,
showing the architectural details executed by skilled craftsman, and built
before the bungalow became a mass-market commodity.

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by Isabelle Sutor, a
notable female entrepreneur and hotelier in Austin in the early 20t century.
This is the home she built after living in her downtown hotel for many years.
There may be significant historical associations.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
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or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, or postpone until January 28, 2019 to fully
evaluate alternatives to demolition. This house has architectural interest and long-term
associations with Isabelle Sutor, who ran a successful and elegant downtown hotel for many
years. If the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends the completion
of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a
dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
Because the house is contributing to the historic district, staff will not release the plans until
the Commission has reviewed the plans for any replacement structure for this site.
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Thiz product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does not represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the

approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 1 67 ! This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. Mo warmranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.




1808 W. 6" Street
ca. 1917
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1808 W. 6" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
October, 2016

1992 Christopher Wenzel, owner
Accountant

1985-86 Ella B. Hand, owner
Retired
Also listed is Howard T. hand, proprietor of the House of Antiques, 807 W. 12"
Street.

1981 Thomas and Simonetta Latimer, renters
Carpenter
NOTE: The directory indicates that Thomas and Simonetta Latimer were new
residents at this address.

1977 No return

1973 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Retired

1968 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Widow, W.C. Mathews
Retired

1962 Ida M. Mathews, owner

Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 1315 W. 5" Street.

1959 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 300 Orchard Street.

1955 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 120%2 W. 6" Street.

1952 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 801 Scarbrough Building.

1949 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 815 Scarbrough Building.

1947 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 815 Scarbrough Building.

1944-45 Ida M. Mathews, owner
Office worker, Austin Transit Company, 812-16 Scarbrough Building.

1941 Ida M. Mathews, owner
No occupation listed



1939

1937

1935

1932-33

1930-31

1929

1927

1924

1922
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Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a book-keeper.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, an assistant book-keeper at the City Water, Light, and
Power Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, employed by the City Water, Light, and Power
Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William, J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power
Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power
Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power
Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

No occupation listed

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and
Power Department.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

Proprietor, Sutor Hotel “European Plan”, 306 Congress Avenue.

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a clerk in the circulation department of the Austin
Statesman, newspaper 7" and Brazos Streets.

Isabelle Sutor, owner

Widow, William J. Sutor

Proprietor and manager, Sutor Hotel, 306 Congress Avenue.

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a clerk in the circulation department for the Austin
Statesman, newspaper, 7" and Brazos Streets.

NOTE: The address is listed as 1806 W. 6 Street.
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1920 Isabelle Sutor, owner
Widow, William J. Sutor
Proprietor and manager, Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue.
Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a stenographer for the Austin Statesman,
newspaper, 7" and Brazos Street.

1918 Belle Sutor
Proprietor, Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue.
NOTE: Ida M. Mathews is not listed in the directory.

1916 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: Belle Sutor is listed at 3050 Guadalupe Street; she was the proprietor of
the Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

Isabelle Sutor and Ida Mae Mathews (ca. 1917 — ca. 1973)

Isabelle Sutor and her daughter, Ida Mae Mathews appear at this address in the 1930 U.S.
Census. They owned the house, which was worth $10,000. Isabelle Sutor was a 68-year old
Pennsylvania-born widow with no occupation listed. Her father had been born in England, and
her mother had been born in New Jersey. Ida Mae Mathews was 36 and divorced. She was born
in Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-born mother. She was a clerk at
City Hall.

The 1920 U.S. Census shows Belle Sutor and Ida May Mathews as the owners of this house.
Belle Sutor was a 58-year old Pennsylvania-born widow who was the proprietor of a hotel. Ida
May Mathews is shown as a 26-year old Pennsylvania-born widow, who was a stenographer for
the newspaper.

The 1910 U.S. Census shows William J. and Isabelle Sutor living at the address of their hotel,
304 Congress Avenue. William J. Sutor was 56, had been born in Texas to German-born parents,
and was a hotel keeper. Isabelle Sutor was 46, had been born in Pennsylvania to an English-
born father and a New Jersey-born mother; she had no occupation listed. With them lived
Isabelle’s children from her first marriage, Edward Battersby and Ida May Battersby. Edward
Battersby was 21, had been born in Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-
born mother. He had no occupation listed. |da May Battersby was 18, had been born in
Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-born mother. She was a clerk in a
hotel. The family had a live-in servant, Julia Schwartzbach, 45, who had been born in Germany,
and is listed as a chambermaid in the hotel.

Her 1939 death certificate shows that Mrs. Isabelle Sutor was living at this address at the time of
her death. She was the widow of William J. Sutor. She was born in 1862 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and had no occupation shown.

Ida Mae Mathews was living at this address at the time of her death in 1973. She was born in
Pennsylvania in 1891, and was a book-keeper. She is listed as a widow.



NUPTIALS I}ElEBHATEEI]
AT ALL SAINTS CHAPEL

m

Mn. 'WILLIAM 3. SUTOR, papumn
HOTEL MAN- OF AUSTIN, AND
MRS, iBABELLE C., BATTERSBY
nF FHII..A.DE:LPHIA MARRIED, .

q-—-—-—

* The nutials of Mrs, 1sabelle C. Bat-
teraby, of Philndelpliln, and Mr. Wil-
Ham' J. Butur.‘ F thla clty, were 'l'l'l.llt!t-
ly celebrated; st All Hnlnts clmpel
Twanty-:evenmf Btreet - and - Whitls

avenue, nt §° nclm:k last night. 'The
ceremony wri 'performed by Blshop
Kinsclving and was witnessed by only
lininediante relatlves.  After-the cere-
mony thie newly wedded couple pro-
ceeded 1o the parlors of*the Hotel Su-
tor, where they, with invited guests,
enfoyed u suniptuous repast. The pare
lora were abluze with- electric lights
and beuutifully decurntﬁd ‘with palins
und fowers, - .

Mr. and Mrd  Sutor. were tendemd
the hourtiest¥dongruntulztionn and'beat
wishes for. thulhnppleut"{yeudad life-by
ull present,

The rnllunin; wos, the mnnt e:cel-'

lent menu: . .
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Celery, Hlited Tomatoes, - Olives.

.Chicken Broth In Cups, - - -
Soft Shell Crabm, - - -
o Shoe Btring Potatoes,
Ronsted Mexlean Quall, Giblel Sauece.
S Brolled Squnbs on Toast. '
' . Prench Pens, - "
' Larded Fillet of Tenderlaln, -
Mushroom Sauce,
Lobater Salad,::
Aapuragus, Aroma Butter, .
: -~ Rum Oinelette,
Ansorted Frult, - Vanlla Ice Cream.
o } Caken, - .
-~ CQute Nolr, _
! _

Mr. Sutor, the groom' In the happy
union of llfe purtners, Iz one of- Aun-
tli's "best known and ‘mbst anterpris-
ing and substantial -citizenn, - He was
born here September’ 18, 1864, and ever
sluce renchlngithe dge of manhacd hay
been ldentifled withh the buslness [n-
ternatg of theelty with the excepllon
of tweo yeurs,-when he reslded In Phil-
adelphla., It was while' u resldent of
the Quunker City that Mr. Sutor met
the charming young lady who ls now
his bride, " MrrSutor Is now the man-
ager of the Hotel Sutor and b recog-
nized ns one of'the best, and I8 beyond
a doubl one of the noat populur ho-
el men In Texan, His numerous
friends here and elsewhere in the siate
Wil wish him every happiness in his
marrled e, i+ .

Mrs, Sutor I8 a highly nccompliahed
Indy, connectgd with an old and bromnf.
nent family of Philadelphla. Mr. and
Mra. Sutor have ppartments at the Ho.
tel Butor, . S .

William J. Sutor married Isabelle Battershy
Austin Statesman, October 6, 1903

C.9-



:-INI' spsfadosins whpele dovis e dpeociosTochrafe e aonfanfonfe i

o

s W. J. SUTOR DIES. or
A e i o
5 W Bulur died thly tmorning o
0 at 1:15 o'clock ot the Sefon In- <
& flrmary.  The enuse of death b
o wag Hriehits diereage, i o
o€ Funeral notleo will Le pub- &%
% lHohed Mtcer, o+
o+ Thie fdecepsed was nhege L0 3
o veary old: wax born In Teasvis ok
&b County and was proprictar of &
B the Sotnr Hotel, L3
+ »
D I a2 2 2 e B 2 2 e 2 2 M 2 ]

Front page news of the aeath of William J. Sutor

Austin Statesman, August 1, 1913

DEATH OF W. J. SUTOR SAD
NEWS T0 RIS MANY FRIENDS

IOTEL PRORPRIETOR SPENT MOST
OF LIFE IN AUSTIN.

— s ——

_ecoased Was Son of One of Pioneer
German Settlers of Travig County.
Funera| Teday,

S bt

‘Iravailng men of Texas, amnd  es-
achally those wio hnove visited austin
or many years, reecived the news of
«he denth of Willmin J. Suter, aged o0,
which veenrred early yesterday murn-
Ingg, with much regrel. Mr, Sutor wis
roprietur of the Sutor Haetel, 306 Con-
LesEAvenue, for many years, aml wiy
widely nequiinted with “Kuolghts of the

A1 over all purts of the country.
Death wus due o an aitek of
Bright'a disease and the end come at
the Seton Infirmary ot 115 0. me, Bil-
day,  He leaves Inntinerable  fricids
Sl opequadntinces inoAustln besides o

farge frmily,
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A mnther, flve slgters, ohe brother
Al two daughtery besidey 0 wife com-
prise the wurvivors of his Immcdiate
fasndly. The ¢hlldren are Mra, I (L
Cnmphbetl, San Antonlo; and W, O
Mathews, Austin, s sisters nre Mo,
Frink SBoery, Austing Mres, Amdrew
Viogel, San Antonto: Mra, John Ureigh=
ton, Iagle Pasx; Mrs. WHlinm Good -
rich, [Tomphilj: and Misy Adele Salor,
Philadelphln; Wis brpther, Fred Sutod,
nign o rexldes in pPhiinadelphila. Hiy
motheér Is Mrs )3 B Sutor and s well
adlvisneve in years,

Horn I Austin (o 1853, Al Suter
spent ey nujor porton of his {ife here,

THe resjded [(n San Aantonlo for a short

thate and spett one year in Paldalephia,
hut Austln was his favorlte place—-the
clty wliere he reccivmd his education
arel renvedt by fmanlly. He lived al
3050 Guadalupe Seoreet during Iaee
yours aml mude a0 namber of  uge
qualntaneey In his private Me,

The alveeia=ed] was 28 son of  Fred-
ertek Willinm Suter, one of the ¢enrly
Cierman settlers or Austing The Hte
frame shuek oveupled hy the fammiily
when they flrat moved to Austln wa
a-nte] where the Sutor  Hotel now
stands, “Ihe entlre 300 block on the
west shile af Copgress Avenue Is sl
known a8 the Sutor hiock.

Futerdl sorvices witl e held (poin
the reabdence nt 5 o'vieck today and
hurinl  made  here, Hew, Mliiton
Wardham will offleiate,

e —
Obituary of William J. Sutor

Austin Daily Statesman, August 2, 1913
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OWNER OF SUTOR HOTEL
AMONG AUSTINS MOST
PROGRESSIVE ~ WONEN

Proof that women are ‘'good busl-
neas men,”” and that a woman s as
unselfish fn the support -of clvic
projects for the betterment of the

s found In the record-of Mrs. W. J.
Sutor's buslness caveer., Mra. Sutor

has conducted the Sutoer Hotel in a
very successful manner - since the
Ldenth of her husband, W, J. S8utor, in
1013. But Mrs. Sutor 8 not only a
good business woman. . Bhe in also one
of -Austin’'s most ardent civic sup-
porters, and has always boen identi-
fled with the forward growth of the
city. Although a proprietor of a rival
hotel, Mra, Sutor was ohe of the most
ardent supporters of the drive for the
new Btephen F. Austin hostelry be-
fore the project became n reallty, and
did her bit In getting this new "boost
for the Capltal City acroms, L
The Butor Hotel was established in
1903 and conducted under thp owner-
ship of Mr. and Mrs. 8utor untll the
death of the former ten yearsa later,

Proot of the proaperisy of the hotel
under Mrs, Butor's management nince
the death of her husband is shown In
the continuoms  improvements which

town in which she. llves, a® any man,

have been made with the growth ot
patronage received by the Butor Ho- |
8l each year. o
. Extensive temodeling of the entire
hotel hans recently been completed, the
innlde of the house being completely
renovated, Many new baths have been
added increasing the accommodations
of the place as the clientele has ~
mcrel!ﬂﬂ’. o I T ) ' . R !

Recognition of Isabelle Sutor’s business acumen
Austin Statesman, June 17, 1924
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i'l"-'m]ry Wlll Be Contlnued Uﬁ-
der Present ‘Name: by T E

Odlomc and R. H. BI‘O’M:I'

—-—.—-—-

Purchasa nt the Sutor Hote‘l trom.
Mra. Sutor hy T, E, Odiorne. and-R.
H, Brown, proprietors of the Broyn
&' Odiorne drug. store woa definitely
'nnnounced Frldar mumlng h:r thu na‘w-
ownera, - :

- The: tranarer of tha lmtal prnpartlas.,
-bwumea effective Ela.turday. Nov, 1,
and  the- purchase ge ‘does - not ' in-
clude the bullding bu only furniture.
and -hotel  properties as well as- the
good will, " The cnnuldaratlon v.n.u n&b
:nade public. :

.The . hotel will be continued unﬂar-
thﬂ name of the Sutor Hotel by which-
it has becen known fdt nearly halt a
contury. The Sutor policy of cater-
Ing to the commercial men of: Texas
will also be continued, it was  an-
nounced by Mr. Odliorne, one of the
new owners. Improvementa in service’
and - Installation of new fixtures are
planned, Mr. Odiorne stoted, '

“Mra, Sutor dld not announce hepr fu-
ture plans but stated that she will re-
tire from the- hotel - business, - No
change will be made 'in. ‘the ataff of
employes and tha hotol will be ap=-
erated under the personal supervision
of Mr. Brown and Mr. Odiorne,  Thelr
drug store i8 located next ‘door to the
| hotel, thus giving the new hotel . own-
e's o lease on the entire bhullding, -
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 With the retirement of Mrs. Sutor
from the active management of ‘the
Butor Hotel, continuous operation of
tho hostelry by the Sutor famlly. for
the past thirty-five years wlll be ter-
minated. . The Sutor Hotel building

thirty-five or forty years ago and upon
Mrs. Sutor's denth, the building was
sold to the Robertson estate which still
ownsa |t,

The hotel. was opemted under the
management of W. J, Sutor, berinning
about 1002 and cnntinulng until his
death in 1913 when Mrs, Belle Sutor
toolt actlve charpe. The Sutor ia one
of th& old landmarks of Austin and

i

knuwn hotels in the state.
S

Mrs. Isabelle Sutor sells her hotel to Brown and Odiorne, local pharmacists

Austin Statesman, October 31, 1924

. SUTON—Mrs. Isabelle Sutor, 76, n
|rcsidm:t of Austin since 1904, the

| witlow of the Jate Wm. J. butor,

inwnrr of the former Sutor hotel In
Austin, died ot her home, 1808 West

Sixth gtreet, Inte Wednesday alter-
nonn,  She s rurvived by two
dauphters, Mrs, Carlos Houston and

Mrs Ida May  Matthews, both of
Audtin,

. Funerad serviees witll be held from
“the funerst heme, 1100 Coloradn,
CFridov ot 845 a m, and at 9 a.om,
from the St AMary's Cathalie church
Cwith Father James J, O'Brien offi-
| ctating, Burial will be in Oakwond
j cemetery, Rosary eervices will be
ii‘l"ll! frinn the funeral home Thurs.
r‘ v .n'l B p.m.

Obltuary of Isabelle Sutor
Austin Statesman, August 31, 1939

was erected by Mrs, E, H. Sutor some

Central Texns. and ‘is one of the hest-
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| IDA MAE MATHEWS
Rosary for Ida Mae

' Mathews, 82, 1808 W, 6th St...

- will be 7:30 p.m. Monday at
» Cook-Walden Funeral Home,
- Rev. Harold Zink, officiating.
- Mass will be9 a.m, Tuesday in
~St.- Mary's Catholic Church.
i Burial will follow in the
.Oakwood Cemetery.

s Mrs, Mathews died Sunday
. in a local hospital.

Obituary of Ida Mae Mathews

Austin Statesman, October 8, 1973

Vietim’s
Funeral
Tuesday

Funeral will be Tuesday
for an eclderly woman who
died Sunday after being
hospitalized since Sept. 9
when she was involved in an
auto-pedestrian accident.

1da Mae Mathews, 82, of
1808 W, 6th St,, died Sunday
at Brackenridge Hospital.
Austin police said her death
will not be listed as a traffic
fatality since her physician
said she died due to “causes

. unrelated tothe accident.”

Funeral will be Tuesday at
9 am. at St Mary's
Cathedral, Rev. Harold Zink

+ officiating. Burial will be in
QOakwood Cemetery.

Funeral notice for Ida Mae Mathews
Austin Statesman, October 8, 1973
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above.
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