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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

NRD-2018-0071 

1808 W. 6TH STREET 

WEST LINE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1917 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, front-gabled raised frame bungalow with a partial-width independent porch on 

battered posts and brick piers; paired 1:1 fenestration with decorative muntin and mullion 

patterns on the double-leaf door leading to a non-historic wood front deck, and on the side of 

the house. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1917 by Belle (Isabelle) Sutor, the widow of 

prominent hotelier William J. Sutor.  William J. Sutor established the Sutor Hotel in 1903 

at 304-06 Congress Avenue, adjacent to the railroad tracks traversing downtown Austin.  The 

Sutor was known for its elegant suppers and Sunday dinners and accommodations for 

traveling businessmen.  After William J. Sutor passed away in 1913, Belle, took over the 

operations of the hotel, and won recognition for her business skill and style in the Austin 

newspapers.  She and her daughter, Ida Mae, lived in the hotel until they built this house on 

the western edge of Austin in 1917.  Belle sold the hotel in 1924, and retired to this house; 

she passed away in 1939.  Her daughter, Ida Mae Mathews, who is listed as both a widow 

and a divorcee, continued to live in this house until her own death in 1973.  Ida Mae Mathews 

worked as a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power Department for many years, 

before switching over to the Austin Transit Company, where she worked until her retirement.  

After Ida Mae died in 1973, the house became a rental property.  One of the tenants in the 

mid-1980s was Howard Hand, a local antiques dealer. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is contributing to the West Line National Register Historic District. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house may meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is an early frame bungalow with an unusual level of 

ornamentation, particularly in the windows of the house and the historic front 

porch, which is almost concealed yet contains piers and battered porch columns 

in monumental proportions.  This house qualifies under the criterion for 

architecture as an excellent example of the true “Craftsman” bungalow, 

showing the architectural details executed by skilled craftsman, and built 

before the bungalow became a mass-market commodity. 

b. Historical association. The house was owned and occupied by Isabelle Sutor, a 

notable female entrepreneur and hotelier in Austin in the early 20th century.  

This is the home she built after living in her downtown hotel for many years.  

There may be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 
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or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, or postpone until January 28, 2019 to fully 

evaluate alternatives to demolition.  This house has architectural interest and long-term 

associations with Isabelle Sutor, who ran a successful and elegant downtown hotel for many 

years.  If the Commission votes to release the permit, then staff recommends the completion 

of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 

dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.  

Because the house is contributing to the historic district, staff will not release the plans until 

the Commission has reviewed the plans for any replacement structure for this site. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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1808 W. 6th Street 
ca. 1917 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1808 W. 6th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
October, 2016 
 
1992  Christopher Wenzel, owner 
  Accountant 
 
1985-86 Ella B. Hand, owner 
  Retired 

Also listed is Howard T. hand, proprietor of the House of Antiques, 807 W. 12th 
Street. 

 
1981  Thomas and Simonetta Latimer, renters 
  Carpenter 

NOTE:  The directory indicates that Thomas and Simonetta Latimer were new 
residents at this address. 

 
1977  No return 
 
1973  Ida M. Mathews, owner 

Retired 
 
1968  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Widow, W.C. Mathews 
  Retired 
 
1962  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 1315 W. 5th Street. 
 
1959  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 300 Orchard Street. 
 
1955  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 120½ W. 6th Street. 
 
1952  Ida M. Mathews, owner 

Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 801 Scarbrough Building. 
 

1949  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 815 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1947  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Clerk, Austin Transit Company, 815 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1944-45 Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  Office worker, Austin Transit Company, 812-16 Scarbrough Building. 
 
1941  Ida M. Mathews, owner 
  No occupation listed 
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1939  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Ida Mathews, a book-keeper. 
 
1937  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 

No occupation listed 
Also listed is Ida Mathews, an assistant book-keeper at the City Water, Light, and 
Power Department. 

 
1935  Isabelle Sutor, owner 

Widow, William J. Sutor 
No occupation listed 
Also listed is Ida Mathews, employed by the City Water, Light, and Power 
Department. 

 
1932-33 Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William, J. Sutor 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power 
Department. 

 
1930-31 Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power 
Department. 

 
1929  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Ida Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and Power 
Department. 

 
1927  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a stenographer for the City Water, Light, and 
Power Department. 

 
1924  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  Proprietor, Sutor Hotel “European Plan”, 306 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a clerk in the circulation department of the Austin 
Statesman, newspaper 7th and Brazos Streets. 

 
1922  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  Proprietor and manager, Sutor Hotel, 306 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a clerk in the circulation department for the Austin 
Statesman, newspaper, 7th and Brazos Streets. 

  NOTE:  The address is listed as 1806 W. 6th Street. 
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1920  Isabelle Sutor, owner 
  Widow, William J. Sutor 
  Proprietor and manager, Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed is Ida M. Mathews, a stenographer for the Austin Statesman, 
newspaper, 7th and Brazos Street. 

 
1918  Belle Sutor 
  Proprietor, Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  Ida M. Mathews is not listed in the directory. 
 
1916  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Belle Sutor is listed at 3050 Guadalupe Street; she was the proprietor of 
the Sutor Hotel, 304-06 Congress Avenue. 

 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Isabelle Sutor and Ida Mae Mathews (ca. 1917 – ca. 1973) 
Isabelle Sutor and her daughter, Ida Mae Mathews appear at this address in the 1930 U.S. 
Census.  They owned the house, which was worth $10,000.  Isabelle Sutor was a 68-year old 
Pennsylvania-born widow with no occupation listed.  Her father had been born in England, and 
her mother had been born in New Jersey.  Ida Mae Mathews was 36 and divorced.  She was born 
in Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-born mother.  She was a clerk at 
City Hall. 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Belle Sutor and Ida May Mathews as the owners of this house.  
Belle Sutor was a 58-year old Pennsylvania-born widow who was the proprietor of a hotel.  Ida 
May Mathews is shown as a 26-year old Pennsylvania-born widow, who was a stenographer for 
the newspaper. 
 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows William J. and Isabelle Sutor living at the address of their hotel, 
304 Congress Avenue.  William J. Sutor was 56, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, 
and was a hotel keeper.  Isabelle Sutor was 46, had been born in Pennsylvania to an English-
born father and a New Jersey-born mother; she had no occupation listed.  With them lived 
Isabelle’s children from her first marriage, Edward Battersby and Ida May Battersby.  Edward 
Battersby was 21, had been born in Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-
born mother.  He had no occupation listed.  Ida May Battersby was 18, had been born in 
Pennsylvania to an English-born father and a Pennsylvania-born mother.  She was a clerk in a 
hotel.  The family had a live-in servant, Julia Schwartzbach, 45, who had been born in Germany, 
and is listed as a chambermaid in the hotel. 
 
Her 1939 death certificate shows that Mrs. Isabelle Sutor was living at this address at the time of 
her death.  She was the widow of William J. Sutor.  She was born in 1862 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and had no occupation shown. 
 
Ida Mae Mathews was living at this address at the time of her death in 1973.  She was born in 
Pennsylvania in 1891, and was a book-keeper.  She is listed as a widow. 
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William J. Sutor married Isabelle Battersby 

Austin Statesman, October 6, 1903 
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Front page news of the death of William J. Sutor 

Austin Statesman, August 1, 1913 
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Obituary of William J. Sutor 

Austin Daily Statesman, August 2, 1913 
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Recognition of Isabelle Sutor’s business acumen 

Austin Statesman, June 17, 1924 
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Mrs. Isabelle Sutor sells her hotel to Brown and Odiorne, local pharmacists 

Austin Statesman, October 31, 1924 
 

 
Obituary of Isabelle Sutor 

Austin Statesman, August 31, 1939 
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Obituary of Ida Mae Mathews 

Austin Statesman, October 8, 1973 
 

 
Funeral notice for Ida Mae Mathews 
Austin Statesman, October 8, 1973 
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The 1961 Sanborn map shows the same configuration as the 1935 map above. 

 

 


