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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION
JANUARY 28, 2019
DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS
HDP-2018-0673
1400 WINSTED LANE

PROPOSAL

Demolish a ca. 1940 house.

ARCHITECTURE

Two-story, rectangular-plan, side-gabled Colonial Revival-styled frame house with stone
veneer on the first story; single and paired Colonial Revival-styled windows with an 8:8
configuration; pilasters at the sides of the central front entry, which has a shed=-roofed hood
over the door; the integral garage to the right of the principal block of the house has a second
story with single 1:1 fenestration.

RESEARCH

The house was built in 1940 by John I. Leach and his wife, Thelma, who went by Molly. John
I. Leach was an insurance executive who headed up the district offices for several life
insurance companies during the course of his career. He and Molly lived here from the time
of the construction of the house in 1940 until around 1967.

From 1967 to the present, the house has been owned and occupied by Ernest E. Smith, III
and his wife, Paula. Ernest E. Smith is a professor of oil and gas law at the University of
Texas School of Law and served as the dean of the law school. He has also authored several
texts on oil and gas and natural resources law, and has been a visiting professor of law at
several schools throughout the country as well as the University of Dundee in Scotland.

STAFF COMMENTS

The house is beyond the bounds of any City survey to date.

Staff has evaluated this house for designation as a historic landmark and has determined
that the house meets the criterion for architecture for its excellent reflection of Colonial
Revival architecture, but presents a less strong case for historical associations within the
historic period:

a. Architecture. The house i1s an excellent example of Colonial Revival
architecture with its symmetrical composition, multi-light windows, and
differentiation between the first and second floors. The house clearly meets
the criterion for architecture.

b. Historical association. The house was built by an insurance executive and his
family, who lived here until 1967; the next owner of the house, Ernest E. Smith,
III, is an authority on oil and gas law in Texas, and has served as a professor
and dean at the University of Texas School of Law. However, Professor Smith’s
association with the house began around 1967 and consists of only 2 years
within the historic period for the house.

c. Archaeology. The house was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant
data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region.

d. Community value. The house does not possess a unique location, physical
characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, image,
or cultural identity of the city, the neighborhood, or a particular demographic
group.

e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed
landscape with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Postpone to February 25, 2019 to fully evaluate alternatives to demolition. This house is a
classic example of Colonial Revival architecture, and will have historical significance in the
future as the tenancy of Ernest E. Smith, III ages into the 50-year historical period. If the
Commission does not vote to postpone, then staff encourages rehabilitation and adaptive re-
use, then relocation over demolition, and completion of a City of Austin Documentation
Package, consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a
narrative history, for archiving at the Austin History Center.
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1400 Winsted Lane
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1400 Winsted Lane

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
January, 2019

1992 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Associate, Hughes and Luce, lawyers, 111 Congress Avenue.

1985-86 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Professor, University of Texas

1981 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Professor, University of Texas

1977 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Professor, University of Texas

1973 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Professor, University of Texas

1968 Ernest E., lll and Paula Smith, owners
Professor, University of Texas

1965 John I. and Thelma A. Leach, owners
John: Coordinator, public schools
Thelma: Employed by the public schools

NOTE: Ernest E. Smith, Il is listed at 6705 Great Northern Boulevard. He was
an assistant professor at the University of Texas. Paula Smith is not listed in the
directory.

1961 John I. and Thelma A. Leach, owners
Agent, Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company, 203 Capital National Bank
Building, 114 W. 7" Street.

1957 John I. and Thelma A. Leach, owners
Agent, Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company, 203 Capital National Bank
Building, 114 W. 7" Street.

1954 John I. and Thelma Leach, owners
Salesman

1952 John |. .and Thelma Leach, owners
Agent, Southwestern Life Insurance Company, 706 Perry-Brooks Building, 121
E. 8" Street.

1949 John |. and Thelma Leach, owners

Superintendent, American National Insurance, life insurance, 904 Lavaca Street.

1947 John I. and Thelma Leach, owners
Superintendent, American National Insurance, life insurance, 906-09 Tribune
Building, 10" and Colorado Streets.
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1944-45 John I. and Thelma A. Leach, owners
Superintendent, American National Insurance, life insurance, 906-09 Tribune
Building, 10" and Colorado Streets.

1941 John I. and Thelma A. Leach, owners
Superintendent, American National Insurance, life insurance, 209 Norwood
Building, 114 W. 7" Street.

1940 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: John |. and Thelma Leach are listed at 2314 Enfield Road; he was the
superintendent for American National Insurance Company, life insurance, 512
Norwood Building, 114 W. 7™ Street.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

John I. and Thelma A. Leach (ca. 1940 - ca. 1967)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows John and Thelma Leach as the renters of the house at 2312 Enfield
Road in Austin. John Leach was 32, had been born in lllinois, and was the manager of an
insurance office. Thelma Leach was 30, had been born in Oklahoma, and had no occupation
listed. They had 2 children: Barbara, 9; and Thomas, 6. Both children had been born in Texas.
The family lived in Houston, Texas in 1935.

John Ingram Leach died in 1980. His last address was on Westlake Road in Austin. He was born
in lllinois in 1907 and was a district manager for an insurance company.

“~ALEACH, Jobn, 72, of Austin, died Friday. Service +
pdn. today at St. Michael Episcopal Church. Memorial
céntribution in lieu of flowers. Survivors: wife, Molly
g;ch of Austin; son, Tom Leach of Austin; daughters,

rs. Gaylord Humberger of Austin; brothers, Ralph
ach of New York, Robert Leach of Elgin, Ill.; six
nchildren; three great-grandchildren. (Reveley-Me-
gorial Services, San Antonio)

Obituary of John I. Leach
Austin American-Statesman, May 17, 1980




Thelma (Molly) Curb Iuch, 80, of
Austin, Texu,dhdi‘rmy,.lmmryﬂ.

uhlmmherhomeatSouﬂm'nHospi
tality Home in Austin, where she lived
with her dear friend, Barbara Ayres,
and others. .

‘Mrs. Leach was preceded in death by
her husband, John I. Leach.

She was a member of the Eplsmpal
Church. ‘

Survivors include brother, Dolph L.
"Curb and his wife, Mary, of Houston,;
-daughter, Barbara Humberger and her
husband, Gaylord, of Austin; and her
son, 'nwmas Leach and his wife, Sally,
both of Austin. Other survivors include
grandchildren, Robert and his wife,
Joana, Tom Embleton and his wife
Lisa, Brettmchandhlswife,l{amn,
of Austin, Kent Leach and his-wife,
Helen, of Mt. Gambier, Australia, Patri
cia Koenig and her husband, Gary
Houston, and Ceil Embleton, of Paciﬂc

Grove, California. She is also survived

by numerous great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held Tues
day, January 26, 1999, in the Saint’
Davids Episcopal Church Grace Chapel
at 3:00 p.m., with The Reverend Ron
Smith presiding. Parking is available in -
the church upper level lot to the north
of the church. .

Donations to the Southern Hospital-
ity Home or the Austin Hospice organi-
zation, in lieu of flowers, would be

apprecmted.

Arrangements by Weed-Corley-Fish
Funeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar, 452-881}.
Obituary of Thelma (“Molly”) Leach
Austin American-Statesman, January 26, 1999

Ernest E. Smith, Ill and Paula Smith (ca. 1967 -)
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Ernest E. Smith, Ill is the Rex G. Baker Centennial Chair in Natural Resources Law at the
University of Texas School of Law. He was born in Gonzales, Texas in 1936 and received his
B.A. from Southern Methodist University in 1958. He graduated from Harvard Law School in
1962. He has been a professor of law at the University of Texas since 1968 and has served as
a visiting professor at law schools throughout the country and internationally, including the
University of Maine, Harvard Law School, the University of Dundee in Scotland, the University of
Colorado and the University of Minnesota. He is a specialist in oil and gas law and has authored
several textbooks, including Cases and Materials on the Law of Oil and Gas, Texas Law of Oil
and Gas, and Texas Wind Law. He has been the Rex G. Baker Centennial Chair in Natural
Resources Law at the University of Texas since 1983. He is married to the former Paula Young.

A specialist in oil and gas law, Professor Smith is co-author of the leading casebook on
Oil and Gas Law (West, 6th ed., 2013), and the leading treatise on Texas Law of Oil and
Gas (3 volumes, 2nd ed., LEXIS, 1998). Other co-authored books on oil and gas law
include Hemingway Oil and Gas Law and Taxation (4th ed., 2004), and International
Petroleum Transactions (3rd ed., 2010). He is also co-author of Cases and Materials on
Property (Foundation, 9th ed., 2007) and (Texas) Wind Law (Lexis 2011).

In 2008 Professor Smith received the Massey Teaching Excellence Award. Earlier
teaching awards include the Clyde Martz Award for Excellence in Teaching from the
Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation in 1998, and the Texas Excellence Teaching
Award for the School of Law from the Ex-Students Association in 2000. In the same year,
Annual Institute of Oil, Gas and Mineral Law, which is co-sponsored by the Texas State
Bar Section on Oil, Gas and Energy Law and the University of Texas School of Law was
re-named the Ernest E. Smith Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Institute. The Ernest E. Smith
Endowed Presidential Scholarship in Law was established in 1994, and the Ernest E.
Smith Professorship in Law was established in 1996.

Professor Smith teaches classes in the areas of property, oil and gas, international
petroleum transactions, and wind energy law. A former Dean of the Law School,
Professor Smith has also been a Visiting Professor at several law schools including
Harvard.

From the University of Texas School of Law, Texas Law Faculty
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9-14-71-Ernest Smith-125149-vremodel exist residence

Building permit to John I. Leach for the construction of this house (1940) and to Ernest Smith to

remodel the house (1971)
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OQWNER i!rnest Smith ADDRESS 1400 ;i‘insted I;n

PLAT 151 LOT S. 100 of 3 BRI K

SUBDIVISION Westfield A

OCCUPANCY Ren & Study

OWNERS

BLDG. PERMIT # 179346 DATE 2-12-79 foyTIMATE 55,900,
CONTRACTOR J. Johnson Const. NO. QOF FIXTURES
WATER TAP REC# SEWER TAP REC#

ddn_to_exist _res,
Building permit to Ernest Smith for an addition (1979)




