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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2018-0073 

4200 WILDWOOD ROAD 

WILSHIRE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a one-story house built ca. 1948.  

 

ARCHITECTURE 

1-story, side-gabled, rectangular-plan house; clad in stone veneer and vinyl siding with 

fixed and single-hung aluminum-sash windows; flat-roofed carport with stone columns. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed around 1948 for UT football coach Eck Curtis and his wife 

Maurine, who lived there until about 1954. Henry and Frieda Studtman moved into the 

house by 1955 and lived there until about 1986. Henry owned Studtman Photo Service. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Wilshire Historic District. It does not appear to 

meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building retains a moderate degree of integrity. Windows and siding appear to have 

been replaced. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to 

demonstrate significance according to any of the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. Eck and Maurine Curtis only lived in the house for six years. 

Henry and Frieda Studtman lived in the house for about thirty years. There do not 

appear to be significant historical associations with the house. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, including 

consideration of a demolition delay, as the building is contributing to the historic district. 

Encourage relocation over demolition. If the Commission votes to release the demolition 

permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 



 C.10 - 2 

 

consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 

history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 

Due to the building’s location in a National Register historic district, the Commission must 

review and comment on the proposed plans for new construction prior to the release of the 

demolition permit. No plans have been received to date. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (east) façade of 4200 Wildwood Road. 
 

 
Wildwood Road, with 4200 Wildwood in the center. 
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Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
November 2018 

 

1944 Address not listed 

 

1949-52 Eck and Maurine Curtis, owners 

 Assistant coach, UT (1949); coach (1952) 

 

1955-86 Henry W. Jr. and Frieda J. Studtman, owners 

Henry owned Studtman Photo Service (222 W. 19th Street, laeter 222 W. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Boulevard); Frieda worked as the office secretary for the 

company (1962-68). 

 

1992 Unit A: Brice H. and Gavi Baines 

 Account executive, Capital Fuleron Gr. 

 Unit B: Vacant 

 

 

Background Research 
Eck Curtis was one of Texas’s most successful high school football coaches for two decades, 

pioneering the T offensive formation in the southwest. He was an assistant football coach at 

UT from 1946 until 1954, when he took a job in Lubbock as Texas Tech’s athletic director. 

He lived at 4200 Wildwood for fewer than six years. 

 

Henry William Studtman (or Studtmann) was born in 1905 in Falls or Riesel, Texas, to a 

church minister. His father became the first president of Concordia Lutheran College in 

1926 and moved his family to Austin. Henry married Frieda Schroeder in 1928. By 1930, 

the couple lived on the Concordia campus near Henry’s family while Henry worked as a 

bookkeeper at a bank. Ten years later, he was still working as a bank teller (at American 

National Bank) and living next to his brother Carl on East Avenue. By the time Henry and 

Frieda Studtman moved into 4200 Wildwood Road around 1955, they had opened Studtman 

Photo Service, a photography store. Henry Studtman died in 1984 in Travis County. 

1981-2011 

 

Frieda Marie Studtman (nee Schroeder) was born in 1907 in Oklahoma to a farming family. 

She moved to Austin between 1920 and 1928, when she married Henry Studtman. The 

couple had at least one child. She worked as the office secretary for Studtman Photo 

Service, at least for a few years in the 1960s, then worked as a housewife. She died in 1981 

in Travis County. 
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Newspaper article about Studtman Photo Service, The Austin Statesman, 7/26/1958. 
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Newspaper article about Studtman Photo Service, The Austin Statesman, 3/5/1966. 

 
 
Building Permits 

 
Building permit issued to Eck Curtis, 4/13/1948. 
 



 C.10 - 9 

 

 
Water service permit issued to Eck Curtiss [sic], 4/15/1948. 
 

 
Water service permit issued to H. W. Studtman, 3/13/1962. 
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Building permit issued to H. W. Studtman for interior renovation work, 4/6/1964. 


