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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

JANUARY 28, 2019 

PERMITS IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

NRD-2018-0084 

3005 FUNSTON STREET 

OLD WEST AUSTIN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish a one-story house built ca. 1949.  

 

ARCHITECTURE 

1-story, side-gabled, L-plan house built in the Minimal Traditional style; clad in asbestos 

shingles with 8:8 wood-sash and sliding vinyl-sash windows; attached garage set back from 

front wall. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed around 1949 by W. M. Kutalek. By 1952, John and Amelia 

Tronrud had moved in. John lived in the house until his death in 1971; Amelia stayed until 

at least 1977. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The house is a contributing property in the Old West Austin Historic District. It does not 

appear to meet the standards for designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building retains a moderate degree of integrity. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property does not appear to 

demonstrate significance according to any of the criteria. 
a. Architecture. The building does not appear to be architecturally significant. 
b. Historical association. John and Amelia Tronrud lived in the house for at least 25 

years. However, there do not appear to be significant historical associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Encourage rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of the existing building, including 

consideration of a demolition delay, as the building is contributing to the historic district. 

Encourage relocation over demolition. If the Commission votes to release the demolition 

permit, then staff recommends completion of a City of Austin Documentation Package, 

consisting of photographs of all elevations, a dimensioned sketch plan, and a narrative 

history, for archiving at the Austin History Center. 
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Due to the building’s location in a National Register historic district, the Commission must 

review and comment on the proposed plans for new construction prior to the release of the 

demolition permit. No plans have been received to date. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (west) façade of 3005 Funston Street. 

 

 

Occupancy History 

City directory research, Austin History Center 
By Historic Preservation Office staff 
January 2019 

 

1949 Address not listed 

 

1952-68 John W. and Amelia P. Tronrud, owners 

 John worked as a carpenter with no employer listed (1952-62) and for W. D. 

Anderson Contracting (1965). Amelia worked as a nurse for Bailey and Chauvin 

Laboratory (1952) and Charles W. Bailey (1955-65). 

 

1968-77 Amelia P. Tronrud, owner (wid. John W.) 

 Retired 

 

1986 Kathleen O. Holle, owner 

 Computer programmer, UT 

 

1992 William Fordyce 

 No occupation listed 
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Background Research 
John Wilhelm Tronrud was born in 1893 in Kongsberg, Norway. He moved to Amarillo, 

Texas, around 1930, then to Austin in 1932. He worked as a carpenter and belonged to the 

Carpenters Local 1266 union. John Tronrud died in 1971 in Austin. 

 

Amelia Linea Tronrud (nee Pearson) was born in 1912 in Elroy, Texas, to a local 

blacksmith. She worked as a registered nurse. Between 1942 and 1947, she married John 

Tronrud, and the couple had at least two children. Amelia Tronrud died in 1982 in Austin. 

 

    
Obituary for John M. Tronrud, Austin Statesman, 12/29/1971. 

 

 
Advertisement, American Statesman, 4/11/1950. 
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Building Permits 

 
Building permit issued to W. M. Kutalek, 9/1/1949. 
 

 
Water service permit issued to W. M. Kutalek, 9/2/1949. 
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Sewer connection permit issued to W. M. Kutalek, 9/30/1949. 


