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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2018-0647 

609 THERESA AVENUE 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a ca. 1939 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

One-story, L-plan, stuccoed frame house with single 6:6 fenestration and minimal Colonial 

Revival stylistic elements. 

RESEARCH 

The house was built in 1939 by Theresa Winn, the widowed daughter of A.W. and Annie 

Johns, several months after her father passed away.  A.W. and Annie Johns lived in a large, 

2-story house just up the hill from this house at 701 Theresa Avenue.  A.W. Johns was a 

prominent building contractor; he passed away in March, 1939, about 6 months before his 

daughter Theresa (for whom, it is believed, Theresa Avenue is named) took out a building 

and utility permits to construct this house for herself and her widowed mother.  Annie Johns 

lived here for the rest of her life; she passed away in 1945.  Theresa Winn, who worked for 

years at Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, lived here until her death in 1958. 

Following the ownership and tenancy of Theresa Winn and her mother, the house was 

purchased by Douglas and Janet Packard, who were living here in the 1990s.  Douglas 

Packard was the plant manager for Austin White Lime Company, located northwest of Austin 

at McNeil, Texas. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house was listed as non-contributing to the West Line National Register Historic 

District.  Staff does not agree with this determination as the house retains a high degree of 

integrity. 

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined 

that the house does not meet the criteria for landmark designation as set forth in City Code: 

a. Architecture. The house is a stuccoed frame house with minimal references to 

the Colonial Revival style with its symmetrical composition and use of single 

6:6 windows.  However, the Colonial Revival was a very popular style in Austin 

and this house is not a particularly good example of it; Colonial Revival houses 

rarely used stucco as an exterior cladding material.  There does not appear to 

be sufficient architectural distinction to warrant the designation of this house 

as a historic landmark under the architectural criterion. 

b. Historical association. The house was built by the daughter of a prominent 

contractor after he passed away as a home for herself and her widowed mother.  

The daughter, Theresa Winn, was a clerk and stenographer for a local moving 

and storage company.  There do not appear to be significant historical 

associations. 

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical 

characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image, 

or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic 

group. 
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e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed 

landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use, but release the permit upon completion of a 

City of Austin Documentation Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a 

dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center..  

The house does not meet the criteria for individual designation as a historic landmark.  

However, staff disputes the call that this house is non-contributing to the historic district in 

that it retains a high degree of integrity, so staff will not release the permit until the 

Commission has reviewed the plans for the replacement structure. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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609 Theresa Avenue 
ca. 1939 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
609 Theresa Avenue 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
December, 2018 
 
1992  F. Doug and Janet R. Packard, owners 
  Unit manager, City 
 
1985-86 Janet Packard, owner 
  No occupation listed 

NOTE:  F. Doug Packard is not listed in the directory, but his occupation as plant 
manager of Austin White Lime Company, is listed under Janet’s name. 

 
1981  Douglas and Janet Packard, owners 
  Plant manager, Austin White Lime Company, McNeil, Texas. 
 
1977  Douglas and Janet Packard, owners 
  Plant manager, Austin White Lime Company, McNeil, Texas. 
 
1973  Douglas F. and Janet Packard, owners 
  Employed by Austin White Lime Company, McNeil, Texas. 
 
1968  Douglas F. and Janet Packard, owners 
  No occupation listed 
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1965  Douglas F. and Janet Packard, owners 
  Douglas: Student 
  Janet:  Office secretary 
 
1961  Douglas and Janet Packard, renters 

Douglas: Student 
Janet: Office secretary, Austin Industries, furniture manufacturers, 4311 

S. Congress Avenue. 
 
1959  Janet Packard, renter 

Office secretary, Austin Industries, furniture manufacturers, 4311 S. Congress 
Avenue. 

  NOTE:  Douglas Packard is not listed in the directory. 
NOTE:  The house is listed as vacant in the address section of the directory. 
NOTE:  Theresa J. Winn is not listed in the directory. 

 
1955  Theresa J. Winn 
  Widow, Dick Winn 

Office manager, Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, 207 San Jacinto Street. 
 
1952  Theresa J. Winn, owner 

Clerk, Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, 207 San Jacinto Street. 
 
1949  Theresa J. Winn 
  Widow, A.T. Winn 
  Clerk, Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, 207 San Jacinto Street. 
 
1947  Annie Johns, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Theresa J. Winn employed by Roberdeau Van and Storage 
Company, 207 San Jacinto Street. 

 
1944-45 Annie Johns, owner 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Theresa J. Winn, a clerk at Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, 
207 San Jacinto Street. 

 
1941  Annie Johns, owner 
  Widow, A.W. Johns 
  No occupation listed 
  Also listed is Theresa Winn, no occupation shown. 
 
1940  Annie Johns, owner 
  Widow, A.W. Johns 
  No occupation listed 

Also listed is Theresa J. Winn, the widow of Albert Winn.  She was a 
stenographer for Roberdeau Van and Storage Company, 411 E. 4th Street. 

 
1939  The address is not listed in the directory. 

NOTE:  Alex W. and Annie Johns are listed as the owners of the house at 701 
Theresa Avenue, which was north of what is now Francis Avenue.  Neither Alex 
nor Annie Johns had an occupation shown.  Listed with them was Theresa J. 
Winn, the widow of Albert Winn.  She was a stenographer for Roberdeau Van 
and Storage Company, 411 E. 4th Street. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Annie Johns / Theresa Winn (ca. 1939 – ca. 1958) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Annie M. Johns as the owner of this house, which was worth 
$4,000.  Annie M. Johns was a 77-year old Alabama-born widow with no occupation listed.  With 
her lived her daughter, Theresa Winn, 40, a Texas-born widow who worked as a stenographer 
for a storage garage. 
 
The 1930 U.S. Census shows Alex W. and Annie Johns as the owners of the house at 701 
Theresa Avenue, which was worth $12,000.  Alex W. Johns was 75, had been born in Georgia, 
and was a building contractor.  Annie Johns was 69, had been born in Alabama, and had no 
occupation listed. 
 
Annie Johns’ husband, Alexander Whitfield Johns, was living at 701 Theresa Avenue at the time 
of his death in March, 1939.  He was born in 1855 in Georgia, and was a building contractor. 
 
Annie Nisbet Johns was living in this house at the time of her death in September, 1945.  She 
was a widow who had been born in Jacksonville, Alabama in 1861, and kept house. 
 
According to her death certificate, Theresa Johns Winn was living in this house at the time of her 
death in 1958.  She was born in Burnet, Texas in 1898, and was employed by the Roberdeau 
Van and Storage Company.  She was a widow. 

 
Obituary of Annie Johns 

Austin American, September 28, 1945 
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Obituary of Theresa Winn 

Austin American, February 20, 1958 
 

 
Funeral notice for Theresa Winn 

Austin American, February 21, 1958 
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Building permit to Theresa Winn for the construction of this house (1939) 

 
 

 
Water service permit to Theresa Winn for this house (1939) 
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Sewer connection application by Theresa Winn for this house (1939) 
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The 1935 Sanborn map shows the site of the current house as vacant (red).  The home of A.W. 

and Annie Johns at 701 Theresa Avenue is shown in blue. 
 

 


