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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0636 

2211 E. 5TH STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1944 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled frame house with a partial-width shed-roofed 

independent porch; single and paired 4:4 and 1:1 fenestration.  The house originally had a 

Cumberland-style plan with double front doors; the right door has been infilled. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built during the winter of 1943-1944 by Rodrigo Limon and his wife, 

Margarita, who lived here for the rest of their lives.  Rodrigo Limon was a Mexican-born 

laborer; he and Margarita raised 10 children in this house.  After Rodrigo passed away in 

1964, Margarita continued to live here until her death in 1979.  After a short period of 

vacancy, the house was then occupied by one of Rodrigo and Margarita Limon’s daughters, 

Regina, a laundry worker; Regina passed away in 1999.  Members of the Limon family lived 

all along this section of E. 5th Street in the historic period – family members had various 

businesses in this neighborhood – including a grocery and a garage. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was recommended not eligible for local or National Register designation in the 

East Austin Historic Resources Survey (2016). 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a frame 1940s minimal traditional cottage with a 

Cumberland-style plan that has been altered by the infilling of the right twin 

front door.  The house has little architectural distinction and does not qualify 

for landmark designation under the criterion for architecture. 

b. Historical association. The house was the home of the family of Rodrigo and 

Margarita Limon, who built the house around 1944 and lived here until 1999, 

when Regina Limon, a daughter of Rodrigo and Margarita Limon, passed 

away.  Rodrigo Limon was a laborer; Regina Limon was a laundry worker.  

There do not appear to be significant historical associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, then relocation over demolition, but release 

the permit upon completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of 

photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for 

archiving at the Austin History Center.  The house does not meet the criteria for individual 

designation as a historic landmark. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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2211 E. 5th Street 
ca. 1944 
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
2211 E. 5th Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2018 
 
1992  Regina Limon, owner 
  Laundry worker 
 
1985-86 Regina Limon, owner 

Laundry worker 
 
1981  Regina Limon, owner 
  Laundry worker 
 
1977  Vacant 
  NOTE:  Regina Limon is not listed in the directory. 
 
1973  Margarita Limon, owner 
  Widow, Rodrigo L. Limon 
  Retired 
  NOTE:  Regina Limon is not listed in the directory. 
 
1968  Margarita Limon, owner 
  Widow, Rodrigo L. Limon 
  Retired 
 
1965  Margarita Limon, owner 

Widow, Rodrigo L. Limon 
No occupation listed 

 
1961  Rodrigo L. and Margarita Limon, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1959  Rodrigo L. and Margarita Limon, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1955  Rodrigo L. and Margarita Limon, owners 
  No occupation listed 
 
1952 Robert [sic] and Marguerita Limon, owners 

Laborer 
 
1949 Robert [sic] and Margaret [sic] Limon, owners 

No occupation listed 
 

1947  Robert and Julie Limon, owners 
  With Limon’s Garage, 2301 E. 5th Street. 
 
1944-45 The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Neither Robert (Rodrigo) nor Margarita Limon are listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Rodrigo and Margarita Limon (ca. 1944 – ca. 1976) 
Regina Limon (ca. 1980 – ca. 1999) 
His World War I draft card shows that Rodrigo Limon was living at Creedmore [sic}, Texas at the 
time of his registration.  He was born in 1891 in Mexico and was a farm hand.  He was single, of 
medium height and build, and had brown eyes and black hair. 
 
Rodrigo and Margarita Limon appear in the 1940 U.S. Census as the renters of the house at 2202 
Santa Rita Street in Austin.  Rodrigo Limon was 48, had been born in Texas, and was a farm 
laborer.  Margarita Limon was 36, had been born in Mexico, and had no occupation listed.  They 
had 10 children: Julio, 21, a farm laborer; Concepcion, 18, a housekeeper for a private family; 
Regina, 16, a housekeeper for a private family; Felicita, 14; Andres, 12; Marcellino, 10; Jovita, 8; 
Jose, 6; Bidal, 4; and Maria, 1.  All of the children had been born in Texas.  The family lived in 
rural Travis County in 1935. 
 
Rodrigo Limon was living in this house at the time of his death in 1964.  He was born in 1891 in 
Texas, and was a laborer.  Margarita Limon is listed as his wife. 
 
Margarita Limon died in 1979; her last address was this house.  She was born in 1902 in Mexico 
and was a widowed housewife. 
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Obituary of Rodrigo Limon 

Austin American-Statesman, January 18, 1964 
 

 
Death notice for Margarita Limon 

Austin American-Statesman, August 4, 1979 
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Obituary of Regina Limon 

Austin American-Statesman, October 12, 1999 
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Water service permit to Rodrigo Limon for this address (1943) 

 

 
Building permit to Rodrigo Limon for the construction of this house and an outhouse (1943) 
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Sewer service permit to Rodrigo Limon for this house (1947) 

 

 
Building permit to Rodrigo Limon for the construction of a storage building (1964) and to repair 

the house (1977) 

 


